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BOOK    XV. 


CONTEMPLATION  I. 

UZZAH,    AND   THE    ABE   BEHOVED. 

The  houEe  of  Saul  is  quiet,  the  Philistines  beaten  ; 
victory  cannot  end  better  than  in  devotion :  David 
is  no  Booner  settled  in  his  house  at  Jerusalem,  than 
he  fetcheth  God  to  be  Ms  guest  there ;  the  thousands 
of  Israel  go  now,  in  a  holj  march,  to  bring  up  the 
ark  of  Cfod  to  the  place  of  his  rest.  The  tumults  of 
war  afforded  no  opportunity  of  this  service;  only 
peace  is  a  friend  to  religion ;  neither  is  peace  ever 
our  friend,  but  when  it  is  a  servant  of  piety.  The 
use  of  war  is  not  more  pernicious  to  the  body,  than 
the  abuse  of  peace  is  to  the  soul ;  alas !  the  riot, 
bred  of  our  long  ease,  rather  drives  the  ark  of  God 
from  UB ;  so  the  still  sedentary  life  is  subject  to  dis- 
eases, and  standing  waters  putrefy.  It  may  be  just 
with  God  to  take  away  the  blessing,  which  we  do  so 
much  abuse,  and  to  scour  off  our  rust  with  bloody 
war,  &c 

The  ark  of  God  had  now  many  years  rested  in  the 
obscure  lodge  of  Abinadab,  without  the  honour  of  a 
tabernacle.  David  will  not  endure  himself  glorious, 
and  the  ark  of  God  contemptible ;  his  first  care  is  to 
provide  a  fit  room  for  God,  in  the  head  of  the  tribes, 
in  bis  own  city.  The  chief  care  of  good  princes  must 
be  the  advancement  of  religion ;  what  should  the 
deputies  of  God  rather  do,  than  honour  him  whom 
they  represent?     It  was  no  good  that  Israel  could 
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learn  of  Philistines ;  those  pagans  had  sent  the  ark 
back  in  a  new  cart ;  the  Israelites  saw  God  blessed 
that  conduct,  and  now  they  practise  it  at  home :  but 
that  which  Qod  will  take  irom  Fhilistiaes,  he  will 
not  brook  from  Israel.  Aliens  from  God  are  no  fit 
patterns  for  children.  Divine  institution  had  made 
this  a  carriage  for  the  Levites,  not  for  oxen :  neither 
should  those  sons  of  Abinadab  have  driven  the  cart, 
but  carried  that  sacred  burden.  God's  businesses 
must  bo  done  after  his  own  forms,  which  if  we  do, 
with  the  best  intentions,  alter,  we  presume. 

It  is  long  since  Israel  saw  so  fair  a  daj  as  this, 
wherein  they  went,  in  this  holy  triumph,  to  fetch 
the  ark  of  God ;  now  their  warlike  trumpets  are 
turned  into  harps  and  timbrels ;  and  their  hands, 
instead  of  wielding  the  sword  and  spear,  strike  upon 
those  musical  strings,  whereby  they  might  express 
the  joy  of  their  hearts ;  here  was  no  noise  but  of 
mirth,  no  motion  but  pleasant.  Oh  happy  Israel, 
that  had  a  God  to  rejoice  in,  that  had  this  occasion 
of  rejoicing  in  their  God,  and  a  heart  that  embraced 
this  occasion!  There  is  nothing  but  this  wherein 
we  may  not  joy  immoderately,  unseasonably ;  this 
apiritual  joy  can  never  be  either  out  of  time,  or  out 
01  measure.  "  Let  him  that  rejoiceth,  rejoice  in  the 
Lord."  But  now,  when  the  Israelites  were  in  the 
midst  of  this  an^i-Uke  jollity,  their  hearts  lifted  up, 
their  hands  playmg,  their  feet  moving,  their  tongues 
singing  and  shouting,  God  sees  good  to  strike  them 
into  a  sudden  damp  by  the  deam  of  UzzaL  They 
are  scarce  set  into  the  tune,  when  God  mars  their 
music  by  a  fearful  judgment,  and  changes  their  mirth 
into  astonishment  and  confiision :  there  could  not  be 
a  more  excellent  work  than  this  they  were  about ; 
there  could  not  be  more  cheerful  hearts  in  the  per- 
forming of  it ;  yet  will  the  most  holy  God  rather 
dash  all  this  solemn  service,  than  endure  an  act  of 
presumption  or  infidelity.  Abinadab  had  been  the 
raithfiil  host  of  God's  ark  for  the  space  of  twenty 
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yean :  even  in  the  midBt  of  the  terrors  of  Israel,  who 
were  justly  af&ighted  with  the  vengeance  inflicted 
upon  Beth-«hemMli,  did  he  give  harbour  unto  it ;  yet 
even  the  son  of  Abinadab  is  stricken  dead,  in  the 
first  departing  of  that  blessed  guest.  The  sanctity 
of  the  parent  cannot  bear  out  the  sin  of  hia  son. 
The  Holy  One  of  Israel  will  be  sanctified  in  all  that 
come  near  him :  he  will  be  served  like  himselt 

What  then  was  the  sin  of  Uzzah  1  What  was  the 
capital  crime  for  which  he  so  fearfiiUy  perished? 
That  the  ark  of  God  was  committed  to  the  cart,  it 
was  not  his  device  only,  but  the  common  act  of 
many  ;  that  it  was  not  carried  on  the  shoulders  of 
Levites,  was  no  less  the  fault  of  Ahio,  and  the  rest 
of  their  brethren.  Only  Uzzah  is  stricken :  the 
rest  sinned  in  negligence,  he  in  presumption ;  the 
ark  of  God  shakes  with  the  fu^tation  of  that  carriage, 
he  puts  forth  his  hand  to  hold  it  steady ;  human 
judgment  would  have  found  herein  nothing  heinous. 
God  sees  not  with  the  eyes  of  men ;  none  but  the 
priests  should  have  dared  to  touch  the  ark ;  it  was 
enough  for  the  Levitea  to  touch  the  bars  that  carried 
it ;  an  unwarranted  hand  cannot  bo  lightly  touch  the 
art,  but  he  strikes  the  God  that  dwells  in  it  No 
marvel,  if  God  strike  that  man  with  death,  that 
strikes  him  with  presumption  ;  there  was  well  neaj* 
the  same  quarrel  against  the  th<TUBands  of  Beth- 
sbemeBh,  and  agaiiwt  Uzaah  ;  thev  died  for  looking 
into  the  ark,  he  for  touching  it ;  lest  Israel  should 
grow  into  a  ccmtemptuous  familiarity  with  this  testi- 
mony of  God's  presence,  he  will  hold  them  in  awe 
with  judgments.  The  revenging  hand  of  the  Al- 
mighty, Uiftt,  upon  the  return  of  the  ark,  stayed  at 
the  house  of  Abinadab,  upon  the  remove  of  the  ari£, 
begins  there  again.  Where  are  those  that  think  God 
wiB  take  up  with  a  careless  and  slubbered  service  ? 
He,  whose  infinite  mercy  uses  to  pass  by  our  sins  of 
infirmity,  punisheth  yet  severely  our  bold  faults.  If 
we  cannot  do  any  thing  in  the  degrees  that  he  re- 
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quireth,  jet  we  must  learn  to  do  all  things  in  the 
form  that  he  requiroth :  doubtless  Uzzah  meant  no 
otherwise  than  well,  in  putting  forth  his  hand  to 
stay  the  ark  ;  he  knew  the  sabred  utensils  that  were 
in  it,  the  pot  of  manna,  the  tables  of  the  law,  the 
rod  of  Aaron,  which  might  be  wronged  by  that  over- 
rough  motion ;  to  these  he  offers  his  aid,  and  is 
stricken  dead ;  the  best  intention  cannot  excuse, 
much  less  warrant  us,  in  unlawful  actions.  Where 
we  do  aught  in  faith,  it  pleases  our  good  God  to 
wink  at,  and  pity  our  weaknesses  ;  but,  if  we  dare  ' 
to  present  God  with  the  well-meant  services  of  our 
own  making,  we  run  into  the  indignation  of  God. 
There  is  nothing  more  dangerous,  than  to  be  our  own 
carvers  in  matter  of  devotion. 

I  marvel  not,  if  the  countenance  of  David  were 
suddenly  changed,  to  see  the  pale  face  of  death  in 
one  of  the  chief  actors  in  this  holy  procession.  He, 
that  had  found  God  so  favourable  to  him  in  actions 
of  less  worth,  is  troubled  to  see  this  success  of  a  busi- 
ness so  heartily  directed  unto  his  Gktd  ;  and  now  he 
begins  to  look  through  Uzzah  at  himself,  and  to  say, 
"  How  shall  the  ark  of  the  Lord  come  to  me  T'  Then 
only  shaU  we  make  a  right  use  of  the  judgments  of 
God  upon  others,  when  we  shall  fear  them  in  our- 
selves, and,  finding  our  sins  at  least  equal,  shall 
tremble  at  the  expectation  of  the  same  deserved 
punishments.  Gou  intends  not  only  revenge  in  his 
execution,  but  reformation  ;  as  good  princes  regard 
not  so  much  the  smart  of  the  evil  past,  as  the 
prevention  of  the  future,  which  is  never  attained, 
but  when  we  make  applications  of  God's  hand,  and 
draw  common  causes  out  of  God's  particular  pro- 
ceedings. 

I  do  not  bear  David  say,  Surely  this  man  is  guilty 
of  some  secret  sin  that  the  world  knows  not ;  God  had 
met  with  him,  there  is  no  danger  to  us ;  why  should 
I  be  discouraged  to  see  God  just  ?  We  may  go  on 
safely  and  prosper.    But  here  his  foot  stays,  ana  his 
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hand  falls  irom  his  instrumeDt,  and  his  tongue  is  ready 
to  tax  his  own  unworthinesa  ;  "  How  shall  the  ark  of 
the  Lord  cotne  irnto  me  ?"  That  heart  is  carnal  and 
proud,  that  thinks  any  man  worse  than  himself. 
David's  fear  stays  his  progress;  perhaps  he  might 
have  proceeded  with  good  success,  but  ne  dares  not 
venture,  where  he  sees  such  a  deadly  check.  It  is 
better  to  be  too  fearfiil,  than  too  forward,  in  those 
a&irs  which  do  immediately  concern  Grod.  As  it  is 
not  good  to  re&ain  from  holy  businesses,  so  it  is 
worse  to  do  them  ill ;  awfulness  is  a  safe  interpreter 
of  God's  secret  actions,  and  a  wise  guide  of  ours. 

This  even  hath  holpen  Obed-edom  to  a  euest  he 
looked  not  for ;  Grod  shall  now  sojourn  in  the  house 
of  him,  in  whose  heart  he  dwelt  before  by  a  strong 
&ith,  else  the  man  durst  not  have  undertaJcen  to  re- 
ceive that  dreadful  ark,  which  David  himself  feared 
to  harbour.  Oh  the  courage  of  an  honest  and  &ithiul 
heart !  Obed-edom  knew  well  enough  what  slaughter 
the  ark  had  made  among  the  Philistines,  and  after 
that  among  the  Beth-shemites,  and  now  he  saw 
Uzzah  lie  dead  before  him  ;  yet  doth  he  not  make 
any  scruple  of  entertaining  it,  neither  doth  he  say, 
My  neighbour  Abinadab  was  a  careful  and  religious 
host  to  the  ark,  and  is  now  paid  with  the  blood 
of  bis  son ;  How  shall  I  hope  to  speed  better  ?  But 
he  opens  his  doors  with  a  bold  cheerfulness,  and 
notwithstanding  all  those  terrors,  bids  Giod  welcoma 
Nothing  can  make  God  not  amiable  to  his  own ; 
even  his  very  justice  is  lovely.  Holy  men  know  how 
to  r^oice  in  the  Lord  with  trembling,  and  can  fear 
without  discouragement. 

The  God  of  heaven  will  not  receive  any  thing  from 
men  on  free  coat ;  he  will  pay  liberally  for  his  lodg- 
ing, a  plentiful  blessing  upon  Obed-edom  and  all  his 
household.  It  was  an  honour  to  that  zealous  Gittite, 
that  the  ark  should  come  under  his  roof;  yet  God 
rewards  that  honour  with  benediction :  never  man 
was  a  loser  by  true  godliness.  The  house  of  Obed- 
B  3 
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edom  cannot  this  while  «%iit  observation  ;  the  eyes 
of  David  and  all  Israel  were  never  off  from  it,  to  see 
how  it  &red  with  this  entertainment.  And  now, 
when  they  find  nothing  but  a  gracious  acceptation 
and  sensiole  blessing,  the  good  king  of  Israel  takes 
new  heart,  and  hastens  to  fetch  the  ark  into  his  royal 
city.  The  view  of  God's  fiivauffl  upon  the  godly  is 
no  small  encouragement  to  confidence  and  obedience. 
Doubtless,  Obed-edom  was  not  fr^  from  some  weak- 
nesses :  if  the  Lord  should  have  taken  the  advantage 
of  judgment  against  him,  what  Israelites  had  not 
been  disheartened  from  attending  the  ark?  Now 
David  and  Israel  were  not  more  afirigbted  with  the 
vengeance  upon  Uzzah,  than  encouraged  by  the  bless- 
ing of  Obed-edom.  The  wise  &od  doth  bo  order  his 
just  and  merciful  proceedings,  that  the  awfulneaa  of 
men  may  be  tempered  with  love.  Now  the  sweet 
singer  of  Israel  revives  his  holy  music,  and  adds  both 
more  spirit  and  more  pomp  to  so  devout  a  business. 
I  did  not  before  hear  of  trumpets,  nor  dancing,  nor 
shouting,  nor  sacrifice,  nor  the  linen  ephod.  The 
sense  of  Glod's  pa«t  displeasure  doubles  our  care  to 
please  him,  and  our  joy  in  his  recovered  approbation : 
we  never  make  so  much  of  our  health  as  after  sick- 
ness, nor  never  are  so  officious  to  our  fiiend  as  after 
an  unkindnesB.  In  the  first  setting  out  of  the  ark, 
David's  fear  was  at  least  an  equal  match  to  his  joy ; 
therefore,  after  the  first  six  paces  he  ofiered  a  sacri- 
fice, both  to  pacify  God  ana  thank  him :  but  now, 
when  they  saw  no  sign  of  dislike,  they  did  more 
freely  let  themselves  loose  to  a  fearless  joy,  and  the 
body  strove  to  express  the  holy  afiection  of  the  eoul ; 
there  was  no  limb,  no  part  that  did  not  profess  their 
mirth  by  motion,  no  noise  of  voice  or  instrument 
wanted  to  assist  their  spiritual  jollity:  David  led  the 
way,  dancing  with  all  his  might  in  his  linen  ephod. 
U^ah  was  still  in  his  eye ;  he  durst  not  usurp  upon 
a  garment  of  priests,  but  will  borrow  their  colour  to 
grace  the  solemnity,  though  he  dare  not  the  fiuhion. 
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"White  was  ever  the  colour  of  jo^,  and  linen  was  light 
for  use ;  therefore  he  covers  his  princely  robes  with 
white  linen,  and  means  to  honotir  himself  by  his  coo- 
formity  to  God's  ministers.  Those  that  think  there 
is  disgrace  in  the  ephod,  are  &r  from  the  spirit  of  t^e 
man  after  Clod's  own  heart :  neither  can  there  be  a 
greater  argument  of  a  foul  soul,  than  a  dislike  of  the 
glorious  tilling  of  God.  Bairen  Michal  hath  too 
many  sons  that  scorn  the  holy  habit  and  exercises. 
She  looks  tJirough  her  window,  and  seeing  the  attire 
and  gestures  of  her  devout  husband,  despiseth  him  in 
her  heart ;  neither  can  she  conceal  her  contempt,  btit, 
like  Saul's  daughter,  casts  it  proudly  in  his  &ce: 
"  Oh  how  glorious  was  the  king  of  Israel  this  day, 
which  was  uncovered  this  day  in  the  eyes  of  the 
maidens  of  his  servants,  as  a  fool  uncovereth  him- 
self!" Worldly  hearts  can  see  nothing  in  actions  of 
zeal,  but  folly  and  madness.  Piety  hath  no  relish  to 
their  palate,  bat  diatastefUL 
David's  heart  did  never  swell  so  much  at  any  re- 

K>ach,  as  this  of  his  wife ;  his  love  was  for  the  time 
C  in  his  anger;  and,  as  a  man  impatient  of  no 
adront  so  much  as  in  the  way  of  his  devotion,  he  re- 
turns &  bitter  check  to  his  Michal ;  "  It  was  before 
the  Lord,  which  chose  me  rather  than  thy  lather,  and 
a3l  hia  house,"  Ssc.  Had  not  Michal  twitted  her  hus- 
band with  the  shame  of  his  zeal,  she  had  not  heard 
of  the  shameful  rejection  of  her  &ther ;  now,  since 
she  will  be  fora:etting  whose  wife  she  was,  she  shall 
be  put  in  mind  whose  daughter  she  was.  Contume- 
lies, that  are  cast  upon  us  in  the  causes  of  God,  may 
safely  be  repaid.  If  we  be  meal-mouthed  in  the 
scorns  of  religion,  we  are  not  patient,  but  zeaUess ; 
here  we  may  not  forbear  her  that  lies  in  our  bosom. 
If  David  had  not  loved  Michal  dearly,  he  had  never 
stood  upon'  those  points  with  Abner :  he  knew,  that 
if  Abner  came  to  nim,  the  kingdom  of  Israel  would 
accompany  him;  and  yet  he  sends  him  the  chaise  of 
not  seeing  his  face,  except  he  brought  Michal,  Saul's 
B  i 
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daughter,  with  him  ;  a«  if  he  would  not  regard  the 
crown  of  Israel,  while  he  wanted  that  wife  of  his : 
yet  here  he  takes  her  up  roundly,  as  if  she  had  heen 
an  enemy,  not  a  partner  of  his  bed.  All  relations 
are  aloof  off,  in  comparison  of  that  betwixt  Grod  and 
the  soul.  "  He  that  loves  father  or  mother,  or  wife, 
or  chQd,  better  than  me,  (saith  our  Saviour,)  is  not 
worthy  of  me."  Even  the  highest  delights  of  our 
hearts  must  be  trampled  upon,  when  they  will  stand 
out  in  rivalitywith  God,  Oh  happy  resolution  of  the 
royal  prophet,  and  prophetical  king  of  Israel .'  "  I 
wdl  be  yet  more  viU  than  thus,  and  will  be  low  in 
mine  own  sight."  He  knew  this  very  abasement  he- 
roical :  and  that  the  only  way  to  true  glory  is  not  to 
be  ashamed  of  our  lowest  humiliation  unto  God. 
Well  might  he  promise  himself  honour  {torn  those 
whose  contempt  she  had  threatened.  The  hearts  of 
men  are  not  their  own  ;  he  that  made  them  overrules 
them,  and  inclines  them  to  an  honourable  conceit  of 
those  that  honour  their  Maker :  so  as  holy  men  have 
ofttimes  inward  reverence,  even  where  they  have  out- 
ward indignities.  David  came  to  bless  his  house, 
Michal  brings  a  curse  upon  herself:  her  scorns  shall 
make  her  childless  to  the  day  of  her  death.  Barren- 
ness was  held  in  those  times  none  of  the  least  judg- 
ments. God  doth  so  revenge  David's  quarrel  upon 
Michal,  that  her  sudden  disgrace  shall  be  recompensed 
with  perpetual :  she  shall  not  be  held  worthy  to  bear 
a  son  to  him  whom  she  umustly  contemned  How 
just  is  it  with  God  to  provide  whips  for  the  backs  of 
scomera !  It  is  no  marvel,  if  those  that  mock  at 
goodness  be  plagued  with  continual  fruitlessness. 


CONTEMPLATION   IL 

MEPHIBOSHBTH  AKD  ZIBA. 

So  soon  as  ever  David  oan  but  breathe  himself  Irom 
the  pubhc  cares,  he  casts  back  his  thoughts  to  the  - 
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dear  remembrance  of  his  Jonathan.  Saul's  servant 
is  likely  to  give  him  the  best  intelligence  of  Saul's 
sons :  the  question  is  therefore  moved  to  Ziba,  "  Re- 
maineth  there  none  of  the  bouse  of  Saul !"  And  lest 
suspicion  might  conceal  the  remainders  of  an  emulous 
line,  in  fear  of  revenge  intended,  be  adds,  "  on  whom 
I  may  show  the  mercy  of  God  for  Jonathan's  sake  T' 
0  friendship,  worthy  the  monuments  of  eternity  ;  fit 
only  to  requite  bim  whose  love  was  more  than  the 
love  of  women!  He  doth  not  say.  Is  there  any  of 
the  house  of  Jonathan,  but  of  Saul;  that  for  hia 
friend's  sake,  he  may  show  favour  to  the  posterity  of 
his  persecutor.  Jonathan's  love  could  not  be  greater 
than  Saul's  malice,  which  also  survived  long  in  his 
issue,  from  whom  David  found  a  busy  and  stubborn 
rivality  for  the  crown  of  Israel ;   yet,  as  one  that 

51adly  buried  all  the  hostility  of  Saul's  house  in 
onathan's  grave,  be  asks,  "  Is  there  any  man  left  of 
Saul's  house,  that  I  may  show  him  mercy  for  Jona- 
than's sake  ?"  it  is  true  love,  that  overliving  the 
person  of  a  friend,  will  be  inherited  of  his  seed  ;  but 
to  love  the  posterity  of  an  enemy  in  a  friend,  it  is  the 
miracle  of  friendship.  The  formal  amity  of  the  world 
is  confined  to  a  face,  or  to  the  possibility  of  recom- 
pense languishing  in  the  disability,  and  dying  in  the 
decease,  of  the  party  affected.  That  love  was  ever 
false  that  is  not  ever  constant,  and  the  moat  operative 
when  it  cannot  be  either  known  or  requited. 

To  cut  off  all  unquiet  competition  for  the  kingdom 
of  Israel,  the  providence  of  God  had  so  ordered,  that 
there  is  none  left  of  the  bouse  of  Saul,  besides  the 
sons  of  his  concubines,  save  only  young  and  lame 
Mephibosheth  ;  so  young,  that  he  was  but  five  years 
of  age  when  David  entered  upon  the  government  of 
Israel ;  so  lame,  that,  if  bis  age  bad  fitted,  bis  im- 
potency  had  made  him  unfit  for  the  throne.  Mephi- 
bosheth was  not  bom  a  cripple,  it  was  a  heedless 
nurse  that  made  him  so.  She,  hearing  of  the  death 
'  of  Saul  and  Jonathan,  made  such  haste  to  fiee,  that 
B  5 
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her  young  master  was  lamed  with  the  lalL  CertainlT 
there  needed  no  such  speed  to  run  away  from  Davia, 
whose  love  pursues  the  hidden  son  of  his  brother 
Jonathan.  How  often  doth  our  ignorant  mistaking, 
cause  us  to  run  ^om  our  best  friends,  and  to  catch 
knocks  and  maims  of  them  that  profess  our  protection ! 

Mephibosheth  could  not  come  otherwise  than  fear- 
fully into  the  presence  of  David,  whom  he  knew  so 
lone,  so  spitefully  opposed  by  the  house  of  Said.  He 
could  not  be  ignorant,  that  the  fashion  of  the  world 
is  to  build  their  own  security  upon  the  blood  of  the 
opposite  faction  ;  neither  to  think  themselves  safe 
while  any  branch  remains  springing  out  of  that  root 
of  their  emulation.  Seasonably  doth  David  therefore 
first  expel  all  those  unjust  doubts,  ere  he  administer 
his  further  cordials :  "  Fear  not,  for  I  will  surely  show 
thee  kindness  for  Jonathan  thy  father's  sake,  and 
will  restore  thee  all  the  fleJds  of  Saul  thy  father,  and 
thou  shalt  eat  bread  at  my  table  continually." 

David  can  see  neither  Saul's  blood,  nor  lame  legs 
in  Mephibosheth,  while  he  sees  in  lum  the  features 
of  his  friend  Jonathan ;  how  much  less  shall  the  God 
of  mercies  regard  our  infirmities,  or  the  corrupt  blood 
of  our  sinful  progenitors,  while  he  beholds  us  in  the 
face  of  his  Son,  in  whom  he  is  well-pleased. 

Favours  are  wont  so  much  more  to  affect  us,  as  they 
are  less  expected  by  us.  Mephibosheth,  ae  oveijoyed 
with  so  comfortable  a  word,  and  confounded  in  him- 
self at  the  remembrance  of  the  contrary  deservings  of 
his  family,  bows  himself  to  the  earth,  and  says,  "What 
is  thy  servant,  that  thou  shouldst  look  upon  such  a 
dead  dog  as  I  am  t"  I  find  no  defect  of  wit,  though 
of  limbs,  in  Mephibosheth :  he  knew  himself  the 
grandchild  of  the  king  of  Israel,  the  son  of  Jonathan, 
the  lawful  heir  of  both ;  yet  in  regard  of  Ms  own  im- 
potency,  and  the  trespass  and  rejection  of  his  house, 
he  thus  abaseth  himself  unto  David.  Humiliation  is 
a  right  use  of  God's  affliction.  What  if  he  were  born 
great  7    If  the  sin  of  his  grand&ther  hath  lost  his 
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estate,  and  the  Iiand  of  kis  nurse  hath  deformed  and 
disabled  bis  person,  be  now  forgets  what  he  was,  and 
caJls  himself  worse  than  he  is,  "a  dog."  Yet  "a 
living  dc^  is  better  than  a  dead  lion. '  There  is 
dignity  and  comfort  in  life ;  Mepbibosheth  is  there- 
fore a  dead  dog  unto  David.  It  is  not  for  us  to 
nourish  the  same  spirits  in  our  adverse  estate,  that 
we  found  in  our  highest  prosperity.  What  use  have 
we  made  of  God's  band,  if  we  be  not  the  lower  with 
our  fall  7  God  inteods  we  should  carry  our  cross, 
not  make  a  fire  of  it  to  warm  us :  it  is  no  bearing  up 
our  sails  in  a  tempest.  Good  David  cannot  diaesteem 
Mepbibosheth  ever  the  more  for  disparaging  himtelf ; 
he  loves  and  honours  this  humility  in  tiie  son  of 
Jonathan.  There  is  no  more  certain  way  to  glory  and 
advancement,  than  a  lowly  dejection  of  ourselves.  He 
that  made  himself  a  dog,  and  therefore  fit  only  to  lie ' 
under  the  table,  yea  a  dead  dc^,  and  therefore  fit 
only  for  the  ditt^,  is  raised  up  to  the  table  of  a  king ; 
his  seat  shall  be  honourable,  yea  royal ;  his  £u%  de- 
licious, his  attendance  noble.  How  much  more  will 
our  gracious  Ghxl  lifl  up  our  heads  unto  true  honour 
before  men  and  angels,  if  we  can  be  sincerely  humbled 
in  bis  sight !  If  we  miscall  ourselves  in  the  meao- 
ness  of  our  conceits  to  him,  he  gives  us  a  new  name, 
and  sets  us  at  the  table  of  his  glory.  It  is  contrary 
with  G-od  and  men ;  if  they  reckon  of  us  as  we  set 
ourselves,  he  values  us  according  to  our  abasements. 
Like  a  prince  truly  munificent  and  laithfiil,  David 
promises  and  performs  at  once :  Zlba,  Saul's  servant, 
hath  the  charge  given  him  of  the  execution  of  that 
royal  word ;  "  He  shall  be  the  bailiff  of  this  great 
husbandry  of  bis  master  Mepbibosheth."  The  land 
of  Saul,  however  forfeited,  shall  know  no  other  master 
than  Saul's  grandchild.  As  yet  Saul's  servant  hod 
sped  better  than  his  son.  I  read  of  twenty  servants 
of  Ziba,  none  of  Mepbibosheth,  Earthly  possessions 
do  not  always  admit  of  equal  divisions.  The  wheel 
is  now  turned  up  ;  UephiboehetJi  is  a  ^ince,  Ziba  is 
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his  officer.  I  cannot  but  pity  the  condition  of  thia 
good  son  of  Jonatlian  ;  into  ill  hands  did  honest 
Mephiboaheth  feJl,  first  of  a  careless  nurse,  then  of  a 
treacherous  Bervant ;  she  maimed  his  body,  he  would 
have  overthrown  his  estate.  After  some  years  of 
eye-service  to  Mephiboaheth,  wicked  Ziba  intends  to 
give  him  a  worse  fall  than  his  nurse.  Never  any 
court  was  free  from  detractors,  from  delators,  who  if 
they  see  a  man  to  be  a  cnpple,  that  he  cannot  go  to 
speak  for  himself,  will  be  telling  tales  of  him  in  the 
ears  of  the  great :  such  an  one  waa  this  perfidious 
Ziba,  who  taking  the  opportunity  of  David's  flight 
from  his  son  Absalom,  follows  him  with  a  fair  pre- 
sent, and  a  false  tale,  accusing  his  impotent  master 
of  a  foul  and  traitorous  ingratitude,  labouring  to 
tread  upon  his  lamelord,  to  raise  himself  to  honour. 
True-hearted  Mephibosheth  had  as  good  a  will  as  the 
best ;  if  he  could  have  commanded  legs,  he  had  not 
been  left  behind  David :  now,  that  he  cannot  go  with 
him,  he  will  not  be  well  without  him,  and  therefore 
puts  himself  to  a  wilful  and  sullen  penance,  for  the 
absence  and  danger  of  hia  king  ;  he  will  not  so  much 
as  put  on  clean  clothes  for  the  time,  as  he  that  could 
not  have  any  joy  iu  himself  for  the  want  of  his  lord 
David.  Unconscionable  miscreants  care  not  how  they 
coDogue,  whom  they  slander  for  a  private  advantage. 
Lewd  Ziba  comes  with  a  gift  in  his  hand,  and  a 
smooth  tale  in  his  mouth :  0  air,  you  thought  you 
had  a  Jonathan  at  home,  but  you  will  find  a  Saul ;  it 
were  pity  but  he  should  be  set  at  your  table,  that 
would  sit  in  your  throne  !  You  thought  Saul's  land 
would  have  contented  Mephibosheth,  but  he  would 
have  all  yours  ;  though  he  be  lame,  yet  he  would  be 
climbing :  would  you  have  thought  that  this  cripple 
could  be  plotting  for  your  kingdom,  now  that  you 
are  gone  aside !  Ishbosbeth  will  never  die  while 
Mephibosheth  lives.  How  did  he  now  forget  his  im- 
potence, and  raised  up  his  spirits  in  hope  of  a  day  ; 
and  durst  say,  that  now  the  time  was  come,  wherein 
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the  crown  should  revert  to  Saul's  true  heir.  0  viper ! 
if  a  serpent  bite  in  secret  when  he  is  not  charmed, 
no  better  is  a  slanderer.  Honest  Mephiboaheth,  in 
^lod  manners,  made  a  dead  dog  of  himself,  when 
I>avid  offered  him  the  tavour  of  his  board ;  but  Ziba 
would  make  him  a  verj  dog  indeed,  an  ill-natured 
cur,  that  when  David  did  thus  kindly  feed  him  at 
his  own  table,  would  not  only  bite  his  fingers,  but  fly 
at  his  throat. 

But  what  shall  we  say  to  this  ?  Neither  earthly 
sovereignty,  nor  holiness,  can  exem;pt  men  from  hu- 
man infirmity.  Wise  and  good  David  hath  now  but 
one  ear,  and  that  misled  with  credulity.  His  charity 
in  believing  Ziba  makes  him  uncharitable  in  dis- 
trusting, in  censuring  Uephibosheth.  The  detractor 
hath  not  only  sudden  credit  given  him,  but  Saul's 
land  Jonathan's  son  hath  lost  (unheard)  that  in- 
heritance which  was  given  blm  unsought.  Hearsay 
is  no  safe  ground  of  any  judgment :  Ziba  slanders, 
David  believes,  Mephibosheth  suffers. 

Lies  shall  not  always  prosper  ;  Grod  will  not  abide 
the  truth  to  be  ever  oppressed.  At  last  Jonathan's 
lame  son  shall  be  found  as  sound  in  heart  as  lame  in 
his  body ;  he  whose  soul  was  like  his  fether  Jonathan's 
soul,  whose  body  was  like  to  his  grandfather  Saul's 
soul,  meets  David,  aa  it  is  high  time,  upon  his  return, 
bestirs  his  tongue  to  disGhara;e  himself  of  so  foul  a 
slander ;  the  more  horrible  the  crime  had  been,  the 
more  villanous  was  the  unjust  suggestion  of  it,  and 
the  more  necessary  was  a  just  apology :  sweetly 
therefore,  and  yet  passionately,  doth  he  labour  to 
greaten  David's  favours  to  him,  his  own  obli^tions 
and  vileness ;  showing  himself  more  affected  with 
his  wrong  than  with  his  loss  ;  welcoming  David  home 
with  a  thankful  neglect  of  himself  as  not  caring  that 
Ziba  had  his  substance,  now  that  he  had  bis  king. 
David  is  satisfied ;  Mephibosheth  restored  to  favour 
and  lands:  here  are  two  kind  hearts  well  met.  David 
is  full  of  satis&ction  irom  Uephibosheth  ;    Uephi- 
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bosheth  nms  over  with  joy  in  David :  David,  like  a 

CciouB  king,  gives  Uephiboshetli,  as  before,  Saul's 
ds  to  tiMves  witb  ^ba  ;  Mephiboslietb,  like  a 
king,  gives  all  to  Ziba,  for  joy  toat  God  bad  given 
bim  David ;  all  bad  been  well  if  Ziba  bad  fared  worat. 
Pardon  me,  0  boly  and  glorious  soul  of  a  propbet,  of 
a  king  after  Qod's  own  beart,  I  must  needs  blame 
tbee  for  mercy  ;  a  fault  tbat  the  best  and  most  gene- 
rous natures  are  most  subject  to :  it  is  pity  tbat  so 
good  a  tbitig  abould  do  burt ;  yet  we  find  tbat  the 
best,  misused,  is  most  daiigerous.  Who  sbould  be 
tbe  pattern  of  kings,  but  tbe  king  of  God  1  Mercy 
is  tbe  goodliest  flower  in  bis  crown,  mucb  more  in 
theirs,  but  with  a  difference.  God's  mercy  is  infinite, 
theirs  limited ;  he  says,  "  I  will  have  mercy  on  whom 
I  will :"  tbey  must  say,  "  I  will  have  mercy  on  whom 
I  should."  And  yet  he,  for  all  his  infinite  mercy, 
bath  vessels  of  wrath,  so  must  tbey ;  of  whom  bis " 
justice  batb  said,  "  Thine  eye  shall  not  spare  them." 
A  good  man  is  pitiful  to  bis  beast ;  shall  be  therefore 
make  much  of  toads  and  snakes  I  Ob  that  Ziba 
should  go  away  with  any  possession,  save  of  shame 
and  sorrow,  that  be  shoiud  be  coupled  with  a  Mepbi- 
bosheth  in  a  partnership  of  estates  !  Oh  that  David 
bad  changed  tbe  word  a  little ! 

A  division  was  due  here  indeed ;  but  of  Ztba's  ears 
from  his  bead,  or  his  head  from  bis  sbouldeis,  for 
going  about  so  maliciously  to  divide  David  from  the 
son  of  Jonathan :  an  eye  for  an  eye  was  God's  rule. 
If  that  had  been  true,  which  Ziba  suggested  against 
Mepbibosheth,  he  bad  been  worthy  to  lose  bis  head 
with  bia  lands  ;  being  false,  it  had  been  but  reason 
Ziba  sbould  have  changed  heads  with  Mepbibosheth, 
Had  not  holy  David  himself  been  so  stimg  with  tbe 
venomous  tongues,  that  he  cries  out,  in  the  bitter- 
ness of  bis  soul,  "  What  reward  shall  be  given  thee, 
0  thou  false  tongue  J  even  sharp  arrows,  with  hot 
burning  coals."  He  that  was  so  sensible  of  himself 
in  Doeg's  wrong,   doth  he  feel  so  little  of  Mephi- 
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bosheth  in  Zib&'s  1  Are  these  the  arrows  of  David's 
qniver  ?  Are  these  his  hot  hurniriK  coala  ?  "  Thou 
and  Ziba  divlda"  He  that  had  sai^  Their  tongue  is 
a  shatp  sword  ;  now,  that  the  sword  of  just  reveuee 
irf  in  his  hand,  is  this  the  blow  he  gives  ?  "  Divide 
the' possession."  I  know  not  whether  excess  or  want 
of  mer<7  may  prove  most  dangerous  in  the  great ; 
the  one  discourages  good  intentions  with  fear ;  the 
other  may  encourage  wicked  practices  through  pre- 
sumption ;  those  that  are  in  eminent  pla«e  must  soon 
learn  the  mid-way  betwixt  both ;  so  ]mrdoning  faults, 
that  they  may  not  provoke  them :  so  punishing  them, 
that  they  may  not  dishearten  virtuous  and  well- 
meant  actions ;  they  must  learn  to  sing  that  absolute 
ditty,  whereof  David  had  here  forgotten  one  part,  of 
mercy  and  judgment. 


CONTEMPLATION  III. 
UASOK  AND  David's  abcbassadobs. 
It  is  not  the  meaning  of  religion  to  make  men  un- 
civil. If  the  kine  of  Ammon  were  heathenish,  yet 
his  kindness  may  be  acknowledged,  may  be  returned 
by  the  king  of  Israel.  I  say  not,  but  that  perhaps 
David  might  maintain  too  strait  a  lef^pie  with  that 
forbidden  nation.  A  little  friendship  is  enough  to 
an  idolater ;  but  even  the  savage  cannibals  may  re- 
ceive an  answer  of  outward  courtesy.  If  a  very  dog 
fawn  upon  us  we  stroke  him  on  the  bead,  and  clap 
him  on  the  side  ;  much  less  is  the  common  band  of 
humanity  untied  by  grace.  Disparitv,  in  S]Hritual 
professions,  is  no  warrant  for  ingratitude.  He  there- 
fore, whose  good  nature  proclaimed  to  show  mercy  to 
any  branch  of  Saul's  house  for  Jonathan's  sake,  will 
now  also  show  kindness  to  Hanun,  for  the  sake  of 
Nahash  his  father. 

It  wafl  the  same  Nahash  that  offered  the  cruel  con- 
dition to  the  men  of  Jabesh-Qilead,  of  thrusting  out 
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their  right  eyes  for  tlie  admiBsion  into  his  covenant. 
He  that  wob  thus  bloody  in  his  designs  against  Israel, 
yet  was  kind  to  David ;  perhaps  for  no  cause  so  much 
as  Saul's  opposition ;  and  yet  even  this  iavour  is  held 
worthy  hoth  of  memory  and  retribution.  Where  we 
have  the  acts  of  courtesy,  it  is  not  neoessaty  we 
should  enter  into  a  strict  examination  of  the  grounds 
of  it ;  while  the  benefit  is  ours,  let  the  intention  be 
their  own.  Whatever  the  hearts  of  men  are,  we 
must  look  at  their  hands,  and  repay  not  what  they 
meant,  but  what  they  did. 

Nahash  is  dead,  David  sends  ambassadors  to  con- 
dole his  loss,  and  to  comfort  his  son  Hanun.  No 
Ammonite  but  is  sadly  affected  with  the  death  of  a 
iather,  though  it  gain  him  a  kingdom.  Even  Esau 
could  say,  "  The  days  of  mourning  for  my  father  will 
come  ;"  no  earthly  advantage  can  fill  up  the  gap  of 
nature.  Those  children  are  worse  than  Ammonites, 
that  can  think  either  gain  or  liberty  worthy  to  coun- 
tervail a  parent's  loss. 

Carnal  men  are  wont  to  measure  another's  foot  by 
their  own  last ;  their  own  falsehood  makes  them  un- 
justly suspicious  of  others.  The  princes  of  Ammon, 
because  they  are  guilty  to  their  own  hollowness  and 
doubleness  of  heart,  are  ready  so  to  judge  of  David 
and  his  messengers  ;  "  Thinkest  thou  that  David  doth 
honour  thy  father,  that  he  hath  sent  comforters  unto 
thee  ;  hath  not  David  rather  sent  his  own  servants 
to  thee  to  search  the  city,  and  to  spy  it  out,  to  over- 
throw it  ?"  It  is  hard  for  a  wicked  heart  to  think 
well  of  any  other  ;  because  it  can  think  none  better 
than  itself  and  knows  itself  evil.  The  freer  a  man 
is  from  vice  himself,  the  more  charitable  he  uses  to 
be  unto  others. 

Whatsoever  David  was,  particularly  in  his  own 
person,  it  was  ground  enough  of  prejudice,  that  he 
was  an  Israelite.  It  was  an  hereditary  and  deep 
settled  hatred  that  the  Ammonites  had  conceived 
against  their  brethren  of  Israel ;  neither  can  they 
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foj^et  that  shamefal  and  fearful  foil  which  tbey  re- 
ceived &om  the  rescuers  of  Jabesh-Gilead  ;  and  now 
atill  do  thej  stomach  at  the  name  of  Israel.  Malice 
once  conceived  in  worldly  hearts,  ia  not  easily  ex- 
tinguished, but,  upon  all  occasions,  is  ready  to  break 
form  into  a  flame  of  revengeful  actions. 

Nothing  can  be  more  dangerous,  than  for  young 
princes  to  meet  with  ill  counsel  in  the  eatrance  of 
their  governipcnt ;  for  both  then  are  they  most  prone 
to  take  it,  and  most  difficultly  recovered  from  it :  if 
we  be  set  out  of  our  way  in  the  beginning  of  our 
journey,  we  wander  all  the  day.  How  happy  is  that 
state,  where  both  the  counsellors  are  faitblul  to  give 
only  good  advice,  and  the  king  wise  to  discern  good 
advice  from  evil !  The  young  king  of  Ammon  ia 
easily  drawn  to  believe  bis  peers,  and  to  mistrust  the 
messengers  ;  and  having  now,  in  his  conceit,  turned 
them  into  spies,  entertains  them  with  a  scom^  dis- 
grace ;  be  shaves  off  one  half  of  their  beards,  and  cute 
off  one  half  of  their  garments,  exposing  them  to  the 
derision  of  all  the  beholders.  The  Israelites  were 
forbidden  either  a  shaven  beard,  or  a  short  garment ; 
in  despite,  perhaps,  of  their  law,  these  ambassadoiB 
are  sent  away  with  both  ;  certainly  in  a  despite  of 
their  master,  and  a  scorn  of  their  persons. 

King  David  is  not  a  little  sensible  of  the  abuse  of 
his  messengers,  and  of  himself  in  them ;  first  there- 
fore he  desires  to  hide  their  shame,  then  to  revenge 
it  Man  hath  but  a  double  ornament  of  body,  the 
one  of  nature,  the  other  of  art ;  the  natural  ornament 
ia  the  hair,  the  artificial  is  apparel ;  David's  messen- 
gers are  deformed  in  both :  tne  one  is  easily  supplied 
by  a  new  suit,  the  other  can  only  be  suppUed  out  of 
the  wardrobe  of  time  ;  "  Tany  at  Jericho  till  your 
beards  be  grown."  How  easily  bad  this  deformity 
been  removed,  if,  as  Hanun  bad  shaven  one  side  of 
their  faces,  so  they  bad  shaven  the  other!  What 
had  this  been  but  to  resemble  their  younger  age,  or 
that  other  sex,  in  neither  of  which  do  we  use  to  place 
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any  inagication  of  unbeseeming  ?  NeitlteT  did  there 
want  some  of  their  neighbour  nations,  whose  faces 
age  itself  had  not  wont  to  cover  with  this  shade  of 
hair.  But  so  respective  ia  good  David,  and  hia  wise 
senators,  of  their  country's  forms,  that  they  shall,  by 
appointment,  rather  tarry  abroad,  till  time  have 
wrought  their  conformity,  than  vary  from  the  re- 
ceive fashions  of  their  own  people.  Alas,  into  what 
a  licentious  variety  of  strange  disguises  are  we  fiillen ! 
^Q  glory  of  attire  is  sought  in  novelty,  in  missbapen- 
ness,  in  monstrousness ;  uiere  ia  much  latitude,  much 
'  liberty  in  the  use  of  these  indifferent  things ;  but, 
because  we  are  free,  we  may  not  run  wild,  and  never 
think  we  have  scope  enough,  unless  we  outrun  mo- 
desty. 

It  is  lawful  for  public  persona  to  feel  their  own 
indignities,  iuid  to  endeavour  their  revenge  Now 
David  sends  all  the  host  of  the  mighty  men  to  punish 
Ammou  for  so  foul  an  abuse,  ^ose  that  received 
the  messengers  of  his  love  with  scorn  and  insolency, 
shall  now  be  severely  saluted  with  the  messengers  of 
his  wrath,  Ti  ia  jost  both  with  God  and  men,  that 
they  who  know  not  how  to  take  favours  aright,  should 
smart  with  judgments.  Kindness  repulsed  breaks 
forth  into  indignation ;  how  much  more,  wh«i  it  is 
re^id  with  an  injurious  affront ! 

David  cannot  but  feel  his  own  cheeks  shaven,  and 
his  own  coat  cut  in  his  ambassadors' ;  they  did  but 
carry  his  person  to  Hanun ;  neither  can  he  therefore 
but  appropriate  to  himself  the  kindness  or  injury 
offered  unto  them.  He  that  did  so  take  to  heart  the 
cutting  off  but  the  lap  of  king  Saul's  garment,  when 
it  was  laid  aside  from  him,  how  most  he  needs  be 
affected  with  this  disdainM  halving  of  his  hair  and 
robes  in  the  person  of  his  deputies!  The  name  of 
ambassadors  hath  been  ever  sacred,  and,  by  the  uni- 
versal law  of  nations  hath  carried  in  it  sufficient  pro- 
tection from  all  public  wrongs  ;  neither  hath  it  been 
violated  without  a  revenge.    0  God,  what  shall  we 
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say  to  those  notorioas  contempts,  whicli  are  dail;  cast 
upon  tby  spiritual  messengers !  Is  it  possible  thou 
shouldat  not  feel  them,  thou  shouldst  not  arenge 
them  1  We  are  made  a  glazing-stock  to  the  world,  to 
angels  and  to  men  ;  we  are  despised  and  trodden 
down  in  the  dust !  "  Who  hath  believed  our  report, 
and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed  1" 

How  obstinate  are  wicked  men  in  their  perverse 
resolutions!  These  foolish  Ammonites  had  rather 
hire  Syrians  to  maintain  &  war  against  Israel  in  so 
foul  a  quarrel,  besides  the  hazard  of  their  own  lives, 
than  confess  the  error  of  their  jealous  misconstruc- 
tion. 

It  is  one  of  the  mad  principles  of  wickedness,  that 
it  is  a  weakness  to  relent,  and  rather  to  die  than 
yield.  Even  ill  causes,  once  undertaken,  must  be 
upheld,  although  with  blood ;  whereas  the  gracious 
heart  finding  his  own  mistaking,  doth  not  only  remit 
of  an  ungrounded  displeasure,  but  studies  to  be  re- 
venged of  itself,  and  to  give  satis&ction  to  the 
offended. 

The  mercenary  Syrians  are  drawn  to  venture  their 
lives  for  a  fee ;  twenty  thousand  of  them  are  hired 
into  the  field  against  Israel.  Fond  pagans,  that 
know  not  the  value  of  a  man  ;  their  blood  cost  them 
nothing,  and  they  care  not  to  sell  it  good-cheap! 
How  can  we  think  those  men  have  souls,  that  esteem 
a  little  white  earth  above  themselves !  that  never 
inquire  into  the  justice  of  the  quarrel,  but  the  rate  of 
the  pay  t  that  can  rifle  for  drachms  of  silver  in  the 
bowels  of  their  own  flesh,  and  either  kill  or  die  for  a 
day's  wages  ? 

Joab,  the  wise  general  of  Israel,  soon  finds  where 
the  strength  of  the  battle  lay,  and  so  marshals  his 
troops,  that  the  choice  of  his  men  shall  encounter  the 
van-giWd  of  the  Syrians.  His  brother  Abisfaai  leads 
the  rest  against  the  children  of  Ammon,  with  this 
covemlnt  of  mutual  assistance,  "  If  the  Syrians  be 
too  strong  for  me,  then  thou  shalt  help  me ;  but  if  the 
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children  of  Amnion  he  too  strong  for  thee,  then  will 
I  come  and  help  thea"  It  ia  a  happy  thing  when 
the  captains  of  God's  people  join  together  &a  brethren, 
and  lend  their  hand  to  the  aid  of  each  other  against 
the  common  adversary.  Concord  in  defence,  or  as- 
Bault,  is  the  way  to  victory ;  as,  contrarily,  the  division 
of  the  leaders  is  the  overthrow  of  the  army. 

Set  aside  some  particular  actions,  Joah  was  a 
worthy  captain,  both  for  wisdom  and  valour.  Who 
could  either  exhort  or  resolve  better  than  he !  "  Be 
of  good  courage,  and  let  us  play  the  men,  for  our 
people  and  for  the  cities  of  our  God ;  and  the  Lord 
do  uiat  which  seemeth  him  good !"  It  is  not  either 
private  glory  or  profit  that  whets  his  fortitude,  but 
the  respect  to  the  cause  of  Crod  and  his  people.  That 
soldier  can  never  answer  it  to  Qod,  that  strikes  not 
more  as  a  justiciar,  than  as  an  enemy;  neither  doth 
he  content  himself  with  his  own  courage,  but  he  ani- 
mates othera  The  tongue  of  a  commander  fights 
more  than  his  hand.  It  is  enough  for  private  men  to 
•exerciae  what  life  and  limbs  they  have :  a  good  leader 
must  out  of  his  own  abundance  put  life  and  spirits 
into  all  others:  if  a  lion  lead  sheep  into  the  field 
there  is  hope  of  victory.  Lastly,  when  he  hath  done 
his  best,  he  resolves  to  depend  upon  God  for  the  issue, 
not  trusting  to  his  sword,  or  his  bow,  but  to  the 
providence  of  the  Almighty  for  success,  as  a  man 
religiously  awful,  and  awfully  confident  while  there 
should  be  no  want  in  their  own  endeavours.  He 
knew  well  that  the  race  was  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the 
battle  to  the  strong,  therefore  he  looks  up  above  the 
hills  whence  cometh  his  salvation.  All  valour  is 
cowardice  to  that  which  is  built  upon  religion. 

I  marvel  not  to  see  Joah  victorious,  while  he  is 
thus  godly.  The  Syrians  flee  before  him  like  fiocks 
of  sheep,  the  Ammonites  follow  them :  the  two  sons  of 
Zeruiah  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  pursue  and  execute. 
The  throats  of  the  Ammonites  are  cut,  for  cutting 
the  beards  and  coats  of  the  laraelitish  messengers  j 
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DeitKer  doth  this  revenge  end  in  the  field :  Rabbah, 
the  royal  tAtt  of  Ammon,  is  strongly  belef^ered  hj 
Joab;  the  city  of  Waters  (after  -well  near  a  year's 
siege)  yieldeth,  the  rest  can  no  longer  hold  out.  Now 
Joab,  as  one  that  desireth  more  to  approve  himself 
a  loyal  and  &  careAiI  subject,  than  a  happy  general, 
sends  to  his  master  David,  that  he  should  come  per- 
sonally, and  encamp  against  the  city  and  take  it ; 
"  ]est  (saith  he)  I  take  it,  and  it  be  called  after  my 
name."  0  noble  and  imitable  fidelity  of  a  dutiful 
servant,  that  prefers  his  lord  to  himself,  and  is  so  far 
from  stealing  honour  from  his  roaster's  deserts,  that 
he  willingly  remits  of  his  own  to  add  unto  his !  The 
war  was  not  his,  he  was  only  employed  by  his  sove- 
reign :  the  same  person  that  was  wronged  in  the 
ambassadors,  revengeth  by  his  soldiers.  The  praise 
of  the  act  shall,  like  fountain  water,  return  to  the  sea 
whence  it  originally  came.  To  seek  a  man's  own 
glory  is  not  glory,  Alas,  how  many  are  there,  who 
being  sent  to  sue  for  God,  woo  for  themselves !  0 
God,  it  is  a  fearful  thing  to  rob  thee  of  that  which  is 
dearest  to  thee,  glory ;  which  as  thou  wilt  not  nve 
to  any  creature,  so  much  less  wilt  thou  endure  tiiat 
any  creature  should  filch  it  &om  thee,  and  give  it  to 
himself!  Have  thou  the  honour  of  all  our  actions, 
who  givest  a  being  to  our  actions  and  us,  and  in  both 
hast  most  justly  regarded  thine  own  praise. 


CONTEMPLATION  IV. 

DAVID  WITH  BATHSHEBA  AND  URIAH. 
With  what  unwillingness,  with  what  fear,  do  I  still 
look  upon  the  miscarriage  of  the  man  after  God's 
own  heart !  0  holy  prophet,  who  can  promise  him- 
self always  to  stand,  when  he  sees  thee  fallen,  and 
maimed  with  the  fall !  Who  can  assure  himself  of 
an  immunity  from  the  foulest  sins,  when  he  sees  thee 
offending  so  heinously,  so  bloodily  t  Let  pro&ne  eyes 
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behold  thee  contentedly,  as  a  pattern,  as  an  excuse 
of  sinning ;  I  shall  never  look  upon  thee  but  through 
tears,  as  a  wofiil  spectacle  of  human  infirmity. 

While  Joab  and  all  Israel  were  busy  in  the  war 
against  Ammon,  in  the  siege  of  Rabbah,  Satan  finds 
time  to  lay  siege  to  the  secure  heart  of  Pavid.  Who 
ever  found  David  thus  tempted,  thus  foiled  in  the  days 
of  his  busy  wars  ?  Now  only  do  I  see  the  king  of 
Israel  lising  from  his  bed  in  the  evening:  the  time 
wa£,  when  he  rose  up  in  the  morning  to  his  early 
devotions,  when  he  brake  his  nightly  rest  with  public 
cares,  with  the  business  of  the  state ;  all  that  while 
he  was  innocent,  he  was  holy:  but  now  that  he 
wallows  in  the  bed  of  idleness,  he  is  fit  to  invite 
temptation.  The  industrious  man  hath  no  leisure  to 
sin.  The  idle  hath  neither  leisure  nor  power  to  avoid 
sin.  Exercise  is  not  more  wholesome  for  the  body 
than  for  the  soul,  the  remission  whereof  breeds 
matter  of  disease  in  both.  The  water  that  hath  been 
heated  soonest  freezeth.  The  moat  active  spirit 
soonest  tireth  with  slacking.  The  earth  stands  still 
and  is  all  dregs ;  the  heavens  ever  move,  and  are 
pure.  We  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  assi- 
duity of  work  ;  the  toil  of  action  is  answered  hy  the 
benefit ;  if  we  did  less,  we  should  suffer  more,  &tan, 
like  an  idle  companion,  if  he  finds  us  busy,  fiies  back, 
and  sees  it  no  time  to  entertain  vain  purposes  with 
us :  we  cannot  please  him  better  than  by  casting 
away  our  work,  to  hold  chat  with  him ;  we  cannot 
yield  so  far  and  be  guiltless. 

Even  David's  eyes  have  no  sooner  the  sleep  rubbed 
out  of  them,  than  they  rove  to  wanton  prospects :  he 
walks  upon  his  roof,  and  sees  Bathsheba  washing  her- 
self, inquires  after  her,  sends  for  her,  solicits  her  to 
uncleanness.  The  same  spirit  that  shut  up  hia  eyes 
in  unseasonable  sleep,  opens  them  upon  an  enticing 
object ;  while  sin  hatn  such  a  solicitor,  it  cannot  want 
either  means  or  opportunity.  I  cannot  think  Bath- 
dieba  could  be  so  immodest  as  to  wash  herself 
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openly,  eepecinlly  from  her  natural  anclesnaess.  Lnst 
is  quick-aighted.  David  hath  espied  her,  where  she 
could  espy  no  beholder.  His  eyes  recoil  upon  hiB 
heart,  and  have  Bmitten  him  with  dnfiil  desire. 

There  can  be  no  safety  to  that  soul,  where  the 
senses  are  let  loose.  He  oan  never  keep  his  covenant 
with  God,  that  makes  not  a  covenant  with  his  eyes. 
It  is  an  idle  presumption  to  think  the  outward  miui 
may  be  iree,  while  the  inward  is  safe.  He  is  more 
thaji  a  man  whose  heart  is  not  led  by  his  eyes ;  he  is 
no  r^enerate  -man  whose  eyes  are  not  restrained  by 
his  heart. 

0  Bathsheba,  how  wert  thou  washed  from  thine 
uncleanoeee,  when  thou  yieldest  to  go  into  an  adul- 
terous bed !  never  wert  thou  so  foul,  as  now  when 
thou  wert  new  washed.  The  worst  of  nature  is  clean- 
liness to  the  best  of  sin.  Thou  hadst  been  clean,  if 
thou  hadst  not  washed ;  yet  for  thee,  I  know  how  to 
plead  infirmity  of  sei,  and  the  importunity  of  a  king : 
but  what  shall  I  say  for  thee,  0  thou  royal  prophet, 
and  prophetical  king  c^  Israel?  Where  shall  I  find 
ought  to  extenuate  that  crime,  for  which  God  himself 
bath  noted  thee  1  Did  not  thy  holy  profession  teach 
thee  to  abhor  such  a  sin  more  than  death  ?  Was  not 
thy  justice  wont  to  punish  this  sin  with  no  less  than 
death  ?  Did  not  thy  very  calling  call  thee  to  a  pro- 
tection and  preservation  of  justice,  of  chastity  in  thy 
subjects  ?  Didst  thou  want  store  of  wives  of  thine 
own  7  Wert  thou  restrained  from  taking  more  ?  Was 
there  no  beauty  in  Israel,  but  in  a  subjeet's  marriage- 
bed  ?  Wert  thou  overcome  by  the  vehement  solicita- 
tions of  an  adulteress  ?  Wert  thou  not  the  tempter, 
the  prosecutor  of  this  unoleanness  7  I  should  acouse 
thee  deeply,  if  thou  hadst  not  accused  thyself; 
nothing  wanted  to  greaten  thy  sin,  or  our  wonder  and 
fear.  0  God,  whimer  do  we  go,  if  thou  stay  us  not  ? 
Who  ever,  amonget  the  millions  of  thy  servants,  could 
find  himself  furnished  with  stronger  preservatives 
against  sin  ?    Agaiiut  whom  could  suul  a  sin  find 
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leaa  pretence  of  prevailing  ?  Oh  keep  thou  ua,  that 
presunrptuous  sins  prevail  not  over  us ;  so  only  shall 
we  be  free  from  great  offencea. 

The  suits  of  kings  are  imperative :  ambition  did 
now  prove  a  bawd  to  lust.  Batbaheha  yielded  to 
offend  God,  to  dishonour  her  husband,  to  clog  and 
wound  her  own  aoul,  to  abuse  her  body.  '  Dishonesty 
grows  bold,  when  it  is  countenanced  with  greatness. 
Eminent  persons  had  need  he  careful  of  their  de- 
mands': they  sin  hy  authority,  that  are  solicited  by 
the  mighty. 

Had  Bathsheba  been  mindiul  of  her  matrimonial 
fidelity,  perhaps  David  had  been  soon  checked  in  his 
inordinate  desire ;  her  facility  Airthers  the  sin.  The 
first  motioner  of  evil  is  moat  faulty ;  but  as  in  quar- 
rels, so  in  offences,  the  second  blow  (which  is  the 
consent)  makes  the  fray.  Good  Joseph  was  moved  to 
folly  by  his  great  and  beautifiil  mistress ;  this  fire  fell 
upon  wet  tinder,  and  therefore  aoon  went  out. 

Sin  is  not  acted  alone ;  if  but  one  party  be  wise, 
both  escape.  It  is  no  excuse  to  say,  I  was  tempted, 
though  by  the  great,  though  by  the  holy  and  learned ; 
almost  aJl  sinners  are  misled  by  that  transformed 
angel  of  light.  The  action  is  that  we  must  regard, 
not  the  person.  Let  the  mover  be  never  so  glorious, 
if  he  stirs  us  to  evil,  he  must  he  entertained  with 
defiance. 

The  God,  that  knows  how  to  raise  good  out  of  evil, 
blesses  an  adulterous  copulation  with  that  increase, 
which  he  denies  to  the  chaste  embracements  of  honest 
wedlock.  Bathsheba  hath  conceived  by  David ;  and 
now  at  once  conceives  a  sorrow  and  care  how  to 
smother  the  ahame  of  her  conception :  he,  that  did  the 
£u!t,  must  hide  it. 

0  David,  where  is  thy  repentance  ?  where  is  thy 
tenderness  and  compunction  of  heart ;  where  are  those 
holy  meditations,  which  had  wont  to  take  up  thy  soul  T 
Alae,  instead  of  clearing  thy  sin,  thou  labourest  to 
cloke  it,  and  spendest  those  thoughts  in  the  concealing 
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of  thy  wickednesB,  which  thou  shouldest  rather  have 
heatowed  in  preventiiiff  it.  The  best  of  God's  children 
ma.j  not  onlj  be  dren&Qed  in  the  waves  of  sin,  but  lie 
in  them  for  the  time,  and  perhaps  sink  twice  to  the 
bottcon :  what  hypocrite  could  have  done  worse,  than 
study  how  to  cover  the  face  of  his  sin  &om  the  eyes 
of  men,  while  he  regarded  not  the  sting  of  sin  in  his 
soul? 

As  there  are  some  acts  wherein  the  hypocrite  is  a 
saint,  so  there  are  some  wherein  the  greatest  saint 
upon  earth  may  be  a  hypocrite.  Saul  did  thus  go 
about  to  colour  his  sin,  and  is  cursed.  The  vessels  of 
mercy  and  wrath  are  not  ever  distinguiahable  by  their 
actions :  he  makes  the  diSerence,  that  will  have  mercy 
on  whom  he  will,  and  whom  he  will  he  bardenetL 

It  is  rare  and  hard  to  commit  a  single  sin.  David 
hath  abused  the  wife  of  Uriah,  now  he  would  abuse 
his  person,  in  causing  him  to  father  a  false  seed.  That 
worthy  Hittite  is  sent  for  from  the  wars ;  and  nowj 
a£teT  some  cunning  and  far-fetched  questions,  is  dis- 
missed to  his  house,  not  without  a  present  of  &vour. 
Bavid  could  not  but  imagiue,  that  the  beauty  of  his 
Bathsheba  must  needs  be  attractive  enough  to  a 
husband,  whom  long  absence  in  wars  bad  withheld 
all  that  whOe  from  so  pleasing  a  bed ;  neither  could 
he  think,  that  since  that  face  and  those  breasts  had 
power  to  allure  himselftoanunlawful  lust,  it  could  be 
possible,  that  ITriali  should  not  be  invited  by  them  to 
an  idlowed  and  warrantable  tuition. 

That  David's  heart  might  now  the  rather  strike 
him,  in  comparing  the  chaste  resolutions  of  his  ser- 
vant with  his  own  light  incontinence,  good  Uriah 
sleeps  at  the  door  of  the  king's  palace,  miudng  choice 
of  a  stony  pillow,  under  the  canopy  of  heaven,  rather 
than  the  delicate  bed  of  her  wnom  he  thought  as 
honest  as  he  knew  fair.  "  The  ark  (saith  he)  and 
Israel,  and  Judah,  dwell  in  tents,  and  my  lord  Joab, 
and  the  servants  of  my  lord  abide  in  the  open  fields : 
shall  I  then  go  into  my  house  to  eat  and  drink,  and 
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lie  with  my  wife !  by  tby  life,  and  by  the  life  of  thy 
soul,  I  will  not  do  this  thing," 

Who  can  but  be  astonished  at  this  change,  to  see  a 
soldier  austere,  and  a  prophet  wanton  7  And  how 
doth  that  soldier's  austerity  shame  the  prophet's 
wantonness !  0  zealous  and  mortified  soul,  worthy  of 
a  more  faitbfiil  wife,  of  a  more  juat  master,  how  didat 
thou  overlook  all  base  sensuality,  and  hatedst  to  be  , 
happy  alone !  War  and  lust  had  wont  to  be  reputed 
friends ;  thy  breast  is  not  more  full  of  courage  than 
chastity,  and  is  so  far  from  wandering  after  forbidden 
pleasures,  that  it  refuseth  lawful. 

"  There  is  a  time  to  laugh,  and  a  time  to  mourn ; 
a  time  to  embrace,  and  a  time  to  be  far  from  embra- 
cing," Even  the  best  actions  are  not  always  seasonable, 
much  less  the  indifferent.  He,  that  ever  takes  liberty 
to  do  what  he  may,  shall  offend  no  less,  than  he  that 
sometimes  takes  Uberty  to  do  what  he  may  not. 

If  any  thing,  the  ark  of  Grod  is  fittest  to  lead  our 
tunes  ;  according  as  that  is  either  distressed  or  pros- 
peretb,  should  we  frame  our  mirth  or  mourning.  To 
dwell  in  ceiled  bouses,  while  the  temple  lies  waste,  is 
the  ^ound  of  God's  just  quarreL 

"  How  shall  we  sing  a  song  of  the  Lord  in  a  strange 
land  ?  If  I  forget  thee,  0  Jerusalem,  let  my  right 
hand  forget  her  cunning ;  if  I  do  not  remember  thee, 
let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth ;  yea, 
if  I  prefer  not  Jerusalem  to  my  chief  joy." 

As  every  man  is  a  limb  of  the  community,  so  must 
he  be  affected  with  the  estate  of  the  univOTsal  body, 
whether  healthful  or  languishing ;  it  did  not  more 
aggravate  David's  sin,  that  whUe  the  ark  and  Israel 
were  in  hazard  and  distress,  he  could  find  time  to  loose 
the  reins  to  wanton  desires  and  actions,  than  it  mag- 
nifies the  religious  zea]  of  Uriah,  that  he  abandons 
comfort,  till  he  see  the  ark  and  Israel  victorious. 

Common  dangers  or  calamities  must  (like  the  rapt- 
motion)  carry  our  hearts  contrary  to  the  ways  of  our 
private  occasions.     He  that  cannot  be  moved  with 
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words,  shall  be  tried  with  wine.  Uriah  had  equally 
protested  against  feasting  at  home,  and  society  with 
his  wife;  to  the  one,  the  authority  of  a  king  forceth 
him  abroad,  in  hope  that  the  excess  thereof  shall 
force  him  to  the  otaer.  It  is  like  that  holy  captain 
intended  only  to  yield  bo  much  obedience  as  might 
consist  with  his  course  of  austerity.  But  wine  is  a 
mocker ;  when  it  goes  plausihly  in,  no  man  can  ima- 
gine how  it  will  rage  and  tyrannize ;  he  that  receives 
that  traitor  within  his  gates,  shall  too  late  complain 
of  surprisaL  Like  imto  that  ill  spirit;  it  insinuates 
sweetly,  hut  in  the  end  it  bites  like  a  serpent,  and 
hurts  like  a  cockatrice.  Even  good  Uriah  is  made 
drunk  ;  the  holiest  soul  may  be  overtaken :  it  is  hard 
gainsaying,  where  a  king  begins  a  health  to  a  sub- 
ject :  where,  oh  where,  wUl  this  wickedness  end  ? 
David  will  now  procure  the  sin  of  another  to  hide  his 
own.  Uriah's  drunkenness  is  more  David's  offence 
than  his.  It  is  weakly  yielded  to  of  the  one,  which 
was  wilfully  intended  of  the  other.  The  one  was  as 
the  sinner,  the  other  as  the  tempter. 

Had  not  David  known  that  wine  was  an  inducement 
to  lust,  he  had  spared  those  superfiuotis  cups.  Expe- 
rience had  taught  him,  that  the  eye,  debau<^ed  with 
wine,  will  look  upon  strange  women.  The  drunkard 
may  be  any  thing  save  good.  Yet  in  this  the  aim 
jailed ;  grace  is  stronger  than  wine  ;  while  that  with- 
holds, in  vain  shall  the  fury  of  the  grape  attempt  to 
carry  Uriah  to  his  own  bed.  Sober  David  is  now 
worse  than  drunken  Uriah.  Had  not  the  king  of 
Israel  been  more  intoxicated  with  sin  than  Uriah 
with  drink,  he  had  not,  in  a  sober  intemperance, 
climbed  up  into  that  bed,  which  the  drunken  tem- 
perance of  Uriah  refused. 

If  David  had  been  hut  himself,  how  had  he  loved, 
how  had  he  honoured  this  honest  and  religious  zeal, 
in  his  so  faithful  servant,  whom  now  h«  cruelly  seeks 
to  reward  with  death !  That  &ct  which  wine  cannot 
hide,  the  sword  shall  Uriah  shall  hear  his  own  mit- 
0  2 
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timus  unto  Joab ;  "  Put  ye  Uriah  in  the  foretront  of 
the  strength  of  the  battle,  and  retire  back  from  him, 
tiiat  he  may  be  smitteu  and  die."  What  is  become 
of  thee,  0  uiou  good  Spirit,  that  hadst  wont  to  guide 
thy  chosen  servant  in  nis  former  ways  ?  Is  not  this 
the  man  whom  we  lately  saw  so  heart -smitten,  for 
but  cutting  off  the  lap  of  the  garment  of  a  wicked 
master,  tlmt  is  now  thus  lavish  of  the  blood  of  a  gra- 
cious and  well-deserving  servant  ?  Could  it  be  likely 
that  so  worthy  a  captain  could  fall  alone  ?  Could 
David  have  expiated  this  sin  with  his  own  blood,  it 
had  been  but  well  spent ;  but  to  cover  faia  sin  with 
the  innocent  blood  of  others,  was  a  crime  above  as- 
tonishment. 

Oh  the  deep  deceitfulness  of  sin!  If  the  devil 
should  have  come  to  David  in  the  most  lovely  form 
of  Bathsheba  herself  and  at  the  first  should  have 
directly,  and  in  plain  terms,  solicited  him  to  murder 
his  best  servant,  I  doubt  not  but  he  would  have  ^it 
8C(»7i  in  that  face,  on  which  he  should  otherwise  have 
doted  ;  now  by  many  cunning  windings,  Satan  rises 
up  to  tJiat  temptation,  and  prevails  ;  that  shall  be 
done  for  a  colour  of  guiltiness,  whereof  the  soul  would 
have  hated  to  be  immediately  guilty  ;  even  those  that 
find  a  just  horror  in  leaping  down  from  some  high 
tower,  yet  m^  be  persuaded  to  descend  by  stairs  to 
the  bottom.  He  knows  not  where  he  shall  stay  that 
hath  willingly  dipt  into  a  known  wickedness. 

How  many  doth  an  eminent  ofiender  draw  with 
him  into  evil  •  It  could  not  be  but  that  divers  of 
the  attendants,  both  of  David  and  Bathsheba,  must 
be  conscious  to  that  adultery :  great  men's  sins  are 
seldom  secret ;  and  now  Joab  must  be  fetched  in,  as 
accessory  to  the  murder.  How  must  this  example 
needs  harden  Joab  against  the  conscience  of  Abner's 
blood!  while  he  cannot  but  think,  David  cannot 
avei^e  that  in  me,  which  he  acteth  himself. 

Honour  is  pretraided  to  poor  Uriah,  death  is  meant. 
This  Baan  was  one  of  the  worthies  of  David ;  their 


CONT.  v.]  ITATHAII   ASD   DATID.  29 

courage  sought  glory  ia  the  difScultest  exploits.  That 
reputation  had  never  been  purchased  without  at- 
tempts of  equal  danger.  Had  not  the  leader  and 
followers  of  Uriah  been  more  treacherous  than  his 
enemies  were  strong,  he  had  oome  off  with  victory. 
Nov,  he  was  not  the  first  or  last  that  perished  by 
his  friends.  David  hath  foi^tten  that  himself  was 
in  like  sort  betrayed  in  his  master's  intention,  upon 
the  dowry  of  the  Philistines'  foreskins.  I  fear  to 
ask,  who  ever  noted  so  foul  a  plot  in  David's  rejected 
predecessor  {  Uriah  must  be  the  messeneer  of  his 
own  death,  Joah  must  be  a  traitor  to  his  biend,  the 
host  of  Gx)d  must  shamefully  turn  their  backs  upon 
the  Ammonites,  all  that  Israelitish  blood  must  be 
shed,  that  murder  must  be  seconded  vith  dissimu- 
lation ;  and  all  this  to  hide  one  adultery !  0  God, 
thou  hadst  never  suffered  so  dear  a  favourite  of  thine 
to  fall  so  fearfully,  if  thou  hadst  not  meant  to  make 
him  a  universal  example  to  mankind,  of  not  pre- 
suming, of  not  despairing.  How  can  we  presume  of 
not  sinning,  or  despair  for  sinning,  when  we  find  so 
great  a  saint  thus  &llen,  thus  risen ! 


CONTEMPLATION  V. 

KATRAN   AHD   DAVID. 

Ybt  Bathsheba  moimied  for  the  death  of  that  hus- 
band whom  she  had  been  drawn  to  dishonour.  How 
could  she  bestow  tears  enough  upon  that  fimeral, 
whereof  her  sin  was  the  cause  ?  If  she  had  but  a 
suspicion  of  the  plot  of  his  death,  the  fountains  of 
her  eyes  could  not  yield  water  enough  to  wash  off 
her  husband's  blood ;  her  sin  w^  more  worthy  of 
sorrow  than  her  loss.  If  this  gnef  had  been  right 
placed,  the  hope  of  hiding  her  shame,  and  the  am- 
bition to  be  a  queen,  had  not  so  soon  mitigated  it ; 
neither  had  she  upon  any  terms  been  drawn  into  the 
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l)ed  of  her  husband's  murderer.  Every  gleam  of 
earthly  comfort  can  dry  up  the  tears  of  worldly  sor- 
row. Batbsheba  hath  soon  lost  her  grief  at  the  court ; 
the  remembrance  of  a  husband  is  buried  in  the  jollity 
and  state  of  a  princess.  David  securely  enjoys  his 
ill-purchased  love,  and  ia  content  to  exchange  the 
conscience  of  his  sin,  for  the  sense  of  his  pleasure. 
But  the  just  and  holy  God  will  not  put  it  up  so ;  he 
that  hates  sin  so  much  the  more,  a^  the  offender  is 
more  dear  to  him,  will  let  David  feel  the  bruise  of 
his  falL  If  God's  best  children  have  been  sometimes 
suffered  to  sleep  in  a  sin,  at  last  he  hath  awakened 
them  in  a  fright. 

David  was  a  prophet  of  G^d,  and  yet  he  hath  not 
only  stewed  into  those  foul  sins,  but  Bojouma  with 
them.  If  any  profession  or  state  of  life  could  have 
privileged  from  sin,  the  angels  had  not  sinned  in 
heaven,  nor  man  in  paradise.  Nathan  the  prophet  is 
sent  to  the  prophet  David,  for  reproof,  for  conviction: 
had  it  been  any  other  man's  case,  none  could  have  been 
more  quick-sighted  than  the  prinoely  prophet ;  in 
his  own  he  is  so  blind,  that  God  is  fern  to  lend  him 
others'  eyes.  Even  the  physician  himself,  when  he 
is  sick,  sends  for  the  counsel  of  those  whom  his 
health  did  mutually  aid  with  advica  Let  no  man 
think  himself  too  good  to  learn ;  teachers  themselves 
may  be  taught  that,  in  their  own  particular,  which, 
in  a  generality,  they  have  often  taught  othera ;  it  is 
not  only  ignorance  that  is  to  be  removed,  but  mis- 
affection. 

Who  can  prescribe  a  just  period  to  the  best  man's 
repentance?  About  ten  months  are  passed  since 
David's  sin ;  in  all  which  time  I  find  no  news  of  any 
serious  compunction;  it  could  not  be  but  some  glances 
of  remorse  must  needs  have  passed  through  bis  soul 
l6ng  ere  this  ;  but  a  due  and  solemn  contrition  was 
not  heard  of  till  Nathan's  message,  and,  perhaps,  had 
been  further  adjourned,  if  that  monitor  had  been 
longer  deferred.     Alas,  what  long  and  dead  deeps 
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may  the  holiest  soul  take  in  fearM  ains !  Were  it 
not  for  thy  mercy,  0  God,  the  best  of  us  should  end 
our  spiritual  lethargy  in  sleep  of  death. 

It  might  have  pleased  God  as  easily  to  have  sent 
Nathan  to  check  David  in  his  first  purpose  of  sinning ; 
so  had  his  eyes  been  restrained,  Bathsheba  honest, 
Uriah  alive  with  honour :  now  the  wisdom  of  the 
Almighty  knew  how  to  win  more  glory  by  the  per- 
mission of  so  foul  an  evil,  than  by  the  prevention  ; 
yea,  he  knew  how,  by  the  permission  of  one  sin,  to 
prevent  millions.  How  many  thousands  had  sinned, 
in  a  vain  presumption  on  their  own  strength,  if 
David  had  not  thus  offended !  how  many  thousands 
had  despaired,  in  the  conscience  of  their  own  weak- 
nesses, if  these  horrible  sins  had  not  received  forgive- 
ness !  It  is  happy  for  all  times,  that  we  haveso  noly 
a  sinner,  so  sinful  a  penitent ;  it  matters  not  how 
hitter  the  pill  is,  but  how  well  wrapped ;  so  cunningly 
hath  Nathan  conveyed  this  dose,  that  it  begins  to 
work  ere  it  be  tasted.  There  is  no  one  thing  herein 
is  more  use  of  wisdom,  than  the  due  contriving  of  a 
reprehension,  which  in  a  discreet  delivery,  h^s  the 
disease ;  in  an  unwise,  destroys  nature. 

Had  not  Nathan  been  used  to  the  possession  of 
David's  ear,  this  complaint  had  been  suspected.  It 
well  beseems  a  king  to  take  information  by  a  pro- 
phet. While  wise  Nathan  was  querulously  discours- 
ing of  the  cruel  rich  man,  that  had  forcibly  taken 
away  the  only  lamb  of  his  poor  neighbour,  how  wil- 
lingly doth  David  listen  to  the  story,  and  how  sharply, 
even  above  law,  doth  he  censure  the  fact !  "  As  the 
Lord  liveth,  the  man  that  hath  done  this  thing  shall 
surely  die."  Pull  little  did  he  think  that  he  had  pro- 
nounced sentence  against  himself ;  it  had  not  been 
BO  heavy,  if  he  had  known  on  whom  it  should  have 
lighted.  We  have  open  ears  and  q^uick  tongues  to 
the  vices  of  others  ;  how  severe  justicers  we  can  be 
to  our  very  own  crimes  in  others'  persons !  how 
flattering  parasites  to  another's  crime  in  ourselves ! 
0  4 
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The  life  of  dootrine  is  in  application.  Nathan  might 
ba.ve  heen  long  enough  in  nis  narration,  in  his  invec- 
tive, ere  David  would  have  been  touched  with  his 
own  guiltiness  ;  but  now  that  the  prophet  brings  the 
word  home  to  his  bosom,  he  cannot  but  be  affected. 
We  may  take  pleasure  to  hear  men  speali  in  the 
clouds,  we  never  take  profit  till  we  find  a  propriety 
in  the  exhortation  or  reproo£  There  was  not  diore 
cunning  in  the  parable,  than  courage  in  the  appli- 
«ation  ;  "  Thou  art  the  man,"  If  David  be  a  kmg, 
he  may  not  look  not  to  hear  of  his  faults  ;  Ood's  mes- 
sages may  be  no  other  than  impartial  It  is  a  treach- 
erous flattery  in  divine  errands  to  regard  greatness. 
If  prophets  must  be  mannerly  in  the  form,  yet  in  the 
matter  of  reproof  resolute :  the  words  are  not  their 
own  ;  they  are  but  the  heralds  of  the  King  of  heaven, 
"  Thus  saith  the  Lord  Grod  of  Israel." 

How  thunder-stricken  do  we  think  David  did  now 
stand !  how  did  the  change  of  bis  colour  betray  the 
confusion  in  his  soul,  whUe  his  conscience  said  the 
same  within,  which  the  prophet  sounded  in  his  ear  t 
And  now,  lest  aught  sh(tuld  be  wanting  to  his  humi- 
liation, all  God's  former  favoun  shall  be  laid  before 
his  eyes,  by  way  of  exprobation.  He  is  worthy  to  be 
upbraided  with  mercies,  that  hath  abused  merciea 
unto  wantonness.  While  we  do  well,  God  gives  and 
says  nothing :  when  we  do  ill,  he  lays  his  benefits  in 
our  dish,  and  casts  them  in  our  teeth,  that  our  shame 
may  be  so  much  the  more  by  how  much  our  obliga- 
tions have  been  greater.  The  blessings  of  God,  in 
our  unworthy  carriage,  prove  but  the  aggravations  of 
sin,  and  additions  to  judgment. 

I  see  all  God's  children  &lling  into  sin,  some  of 
them  lying  in  sin,  none  of  them  maintaining  their 
«in ;  David  cannot  have  the  heart,  or  the  &ce,  to 
stand  out  against  the  message  of  God ;  but  now,  as  a 
man  confounded  and  condemned  in  himself,  be  cries 
out  in  the  bitterness  of  a  wounded  soul,  "  I  have 
sinned  against  the  Lord."     It  was  a  short  word,  but 
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piuaionftte  ;  and  such  aa  came  from  tbe  bottom  of  a 
contrite  heart.  The  greatest  griefe  are  not  most 
verhaL  Saul  oonfeBsed  his  sin  more  largely,  less  ef- 
fectually. God  oarea  not  for  phrases,  but  for  affec- 
tions. The  first  piece  of  our  amends  to  God  for  sin- 
ning is  the  acknowledgment  of  sin  ;  be  can  do  little 
that,  in  a  just  offenoe,  cannot  accuse  himself  If  we 
cannot  be  so  good  as  we  would,  it  is  reason  we  should 
do  God  so  much  right,  as  to  say  how  evil  we  are.  And 
why  was  not  this  done  sooner  t  It  is  strange  to  see 
how  easily  sin  gets  into  the  heart,  how  bard^  it  gets 
out  of  the  mouth ;  is  it  because  sin,  like  unto  Satan, 
where  it  hath  got  possession,  is  desirous  to  hold  it, 
and  knows  that  it  is  fully  ejected  by  a  free  confession  ? 
or  because,  in  a  guiltiness  of  deformity,  it  hides  itself 
in  the  breast  where  it  is  once  entertained,  and  hates 
the  light  1  or,  because  the  tongue  is  so  fee'd  with 
self-love,  that  it  is  loth  to  be  drawn  unto  any  verdict 
a^atDSt  the  heart  or  bands  1  or  is  it  out  of  an  idle 
misprision  of  shame,  which,  while  it  should  be  placed 
in  offending,  is  misplaced  in  disclosing  of  our  offence? 

However,  sure  I  am,  that  Grod  hath  need  even  of 
racks  to  draw  out  confessions,  and  scarce  in  death  it- 
self are  we  wrought  to  a  discoveiy  of  our  errors. 

There  is  no  one  thing  wherein  our  folly  shows  it- 
self more  than  in  these  hurtful  c<mcealments.  Con- 
trary to  the  proceedings  of  human  justice,  it  is  with 
God,  "  Confess  and  live ;"  no  sooner  can  David  say, 
"  I  have  sinned,"  than  Kathan  infers,  "  The  Lord 
also  hath  put  away  thy  sin.  He  that  hides  his  sins 
shall  not  prosper ;  but  he  that  confesseth  and  for- 
saketh  them  shall  find  mercy."  Who  would  not  ac- 
cuse himself,  to  be  acquitted  of  God  i  0  God,  who 
would  not  tell  his  wickedness  to  thee  that  knowe^ 
it  better  than  his  own  heart,  that  bis  heart  may  be 
eased  of  thai  wickedness,  which,  being  not  told,  kill- 
eth  ?  Since  we  have  ginned,  why  should  we  be  nig- 
gardly of  that  action  wherein  we  may  at  once  give 
glory  to  thee,  and  relief  to  our  souls  ? 
0  5 
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David  had  sworn,  in  a  zeal  of  justice,  that  the  rich 
oppresaor,  for  but  taking  his  poor  neighbour's  lamb, 
should  die  the  death  ;  God,  by  Nathan,  is  more  fa- 
vourable to  David  than  to  take  him  at  his  word, 
"  Thou  sfaalt  not  die."  Oh  the  marvellous  power  of 
repentance  t  Besides  adulteiy,  David  had  shed  the 
blood  of  innocent  Uriah,  The  strict  law  was,  "  Eye 
for  eye,  tooth  for  tooth.  He  that  smiteth  with  the 
sword,  shall  perish  with  the  sword ;"  yet  as  if  a  peni- 
tent confession  had  dispensed  with  the  rigour  of  jus- 
tice, now  God  says,  "  Thou  shalt  not  die."  David 
was  the  voice  of  the  law,  awarding  death  unto  sin  ; 
Nathan  was  the  voice  of  the  gospel,  awarding  life 
unto  the  repentance  for  sin.  Whatsoever  the  sore  be, 
never  any  soul  applied  this  remedy  and  died  ;  never 
any  soul  escaped  death  that  applied  it  not. 

David  himself  shall  not  die  for  this  fact :  but  his 
misbegotten  child  shall  die  for  him.  He  that  said, 
"  The  Lord  hath  put  away  thy  sin,"  yet  said  also, 
"The  sword  shall  not  depart  fix>m  thine  house." 

The  same  mouth,  with  one  breath,  pronounces  the 
sentence  both  of  absolution  and  death ;  absolution  to 
the  person,  death  to  the  issue.  Pardon  may  well 
stand  with  temporal  afflictiona  Where  God  hath  for- 
given, though  he  doth  not  punish,  yet  he  may  chas- 
tise, and  tluit  unto  blood ;  neither  doth  he  always 
forbear  correction,  where  he  remits  revenge.  So  long 
as  he  smites  us  not  as  an  angry  judge,  we  may  en- 
dure to  smart  from  him  as  a  lovmg  &ther. 

Yet  even  this  rod  did  David  deprecate  with  tears : 
how  fain  would  he  shake  off  so  easy  a  load  !  The 
child  is  stricken ;  the  father  fasts,  and  prays,  and 
weeps,  and  lies  all  night  upon  the  earth,  and  abhors 
the  noise  of  comfort :  that  child,  which  was  the 
fruit  and  monument  of  his  odious  adultery,  whom  he 
could  never  have  looked  upon  without  recognition  of 
his  sin,  in  whose  face  he  could  not  but  have  still 
read  the  records  of  his  own  shame,  is  thus  mourned 
for,  thus  sued  for :  it  is  easy  to  observe  that  good  ■ 
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man  over-paseionately  affected  to  hia  children.  Who 
would  not  have  thought,  that  David  might  have  held 
himself  well  appaid,  that  his  aoul  escaped  an  eternal 
death  ;  his  hody  a  violent ;  though  God  should  punish 
his  Bin  in  that  child  in  whom  ae  sinned :  yet  even 
against  this  cross  he  bends  his  prayers,  as  if  nothing 
had  been  for^venhiuL  There  is  no  child  that  would 
be  scourged,  if  he  might  escape  for  crying ;  no  af- 
fliction is  for  the  time  other  than  grievous ;  neither 
is  therefore  yielded  tmto,  without  some  bind  of  re- 
luctation.  Far  yet  was  it  from  the  heart  of  David  to 
make  any  opposition  to  the  will  of  God ;  he  sued,  he 
struggled  not ;  there  is  no  impatience  in  entreaties  ; 
he  well  knew  that  the  threats  of  t9mporal  evils  ran 
commonly  with  a  secret  condition,  and  therefore  might 
perhaps  be  avoided  by  humble  importunity :  if  any 
means  under  heaven  can  avert  judgments,  it  is  our 


David's  faith,  who,  after  the  apprehension  of  so  heavy 
a  displeasure,  is  so  far  from  doubting  of  the  forgive- 
ness of  his  sin,  that  he  dares  become  a  suitor  unto 
CKid  for  his  sick  child.  Sin  doth  not  make  us  more 
strange,  than  faith  confident. 

But  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  strongest  ikith  to 
preserve  us  froip  all  afflictions ;  after  all  David's 
prayers  and  tears,  the  child  must  die.  The  careful 
servants  dare  but  whisper  this  sad  news ;  they  who 
had  found  their  master  so  averse  from  the  motion  of 
comfort  in  the  sickness  of  the  child,  feared  him  in- 
capable of  comfort  in  his  deatL 

Suspicion  is  quick-witted.  Every  occasion  makes 
us  misdoubt  that  event  which  we  fear.     This  secrecy 

froclaims  that  which  they  were  so  loth  to  utter. 
>avid  perceives  his  child  dead,  and  now  he  rises  up 
from  the  earth  whereon  he  lay,  and  washes  himself, 
and  changeth  his  apparel,  and  goes  first  into  God's 
house  to  worship,  and  into  his  own  to  eat ;  now  he 
refuses   no   comfort,  who  before  would  take  none. 
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The  issue  of  tilings  doth  more  full;  show  the  irill  of 
God  thui  the  prraictioD  ;  Ood  never  did  any  thing 
but  what  he  woiild ;  he  hath  sometimes  foretold  that 
for  trial,  which  his  set^'et  will  intended  not;  he 
would  foretel  it,  he  would  not  effect  it ;  beeouse 
he  would  therefore  foretel  it,  that  he  mig^t  not 
effect  it.  TTJH  predicUons  of  outward  evils  are  not 
always  absolute,  his  actions  are.  David  well  sees,  hj 
the  event,  what  the  decree  of  God  was  conceming 
his  child,  which  now  he  could  not  strive  gainst 
without  a  vain  impatience.  Till  we  know  the  de- 
terminations of  the  Almighty,  it  is  tree  for  us  to 
strive  in  our  prayers,  to  strive  with  him,  not  against 
him ;  when  once  we  know  them,  it  is  our  duty  to 
sit  down  in  a  ^ent  contentati<sL 

"  While  the  child  was  yet  alive,  I  &sted  and  wept ; 
for  I  said.  Who  can  tell  whether  the  Lord  will  be 
gracious  to  me,  that  the  child  may  live  ?  but  now  he 
18  dead,  wherefore  should  I  fast  f  can  I  bring  him 
ba«k  again  ?" 

The  grief  that  goes  before  an  evil  for  remedy,  -can 
hardly  be  too  much ;  but  that  which  follows  an  evil 
past  remedy,  cannot  be  too  little.  Even  in  the 
saddest  accident,  death,  we  may  yield  something  to 
nature,  nothing  to  impatience:  immoderation  of 
soiTow  for  losses  past  hope  of  recoveiT,  is  more  sullen 
than  useful;  our  stomach  may  he  bewrayed  by  it, 
not  our  wisdom. 


CONTEMPLATION  VI. 

AHUON   ABD   TAHAR. 

It  is  not  possible  that  any  word  of  God  should  &11 
to  the  ground. '  David  is  not  more  Kure  of  forgiveness 
than  smart.  Three  main  sins  passed  him  in  this 
business  of  Uriah :  adultery,  murder,  dissimulation ; 
for  all  which  he  receives  present  payment :  for 
adultery,  in  the  deflowering  of  his  daughter  Tamar  4 
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for  murder,  in  the  killing  of  his  son  Amnon ;  for 
diBsimulation,  in  the  contriving  of  both ;  yet  all 
this  waa  but  the  beginning  of  evils.  Where  Qie 
&ther  of  the  &mily  brings  sin  home  to  the  house,  it 
is  not  eaaily  swept  out.  Unlawful  lust  propagates 
itself  by  example.  How  justly  is  David  scourged  by 
the  sin  of  his  sons,  whom  hie  act  taught  to  offend  ! 

Maacah  was  the  daughter  of  a  heathenish  king : 
by  her  had  David  that  beautiiul,  but  unhappy  issue, 
Absalom,  and  hie  no  less  &ir  sister  Tamar.  Perhaps, 
thus  late,  doth  David  feel  the  punishment  of  that 
un£t  choice.  I  should  have  marvelled,  if  so  holy  a 
man  had  not  found  crosses  in  so  unequal  a  match, 
either  in  his  person,  or  at  least  in  his  seed. 

Beauty,  if  it  be  not  well  disciplined,  proves  not  a 
iriend,  but  a  traitor ;  three  of  David's  children  are 
undone  bjr  it  at  once.  What  else  was  guilty  of 
Amnon's  mcestuouB  love,  Tamar's  ravishment,  Absa- 
lom's pride  ?  It  is  a  blessing  to  be  &ir,  yet  such  a 
blessing,  as,  if  the  soul  answer  not  to  the  fece,  may 
lead  to  a  curse.  How  commonly  have  we  seen  the 
foulest  soul  dwell  fairest !  It  was  no  fault  of  Tamar's 
that  she  was  beautiful ;  the  candle  offends  not  in 
burning,  the  foolish  fly  ofi'ends  in  ecorching  itself  in 
the  £^e ;  yet  it  is  no  small  misery  to  become  a 
temptation  unto  another ;  and  to  be  made  hut  the 
occasion  of  others'  ruin.  Amnon  is  love-sick  of  his 
sister  Tamar,  and  lai^^shes  of  that  unnatiual  heat 
Whither  will  not  wanton  lust  carry  the  inordinate 
minds  of  pampered  and  ungovemed  youths  ?  None 
but  this  half-sister  will  please  the  eyes  of  the  young 
prince  of  Israel  Ordinary  pleasures  will  not  con- 
tent those  whom  the  concrat  of  greatness,  youth, 
and  ease,  have  let  loose  to  their  appetite. 

Perhaps  yet  this  unkindly  mime  might  in  time 
have  gone  out  alone,  had  there  not  been  a  Jonadab 
to  blow  these  coals  with  ill  counsd.  It  were  strange 
if  great  princes  should  want  some  parasitical  ^- 
lowers,   that   are  ready  to   ieed,  their  Ul  humouzs. 
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"  Wly  art  thou,  the  kiag's  son,  so  lean  from  day  to 
day  ?"  As  if  it  were  unworthy  the  heir  of  a  king 
to  suffer  either  law  or  conscience  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  his  desires :  whereas  wise  princes  know  well, 
that  their  places  give  them  no  privilege  of  sinning, 
but  call  them  in  rather  to  so  much  more  strictness, 
as  their  example  may  be  more  prejudicial 

Jonadab  was  the  cousin-german  of  Amnon.  HI 
advice  is  so  much  more  dangerous,  as  the  interest  of 
the  giver  is  more.  Had  he  been  a  true  friend,  he 
had  bent  all  the  forces  of  his  dissuasion  against  the 
wicked  motions  of  that  sinful  lust ;  and  had  showed 
the  prince  of  Israel  how  much  those  lewd  desires 
provoked  God,  and  blemished  himself,  and  had  lent 
his  hand  to  strangle  them  in  their  first  conception. 
There  cannot  be  a  more  worthy  improvement  of 
friendship,  than  in  a  fervent  opposition  to  the  sins 
of  them  whom  we  profess  to  love.  No  enemy  can 
be  so  mortal  to  great  princes,  as  those  officious  clientB, 
whose  flatteiy  soothes  them  up  in  wickedness ;  these 
are  traitors  to  the  soul,  and  by  a  pleasing  violence, 
kill  the  best  part  eternally. 

How  ready  at  hand  is  an  evil  suggestion !  Good 
counsel  is  like  unto  well-water,  that  must  be  drawn 
up  with  a  pump  or  bucket.  Ill  counsel  is  like  to 
conduit-wat«r,  which,  if  the  cock  be  but  turned,  runs 
out  alone.  Jonadab  bath  soon  projected  how  Amnon 
sWl  accomplish  his  lawless  purpose.  The  way  must 
be  to  feign  himself  sick  in  body,  whose  mind  was 
sick  of  lust ;  and,  under  this  pretence,  to  procure 
the  presence  of  her  who  had  wounded,  and  only 
might  cure  him. 

The  daily  increasing  languor,  and  leanness,  and 
paleness  of  love-sick  Amnon,  might  well  give  colour 
to  a  kerchief,  and  a  pallet.  Now  is  it  soon  told 
David,  that  his  eldest  son  is  cast  upon  his  sick  bed, 
there  needs  no  suit  for  his  visitation.  The  careful 
father  hastens  to  his  hedside,  not  without  doubts  and 
fears.    He  that  was  lately  so  afflicted  with  the  sick- 
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tiess  of  a  child  that  scarce  lived  to  see  the  light,  how 
sensible  must  we  needs  think  he  would  be  of  the  in- 
dispoBition  of  his  first-bom  son,  in  the  prime  of  his 
age  and  hdpes!  It  is  not  given  to  anj  prophet  to 
foresee  all  things.  Happy  had  it  been  for  David,  if 
Amnon  had  been  truly  sick,  and  sick  unto  death  ; 
yet  who  could  have  persuaded  this  passionate  father 
to  have  been  content  with  this  succession  of  losses, 
this  early  loss  of  his  successor?  How  glad  is  he  to 
bear  that  his  daughter  Tamar's  skill  might  be  likely 
to  fit  the  diet  of  so  dear  a  patient !  Conceit  is  wont 
to  rule  much,  both  in  sickness  and  in  the  cure. 
Tamar  is  sent  by  her  father  to  the  house  of  Amnon  ; 
her  band  only  must  dress  that  dish  which  may 
please  the  nice  palate  of  her  sick  brother.  Even 
the  children  of  kmgs,  in  those  homelier  times,  did 
not  scorn  to  put  their  fingers  to  some  works  of 
housewifery.  "  She  took  dour  and  did  knead  it,  and 
did  make  cakes  in  his  sight,  and  did  bake  the  cakes, 
and  took  a  pan,  and  poured  them  out  before  him." 
Had  she  not  been  sometimes  used  to  such  domestic 
employments,  she  had  been  now  to  seek ;  neither 
had  this  been  required  of  her,  but  upon  the  know- 
ledge of  her  skill.  She  doth  not  plead  the  impairing 
of  her  beauty  by  the  scorching  of  the  fire,  nor  thinks 
her  hand  too  dainty  for  such  mean  services,  but 
settles  to  the  work,  as  one  that  had  rather  regard  the 
necessities  of  her  brother  than  her  own  stata  Only 
pride  and  idleness  have  banished  honest  and  thrifty 
diligence  out  of  the  houses  of  the  great. 

This  was  not  yet  the  dish  that  Amnon  longed  for. 
It  was  the  cook,  and  not  the  cakes,  which  that  wanton 
eye  affected  Unlawful  acts  seek  for  secrecy ;  the 
company  is  dismissed,  Tamar  only  stays.  Good 
meaning  suspects  nothing ;  while  she  presents  the 
meat  she  had  prepared  to  her  sick  brother,  herself  is 
made  a  prey  to  his  outrageous  lust.  The  modest 
virgin  entreats  and  persuades  in  vfun :  she  lays  be- 
fore him  the  sin,  the  shame,  the  danger  of  the  &ct ; 
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and  since  none  of  these  can  prevail,  fein  would  win 
time  by  the  suggesting  of  imposeible  hopes.  Nothing 
but  violence  can  stay  a  resolved  sinner ;  what  he  can- 
not by  entreaty,  he  will  have  by  force.  If  the  devil 
were  not  more  strong  in  men  than  nature,  they  would 
never  seek  pleasure  in  violence.  Amnon  hath  no 
sooner  fulfilled  his  beastly  desires,  than  he  hates 
Xamar  more  than  he  loved  her.  Inordinate  luat 
never  ends  but  in  discontentment :  loss  of  spirits, 
and  remorse  of  soul,  make  the  remembrance  of  that 
act  tedious,  whose  expectation  promised  delight.  If 
we  could  see  the  back  of  siufiil  pleasures  ere  we  be- 
hold their  face,  our  hearts  could  not  but  be  forestalled 
with  a  Just  detestation.  Brutish  Amnon,  it  was  thy- 
self whom  thou  shouldst  have  hated  for  this  villany, 
not  thine  innocent  sister !  Both  of  you  lay  together, 
only  one  committed  incest  What  was  she  but  a 
patient  in  that  impotent  fiiry  of  lust  7  How  unjustly 
do  carnal  men  misplace  their  afiections!  No  roan 
can  say  whether  that  love  or  this  hatred  were  more 
imreasonable.  Fraud  drew  Tamar  into  the  house  of 
Amnon,  force  entertained  her  within,  and  drove  her 
out.  Pain  would  she  have  hid  her  shame  where  it 
was  wrought,  and  may  not  be  allowed  it.  That  roo^ 
under  which  she  came  with  honour,  and  in  obedience 
and  love,  may  not  be  lent  her,  for  the  time,  as  a 
shelter  of  her  ignominy.  Never  any  savage  could  be 
more  barbarous.  Sheehem  bad  ramhed  jDinab,  his 
ofTence  did  not  make  her  odious ;  his  affection  so 
continued,  that  he  is  willing  rather  to  draw  blood  on 
himself  and  his  people,  than  forego  her  whom  he  had 
abused ;  Amnon,  in  one  hour,  is  m  the  excess  of  love 
and  hate,  and  is  sick  of  her  Iqr  whom  he  was  »ck. 
She  that  lately  kept  the  keys  of  his  heart,  is  now 
locked  out  of  his  doors.  Unruly  passions  run  ever 
into  extremities,  and  are  then  best  appaid,  when  they 
are  furthest  off  from  reason  and  moaeratioa 

What  could  Amnon  think  woidd  be  the  ev^it  of 
BQ  foul  a  Jact,  whidi,  b&  he  bad  not  the  grace  to  pre- 
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vent,  80  he  hath  not  the  care  to  conceal  ?  If  he 
looked  not  ao  high  as  heaven,  what  could  he  im^ne 
would  follow  hereupon,  bat  the  displeasure  of  a  buier, 
the  danger  of  law,  the  indignation  of  a  brother,  the 
shame  and  outcries  of  the  world  ;  all  which  he  might 
have  hoped  to  avoid  by  Becrecy  and  plausible  coarses 
of  satisfaction  ?  It  is  the  just  judgment  of  God  upon 
presumptuous  offenders,  that  they  lose  their  wit  to- 
gether with  their  honesty ;  and  are  either  so  blinded, 
that  they  cannot  foresee  the  issue  of  their  actions,  or 
80  besotted,  that  they  do  not  regard  it 

Poor  Tamar  can  but  bewail  that  which  she  conid 
not  keep,  her  virginity,  not  lost,  but  torn  from  her 
by  a  cruel  violence.  She  rends  her  princely  robe, 
and  lays  ashes  on  her  head,  and  laments  the  shame 
of  another's  sin,  and  lives  more  desolate  than  a 
widow,  in  the  house  of  her  brother  Absalom. 

In  the  mean  time,  what  a  corrosive  must  this  news 
needs  be  to  the  heart  of  good  David,  whose  &therly 
command  had,  out  of  love,  cast  his  daughter  into  the 
jaws  of  this  lion !  What  an  insolent  af&ont  must  he 
needs  construe  this  to  be  offered  by  a  son  to  a  &ther, 
that  the  &.ther  could  be  made  the  pander  of  his  own 
daughter  to  his  son  !  He  that  lay  upon  the  ground 
weeping  for  but  the  sickness  of  an  inrant,  how  vexed 
do  we  tnink  he  was  with  the  villany  of  his  heir,  with 
the  ravishment  of  his  daughter,  both  of  them  worse 
than  many  deaths !  What  revenge  can  he  think  of 
for  so  heinous  a  crime  less  than  death  ?  and  what 
less  than  death  is  it  to  him,  to  think  of  a  revenge  ? 
Bape  was  by  the  law  of  God  capital,  how  much  mor^ 
when  it  is  seconded  with  incest !  Anger  was  not 
punishment  enough  for  so  high  an  offence  ;  yet  this 
IS  all  thfit  I  hear  of  from  so  indulgent  a  finther,  saving 
that  he  makes  up  the  rest  with  sorrow,  punishing  Ma 
son's  outrage  in  himself  The  better  natured  and 
more  gracious  a  man  ia,  the  more  subject  he  is  to  the 
danger  of  an  over-remissness,  and  the  excess  of  &TOtir 
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and  mercy.  The  mild  injusdce  is  no  less  perilous  to 
the  Gommoavealtb,  than  the  cruel 

If  David,  perhaps  out  of  the  conscience  of  his  own 
late  offence,  will  not  punisli  this  fact,  his  son  Absa- 
lom Bhall ;  not  out  of  any  care  of  justice,  hut  in  a 
desire  of  revenge.  Two  whole  years  hath  this  sly 
courtier  smothered  his  indignation,  and  feigned  kind- 
ness, else  his  invitation  of  Amnon,  in  special,  had 
been  suspected.  Even  gallant  Abadom  was  a  great 
sheep-master.  The  hravety  and  magnificence  of  a 
courtier  must  be  built  upon  the  grounds  of  frugality. 
David  himself  is  hidden  to  this  bloody  sheep-shear- 
ing :  it  was  no  otherwise  meant,  but  that  the  father's 
eyes  should  be  the  witness  of  the  tragical  execution 
of  one  son  by  another :  only  David's  love  kept  him 
from  that  horrible  spect^le.  He  is  careful  not  to  be 
chargeable  to  that  son  who  cares  not  to  overcharge 
his  mther's  stomach  with  a  feast  of  blood. 

Amnon  hath  so  quite  forgot  his  sin,  that  he  dares 
go  to  feast  in  that  house  where  Tamar  was  mourning, 
and  suspects  not  the  kindness  of  him,  whom  he  had 
deserved,  of  a  brother,  to  make  an  enemy.  Nothing 
is  more  unsafe  to  be  trusted,  than  the  fair  looks  of  a 
festered  heart.  Where  true  charity  or  just  satis&c- 
tion  have  not  wrought  a  sound  reconciliation,  malice 
doth  but  lurk  for  the  opportunity  of  an  advant^e. 

It  was  not  for  nothing  that  Absalom  deferred  his 
revenge,  which  is  now  so  much  more  exquisite,  as  it 
is  longer  protracted.  What  could  be  more  fearful, 
than  when  Amnon's  heart  was  menj  with  wine,  to 
be  suddenly  stricken  with  death  ?  as  if  this  execution 
Imd  been  no  less  intended  to  the  soul  than  to  the 
body.  How  wickedly  soever  this  was  done  by  Absa- 
lom, yet  how  just  was  it  with  God,  that  he  who  in 
two  years'  impunity  would  find  no  leisure  of  repent- 
ance, should  now  receive  a  punishment  without  pos- 
sibili^  of  repentance ! 

0  G<»d,  thou  art  righteous  to  reckon  for  those  sins 
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which  hiunau  partiality  or  negHgence  hath  omitted ; 
and,  while  thou  puniBhest  sin  vith  sin,  to  puniah  un 
with  death.  If  either  David  had  called  Amnon  to 
account  for  this  villany,  or  Amnon  had  called  himself, 
the  revenge  had  not  been  so  desperate.  Happy  is 
the  man,  that  by  an  unfeigned  repentance,  acquits 
hia  soul  from  his  known  evils,  and  improves  the  days 
of  his  peace  to  the  prevention  of  ftiture  vengeance, 
which  if  it  he  not  done,  the  hand  of  God  Mall  as 
surely  overtake  iis  in  judgment,  as  the  hand  of  Satan 
hath  overtaken  us  in  miscarriage  unto  sin. 


CONTEMPLATION  VII. 
Absalom's  betfbs  and  coNapiRAcr. 
Onb  act  of  injustice  draws  on  another :  the  injustice 
of  David,  in  not  punishing  the  rape  of  Amnon,  pro- 
cures the  injustice  of  Absalom,  in  punishing  Amnon 
with  murder.  That  which  the  father  should  have 
justly  revenged,  and  did  not,  the  son  revenges  un- 
justly. The  rape  of  a  sister  was  no  leas  worthy  of 
death,  than  the  murder  of  a  brother ;  yea,  this  latter 
sin  was  therefore  the  less,  because  that  brother  was 
worthy  of  death,  though  by  another  hand  ;  whereas 
that  sister  was  guilty  of  nothing  but  modest  beauty: 
yet  he  that  knew  this  rape  passed  over  (two  whole 
years)  with  impunity,  dares  not  trust  the  mercy  of  a 
father  in  the  pardon  of  his  murder ;  but  for  three 
years  hides  his  head  in  the  court  of  bis  grandfather, 
the  king  of  Geshur.  Doubtless,  that  heathenish 
prince  gave  him  a  kind  welcome,  for  so  meritorious  a 
revenge  of  the  dishonour  done  to  hia  own  loins. 

No  man  can  tell  how  Absalom  should  have  sped 
from  the  hands  of  his  otherwise  over-indulgent  &tner, 
if  he  had  been  apprehended  in  the  heat  of  the  fact. 
Even  the  largest  love  may  be  overstrained,  and  may 
give  a  fall  in  the  breaking :  these  fearfiil  effects  of 
lenity  might  perhaps  have  whetted  the  severity  of 
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Dftvid,  to  etut  up  these  outrages  in  blood.  Now  ttia 
displeasure  was  weakened  with  &ge.  Time  and. 
thoughts  have  digested  this  hard  morsel  David's 
heart  told  him,  that  his  hands  had  a  share  in  this 
offence ;  that  Absalom  did  but  give  that  stroke  which 
himself  had  wrongfully  forborne  ;  that  the  irrecover- 
able  loss  of  one  son  would  be  but  wofiilly  rdieved 
wi(h  the  loss  of  another ;  he  therefore,  that  in  the 
news  of  the  deceased  iniant  could  change  his  clothes, 
and  wash  himself,  and  cheer  up  his  spirits,  with  the 
resolution  of,  "  I  shall  go  to  him,  he  shall  not  return 
to  me,"  comforts  himself  concerning  Amnon ;  and 
henns  to  long  iot  Abst^om. 

Those  three  years'  banishment  seemed  not  so  much 
a  punishment  to  the  son,  as  to  the  Either.  Now  David 
begins  to  forgive  himself;  yet,  out  of  his  wisdom,  so 
inclines  to  favour,  that  he  conceals  it ;  and  yet  so 
conceals  it,  that  it  may  be  descried  by  a  cunning  eye; 
if  he  had  cast  out  no  glances  of  affection,  there  had 
been  no  hopes  for  his  Absalom ;  if  he  had  made  pro- 
fession of  love  after  so  foul  an  act,  there  had  been  no 
safety  for  others ;  now,  he  lets  Ml  so  much  secret 
grace  as  may  both  hold  up  Absalom  in  the  life  of  hia 
hopes,  and  not  hearten  the  presumption  of  others. 

Gk)od  eyes  see  li^ht  through  the  smallest  chink. 
The  wit  of  Joab  hath  soon  discerned  David's  reserved 
affection,  and  knows  how  to  serve  him  in  that  which 
he  would  and  would  not  accomplish  ;  and  now  devisee 
how  to  bring  into  the  light  that  birth  of  desire,  where- 
of he  knew  David  was  both  big,  and  ashamed  A 
woman  of  Tekoah  (that  sex  hath  been  ever  held  more 
apt  for  wiles)  is  suborned  to  peraonate  a  mourner,  and 
to  say  that  by  way  of  parable,  which  in  plain  terms 
would  have  sounded  too  harshly ;  and  now,  while  she 
lamentably  lays  forth  the  loss  and  danger  of  her  sons, 
i^e  shows  David  his  own ;  and  while  she  moves  com- 
passion to  her  pretended  issue,  she  wins  David  to  a 
Eity  of  himself  and  a  £ivourable  sentence  for  Absa- 
im.     We  love  ourselves  better  than  others,  but  we 
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see  others  bett^  ibsm  ourBelves ;  wKoso  would  per- 
fectly know  hifl  own  case,  let  him  yiew  it  in  another's 
person. 

Parables  sped  well  with  David :  one  drew  him  to 
repent  of  his  own  sin,  another  to  remit  Absalom's 
punishment :  and  now,  as  glad  to  hear  this  plea,  and 
willing  to  be  p€[isaaded  unto  that,  which  if  he  durst, 
he  would  have  sought  for,  he  gratifies  Joab  with  the 
grant  of  that  suit,  which  Joab  more  gratified  him  in 
suing  for ;  "  Go,  bring  a^ain  the  yoong  man  Absalom." 

How  glad  is  Joab,  that  he  hath  Tit  upon  one  act, 
for  wbitSi  the  sun,  both  setting  and  rising,  should 
shine  upon  him !  and  now  he  speeds  to  Geahur,  to 
fetch  back  Absalom  to  Jerusalem :  he  mar  bring  the 
long-banished  prince  to  the  city ;  but  to  the  court  he 
may  not  bring  him.  "  Let  him  turn  to  his  own  house, 
and  let  him  not  see  my  &e&" 

The  good  king  hath  so  smarted  with  mercy,  that 
now  he  la  resolvM  upon  austerity,  and  will  relent  but 
by  degrees ;  it  is  enough  for  Absalom  that  he  lives, 
and  may  now  breaihe  in  bis  native  air ;  David's  &ce 
is  no  object  for  the  eyes  of  murderers.  What  a  dar- 
ling this  son  was  to  his  Either  appears  in  that,  after 
an  unnatural  and  barbarous  rebellion,  passionate 
David  wishes  to  have  changed  lives  witii  nim  •  yet 
now  whUe  his  bowels  yearned,  his  brow  &>wned :  the 
fiice  may  not  be  serai,  where  the  heart  is  set 

The  best  of  God's  saints  ntay  he  blinded  with 
affection  ;  but  when  they  shall  once  see  their  eiTors, 
they  are  carefiil  to  correct  them.  Wherefore  serves 
the  power  of  grace,  but  to  subdue  the  insolences  of 
natnre  ?  It  is  the  wisdom  of  parents,  as  to  hide  their 
hearts  Irom  their  best  ebildren,  so  to  hide  their  ooun-' 
tenances  from  the  ungracious  ;  fleshly  respects  may 
not  abate  tteir  rigour  to  the  ill-deserving.  For  the 
child  to  see  all  his  Other's  love,  it  is  enough  to  make 
bim  wanton,  and  of  wanton  wicked.  For  a  wicked 
child  to  see  any  of  his  &ther«  k)ve,  it  embt^dens 
lum  in  evil,  and  draws  on  others. 
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Absalom's  house  is  made  hie  prisoB  ;  justly  is  he 
confined  to  the  place  which  he  had  stained  with 
blood.  Two  years  doth  he  live  in  Jerusalem,  without 
the  happiness  of  his  father's  sight ;  it  was  enough 
for  David  and  him  to  see  the  smoke  of  each  other's 
chimneys.  In  the  mean  time,  how  impatient  is  Ab- 
salom of  this  absence !  He  sends  for  Joab,  the 
solicitor  of  his  return  ;  so  hard  a  hand  doth  wise 
and  holy  David  carry  over  his  reduced  son,  that  his 
friendly  intercessor,  Joab,  dares  not  visit  him. 

He  that  afterw^^rds  kindled  that  seditious  fire  over 
all  Israel,  sets  fire  now  on  the  field  of  Joab  ;  whom 
love  cannot  draw  to  him,  fear  and  anger  shall.  Con- 
tinued displeasure  hath  made  Absalom  desperate ; 
five  years  are  passed  since  he  saw  the  fiwe  of  his 
&ther,  and  now  ha  is  no  less  weaty  of  his  life,  than 
of  this  delay.  "  Wherefore  am  I  come  down  from 
Geshur  ?  It  bad  been  better  for  me  to  have  been 
there  still.  Now  therefore  let  me  see  the  king's  face; 
and  if  there  be  any  iniquity  in  me,  let  him  kill  me." 
Either  banishment,  or  death,  seemed  as  tolerable  to 
him,  as  the  debarring  of  bis  father's  sight. 

What  a  torment  shall  it  be  to  the  wicked,  to  be 
shut  out  for  ever  from  the  presence  of  a  God,  with- 
out all  possiblehopes  of  recoveiy !  This  was  but  a 
fattier  of  the  flesh,  by  whom  if  Absalom  lived  at 
first,  yet  in  him  be  Uved  not,  yea  not  without  him 
only,  out  gainst  him,  that  son  found  he  could  live. 
God  is  the  father  of  spirits,  in  whom  we  so  live,  that 
without  him  can  be  no  life,  no  being ;  to  be  ever 
excluded  from  him,  in  whom  we  live  and  are,  what 
can  it  be,  but  an  eternal  dying,  an  eternal  perishins ! 
If  in  thy  presence,  0  God,  be  the  fulness  of  joy,  in 
thine  absence  raust  needs  be  the  fulness  of  horror 
and  torment.  "  Hide  not  thy  &C6  from  us,  0  Lord, 
but  show  us  the  light  of  thy  countenance,  that  we 
m^  live  and  praise  thea" 

Even  the  me  of  Joab's  field  warmed  the  heart  of 
David,  while  it  gave  him  proof  of  the  heat  of  Absa- 
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lom's  filinl  affection.  As  a  man,  therefore,  inwardly 
weary  of  bo  long  displeasure,  at  last  he  receives  Ab- 
salom to  his  sight,  to  his  favour,  and  seals  his  pardon 
with  a  kiss.  Natural  parents  know  not  how  to  retain 
an  everlasting  anger  towards  the  fruit  of  their  loins ; 
how  much  less  shall  the  God  of  mercies  he  unreeon- 
cileably  displeased  with  his  own,  and  suffer  his  wrath 
to  bum  like  fire  that  cannot  be  quenched !  "  He  will 
not  always  chide,  neither  will  he  keep  his  anger  for 
ever ;  his  wrath  endureth  but  a  moment ;  in  bis  &- 
Tour  is  life ;  weeping  may  endure  for  a  night,  but 
joy  cometh  in  the  morning." 

Absalom  is  now  as  great  as  &ir ;  beauty  and  great- 
ness make  him  proud ;  pride  works  his  ruin :  great 
spirits  will  not  rest  content  with  a  moderate  pros- 
perity. Ere  two  years  be  run  out,  Absalom  runs  out 
mto  a  desperate  plot  of  rebellion  ;  none  but  his  own 
&ther  was  above  nim  in  Israel ;  none  was  so  likely, 
in  human  expectation,  to  succeed  his  &ther.  If  his 
ambition  could  but  have  contained  itself  for  a  few 
years,  as  David  was  now  near  his  period,  dutifiU  car- 
ri^e  might  have  procured  that  by  succession,  which 
now  he  sought  by  force.  An  aspiring  mind  is  ever 
impatient,  and  holds  time  itself  an  enemy,  if  it  thrust 
itself  importunately  betwixt  the  hopes  and  iruition. 
Ambition  is  never  but  in  travail,  and  can  find  no 
intermission  of  painful  throes,  till  she  have  brought 
forth  her  abortive  desires.  How  happy  were  we,  if 
our  affection  could  be  so  eager  of  spiritual  and  hea- 
venly promotions !  Oh  that  my  aoiu  could  find  itself 
so  restless,  till  it  feel  the  weight  of  that  crown  of 
glory! 

Outward  pomp  and  unwonted  shows  of  magnifi- 
cence are  wont  much  to  affect  the  light  minds  of  the 
vulgar,  Absalom,  therefore,  to  the  incomparable  come- 
Hness  of  his  person,  adds  the  unusual  state  of  a 
more  than  princely  equipage.  His  chariots  rattle, 
and"  his  horses  trample  proudly  in  the  streets :  fifty 
footmen  run  before  their  glittering  master;  Jerusalem 
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rings  of  their  gloriQue  prince,  and  is  read;  to  adore 
these  continual  triumphs  of  peace.  Excess  and  novelty 
of  expensive  braveiy  and  ostentation,  in  public  per- 
sons, ^ves  just  cauee  to  suspect  erther  vanity  or  a 
Elot.  True-hearted  David  can  misdoubt  nothing  in 
im,  to  whom  he  had  both  given  life,  and  forgiven 
this.  Love  construed  all  this,  as  meant  to  the  honour 
of  afether'scourtjto  the  expressionof  joy  and  thank- 
fulness for  his  reconcilement.  The  eyes  and  tongues 
of  men  are  thus  taken  up ;  now  h&&  Absalom  laid 
snares  for  their  hearts  also ;  "  He  rises  eatly,  and 
stands  beside  the  way  of  the  gate."  Ambition  is  no 
niggard  of  her  pains  ;  seldom  ever  is  good  meaning 
80  industrious.  The  more  he  shined  in  beauty  and 
royal  attendance,  so  much  more  glory  it  was  to  neg- 
lect himself,  and  to  prefer  the  care  of  justice  to  his 
own  case.  Neither  is  Absalom  more  painAil  than  plau- 
sible; his  ear  is  open  to  all  plaintiffs,  all  petitioners; 
there  is  no  cause  which  he  flatters  not ;  "  See  thy 
matters  are  good  and  right ;"  his  hand  flatters  eveiy 
comer  with  a  salutation,  his  lips  with  a  kiss.  All 
men,  all  nuUrters  are  soothed,  saving  the  state  and 
govenouwit ;  the  censiu^  of  that  is  no  less  de^ 
than  the  applause  of  all  others,  "  There  is  none  de~ 
'  puted  of  the  king  to  hear  thee."  What  insinuations 
could  he  more  powerfiil  ?  No  music  can  he  so  sweet 
to  the  ears  of  the  unstable  multitude,  as  to  hear  well 
of  themselves,  ill  of  their  govemora :  Absalom  needs 
not  to  wish  himself  upon  the  bench  ;  every  man  says, 
Oh  what  a  curious  prmce  is  Absalom !  What  a  just 
and  careful  rul^  would  Absalom  be !  How  happy 
were  we,  if  we  might  he  judged  by  Absalom ! 
Those  qualities,  which  are  wont  sin^e  to  grace  others, 
have  conspired  to  meet  in  Absidom :  goodliness  of 
pra^on,  magnificence  of  state,  gracious  afiability,  un- 
wearied diligence,  humility  in  greatness,  feehng  pity, 
love  of  justice,  care  of  the  commonwealth !  The 
world  hath  not  so  completea  prince  as  Absalom!  Thus 
the  hearts  of  the  people  are  not  won,  but  stolen  by 


COST.  Til.]    Absalom's  EETtiBS  and  cohspieact.        49 

a  close  traitor,  from  their  lawfully  anointed  sovereign. 
Orerfair  shows  are  a  just  argument  of  unsoundness  ; 
no  natural  face  hath  so  clear  a  white  and  red,  as  the 
painted.  Nothing  wants  now  but  a  cloak  of  religion, 
to  perfect  the  treachery  of  that  ungracious  son,  who 
carried  peace  in  his  name,  war  in  his  heart ;  and  how 
easily  is  that  put  on .'  Absalom  hath  a  holy  vow  to 
be  paid  in  Hebron ;  the  devout  man  had  made  it 
long  since,  while  he  was  exiled  in  Syria,  and  now  he 
hastes  to  perform  it:  "If  the  Lord  shall  bring  me  back 
again  to  Jerusalem,  then  I  will  serve  the  Lord." 
Wicked  hypocrites  care  not  to  play  with  God,  that 
they  may  mock  mea  The  more  deformed  any  act 
is,  the  fairer  vizor  it  still  seeketh. 

How  glad  is  the  good  old  king,  that  he  is  blessed 
with  so  godly  a  son,  whom  he  dismisseth  laden  with 
his  causeless  blessings  !  What  trust  is  there  in  Heah 
and  blood,  when  David  is  not  safe  &om  his  own  loins  ? 
The  conspiracy  is  now  fully  foiled;  there  lacked 
nothing  but  Uiis  guilt  of  piety  to  win  favour  and 
v^ue  in  all  eyes ;  and  now  it  is  a  wonder,  that  but 
two  himdred  honest  citizens  go  up  with  Absalom  from 
Jerusalem :  the  true-hearted  lie  most  open  to  credu- 
lity. How  easy  is  it  to  beguile  harmless  intentions  ! 
The  name  of  David's  son  carries  them  against  the 
lather  of  Absalom  ;  and  now  these  simple  Israelites 
are  unwittingly  made  loyal  rebels.  Their  hearts  are 
free  from  a  plot,  and  they  mean  nothing  but  fidelity 
in  the  attendance  of  a  traitor.  How  many  thousands 
are  thus  ignorantly  misled  into  the  train  of  error ; 
their  simplicity  is  as  worthy  of  pity,  as  their  misguid- 
ance of  indignation.  Those  that  will  suffer  themselves 
to  he  carried  with  semblances  of  truth  and  faithAil- 
ness,  must  needs  be  as  far  from  safety  as  innocence. 
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BOOK    XVI. 


CONTEMPLATION  I. 

BHIMBI   CDBStHQ. 

With  a  heavy  heart,  and  a  covered  head,  and  a  weep- 
iiig  6JS)  *iid  bare  feet,  is  David  gone  away  from  Je- 
rusalem :  never  did  he  with  more  joy  come  up  to  this 
city,  than  now  he  left  it  with  sorrow  ;  how  could  he 
do  otherwise,  whom  the  insurrection  of  Ms  own  son 
drove  out  from  hia  bouse,  fixim  his  throne,  from  the 
ark  of  God  ?  And  now,  when  the  depth  of  this  grief 
deserved  nothing  but  compassion,  the  foul  mouth  of 
Sbimei  entertains  David  with  curses  !  There  is  no 
small  cruelty  in  the  picking  out  of  a  time  for  mis- 
chief; that  word  would  scarce  gall  at  one  season, 
which  at  another  killeth.  The  same  shaft  flying  *ith 
the  wind  pierces  deep,  which,  against  it,  can  hardly 
find  strength  to  stick  upright.  The  valour  and  justice 
of  children  condemn  it  for  injuriously  cowardly,  to 
strike  their  adversary  when  be  is  once  down.  It  is 
the  murder  of  the  tongue  to  insult  upon  those  whom 
God  hath  humbled,  and  to  draw  blood  of  that  back 
which  is  yet  blue  from  the  hand  of  the  Almighty. 
If  Shimei  had  not  presumed  upon  David's  dejection, 
he  durst  not  have  been  thus  bold ;  now  he,  that 
perhaps  durst  not  have  looked  at  one  of  these  wor- 
thies single,  defies  them  all  at  once,  and  doth  both 
cast  and  speak  stones  against  David  and  aU  his  army. 
The  malice  of  base  spirits  sometimes  carries  them 
further  than  the  courage  of  the  valiant. 

In  all  the  time  of  David's  prosperity  we  heard  no 
news  of  Shimei ;  his  silence  and  colourable  obedience 
made  him  pass  for  a  great  subject ;  yet  all  that  while 
was  his  heart  imsound  and  traitorous.     Peace  and 
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good  success  liide  many  a  false  heart,  like  aa  the  snow- 
drop covers  a  heap  of  dung,  which,  once  melting  away, 
descries  the  rottenness  that  lay  within.  Honour  and 
welfare  are  but  flattering  glasses  of  men's  affections. 
Adversity  will  not  deceive  us,  but  will  make  a  true 
report,  as  of  our  own  powers,  so  of  the  disposition  of 
others. 

He  that  smiled  on  David  in  his  throne,  curseth  him 
in  his  flight.  If  there  be  any  quarrels,  any  excep' 
tiona  to  be  taken  gainst  a  man,  let  him  look  to  have 
them  laid  in  his  dish  when  he  &reB  the  hardest.  This 
practice  have  wicked  men  learned  of  their  master,  to 
take  the  utmost  advantages  of  our  afflictions.  He 
that  suffers  had  need  to  be  doubly  armed,  both  gainst 
pain  and  censure. 

Every  word  of  Sbimei  was  a  slander.  He  that 
took  Saul's  spear  ^m  his  head,  and  repented  to  have 
but  cut  the  lap  of  his  garment,  is  reproached  as  a 
man  of  blood.  The  man  afber  God's  own  heart  is 
branded  for  a  man  of  BeliaL  He  that  was  sent  for 
out  of  the  fields  to  be  anointed,  is  taxed  for  an 
usurper :  if  David's  hands  were  stained  with  blood, 
yet  not  of  Saul's  bouse  ;  it  was  his  servant,  not  his 
master  that  bled  by  him ;  yet  is  the  blood  of  the 
Lord's  anointed  cast  in  David's  teeth,  by  the  spite  of 
a  fiJse  tongue.  Did  we  not  see  David,  after  all  the 
■proob  of  his  humble  loyalty,  shedding  the  blood  of 
that  Amalekite,  who  fid  but  say  be  shed  Said's  ? 
Did  we  not  hear  him  lament  passionately  for  the 
death  of  so  ill  a  master,  chiding  the  mountains  of 
0ilboa  on  which  he  fell ;  and  angrily  wishing,  that 
no  dew  might  fall  where  that  blood  was  poured  out ; 
and  charged  the  daughters  of  Israel  to  weep  over  Saul, 
who  iad  clothed  them  in  scarlet !  Did  we  not  hear 
and  see  him  inquiring  for  any  remainder  of  the  house 
of  Saul,  that  he  might  show  bim  the  kindness  of  God! 
Did  we  not  see  him  honouring  lame  Kephibosheth 
with  a  princely  seat  at  his  own  table!  Did  we  not 
see  him  revengmg  the  blood  of  his  rival  Zshbosheth 
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upon  the  heads  of  Rechab  and  Baanah  ?  What  could 
any  living  man  have  done  more  to  wipe  off  these 
bloody  aspersions?  Yet  is  not  a  Shimei  ashamed 
to  chai^  innocent  David  with  all  the  blood  of  the 
house  of  Saul. 

How  is  it  likely  this  clamorous  wretch  had  secretly 
traduced  the  name  of  David,  all  the  time  of  his  go- 
vernment, that  dares  thus  accuse  him  to  his  face,  be- 
fore all  the  mighty  men  of  Israel,  who  were  witnesses 
of  the  contrary  ?  The  greater  the  person  is,  the  more 
open  do  his  actions  lie  to  misinterpretation  and  cen- 
sure. Every  tongue  speaks  partially,  according  to 
the  interest  he  hath  in  the  cause  or  the  patient.  It 
is  not  possible  that  eminent  persons  should  be  free 
from  imputations :  innocence  can  no  more  protect 
them  than  power. 

If  the  patience  of  David  can  digest  this  indignity,  , 
his  train  cannot ;  their  fingers  could  not  but  itch  to 
return  iron  for  atones.  If  Shimei  rail  on  David,  Abi- 
shai  rails  on  Shimei ;  Shimei  is  of  Saul's  family, 
Abishai  of  David's  ;  each  speaks  for  his  own.  Abishai 
most  justly  bonds  hia  tongue  against  Shimei,  as  Shi- 
mei against  David  most  unjustly.  Had  Shimei  been 
any  other  than  a  dog,  he  had  never  so  rudely  barked 
at  a  harmless  passenger ;  neither  could  he  deserve 
less  than  the  loss  of  that  head  which  had  uttered 
such  blasphemies  gainst  God's  anointed.  The  zeal 
of  Abishai  doth  but  plead  for  justice,  and  is  checked ; 
"  What  have  I  to  do  with  you,  ye  sons  of  Zeruiah  ?" 
David  said  not  ao  much  to  his  reviler,  as  to  his  abet- 
tor ;  he  well  saw  that  a  revenge  was  just,  but  not 
seasonable  ;  he  found  the  present  a  fit  time  to  su^r 
wrongs,  not  to  right  them  :  he  therefore  gives  way 
rather  meekly  to  his  own  humiliation,  than  to  the 

Eunishment  of  another.  There  are  seasons  wherein 
iwful  motions  are  not  fit  to  be  cherished ;  anger  doth 
not  become  a  mourner ;  one  passion  at  once  is  enough 
for  the  soul.  Unadvised  zeal  may  be  more  prejudicial 
than  a  cold  remissness. 
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What  if  the  Lord,  for  the  correction  of  his  servant, 
had  said  unto  Shimei,  Curse  David  ;  yet  is  Shimei's 
curse  no  less  worthy  of  Abiahai'a  sword :  the  ain  of 
Shimei's  curee  was  his  own,  the  smart  of  the  curse 
was  Crod's.  God  wills  that  as  David's  chastisement 
whicli  he  hates  a:s  Shimei's  wickedness  ;  that  lewd 
tongue  moved  from  God,  it  moved  lewdly  from  Satan. 
Wicked  men  are  never  the  freer  from  guilt  or  punish* 
ment,  for  that  hand  which  the  holy  God  hath  m  their 
offensive  actions  ;  yet  David  can  say,  "Let  himalone, 
and  let  him  curse,  for  the  Lord  hath  bidden  him  :" 
as  meaning  to  give  a  reason  ofhia  own  patience,  rather 
than  Shimei's  impunity.  The  issue  showed  how  well 
David  could  distinguish  betwixt  the  act  of  Grod  and 
of  a  traitor ;  how  he  could  both  kiss  the  rod  and  bum 
it.  There  can  he  none  so  strong  motive  of  our  meek 
submission  to  evils,  as  the  acknowledgment  of  their  ■ 
original  He  that  can  see  the  hand  of  God  striking 
him  by  the  hand  or  tongue  of  an  enemy,  shall  more 
awe  the  first  mover  of  his  arm,  than  malign  the  in- 
strument. Even  while  David  laments  the  rebellion 
of  his  son,  he  gains  by  it,  and  makes  that  the  argu- 
ment of  his  patience,  which  was  the  exercise  of  it. 
"  Behold,  my  son,  which  came  forth  of  my  bowels, 
seeketh  my  life :  how  much  more  now  may  this  Ben- 
jamite  do  it !"  The  wickedness  of  an  Absalom  may 
rob  his  father  of  comfort,  but  shall  help  to  add  to  his 
fether's  goodness.  It  is  the  advantage  of  great  crosses, 
that  they  swallow  up  the  less.  One  man's  sin  cannot 
he  excused  by  another'a,  the  lesser  by  the  greater. 
If  Absalom  be  a  traitor,  Shimei  may  not  curse  and 
rebel :  but  the  passion  conceived  from  the  indignity 
of  a  stranger,  may  be  abated  by  the  harder  measure 
of  our  own :  if  we  can  therefore  suffer,  because  we 
have  suffered,  we  have  profited  by  our  affliction.  A 
weak  heart  faints  with  every  addition  of  succeeding 
trouble  ;  the  strong  recollects  itself,  and  is  grown  so 
skilful,  that  it  hears  off  one  mischief  with  another. 

It  is  not  either  the  unnatural  insurrection  of  Ab- 
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sa.1om,  nor  the  unjust  curses  of  Shimei,  that  can  put 
David  quite  out  of  heart  ;  "  It  may  be  that  the  lird 
will  look  on  mine  affliction,  and  will  requite  ^od  for 
his  cursing  this  day."  So  well  was  David  acquainted 
with  the  proceedings  of  God,  that  he  knew  cherialiing 
was  ever  wont  to  follow  stripes  ;  after  vehement 
evacuation,  cordials ;  after  a  dark  night,  the  clear 
light  of  the  morning.  Hope,  therefore,  doth  not  only 
uphold,  but  cheer  up  his  heart,  in  the  midst  of  his 
Borrow.  If  we  can  look  beyond  the  cloud  of  our  af- 
fliction, and  see  the  sunshine  of  comfort  on  the  other 
side  of  it,  we  cannot  be  so  discouraged  with  the  pre- 
sence of  evil,  as  heartened  with  the  issue:  as,  on  the 
contrary,  let  a  man  be  never  so  merry  within,  and  see 
pain  and  misetr  waiting  for  him  at  fiie  door,  his  ex- 
pectation of  cvu  shall  easily  daunt  all  the  sense  of  his 
pleasure.  The  retributions  of  temporal  fovours  go 
but  by  peradventures  ;  "  It  may  be  the  Lord  will  look 
on  mme  affliction ;"  of  eternal,  are  certain  and  ioM.- 
lible ;  if  we  suffer,  we  shall  reign.  Why  should  not  the 
assurance  of  reigning  make  us  triumph  in  suffering  ? 

David's  patience  draws  on  the  insolence  of  ShimeL 
Evil  natures  grow  presumptuous  upon  forbearance. 
In  good  dispositions,  injury  unanswered  grows  weary 
of  itself,  and  dies  in  a  voluntary  remorse ;  but  in 
those  dogged  stomachs,  which  are  only  capable  of  the 
restraints  of  fear,  the  silent  digestion  of  a  former 
wrong  provokes  a  second.  Mercy  had  need  to  be 
guid^  with  wisdom,  lest  it  prove  cruel  to  itself 

0  the  base  minds  of  inconstant  time-servers !  Stay 
but  a  while,  till  the  wheel  be  a  little  turned,  you  shaJl 
see  humble  Shimei  fall  down  on  his  face  before  David, 
in  his  return  over  Jordan :  now  hie  submission  shall 
equal  his  former  rudeness  ;  his  prayers  shall  requite 
his  curses,  his  tears  make  amends  for  bis  stones: 
"  Let  not  my  Lord  impute  iniquity  unto  me ;  neither 
do  thou  remember  that  which  thy  servant  did  per- 
versely, the  day  that  my  lord  the  king  went  out  of 
Jerusalem,  that  the  king  should  take  it  to  heart :  for 
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thy  servant  doth  know  that  I  have  sinned."  False- 
hearted Shimei !  had  Absalom  prospered,  thou  hadst 
not  sinned,  thou  hadst  not  repented ;  then  hadst  thou 
bragged  of  thine  inaultation  over  his  miseries,  whose 
pardon  thou  now  beggestwith  tears.  The  changes  of 
worldly  minds  are  thankless,  since  they  are  neither 
wrought  out  of  conscience  nor  love,  but  only  hy  ^v- 
isb  fear  of  just  punishment. 

David  could  say  no  more  to  testify  his  sorrow  for 
his  heinous  sins  against  God  to  !Nathan  than  Shimei 
says  of  himself  to  Da^id,  whereto  may  be  added  the 
advantage  of  a  voluntary  confession  in  this  offender, 
which  in  David  was  extorted  by  the  reproof  of  a 
prophet;  yet  is  David's  confession  seriously  penitent, 
Shimei's  craftily  hypocritical.  Those  alterations  are 
justly  suspected  which  are  shaped  according  to  the 
times  and  outward  occasions.  The  true  penitent 
looks  only  at  God  and  bis  sin,  and  is  changed  when 
all  other  things  are  themselves. 

Great  offences  had  need  of  answerable  satisfaction. 
As  Shimei  was  the  only  man  of  the  house  of  Benja- 
min that  came  forth  and  cursed  David  in  his  flight, 
so  is  he  the  first  man  (even  before  those  of  the  house 
of  Joseph,  though  nearer  in  situation)  that  comee  to 
meet  David  in  his  return  with  prayers  and  gratula- 
tions.  Notorious  offenders  may  not  think  to  sit 
down  with  the  task  of  ordinary  services  ;  the  retri- 
butions of  their  obedience  must  be  proportionable  to 
their  crimes. 


CONTEMPLATION  II. 

.      AHITHOPHEL. 

So  soon  as  David  heard  of  Ahithophel's  hand  in  that 
conspiracy  he  falls  to  bis  prayers,  "  0  Lord,  I  pray 
thee  turn  the  counsel  of  Ahithophel  into  foolishness." 
The  known  wisdom  of  his  revolted  counsellor  made 
him  a  dangerous  and  dreadful  adversary.  Great 
parts  misemployed  cannot  but  prove  most  mis- 
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ehievous.  When  wickedness  is  armed  with  wit  and 
power,  none  but  a  God  can  defeat  it ;  when  we  are 
matched  with  a  strong  and  subtle  enemj,  it  ia  high 
time,  if  ever,  to  be  devout.  If  the  bounty  of  God 
have  thought  good  to  iiimish  his  creatures  with 
powers  to  war  against  himself,  his  wisdom  knows 
how  to  turn  the  abuse  of  those  powers  to  the  shame 
of  the  owners,  and  the  glory  of  the  giver. 

Oh  the  policy  of  this  Machiavel  of  Israel,  no  less 
deep  than  nell  itself!  "Go  in  to  thy  fether^s concu- 
bines, which  he  hath  left  to  keep  the  house ;  and 
when  all  Israel  shall  hear  that  thou  art  abhorred  of 
thy  father,  the  hands  of  all  that  are  with  thee  shall 
be  strong."  The  first  care  must  be  to  secure  the 
&ction.  There  can  be  no  safety  in  siding  with  a 
doubtful  rebel.  If  Absalom  be  a  traitor,  yet  he  is  a 
son.  Kature  may  return  to  itself,  Absalom  may 
relent,  David  may  remit ;  where  then  are  we  that 
have  helped  to  promote  the  conspiracy  ?  the  danger 
is  ours,  while  this  breach  may  be  pieced.  There  is 
no  way  but  to  eng^e  Absalom  in  some  further  act, 
incapable  of  forgiveness :  besides  the  throne,  let  him 
violate  the  bed  of  his  father ;  unto  his  treason  let 
him  add  an  incest  no  less  unnatural :  now  shall  the 
world  see  that  Absalom  neither  hopes  nor  cares  for 
the  reconciliation  of  a  father.  Our  quarrel  can 
never  have  any  safe  end  but  victory,  the  hope  where- 
of depends  upon  the  resolution  of  our  followers ; 
they  cannot  be  resolute,  but  upon  the  unpardonable 
wickedness  of  their  leader;  neither  can  this  villany 
be  shame^l  enough,  if  it  be  secret.  The  closeness 
of  evil  argues  fear,  or  modesty ;  neither  of  which  can 
beseem  him  that  would  be  a  successful  traitor.  Set 
up  a  tent  on  the  top  of  the  house,  and  let  all  Israd 
be  witnesses  of  thy  sin,  and  thy  father's  shame.  Or- 
dinary crimes  are  for  vulgar  offenders.  Let  Absalom 
sin  eminently,  and  do  that  which  may  make  the 
world  at  once  to  blush  and  wonder. 

Who  would  ever  have  thought  that  Ahithophel  had 
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lived  at  court,  at  the  council-table  of  David !  Who 
would  think  that  mouth  had  ever  spokeu  well  ?  Yet 
had  he  been  no  other  than  as  the  oracle  of  God  to 
the  religious  court  of  Israel,  even  while  he  was  not 
wise  enough  to  be  good.  Policy  and  grace  are  not 
always  lodged  under  one  roof  IIub  man,  while  he  was 
one  of  David's  deep  counsellors,  was  one  of  David's 
fools,  that  said  in  their  hearts,  "  There  is  no  God ;" 
else  he  could  not  have  hoped  to  make  good  an  evil 
with  worse,  to  build  the  success  of  treason  upon  incest. 

Profane  hearts  do  so  contrive  the  plots  of  their 
wickedness,  as  if  there  were  no  overruling  power  to 
cross  their  designs,  or  to  revenge  them.  He  that 
'  sits  in  heaven  laughs  them  to  scorn,  and  bo  far  gives 
way  to  their  sins,  as  their  sins  may  prove  piques 
unto  themselves. 

These  two  sons  of  David  met  with  pestilent  coun- 
sel ;  Amnon  is  advised  to  incest  with  his  sister,  Ab- 
salom is  advised  to  incest  with  his  father's  concu- 
bines ;  that  by  Jonadab,  this  by  Ahithophel :  both 
prevail.  It  is  as  easy  at  least  to  take  ill  counsel,  as 
to  give  it.  Proneness  to  villany  in  the  great  cannot 
want  either  projectors  to  devise,  or  parasites  to  exe- 
cute, the  most  odious  sins. 

The  tent  is  spread,  lest  it  should  not  be  con- 
spicuous enough,  on  the  top  of  the  house.  The  act 
is  done  in  the  sight  of  all  Israel  The  filthiness  of 
the  sin  was  not  so  great  as  the  impudency  of  the 
manner.  When  the  prophet  !Nathan  came  with  that 
heavy  message  of  reproof  and  menace  to  David, 
after  his  sin  with  Bathsheba,  he  could  say  from  God, 
"  Behold  I  will  raise  up  evil  against  thee,  out  of 
thine  own  house,  and  will  take  thy  wives  before 
thine  eyes,  and  give  them  unto  thy  neighbour,  and 
he  shall  lie  with  thy  wives  in  the  sight  of  this  sun : 
for  thou  didst  it  secretly,  but  I  will  do  this  thing 
before  all  Israel,  and  before  this  sun."  The  counsel 
of  Ahithophel,  and  the  lust  of  Absalom,  have  ful- 
filled  the  judgment  of  God,  Oh  the  wisdom  of  the 
»  5 
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Almighty,  that  can  use  the  worst  evils  well ;  and 
most  justly  make  the  sins  of  men  his  executioners ! 

It  was  the  sin  of  Reuben  that  he  defiled  his 
iather's  bed  ;  yet  not  in  the  same  height  of  lewdness. 
What  Reuben  did  in  a  youthful  wantonness,  Absa- 
lom did  in  a  malicious  despite :  Reuben  sinned  with 
one,  Absalom  with  ten:  Reuben  secretly,  Absalom 
in  the  open  eyes  of  heaven  and  earth ;  yet  old  Jacob 
could  say  of  Reuben,  "  Thou  shalt  not  excel ;  thy 
dignity  is  gone :"  while  Ahithopbel  says  to  Absalom, 
"  Thy  dignity  shall  arise  from  incest ;  climb  up  to 
thy  father's  bed,  if  thou  wilt  sit  in  his  throne."  If 
Ahitbophel  were  a  politician.  Jacob  was  a  prophet ; 
if  the  one  spoke  from  carnal  sense,  the  other  from 
divine  revelation.  Certainly,  to  ain  is  not  the  way 
to  prosper :  whatever  vain  fools  promise  to  them- 
selves, there  is  no  wisdom,  nor  understanding,  nor 
counsel  against  the  Lord. 

After  the  rebellicm  is  secured  for  continuance,  the 
next  care  is  that  it  may  end  in  victory ;  this  also 
hath  the  working  head  of  Ahithopbel  projected. 
Wit  and  experience  told  him,  that  in  these  cases  of 
assault,  celerity  uses  to  bring  forth  the  happiest 
despatch  ;  whereas  protraction  is  no  small  advantage 
to  the  defendant.  "Let  me  (saith  he)  choose 
out  now  twelve  thouKind  men,  and  I  will  up,  and 
follow  after  David  this  night ;  and  I  will  come  upon 
him,  while  he  is  weary  and  weak-handed."  No 
advice  could  be  more  pernicious ;  for,  besides  the 
weariness  and  unreadiness  of  David  and  his  army, 
the  spirits  of  that  worthy  leader  were  daunted,  and 
dejected  with  sorrow,  and  offered  way  to  the  violence 
of  a  sudden  assault.  The  field  had  been  half  won 
ere  any  blow  stricken.  Ahithopbel  could  not  have 
been  reputed  so  wise,  if  be  bad  not  learned  the  due 
proportion  betwixt  actions  and  times.  He  that  ob- 
serveth  eveiy  wind,  shall  never  sow ;  but  be  that  ob- 
eervea  no  wind  at  all,  shall  never  reap. 

The  likeliest  devices  do  not  always  succeed.     The 
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God  that  had  appointed  to  estabUah  David's  throne, 
and  determined  Solomon  to  his  succession,  finds 
means  to  cross  the  plot  of  Ahithophel  by  a  leas  pro- 
bable advice.  Hushai  was  not  sent  back  for  nothing. 
Where  (rod  bath,  in  his  secret  will,  decreed  any  eyent, 
he  inclines  the  wills  of  men  to  approve  that  whieh 
may  promote  his  own  purposes.  Neither  had  Hushai 
BO  deep  a  head,  neither  wajs  his  counsel  so  sure  as 
that  of  Ahithophel,  yet  his  tongue  shall  refell  Ahi- 
thophel, and  divert  Absalom.  The  pretences  were 
&irer,  though  the  grounds  were  unsound ;  first  to 
sweeten  his  opposition,  he  yields  the  praise  of  wisdom 
to  his  adversary  in  all  oaier  counsels,  that  he  may 
have  leave  to  deny  it  in  this  ;  his  very  contradiction 
in  the  present  insinuates  a  gener^  allowance.  Then 
he  suggests  certain  apparent  truths  concerning  David's 
valour  and  skill,  to  give  comitenance  to  the  inferences 
of  his  improbabilities.  Lastly,  he  cunningly  feeds 
the  proud  humour  of  Absalom,  in  magnimng  the 
power  and  extent  of  his  commands,  and  ends  in  the 
glorious  boasts  of  his  fore-promised  victory.  As  it  is 
with  faces,  so  with  counsels,  that  is  fair  that  pleaseth. 
He  that  gives  the  utterance  to  words,  gives  also  their 
speed.  Favcflir,  both  of  speech  aod  men,  is  not  ever 
according  to  desert,  hut  according  to  fore-ordination. 
The  tongue  of  Hushai,  and  the  heart  of  Absalom,  is 
guided  hy  a  power  above  their  own  ;  Hushai  shall 
therefore  prevail  with  Absalom,  that  the  treason  of 
Absalom  may  not  prevail.  He  that  worketh  all  in 
all  things,  so  disposeth  of  wicked  men  and  spirits, 
that,  while  they  do  most  oppose  his  revealed  wiB, 
they  execute  his  secret,  and,  while  they  think  moat 
to  please,  they  overthrow  themselves. 

Wh^i  Absalom  first  met  HushfU  returned  to  Jeru- 
salem, he  upbraided  him  pleasantly  with  the  scoff  of 
Ids  professed  friendship  to  David,  "  la  this  thy  kind- 
ness to  thy  friend  ?'  Sometimes  there  is  more  truth 
in  the  mouth  than  in  the  heart ;  more  in  jest  than 
in  earnest  Hushai  was  a  friend,  his  stay  was  his 
d6 
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IdndDeBB  ;  and  dow  he  hath  done  that  for  which  he 
■waa  left  at  Jenisalem,  disappointed  Ahithophel,  pre- 
served David  ;  neither  did  his  kindness  to  nis  friend 
rest  here,  but  aa  one  that  was  justly  jealous  of  him 
with  whom  he  was  allowed  to  temporize,  he  mistrusts 
the  approbation  of  Absalom  ;  and,  not  daring  to  put 
the  life  of  his  master  upon  such  a  hazard,  he  gives 
charge  to  Zadok  and  Abiathar  of  this  intelligence 
unto  David.  We  cannot  be  too  suBpicious,  when  we 
have  to  do  with  those  that  are  faithless.  We  cannot 
be  too  curious  of  the  safety  of  good  princes. 

Hushai  fears  not  to  desciy  the  secrets  of  Absalom's 
counsel :  to  betray  a  traitor  is  no  other  than  a  com- 
mendable work.  Zadok  and  Abiathar  are  fiist  within 
the  gates  of  Jerusalem ;  their  sons  lay  purposely 
abroad  in  the  fields  ;  this  message,  that  concerned  no 
less  than  the  life  of  David,  and  the  whole  kingdom  of 
Israel,  must  be  trusted  with  a  maid.  Sometimes  it 
pleaseth  the  wisdom  of  God,  who  hath  the  variety  of 
neaven  and  earth  before  him,  to  single  out  weak 
instruments  for  great  services  ;  and  they  shall  serve 
his  turn,  as  well  as  the  best.  No  counsellor  of  state 
could  have  made  this  despatch  more  effectual :  Jona- 
than and  Ahimaaz  are  sent,  descried,  pursued,  pre- 
served. The  fidelity  of  a  maid  instructed  them  in 
their  message,  the  subtlety  of  a  woman  saved  their 
lives.  At  the  well  of  Rogel  they  received  their 
message,  in  the  welt  of  Baburim  was  their  life  saved ; 
the  sudden  wit  of  a  woman  hath  choked  the  mouth 
of  her  well  with  dried  com,  that  it  might  not  bewray 
the  messengers  ;  and  now  David  hears  safely  of  his 
danger,  and  prevents  it ;  and  though  weary  with 
travel,  and  laden  with  sorrow,  he  must  spend  the 
night  in  his  remove.  God's  promises  of  his  deliver- 
ance, and  the  confirmation  of  his  kingdom,  may  not 
make  him  neglect  the  means  of  his  safety.  If  he  be 
faithfiil,  we  may  not  be  careless,  since  our  diligence 
and  care  are  appointed  for  the  factors  of  that  divine 
Providence :  the  acts  of  God  must  abate  nothing  of 
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ours  ;  rather  must  we  labour,  by  doing  that  which  he 
requireth,  to  further  that  which  he  decreeth. 

There  are  those  that  have  great  wits  for  the  public, 
none  for  themselvea  Such  was  Ahithophel,  who 
while  he  had  the  power  to  govern  a  state,  could  not 
tell  how  to  rule  hia  own  passions  ;  never  till  now  do 
we  find  his  counsel  balked,  neither  was  it  now  rejected 
as  ill,  only  Hushai's  waa  allowed  for  better :  he 
can  live  no  longer  now  that  he  is  beaten  at  his  own 
weapon  ;  this  aloue  is  cause  enough  to  saddle  hia  ass, 
and  to  go  home,  and  put  the  halter  about  his  own 
neck.  Pride  causes  men  both  to  misinterpret  dis- 
graces, and  to  overtate  them.  Now  is  David  s  prayer 
heard.  "  Ahithophel's  counsel  is  turned  into  foolish- 
ness."  Desperate  Ahithophel !  what  if  thou  be  not 
the  wisest  man  of  all  Israel  ?  Even  those  that  have 
not  attained  to  the  highest  pitch  of  wisdom  have 
found  contentment  in  a  mediocrity :  what  if  thy 
counsel  were  despised  ?  A  wise  man  knows  to  live 
happily,  in  spite  of  an  unjust  contempt :  what  mad- 
ness is  this,  to  revenge  another  man's  reputation  upon 
thyself?  and,  while  thou  strivest  for  the  highest  room 
of  wisdom,  to  run  into  the  grossest  extremity  of 
folly  ?  Worldly  wisdom  is  no  protection  from  shame 
and  ruin.  How  easily  may  a  man,  though  naturally 
wise,  be  made  weary  of  life !  A  little  pain,  a  little 
shame,  a  little  loss,  a  small  affront,  can  soon  rob  a 
man  of  all  comfort,  and  cause  his  own  hands  to  rob 
him  of  himself  If  there  be  not  higher  respects  than 
the  world  can  yield,  to  maintain  us  in  being,  it  should 
be  a  miracle,  if  indignation  did  not  kill  more  than 
disease.  Now  that  God,  by  whose  appointment  we 
live  here,  for  his  most  wise  and  holy  purposes,  hath 
found  means  to  make  life  sweet,  and  death  terrible. 

What  a  mixture  do  we  find  here  of  wisdom  and 
madness !  Ahithophel  will  needs  hang  himself ;  there 
is  madness :  he  will  yet  set  his  house  in  order ;  there 
is  an  act  of  wisdom.  And  could  it  be  possible  that 
he,  who  was  so  wise  as  to  set  his  house  in  order, 
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should  be  so  mad  as  to  hang  himself!  that  he  should 
be  carefiil  to  order  his  bouse,  who  regarded  not  to 
Older  his  impotent  passions ;  that  he  should  caxe  for 
his  bouse,  who  caied  not  for  either  body  or  souL 
How  vain  it  ia  for  a  man  to  be  wise,  if  be  be  not  wise 
in  Clod  t  How  preposterous  are  the  cares  of  idle  world- 
lines,  that  prefer  all  other  things  to  themselves,  and 
while  they  look  at  what  they  nave  in  their  coffers, 
forget  what  they  have  in  their  breasts ! 


CONTEMPLATION  III. 

THE    DEATH   OF   ABSALOM. 

The  same  God  that  raised  enmity  to  David  from 
his  own  loins,  procured  him  favour  from  foreigners ; 
strangers  shall  relieve  him,  whom  his  own  son  per- 
secutes ;  here  is  not  a  loss,  hut  an  exchange  of  lov& 
Had  Absalom  been  a  son  of  Amnon,  and  Shobi  a  son 
of  David,  David  had  found  no  cause  of  complaint. 
If  God  takes  with  one  hand,  he  gives  with  another ; 
while  that  divine  boimtr  serves  us  in  good  meat, 
though  not  in  our  own  tfishes,  we  have  good  reason 
to  be  thankfiiL  No  sooner  is  David  come  to  Maho- 
naim,  than  BarziUai,  Uaehir,  and  Shobi  refresh  him 
with  provisions.  Who  ever  saw  any  child  of  God  left 
utterfy  destitute  ?  Whosoever  be  the  messenger  of 
our  aid,  we  know  whence  be  comes ;  heaven  shall 
want  power,  and  earth  means,  before  any  of  the  house- 
hold of  &ith  shall  wMit  maintenance. 

He  that  formeiiy  was  forced  to  employ  his  anna 
for  bis  defence  gainst  a  tyrannous  faUier-in-law, 
must  now  buckle  them  on  against  an  unnatural  son : 
now  therefore  he  musters  his  men,  and  ordains  his 
commanders,  and  marshals  his  troops :  and,  ^ce 
their  loyal  importunity  will  not  allow  the  hazard  of 
his  person,  he  at  once  encourages  them  by  his  eye, 
and  restnuus  them  with  hia  tongue,  "Deal  gently 
with  the  young  man  Absalom,  for  my  sake."     Ifciw 
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unreasonably  favourable  are  the  wars  of  a  fether !  0 
hoi;  David,  what  means  this  ill-placed  love,  this  un- 
jxiat  mercjf !  Deal  gently  with  a  traitor !  but  of  all 
traitors  with  a  son !  of  all  sons  with  an  Absalom,  the 
graceless  darling  of  so  good  a  &ther ;  and  all  this  for 
my  sake,  whose  crown,  whose  blood  he  hunts  after ! 
For  whose  sake  should  Absalom  be  pursued,  if  he 
must  be  forborne  fortbine  ?  He  was  still  courteous 
to  thy  followers,  afiable  to  suitors,  plausible  to  all 
Israel,  only  to  thee  he  is  cruel  Wherefore  are  those 
arms,  if  the  cause  of  the  quarrel  must  be  a  motive  of 
mercy  ?  Yet  thou  sayest,  "  Deal  gently  with  the 
young  man  AbaaJom,  for  my  aak&"  Even  in  the 
holiest  parents  nature  may  be  guilty  of  an  injurious 
tenderness,  of  a  bloody  indulgence. 

Or,  whether  shall  we  not  rather  think  this  was 
done  in  type  of  that  unmeasurable  mercy  of  the  true 
King,  and  B«deemer  of  Israel,  who  prayed  for  his 
persecutors,  for  his  morderors  ;  and,  even  while  they 
were  at  once  scorning  and  killing  him,  could  say, 
"  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they 
do."  If  we  be  sons,  we  are  ungracious,  we  are  re- 
bellious, yet  still  is  our  heavenly  Father  thus  com- 
passionately regardful  of  us.  David  was  not  sure  of 
nia  success ;  there  was  great  inequality  in  the  number ; 
Absalom's  forces  were  more  than  double  to  his ;  it 
might  have  come  to  the  contrary  issue,  that  David 
should  have  been  forced  to  say,  "  Deal  gently  with 
the  father  of  Absalom  ;"  but  in  a  supposition  of  that 
victory,  which  only  the  goodness  of  his  cause  bade 
him  hope  for,  he  sajth,  "  Deal  gently  with  the  young 
man  Absalom."  As  for  us,  we  are  never  but  under 
mercy ;  our  God  needs  no  advantages  to  sweep  us 
from  the  earth  any  moment,  yet  he  continues  that 
life,  and  those  powers  to  us,  whereby  we  provoke  him, 
and  bids  his  angels  deal  kindly  with  us,  and  ,bear  us 
in  their  arms,  while  we  lift  up  our  hands,  and  bend 
our  tongues  against  heaven.  Oh  mercy  past  the 
comprehension  of  all  finite  spirits,  and  only  to  be  con- 
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ceived  by  Him  whose  it  is :  never  more  resembled  by 
any  earthly  affection,  than  by  this  of  his  deputy  and 
type,  "  Deal  gently  with  the  young  man  Absalom,  for 
my  sake." 

The  battle  is  joined ;  David's  followers  are  but  a 
handful  to  Absalom's.  How  easily  may  the  fickle 
multitude  be  transported  to  the  wrong  side  !  What 
they  wanted  in  abettors  ia  supplied  in  the  cause. 
Unnatural  ambition  draws  the  sword  of  Absalom, 
David's  a  necessary  and  a  juat  defence.  They  that 
in  simplicity  of  heart  followed  Absalom,  cannot  in 
malice  of  heart  persecute  the  father  of  Absalom.  With 
what  courage  could  any  Israelite  draw  his  sword 
against  a  David  ?  or,  on  the  other  side,  who  can  want 
courage  to  fight  for  a  righteous  sovereign  and  father, 
against  the  conspiracy  of  a  wicked  son !  The  God  of 
hosts,  with  whom  it  is  all  one  to  save  with  many  or 
with  few,  takes  part  with  justice,  and  lets  Israel  feel 
what  it  is  to  bear  arms  for  a  traitorous  usurper.  The 
sword  devours  twenty  thousand  of  them,  and  the 
wood  devours  more  than  the  sword :  it  must  needs  be 
a  very  universal  rebellion,  wherein  so  many  perished. 
What  virtue  or  merits  can  assure  the  hearts  of  the 
vulgar,  when  so  gracious  a  prince  finds  so  many  re- 
volters  ?  Ivct  no  man  look  to  prosper  by  rebelBon : 
the  very  thickets,  and  stakes,  and  pits,  and  wild 
beasts  of  the  wood  shall  conspire  to  the  punishment 
of  traitors.  Amongst  the  rest,  see  how  a  fatal  oak 
hath  singled  out  the  ringleader  of  this  hateful  insur- 
rection, and  will  at  once  serve  for  his  hangman  and 
gallows,  by  one  of  those  spreading  arms  snatching 
him  away  to  speedy  execution.  Absalom  was  comely, 
and  he  knew  it  well  enough ;  his  hair  was  no  small  piece 
of  his  beauty,  nor  matter  of  his  pride :  it  was  his 
wont  to  cut  it  once  a  year  ;  not  for  tbat  it  was  too 
long,  but  too  heavy  ;  his  heart  would  have  borne  it 
longer,  if  his  neck  had  not  complained ;  and  now  the 
Justice  of  God  hath  platted  a  halter  of  those  locks ; 
those  tresses  had  formerly  hanged  loosely  dishevelled 
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on  his  shoulders,  now  he  hanga  by  them.  He  had 
wont  to  weigh  his  hair,  and  was  proud  to  find  it  so 
heavy  ;  now  his  hair  poiaeth  the  weight  of  his  body, 
and  makes  his  burden  his  torment.  It  is  no  marvel 
if  his  own  hair  turned  traitor  to  him  who  durst  rise 
up  against  his  father.  That  part,  which  is  misused 
by  man  to  sin,  is  commoaly  employed  by  God 
to  revenge ;  the  revenge  that  it  worketh  for  God 
makes  amends  for  the  offence  whereto  it  is  drawn 
^;ainst  God ;  the  very  beast  whereon  Absalom  sat, 
as  weaiy  to  bear  so  unnatural  a  burden,  resigns  over 
his  load  to  the  tree  of  justice :  there  hangs  Absalom 
between  heaven  and  earth,  as  one  that  was  hated  and 
abandoned  both  of  earth  and  heaven ;  as  if  God 
meant  to  prescribe  this  punishment  for  traitors, 
Absalom,  Ahithophel,  and  Judas,  die  all  one  death : 
so  let  them  perish  that  dare  lift  up  their  hand  against 
God's  anointed. 

The  honest  soldier  sees  Absalom  hanging  in  the 
oak,  and  dares  not  touch  him  ;  his  haaas  were  held 
with  the  charge  of  David,  "  Beware  that  none  touch 
the  young  man  Absalom."  Joab,  upon  that  intelli- 
gence, sees  him,  and  smites  him  with  no  less  than 
three  darts.  What  the  soldier  forbore  in  obedience, 
the  captain  doth  in  zeal ;  not  fearing  to  prefer  bis 
sovereign's  safety  to  his  command,  and  more  tendering 
the  life  of  a  king,  and  peace  of  his  countp^,  than  the 
weak  affection  of  a  father.  I  dare  not  sit  judge  be- 
twixt this  zeal  and  that  obedience,  betwixt  the  captain 
and  the  soldier ;  the  one  was  a  good  subject,  the  other 
a  good  patriot ;  the  one  loved  the  king,  the  other 
loved  David,'  and  out  of  love  disobeyed ;  the  one 
meant  as  well  as  the  other  sped.  As  if  God  meant 
to  fulfil  the  charge  of  his  anointed,  without  any  blame 
of  his  subjects,  it  pleased  him  to  execute  that  imme- 
diate revenge  upon  the  rebel,  which  would  have 
dispatched  him  without  hand  or  dart ;  only  the  mule 
ana  the  oak  conspired  to  this  execution ;  but  that 
death  would  have  required  more  leisure  than  it  was 
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safe  for  Israel  to  give,  and  still  life  would  give  hope 
of  rescue.  To  cut  off  all  fears,  Joab  lends  the  oak  three 
darts  to  help  forward  so  needfiil  a  vi'ork  of  justica 
All  Israel  did  not  afford  so  firm  a  friend  to  Absalom 
as  Joab  had  been :  who  but  Joab  had  suborned  the 
witty  widow  of  Tehoah  to  sue  for  the  recalling  of 
Absalom  from  his  three  years'  exile  ?  who  but  he  went 
to  fetch  him  from  Geshur  to  Jerusalem  i  who  but  he 
fetched  him  from  his  house  at  Jerusalem,  whereto  be 
had  been  two  years  confined,  to  the  face,  to  the  lipa 
of  David  ?  Yet  now  he,  that  was  his  solicitor  for  the 
king's  favour,  is  hia  executioner  against  the  king's 
charge.  With  honest  hearts  all  respects,  either  of 
blood  or  friendship,  cease  in  the  case  of  treason.  Well 
hath  Joab  forgotten  himself  to  b?  a  &iend  to  him, 
who  had  forgotten  himself  to  be  a  son.  Even  civilly, 
the  king  is  our  common  father,  our  countiy,  our 
common  mother ;  nature  hath  no  private  relations, 
which  should  not  gladly  give  place  to  these ;  he  is 
neither  father,  nor  son,  nor  brother,  nor  friend,  that 
conspires  against  the  common  parent.  Well  doth  he, 
who  spake  parables  for  his  master's  son,  now  speak 
darts  to  his  king's  enemy,  and  pierces  that  heart 
which  was  false  to  so  great  a  father.  Those  darts  are 
seconded  by  Joab's  followers;  each  man  tries  his 
weapon  upon  so  fair  a  mark.  One  death  ia  not  enough 
for  Absalom ;  he  is  at  once  hapged,  shot,  mangled, 
stoned.  Justly  was  he  lift  up  to  the  oak,  who  had 
lift  up  himself  against  his  father  and  soverei^ ;  justly 
is  he  pierced  with  darts,  who  had  pierced  his  father's 
heart  with  so  many  sorrows ;  justly  is  he  mangled, 
vrho  hath  dismembered  and  divided  all  Israel ;  justly 
is  he  stoned,  who  hath  not  only  cursed,  but  pursued 
his  own  parent. 

Now  Joab  sounds  the  retreat,  and  calls  off  his  eager 
troops  from  execution ;  however  he  knew  what  his 
rebellious  countrymen  had  deserved  in  following  an 
Absalom.  Wise  commanders  know  how  to  put  a 
difference  betwixt  the  heads  of  a  faction  and  the  mis- 
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guided  mtdtitude ;  and  can  pity  the  one,  wlule  thej 
take  revenge  on  the  other. 

So  did  Absalom  esteem  himself,  that  he  thought  it 
■would  be  a  wrong  to  the  world  to  want  the  memorial 
of  so  goodly  a  person.  God  had  denied  him  sons ;  how 
just  it  was  that  he  should  want  a  son,  who  had  robbed 
his  Either  of  a  son,  who  would  have  robbed  himself  of 
a  fiither,  his  father  of  a  kingdom  !  It  had  been  pity 
so  poisonous  a  plant  should  have  been  fruitful :  h^ 
pride  shall  supply  nature,  he  rears  up  a  stately  pillar 
in  the  king's  dale,  and  calls  it  by  his  own  name,  that 
he  might  live  in  dead  stones,  who  could  not  survive 
in  living  issue ;  and  now,  behold  this  curious  pile  ends 
in  a  rude  heap,  which  speaks  no  language,  but  the 
shame  of  that  carcass  wMch  it  covers.  Hear  this,  ye 
glorious  fools,  that  care  not  to  perpetuate  any  memory 
of  yourselves  to  the  world,  but  of  ill-deservong  great- 
ness ;  the  best  of  this  affectation  is  vanity ;  the  worst 
infamy  and  dishonour ;  whereas  the  memoiial  of  the 
just  shall  be  blessed :  and  if  his  humility  shall  refuse 
an  epitaph,  and  choose  to  hide  himself  under  the  bare 
earth,  God  himself  shall  engrave  his  name  upon  the 
pillar  of  eternity. 

There  now  lies  Absalom  in  the  pit,  under  a  thou- 
sand grave-stones,  in  every  of  which  is  written  his 
everlasting  reproach,  WeU  might  this  heap  overlive 
that  pillar ;  for  when  that  ceased  to  be  a  pillar,  it 
hegan  to  be  a  heap ;  neither  will  it  cease  to  be  a  mouu- 
ment  of  Absalom's  shame,  while  there  are  stones  to 
be  found  upon  earth.  Even  at  this  day,  very  pagans 
and  pilgrims  that  pass  that  way,  east  each  man  a  stone 
unto  that  heap,  and  are  wont  to  say  in  a  solemn  exe- 
cration, Cursed  he  the  parricide  Absalom,  and  cursed 
be  all  unjust  persecutors  of  their  parents,  for  ever. 
Fasten  your  eyes  upon  this  wofiil  spectacle,  0  all  ye 
rebellious  and  ungracious  children,  which  rise  up 
against  the  loins  and  thighs  from  which  ye  fell ;  and 
know  that  it  is  the  least  part  of  your  punishment, 
that  your  carcases  rot  in  the  earth,  and  your  name  in 
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ignominy:  these  do  but  shadow  out  those  eternal 
sufferings  of  your  souls,  for  your  foul  and  unnatural 
disobedience. 

Absalom  is  dead ;  who  shall  report  it  to  his  father  ? 
Surely  Joab  was  not  so  much  afraid  of  the  fact,  as  of 
the  message.  There  are  bu^  spirits  that  love  to  carry 
news,  though  thankless,  though  purposeless;  such 
was  Ahimaaz  the  son  of  Zadok,  who  importunately 
thrust  himself  into  this  service :  wise  Joab,  who  weU 
saw  how  unwelcome  tidings  must  be  the  burden  of 
the  first  post,  dissuades  him  in  vain :  he  knew  David 
too  well,  to  employ  a  friend  to  that  errand.  An 
Ethiopian  servant  was  a  fitter  bearer  of  such  a  mes- 
sage than  the  son  of  the  priest  The  entertainment 
of  the  person  doth  so  follow  the  quality  of  the  news, 
that  Imvid  coidd  argue  afar  off,  "  He  is  a  good  man, 
he  Cometh  with  good  tidinga"  Oh  how  welcome 
deserve  those  messengers  to  be,  that  bring  us  the  glad 
tidings  of  salvation,  that  assure  us  of  the  foil  of  all 
spiritual  enemies,  and  tell  us  of  nothing  but  victories, 
and  crowns,  and  kingdoms !  If  we  fiiink  not  their 
feet  beautiful,  our  hearts  are  foul  with  infidelity,  and 
secure  worldliness. 

So  wise  is  Ahimaaz  grown  by  Joab's  intimation, 
that,  though  he  outwent  Cushi  in  his  pace,  he  suffered 
Cushi  to  outgo  him  in  his  tale,  cunningly  suppressing 
that  part  which  he  knew  must  be  both  necessarily 
delivered,  and  unpleasingly  received. 

As  our  care  is  wont  to  be  where  our  love  is,  David's 
first  word  is  not,  how  fares  the  host,  but  "  How  fares 
the  young  man  Absalom  ?"  Like  a  wise  and  faithful 
messenger,  Cushi  answers  by  an  honest  insinuation, 
"  The  enemies  of  my  lord  the  king,  and  all  that  rise 
against  thee  to  do  thee  hurt,  be  as  that  young  maa 
is,"  implying  both  what  was  done,  and  why  David 
should  approve  it  being  done.  How  is  the  good  king 
thunderstruck  with  that  word  of  his  blackmoor !  who, 
as  if  he  were  at  once  bereaved  of  all  comfort,  and 
cared  not  to  live,  but  in  the  name  of  Absalom,  goes 


coHT.  IT.]  sheba's  bebbllion.  69 

and  weeps,  and  cries  out,  "  0  my  sod  Absalom !  my 
son,  my  son  Absalom !  would  God  I  bad  died  for  thee ! 
0  Absalom,  my  son,  my  son !"  What  is  this  we  hear  T 
that  he,  whose  life  Israel  valued  at  ten  thousand  of 
theirs,  should  he  exchanged  with  a  traitor's :  that  a 
good  king,  whose  life  was  sought,  should  wish  to  lay 
it  down  for  the  preservation  of  his  murderer.  The 
best  men  have  not  wont  to  be  the  least  passionate. 
But  what  shall  we  say  to  that  love  of  thine,  0  Saviour, 
who  hast  said  of  us  wretched  traitors,  not,  "  Would 
God  I  had  died  for  you ;"  but,  I  will  die,  I  do  die,  I 
have  died  for  you  I  Oh  love  like  thyself,  infinite,  in- 
comprehensible, whereat  the  angela  of  heaven  stand 
yet  amazed,  wherewith  thy  saints  are  ravished! 
"Turn  away  thine  eyes  from  me,  for  they  overcome 
me.  Oh  thou  that  dwellest  in  the  gardens,  the  com- 
panions hearken  to  thy  voice ;  cause  us  to  hear  it ;" 
that  we  may  in-  our  measure  answer  thy  love,  an4 
enjoy  it  for  ever. 


CONTEMPLATION  IV. 
bheba's  BEBELLION. 
It  was  the  doom  which  God  passed  upon  the  man  ' 
after  his  own  heart,  by  the  mouth  of  Nathan,  that 
the  sword  should  never  depart  frwm  his  house,  for  the 
blood  of  Uriah :  after  that  wound  healed  by  remission, 
yet  this  scar  remains.  Absalom  is  no  sooner  cast 
down  into  the  pt,  than  Sheba,  the  son  of  Bichri,  is 
up  in  arms :  if  David  be  not  plagued,  yet  he  shall  be 
corrected ;  first  by  the  rod  of  a  son,  then  of  a  subject. 
He  had  lift  up  his  hand  against  a  faithful  subject ; 
now  a  faithle^  dares  to  lift  up  his  hand  against  him. 
Malice,  like  some  hereditary  sickness,  runs  in  the 
blood ;  Saul,  and  Shimei,  and  Sheba,  were  all  of  a 
house ;  that  ancient  grudge  was  not  yet  dead :  the 
fire  of  the  bouse  of  Jemini  was  but  nuced  up,  never 
thoroughly  out ;  and  now  that  which  did  but  smoke 
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in  Sliimei,  flames  in  Steba ;  although  even  through 
this  chaatisement,  it  is  not  hard  to  discern  a  type  of 
that  perpetual  succession  of  enmity,  which  shoidd  be 
raised  against  the  true  King  of  Israel.  0  Son  of 
David,  when  didst  thou  ever  want  enemies  ?  How 
wert  thou  designed  by  thine  eternal  Father,  for  a  sign 
that  should  be  spoken  against !  "  How  did  the  Gen- 
tiles rage  and  the  people  imagine  vain  things !  The 
Idngs  of  the  earth  assembled,  and  the  rulers  came 
together  agunst  thee."  Yea,  how  do  the  subjects  of 
thine  own  kingdom  daily  conspire  against  thee  1 
Even  now,  while  thou  enjoyest  peace  and  glory  at 
thy  Father's  right  hand,  as  soon  shaJt  thou  want 
friends  as  enemies  upon  earth. 

No  eye  of  any  traitor  could  espy  a  just  quarrel  in 
the  government  of  David ;  yet  Sheba  blows  the 
trumpet  of  rebellion  ;  and  while  Israel  and  Judah  are 
striving  who  should  have  the  greatest  part  in  their 
re-established  sovereign,  he  sticks  not  to  say,  "  We 
have  no  part  in  David,  neither  have  we  inheritance 
in  the  son  of  Jesse ;"  and  while  he  says,  "Eveiy  man 
to  his  tents,  0  Israel,"  he  calls  every  man  to  his  own; 
so,  in  proclaiming  a  liberty  from  a  just  and  loyal 
subjection,  he  invites  Israel  to  the  bondage  of  an 
usurper. 

That  a  lewd  conspirator  should  breathe  treason  it 
is  no  wonder ;  but  is  it  not  wonder  and  shame,  that 
upon  every  mutinous  blast,  Israel  should  turn  traitor 
to  God's  anointed  1  It  was  their  late  expostulation 
with  David,  why  their  brethren,  the  men  of  Judah, 
should  have  stolen  him  from  them :  now  might  David 
more  justly  expostulate,  why  a  rebel  of  their  brethren 
should  have  stolen  them  from  him.  As  nothing  is 
more  unstable  than  the  multitude,  so  nothing  is  more 
subject  to  distates  than  sovereignty ;  for  as  weak 
minds  seek  pleasure  in  change,  so  every  light  conceit 
of  irritation,  seems  sufficient  colour  of  change  ;  such 
as  the  &lEe  dispositions  of  the  vulgar  are :  love  can- 
not be  security  enough  for  princes,  without  the 
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awfulness  of  power :  what  hold  can  there  be  of  popu- 
larity, when  the  aame  hands  that  even  now  fought 
for  David  to  be  all  theira,  now  fight  againgt  him 
under  the  son  of  Biobri,  &8  none  of  theirs  ?  As  bees, 
when  they  are  once  up  in  a  swarm,  are  ready  to  light 
upoQ  every  bough,  so  the  Israelites,  being  stirred  by 
the  late  commotion  of  Abaalom,  are  apt  to  foUow 
eveiy  Sheba.  It  is  unsafe  for  any  state,  that  the 
multitude  should  onoe  know  the  way  to  an  insurrec- 
tion ;  the  least  track  in  this  kind  is  easily  made  a 
path.  Yet,  if  Israel  rebel,  Judah  continues  fiuthful ; 
neither  shall  the  Son  of  David  ever  be  left  destitute 
of  some  true  subjects  in  the  worst  of  apostasies.  He 
that  could  command  all  hearts,  will  ever  be  followed 
by  some :  God  had  rather  glorify  himself  by  a 
remnant. 

Great  commanders  must  have  active  thoughts : 
David  is  not  so  taken  up  with  the  embroiled  affairs 
of  his  state,  as  not  to  intend  domestic  justice.  Hia 
ten  concubines,  which  were  shamelessly  defiled  by  his 
incestuous  son,  are  condemned  to  ward  and  widow- 
hood. Had  not  that  constupration  been  partly  vio- 
lent, their  punishment  bad  not  been  so  easy ;  had  it 
not  also  been  partly  voluntary,  they  had  not  been  so 
m[uch  punished  :  but  how  inuch  soever  the  act  did 
partake  of  either  force  or  will,  justly  are  they  seques- 
tered &om  David's  bed:  Absalom  was  not  more 
unnatural  in  his  rebellion  than  in  his  lust ;  if  now 
David  should  have  returned  to  his  own  bed,  he  had 
seconded  the  incest.  How  much  more  worthy  of 
s^aration  are  they  who  have  stained  the  marriage- 
bed  with  their  wilfiil  sin ! 

Amasa  was  one  of  the  witnesses  and  abettors  of 
Absalom's  filthinesa :  yet  is  he,  out  of  policy,  received 
to  fovour  and  employment,  while  the  concubines 
suffer.  Great  men  yieJd  many  times  to  those  things 
out  of  reasons  of  state,  whidi,  if  they  were  private 
persona,  could  not  be  easily  put  over.  It  is  no  small 
wisdom  to  eng^e  a  new  reconciled  Mend,  that  be 
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may  be  confirmed  by  his  own  act :  therefore  is  Amasa 
commanded  to  levy  the  forces  of  Jtidah.  Joab, 
after  many  great  merits  and  achievements,  lies  rust- 
ing in  neglect :  he  that  was  eo  entire  with  David, 
as  to  be  of  his  counsel  for  Uriah's  blood,  and  so  firm 
to  David,  as  to  lead  all  his  battles  against  the  house 
of  Saul,  the  Ammonites,  the  Aramites,  Absalom,  is 
now  cashiered,  and  must  yield  his  place  to  a  stranger, 
late  an  enemy.  Who  knows  not  that  this  son  of 
Zeruiah  had  shed  the  blood  of  war  in  peace  ?  But  if 
the  blood  of  Absalom  had  not  been  louder  than  the 
blood  of  Abner,  I  fear  this  change  had  not  been. 
Now  Joab  smartetb  for  a  loyal  disobedience.  How 
slippery  are  the  stations  of  earthly  honours,  and  sub- 
ject to  continual  mutability!  Happy  are  they  who 
are  in  favour  with  Him,  in  whom  theie  is  no  shadow 
of  change ! 

Where  men  are  commonly  most  ambitious  to  please, 
with  their  first  employments,  Amasa  slackens  his 
pace.  The  least  delay  in  matters  of  rebellion  is 
perilous,  may  be  irrecoverable.  The  sons  of  Zeruiah 
are  not  sullen  ;  Abishai  is  sent,  Joab  goes  unsent  to 
the  pursuit  of  Sheba.  Amasa  was  in  their  way,  whom 
no  quarrel  but  their  envy  had  made  of  a  brother  an 
enemy.  Had  the  heart  of  Amasa  been  privy  to  any 
cause  of  grudge,  he,  had  suspected  the  kiaa  of  Joab  ; 
now  his  innocent  eyes  look  to  the  lips,  not  to  the 
hand  of  his  secret  enemy ;  the  lips  were  smooth, 
"  Art  thou  in  health,  my  brother !"  The  hand  was 
bloody,  which  smote  him  under  the  fifth  rib ;  that 
unhappy  hand  knew  well  this  way  unto  death,  which 
with  one  wound  hath  let  out  the  souls  of  two  great 
captains,  Abner  and  Amasa ;  both  they  were  smitten 
by  Joab,  both  under  the  fifth  rib,  both  under  a  pre- 
tence of  friendship.  There  is  no  enmity  so  dangerous 
as  that  which  comes  masked  with  love.  Open  hosti- 
lity calls  us  to  our  guard;  but  there  is  no  fence 
against  a  trusted  treachery.  We  need  not  be  bidden 
to  avoid  an  enemy ;  but  who  would  run  away  from  a 
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irieDd  ?  Thua  spirituaJly  deals  the  world  with  our 
souls ;  it  kisses  us,  and  stahs  us  at  once  i  if  it  did  not 
embrace  us  with  one  hand,  it  could  not  murder  us 
with  the  other :  only  God  delivers  us  from  the  danger 
of  our  trust,  and  we  shall  be  safe. 

Joab  is  gone,  and  leaves  Amasa  wallowing  in  blood : 
that  spectacle  cannot  but  stay  all  passengers.  The 
death  of  great  persons  draws  ever  many  ^res  :  each 
man  saya,  "  Is  not  this  my  lord  Amasa  ?  Wherefore 
do  we  go  to  fight,  while  our  general  lies  in  the  dust  ? 
What  a  sad  presage  is  this  of  our  own  miscarriage !" 
The  wit  of  Joab's  followers  hath  therefore  soon  both 
removed  Amasa  out  of  the  way,  and  covered  him, 
not  regarding  so  much  the  loss,  as  the  eyesore  of 
Israel.  Thus  wicked  pohtics  care  not  so  much  for 
the  commission  of  villsjiy,  as  for  the  notice.  Smoth- 
ered evils  are  as  not  done ;  if  oppressions,  if  murder, 
if  treasons  may  be  hid  from  view,  the  obdured  heart 
of  the  offender  complains  not  of  remorsa 

Bloody  Joab,  with  what  face,  with  what  heart  canst 
thou  pursue  a  traitor  to  thy  king,  while  thou  thyself 
art  so  foul  a  traitor  to  thy  friend,  to  thy  cousin-ger- 
man,  and  in  bo  unseasonable  a  slaughter,  to  thy 
sovereign  whose  cause  thou  professest  to  revenge? 
If  Amasa  were  now  in  an  act  of  loyalty,  justly  on 
God's  part,  paid  for  the  arrearages  of  his  late  rebel- 
lion, yet  that  it  should  be  done  by  thy  hand,  then 
uid  thus,  it  was  ^gitiously  cruel :  yet  behold  Joab 
runs  away  securely  with  the  fiict,  hasting  to  plague 
that  in  another  whereof  himself  was  no  less  guilty. 
So  vaat  are  the  gorges  of  some  consciences,  that  they 
can  swallow  the  greatest  crimes,  and  find  no  strain 
in  the  passage. 

It  is  possible  for  a  man  to  be  iaithful  to  some  one 
person,  and  perfidious  to  all  others.  I  do  not  find 
Joab  other  than  firm  and  loyal  to  David,  in  the  midst 
of  all  his  private  falsehoods,  whose  just  quarrel  he 
pursues  against  Sheba,  through  all  the  tribes  of  Israel. 
None  of  ul  the  strong  forts  of  revolted  Israel  canjitde 
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the  rebel  ftom  the  seal  of  his  revenge.  The  city  of 
Abel  lends  harbour  to  that  conspirator,  whom  Israel 
would,  and  cannot  protect.  Joab  casts  up  a  mount 
against  it,  and  having  environed  it  with  a  siege,  begins 
to  work  upon  the  wtul ;  and  now,  after  a  long  cbase,  - 
is  in  hand  to  dig  out  that  vermin,  which  had  earthed 
himself  in  this  borough  of  Bethmaacbah.  Had  not 
the  city  been  strong  and  populous,  Sbeba  had  not  oast 
himself  for  succour  within  those  walls ;  yet,  of  all  the 
inhabitants,  I  see  not  any  one  man  move  for  the 
preservation  of  their  whole  body:  only  a  woman 
undertakes  to  treat  with  Joab  for  their  safety.  These 
men,  whose  spirits  were  great  enough  to  maintain  a 
traitor  a^ost  a  mighty  king,  ^om  not  to  give  way 
to  the  wisdom  of  a  matron :  there  is  no  reason  that 
■ex  should  disparage,  where  the  virtue  and  merit  is 
no  less  than  masculine.  Surely  the  soul  acknowledgeth 
no  sex,  neither  is  varied  according  to  the  outward 
frame.  How  oft.  have  we  known  female  hearts  in  the 
breasts  of  men,  and  contrarily  manly  powers  in  the 
■  weaker  vessels !  It  is  ii^urious  to  measure  the  act 
by  the  person,  and  not  rather  to  esteem  the  person 
for  the  act. 

She,  with  no  less  prudence  than  course,  challeng- 
eth  Joab  for  the  violence  of  his  assault,  and  lays  to 
him  that  law,  which  be  coidd  not  be  an  Israelite  and 
disavow :  the  law  of  the  God  of  peace,  whose  charge 
it  was,  that,  when  they  should  come  near  to  a  city  to 
fight  against  it,  they  should  offer  it  peace ;  and  if  this 
tender  must  be  made  to  ftM-eigners,  how  much  more 
.to  brethren !  So  as  they  must  inquire  of  Abel  ere 
they  battered  it.  War  is  the  extreme  act  of  vindica- ' 
tive  justice ;  neither  doth  God  ever  approve  it  for  any 
other  than  a  desperate  remedy,  and,  if  it  have  an  other 
end  than  peace,  it  turns  into  public  murder.  It  is  there- 
fore an  inhuman  cruelty  to  shed  blood,  where  we  have 
not  proffered  fair  conditions  of  peace,  the  refusal 
whereof  is  justly  punished  with  the  sword  of  revenge. 

Joab  was  a  man  of  blood,  yet,  when  the  wise  woman 


OOHT.  IV.]  bhbba's  BUBELLION'.  75 

of  Abel  chai^r^  him  with  going  about  to  destroy  a 
mother  in  Israel,  and  swalloving  up  the  inheritance 
of  the  Lord,  with  what  vehemency  doth  he  deprecate 
that  challenge !  "  God  forbid,  Qoa  forbid  it  me,  that 
I  should  devour  or  destroy  it"  Although  that  city, 
with  the  rest,  had  engaged  itself  in  Sheba's  sedition, 
yet  how  zealously  doth  Joab  remove  from  himself  the 
suspicion  of  an  intended  vastation .'  How  fearful  shall 
their  answer  be,  who,  upon  the  quarrel  of  their  own 
ambition,  have  not  spared  to  waste  whole  tribes  of 
the  Israel  of  God !  It  was  not  the  fashion  of  David's 
captains  to  assault  any  city  ere  they  summoned  it ; 
here  they  did.  There  he  some  things  that  in  the  very 
fact,  carry  their  own  conviction ;  so  did  Abel  in  the 
entertaimng  and  abetting  a  known  conspirator :  Joab 
challenges  Uiem  for  the  offence,  and  requires  no  other 
satisfaction  than  the  head  of  Sheba.  This  matron, 
had  not  deserved  the  name  of  wise  and  faithful  in 
Israel,  if  she  had  not  both  apprehended  the  justice  of 
the  condition,  and  commended  it  to  her  citizens,  whom 
she  had  easily  persuaded  to  spare  their  own  heads,  in 
not  ^ring  a  traitor's.  It  hcid  been  pity  those  walls 
should  have  stood,  if  they  had  been  too  high  to  throw 
a  traitor's  head  over. 

Spiritually  the  case  is  outs ;  every  man's  breast  is 
as  a  city  enclosed :  every  sin  is  a  traitor  that  lurks 
within  ihoae  walls :  God  calb  to  us  for  Sheba's  head ; 
neither  hath  he  any  quarrel  to  our  person,  but  for 
our  ran.  If  we  love  the  head  of  our  traitor  above  the 
life  of  OUT  soul,  we  shall  justly  perish  in  the  vengeance. 
We  cannot  be  more  willing  to  part  with  our  sin,  than 
our  merciful  God  is  to  withdraw  his  judgments. 

Now  is  Joab  returned  with  success,  and  hopes,  by 
Sheba's  head,  to  pay  the  price  of  Amasa's  blood ; 
David  hates  the  mutter,  entertains  the  man,  defers 
the  revenge ;  Joab  had  made  himself  so  great,  so 
necessary,  that  David  may  neither  miss  nor  punish 
him.  Policy  led  the  king  to  connive  at  that  which 
hia  heart  abhorred.  I  dare  not  commend  that  wisdom 
E  2 
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which  holds  the  hands  of  princes  from  doing  justice. 
Great  men  have  ever  held  it  a  point  of  worldly  state, 
not  always  to  pay  where  they  have  been  conscious  to 
a  debt  of  either  favour  or  punishment ;  but  to  make 
time  their  servant  for  both,  Solomon  shall  once  de- 
fray the  airear^^  of  his  &ther.  In  the  meantime 
Joab  commands  and  prospers,  and  David  is  fain  to 
smile  on  that  lace,  whereon  he  hath,  in  his  secret 
destination,  written  the  characters  of  death. 


CONTEMPLATION  V. 

THE   aiBEONITES   OEVBHQBD. 

The  reign  of  David  was  most  troublesome  towards 
the  shutting  up,  wherein  both  war  and  famine  con- 
spire to  afflict  him ;  almost  forty  years  had  he  sat  in 
the  throne  of  Israel  with  competency,  if  not  abundance 
of  all  things ;  now  at  last  are  his  people  visited  with  a 
long  dearth :  we  are  not  at  first  sensible  of  common 
evils.  Three  years'  drought  and  scarcity  are  gone  over, 
ere  David  consults  with  God  concerning  the  occasion  of 
the  judgment ;  now  he  found  it  high  time  to  seek  the 
face  of  the  Lord.  The  continuance  of  an  affliction 
sends  us  to  God,  and  calls  upon  us  to  ask  for  a  reck- 
oning ;  whereas,  like  men  stricken  in  their  sleep,  a 
sudden  blow  cannot  make  us  to  find  ourselves,  out 
rather  astonisheth  than  teacheth  us. 

David  was  himself  a  prophet  of  God,  yet  had  not 
the  Lord,  all  this  while,  acquainted  him  with  the 
grounds  of  his  proceedings  against  Israel ;  this  secret 
was  hid  from  him,  till  he  consulted  with  the  Urim  ; 
ordinaiy  means  shall  reveal  that  to  him,  which  no 
vision  had  descried ;  and  if  God  will  have  prophets 
to  have  recourse  unto  the  priests,  for  the  notice  of  his 
will,  how  much  more  must  the  people !  Even  those 
that  are  inwardest  with  God  must  have  use  of  the 
ephod. 

Justly  it  is  presupposed  by  David  that  there  was 
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never  judgment  from  God,  where  hath  not  been  a 
provocation  from  men ;  therefore,  when  he  sees  the 
plague,  he  inquires  for  the  sin.  Never  man  smarted 
causelessly  from  the  hand  of  divine  justice.  Oh  that, 
when  we  suffer,  we  could  ask  what  we  have  done,  and 
could  guide  our  repentance  to  the  root  of  our  evils. 

That  God  whose  counsels  are  secret,  even  where 
his  actions  are  open,  will  not  be  close  to  his  prophet, 
to  bis  priest :  without  inquiry  we  shall  know  nothing ; 
upon  inquiry  nothing  shall  be  concealed  from  us,  tl^t 
is  fit  for  us  to  know. 

Who  can  choose  but  wonder  at  once,  both  at  David's 
slackness  in  consiUting  with  God,  and  God's  speed  in 
answering  so  slow  a  demand  t  He  that  so  well  knew 
the  way  to  God's  oracle,  suffers  Israel  to  be  three 
years  pinched  with  famine,  ere  he  asks  why  they 
suffer.  Even  the  best  hearts  may  be  overtaken  with 
dulness  in  holy  duties ;  but  oh,  the  marvellous  mercy 
of  God,  that  takes  not  the  advantage  of  our  weak- 
ness !  David's  question  is  not  more  slow,  than  his 
answer  is  speedy ;  "  It  is  for  Saul,  and  for  his  bloody 
house,  because  he  slew  the  Gibeonites."  Israel  was 
fiill  of  sins,  besides  those  of  Saul's  house ;  Saul's  house 
was  full  of  sins,  besides  those  of  blood ;  much  blood  was 
shed  by  them,  besides  that  of  the  Gibeonites :  yet  the 
justice  of  God  singles  out  this  one  sin  of  violence 
offered  to  the  Gibeonites,  contrary  to  the  league  made 
by  Joshua,  some  four  hundred  years  before,  for  the 
occasion  of  this  late  vengeanca  Where  the  causes  of 
offence  are  infinite,  it  is  just  with  God  to  pitch  upon 
some ;  it  is  merciful  not  to  punish  for  all :  well  near 
forty  years  are  past  betwixt  the  commission  of  the 
sin,  and  the  reckoning  for  it.  It  is  a  vain  hope  that, 
is  raised  from  the  delay  of  judgment ;  no  time  can  be 
any  prejudice  to  the  Ancient  of  Days ;  when  we  have 
forgotten  our  sins,  when  the  world  bath  forgotten  us, 
he  sues  us  afresh  for  our  arrearages.  The  slaughter 
of  the  Gibeonites  was  the  sin  not  of  the  present,  but 
rather  of  the  former  generation ;  and  now  posterity 
.     B  3 
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pays  for  their  forefathers.  Even  we  men  hold  it  not 
unjust  to  sue  the  heirs  and  executors  of  our  debtors : 
eternal  payments  God  uses  only  to  require  of  the  per- 
BOn  ;  temporary  oftentimes  of  succession. 

As  Saul  was  higher  by  the  head  and  shoulders 
than  the  rest  of  Israel,  both  in  stature  and  dignity, 
so  were  his  sins  more  conspicuous  than  those  of  the 
vulgar.  The  eminence  of  the  person  makes  the 
offence  more  remarkable  to  the  eyes  both  of  God 
and  men. 

Neither  Saul  nor  Israel  were  faultless  in  other 
kinds  ;  yet  God  fixes  the  eye  of  his  revenge  upon 
the  massacre  of  the  Glbeonites.  Every  sin  hath  a 
tongue,  but  that  of  blood  overeries,  and  drowns  the 
rest.  He,  who  is  mercy  itself,  abhors  cruelty  in  bis 
creature  above  all  other  inordinateness :  that  holy 
soul,  which  was  heavy  pressed  with  the  weight  of 
heinous  adulteiy,  yet  cries  out,  "  Deliver  me  from 
blood,  0  God,  the  God  of  my  salvation,  and  my 
tongue  shall  joyfiilly  sing  of  thy  righteousness." 

If  God  would  take  account  of  blood,  he  might  have 
entered  the  action  upon  the  blood  of  Uriah  spilt  by 
David  ;  or  if  he  would  rather  insist  in  Saul's  house, 
i^n  the  blood  of  Ahimeloch  the  pnest,  and  fourscore 
and  five  persons  that  did  wear  a  linen  ephod ;  but 
it  pleased  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  Almighty, 
rather  to  call  for  the  blood  of  the  Gibeonites,  though 
drudges  of  Israel,  and  a  remnant  of  Amorites,  Wby 
this?  There  was  a  perjury  attending  upon  this 
slaughter;  it  was  an  ancient  oath  wherein  the 
princes  of  the  congregation  had  bound  themselves 
upon  Joshua's  league  to  the  Gibeonites  that  they 
would  suffer  them  to  live  ;  an  oath  extorted  by  fraud, 
but  solemn  by  no  less  name  than  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel.  Saul  will  now,  thus  late,  either  not  acknow- 
ledge it,  or  not  keep  it ;  out  of  hia  zeal  theref<H«  to 
the  children  of  Israel  and  Judah,  he  roots  out  some 
of  the  Gibeonites,  whether  in  a  zeal  of  revenge  of 
their  first  imposture,  or  in  a  zeal  of  enlarging  the 
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possession  of  Israel,  or  in  a  zeal  of  ezecating  God's 
chai^  upon  tlie  brood  of  Canaanites :  lie  that  spared 
Agag  wnom  he  should  have  smitten,  smites  the 
GiDeonites  whom  he  should  have  spued.  Zeal  and 
good  intention  is  no  excuse,  much  less  a  ^rarrant  for 
evil :  Glod  holds  it  a  high  indignity  that  his  name 
should  be  swoni  by,  and  violated.  Length  of  time 
cannot  dispense  with  our  oaths,  with  our  vows ;  the 
TOWB  and  oaths  of  others  may  bind  us,  how  much 
more  our  own  t 

There  mut  a  famine  in  Israel ;  a  natural  man 
would  have  ascribed  it  unto  the  drought,  and  that 
drought,  perbap,  to  some  constellations:  David 
knows  to  look  higher,  and  sees  a  divine  hand  scourg- 
ing Israel  for  some  great  offence,  and  overruling  those 
second  causes  to  his  most  just  eiecutions.  Even  the 
most  quicksigbted  worldling  is  purblind  to  spiritual 
objects,  and  the  weakest  eyes  of  the  regenerate  pierce 
tbe  beaveus,  and  espy  God  in  ail  earthly  occurrences. 

So  well  was  David  acquainted  with  God's  proceed- 
ings, that  he  knew  the  removal  of  the  judgment  must 
begin  at  the  satisfaction  of  the  wronged.  At  once, 
ther^re,  doth  he  pray  unto  God,  and  treat  with  the 
Gibeonites :  "  What  smill  I  do  for  you,  and  wherewith 
shall  I  make  the  atonement,  that  ye  may  bless  tbe 
inheritance  of  the  Lord  V  In  vain  should  David, 
though  a  prophet,  bless  Israel,  if  the  Gibeonites  did 
not  bless  tbem.  Injuries  done  us  on  earth  give  us 
power  in  heaven ;  the  oppressor  is  in  no  man's  mercy, 
but  bis  wbom  be  bath  trampled  upon. 

little  did  the  Gibeonites  think  that  God  bad  so 
taken  to  heart  their  wrongs,  that  for  their  sakes  all 
Israel  should  suffer.  Even  when  we  think  not  of  it, 
is  tbe  righteous  Judge  avenging  oar  unrighteous  vei- 
.ations._  Our  hard  measures  cannot  be  hid  from  him  ; 
his  returns  are  hid  from  us.  It  is  suiBcient  for  us 
that  God  can  be  no  more  neglective,  than  ignorant  of 
our  sufferings.  It  is  now  in  the  power  of  these  de- 
spised Hivites  to  make  their  own  terms  with  Israel : 
E  4c 
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neither  silver  nor  gold  will  savour  with  them  towards 
their  satis&ctioQ ;  nothing  can  expiate  the  blood  of 
their  fathers,  but  the  hlood  of  seven  sons  of  their  de- 
ceased peraecutor.  Hero  was  no  other  than  a  just 
retaliation :  Saul  had  punished  in  them  the  offence 
of  their  predecessors :  they  will  now  revenge  Saul's 
ran  iu  his  children.  The  measure  we  mete  unto 
others  is,  with  much  equity,  remeasured  unto  our- 
selves. Every  death  would  Hot  content  them  of 
Saul's  sons,  but  a  cursed  and  ignominious  hanging 
on  the  tree  ;  neither  would  that  death  content  them, 
unless  their  own  hands  might  be  the  executioners ; 
neither  would  any  place  serve  for  the  execution  but 
Gibeah,  the  court  of  Saul ;  neither  would  they  do  any 
of  this  for  the  wreaking  of  their  own  fury,  but  for  the 
appeasing  of  God's  wrath,  "We  will  hang  them  up 
unto  the  Lord  in  Gibeah  of  Saul" 

David  might  not  re&se  the  condition :  he  must 
deliver,  they  must  execute ;  he  chooses  out  seven  of 
the  sons  and  grandchildren  of  SauL  That  house  had 
raised  long  an  uiyuat  persecution  against  David,  now 
God  pays  it  upon  another  score.  David's  love  and 
oath  to  Jonathan  preserves  lame  U^hibosheth ;  how 
much  more  shall  the  Father  of  all  mercies  do  good, 
unto  the  children  of  the  &Lthfu],  for  the  covenant 
made  with  their  parents ! 

The  five  sons  of  Adriel  the  Meholathite,  David's 
ancient  rival  in  his  first  love,  which  were  bora  to  him 
by  Merab,  Saul's  daughter,  and  brought  up  by  her 
barren  sister  Michal,  the  wife  of  David,  are  yielded 
up  to  death  ;  Kerab  was,  after  a  promise  of  marria^ 
to  David,  unjustly  given  away  by  Saul  to  AdrieL 
Michal  seems  to  abet  the  match,  in  breeding  the 
children:  now,  in  one  act,  not  of  David's  seeing, 
the  wrong  is  thus  late  avenged  upon  Saul,  Adrid, 
Merab,  Michal,  the  children.  It  is  a  dangerous 
matter  to  ofiTer  injury  to  any  of  God's  faithful  ones  ; 
if  their  meekness  have  easily  remitted  it,  their  God 
will  not  pass  it  over  without  a  severe  retribution. 
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These  five,  toafether  with  two  sons  of  Bizpah,  Saul's 
concubine,  are  hanged  up  at  once  before  the  Lord, 
jea,  and  before  the  eyes  of  the  world  ;  no  place  but 
a  hill  will  serve  for  this  execution.  The  acts  of  jus- 
tice, as  they  are  intended  for  example,  so  they  should 
be  done  in  that  eminent  fashion,  that  make  them 
both  most  instructive,  and  most  terrifying ;  imwar- 
rantable  courses  of  private  revenge  seek  to  hide  their 
beads  in  secrecy  ;  the  beautiful  face  of  justice  both 
affects  the  light,  and  becomes  it. 

It  was  the  general  charge  of  God's  law,  that  no 
corpse  should  remain  all  night  upon  the  gibbet ;  the 
Almighty  hath  power  to  dispense  with  his  own  com- 
mand ;  BO,  doubtless,  he  did  in  this  extraordinary 
case ;  these  carcases  did  not  defile,  but  expiate. 
Sorrowful  Rizpah  spreads  her  a  tent  of  sackcloth 
upon  the  rock,  for  a  sad  attendance  upon  those  sons 
of  ber  womb  ;  death  might  bereave  her  of  them,  not 
them  of  her  love.  This  spectacle  was  not  more 
grievous  to  her,  than  pleasing  to  God,  and  happy  to 
IsraeL  Now  the  clouds  drop  fatness,  and  the  earth 
nms  forth  into  plenty.  The  Gibeonites  are  satisfied, 
God  reconciled,  Israel  relieved. 

How  blessed  a  thing  it  is  for  any  nation,  that  justice 
is  impartially  executed,  even  upon  the  mighty  I  a  few 
drops  of  blood  have  procured  lai^  showers  from 
heaven.  A  few  carcases  are  rich  compost  to  the 
earth ;  the  drought  and  dearth  remove  away  with 
the  breath  of  those  pledges  of  the  offender :  judgment 
cannot  tyrannize  where  Justice  reigns:  as  contrarily, 
there  can  be  no  peace  where  blood  cries  unheard,  un- 
regarded. 

CONTEMPLATION  VI. 

THB   KUHBEBINO   OF   THE    PEOPLE. 

IsBABL  was  grown  wanton  and  mutinous  ;  God  pulls 

them  down,  first  by  the  sword,  then  by  famine,  now 

by  pestilence.     Oh  the  wondrous,  and  yet  just  ways 
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of  the  Almighty !  Becauae  Israel  hath  ainned,  there- 
fote  David  shiul  sin,  that  Israel  may  be  pimished ; 
because  God  is  angry  with  Israel,  therefore  David 
shall  anger  him  more,  and  strike  himself  in  Israel, 
and  Israel  through  himself. 

The  Spirit  of  God  elsewhere  ascribes  this  motion 
to  Satan,  -which  here  it  attributes  to  God ;  both  had 
their  hand  in  the  work  ;  God  by  permission,  Satan 
by  Bu^estion ;  God  as  a  judge,  Satan  as  an  enemy  ; 
God  as  in  a  just  punishment  for  sin,  Satan  as  in  an 
act  of  sin ;  God  m  a  wise  ordination  of  it  to  good, 
Satan  in  a  malicious  intent  of  coniusion.  Thus  at 
once  God  moved,  and  Satan  moved ;  neither  w  it  any 
excuse  to  Satan  or  David  that  God  moved  ;  neither 
is  it  any  blemish  to  God  that  Satan  moved ;  the 
ruler's  sin  is  a  punishment  to  a  wicked  people ; 
though  they  had  many  sins  of  their  own,  whereon 
God  might  have  grounded  a  judgment,  yet,  as  before, 
he  had  punished  them  with  dearth  for  Saul's  sin,  so 
now  he  will  not  punish  them  with  plagues,  but  for 
David's  sin.  If  God  were  not  angry  with  a  peoj)le, 
he  would  not  give  up  their  governors  to  such  evils, 
as  whereby  he  is  provoked  to  vengeance ;  and  if 
their  governors  be  thus  given  up,  the  people  cannot 
be  safs.  The  body  drowns  not  while  the  head  is 
above  the  water,  when  that  once  sinks,  death  is  near; 
justly  therefore  are  we  charged  to  make  prayers  and 
supplications,  as  for  all,  so  especially  for  those  that 
are  in  eminent  authority:  when  we  pray  for  ourselves, 
we  pray  not  always  for  them ;  but  we  cannot  pray  for 
them,  and  not  pray  for  ourselves.  The  public  weal 
is  not  comprised  in  the  private,  but  the  private  in 
the  public. 

What  then  was  David's  sin  ?  He  will  needs  have 
Israel  and  Judah  numbered.  Surely  there  is  no 
malignity  in  numbers ;  neither  is  it  unfit  for  a 
prince  to  know  his  own  strength  ;  this  is  not  the 
first  time  that  Israel  had  gone  under  a  reckoning. 
The  act  offends  not,  but  the  misaflection  ;  the  same 
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tlung  liad  been  comiaendably  done  out  of  a  princely 
providence,  vhich  now,  through  the  curiosity,  pride, 
.  misconfidence  of  the  doer,  proves  heinoudy  vicioaa. 
Those  actions  which  are  in  themselvee  indifferent, 
receive  either  their  life  or  their  bane  from  the  inten- 
tions of  the  agent.  Uoses  numbereth  the  people 
with  thanks,  Jiavid  with  displeasure.  Those  sins 
which  carry  the  smoothest  foreheads,  and  have  the 
most  honest  appearances,  may  more  provoke  the 
wrath  of  God  than  thoee  that  bear  the  most  abomi- 
nation in  their  &ces.  How  many  thousand  wicked- 
nesses passed  through  the  hands  of  Israel,  which  wo 
men  would  rather  have  branded  out  for  judgment, 
than  this  of  David's !  The  righteous  Judge  of  the 
world  censures  sins,  not  by  their  ill  looks,  but  by 
their  foul  hearts. 

Who  can  but  wonder  to  see  Joab  the  saint,  and 
David  the  trespasser?  No  prophet  could  speak 
better  than  that  man  of  blood  ;  "  The  Lord  thy  God 
increase  the  people  a  hundredfold  more  than  they  he, 
and  that  the  eyes  of  my  lord  the  king  may  see  it ; 
but  why  doth  my  lord  the  king  desire  this  thing  X' 
There  is  no  man  so  lewd  as  not  to  be  sometimes  in 
good  moods,  as  not  to  dislike  some  evil :  contrarily, 
no  man  on  earth  can  be  so  holy,  as  not  sometimes  to 
overiaeh.  It  were  pity  that  either  Joab  or  David 
should  he  tried  by  every  act.  How  commonly  have 
we  seen  those  men  ready  to  give  good  advice  to 
others,  for  the  avoiding  of  some  sina,  who,  in  more 
gross  outrages,  have  not  had  grace  to  counsel  their 
own  hearts !  The  same  man  that  had  deserved 
death  &om  David  for  his  treacherous  cruelty,  dis- 
suades David  &om  an  act  that  carried  but  a  suspicion 
of  evil ;  it  is  not  so  much  to  be  regarded,  who  it  is 
that  admonisheth  us,  as  what  he  brings.  Good  coun- 
sel is  never  the  worse  for  the  foul  carriage.  There 
are  some  dishes  that  we  may  eat,  even  from  sluttish 
hands. 

Hie  purpose  of  sin  in  a  &ithful  man  is  odious. 
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much  more  the  rcBolution.  Notwithstanding  Joab's 
discreet  admonition,  David  will  hold  on  his  course, 
and  will  know  the  number  of  the  people,  only  that 
he  may  know  it.  Joab  and  the  -captains  address 
themselves  to  the  work.  In  things  which  are  not  in 
themselves  evil,  it  is  not  for  subjects  to  dispute,  but 
to  obey.  That  which  authority  may  sin  in  command- 
ing, is  done  of  the  inferior,  not  with  safety  only,  but 
with  praise.  Nine  months  and  twenty  a&js  is  this 
general  muster  in  hand ;  at  last  the  number  is 
broiight  in.  Israel  is  found  eight  hundred  thousand 
strong  ;  Judah  five  hundred  thousand  ;  the  ordinaiy 
companies,  which  served  by  course  for  the  rovfd 
guard,  four  and  twenty  thousand  each  month,  needed 
not  to  be  reckoned ;  the  addition  of  them,  with  their 
several  captains,  raises  the  sum  of  Israel  to  the  rate 
of  eleven  hundred  thousand.  A  power  able  to  pufT 
up  a  carnal  heart ;  but  how  can  a  heart  that  is  more 
than  flesh  trust  to  an  arm  of  flesh  7  Oh,  holy  David, 
whither  hath  a  glorious  vanity  transported  thee? 
Thou  which  once  mdst  sing  so  sweetly,  "Put  not  your 
trust  in  princes,  nor  in  the  son  of  man,  for  there 
is  no  help  in  him.  His  breath  departetb,  and  he 
retumeth  to  bis  earth,  then  his  thoughts  perish. 
Blessed  is  he  that  hath  the  Ood  of  Jacob  for  his 
help,  whose  hope  is  in  the  Lord  his  Ood ;"  how  canst 
thou  now  stoop  to  so  unsafe  and  unworthy  a  confi- 
dence! 

As  some  stomachfUl  horse  that  will  not  be  stopt  in 
his  career  with  the  sharpest  bit,  but  runs  on  headily, 
till  he  come  to  some  wall  or  ditch,  and  there  stands 
still  and  trembles ;  so  did  David :  all  the  dissuasions 
of  Joab  could  not  restrain  him  from  his  int^ided 
course  ;  almost  ten  months  doth  he  run  on  impetu- 
ously in  a  way  of  his  own,  rough  and  dangerous  ;  at 
last  his  heart  smites  him ;  the  conscience  of  his 
offence,  and  the  fear  of  judgment,  have  fetched  him 
upon  his  knees :  "  0  Lord,  I  have  sinned  exceedingly 
in  that  I  have  done  ;  therefore  now.  Lord,  I  beseech 
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thee  take  away  the  trespass  of  thy  servant,  for  I  have 
done  very  foolishly."  It  is  possible  for  a  sin  not  to  . 
bait  only,  but  to  sojourn  in  the  holiest  soul:  but, 
though  it  sojourn  there  as  a  stranger,  it  shall  not 
dwell  there  as  an  owner.  The  renewed  heart,  after 
some  rovings  of  error,  will  once,  ere  over-long,  return 
home  to  itself  and  f&H  out  with  that  ill  guide  where- 
with it  was  misled,  and  with  itself  for  being  misled  ; 
and  now  it  is  resolved  into  tears,  and  breames  forth 
nothing  but  sighs,  and  confessions,  and  deprecations. 

Here  needed  no  Nathan,  by  a  parabolical  circum- 
locution, to  fetch  in  David  to  a  sight  and  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  sin  :  the  heart  of  the  penitent  supplied 
the  prophet ;  no  other  tongue  could  smite  mm  so 
deep  as  his  own  thoughts :  hut  though  his  reins 
chastised  him  in  the  night,  yet  his  seer  scourges  him 
in  the  morning :  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  I  offer  thee 
three  things,  choose  thee  which  of  them  I  shall  do 
unto  thee.'  But  what  shall  we  say  to  this  ?  When 
upon  the  prophet's  reproof,  for  an  adultery  cloked 
with  murder,  David  did  but  say,  "  I  have  sinned,"  it 
was  presently  returned,  "  God  bath  put  away  thy 
sin  ;"  neither  did  any  smart  follow,  but  the  death  of 
a  misbegotten  in&nt ;  and  now,  when  he  voluntarily 
reproveth  himself  for  but  a  needless  muster,  and 
sought  for  pardon  unbidden  with  great  humiliation, 
God  sends  him  the  three  terrible  scourges,  &mine, 
sword,  or  pestilence ;  that  he  may  choose  with  which 
of  them  he  had  rather  to  bleed,  he  shall  have  the 
&vouf  of  an  election,  not  of  a  remission.  God  is 
more  angered  with  a  spiritual,  and  immediate  affront 
offered  to  his  majesty,  in  our  pride  and  felse  con- 
fidence in  earthly  thmgs,  than  with  a  fleshly  crime, 
though  heinously  seconded. 

It  was  a  haid  and  wofiil  choice,  of  three  years' 
famine  added  to  three  forepast ;  or  of  three  months' 
flight  irom  the  sword  of  an  enemy,  or  three  days' 
pestilence  :  the  Almighty,  that  hath  fore-determined 
his  judgment,  refers  it  to  David's  will  as  fully  as  if  it 
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were  utterly  imdetermiued.  God  had  resolved,  jet 
David  may  choose :  that  Infinite  wisdom  hath  fore- 
seen the  very  will  of  his  creature ;  which,  while  it 
freely  inclines  itself  to  what  it  had  rather,  unwittingly 
wills  that  which  was  fore-appointed  in  heaven. 

We  do  well  believe  thee,  0  David,  that  thoa  wert 
in  a  wonderful  strait ;  this  very  liberty  is  no  other 
than  fetters  i  thou  needest  not  have  &mine,  thou 
needest  not  liave  the  sword,  thou  needest  not  have 
pestilence ;  one  of  them  thou  must  have :  there  is 
misery  in  all,  there  is  misery  in  any  ;  thou  and  thy 
people  can  die  hut  once ;  and  once  th^  must  die, 
either  by  famine,  war,  or  pestilence.  O  Crod,  how 
vainly  do  we  hope  to  pass  over  our  sins  with  impunity, 
when  all  the  &vour  toat  David  and  Israel  can  receive, 
is  to  choose  their  bane ! 

Yet  behold,  neither  sins,  nor  threats,  nor  fears  can 
bereave  a  true  penitent  of  his  &ith :  "  Let  us  &11 
now  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  for  his  mercies  are 
great"  There  can  be  no  evil  of  punishment  wherein 
God  hath  not  a  hand ;  there  could  be  no  famine,  no 
aword,  without  him :  but  some  evils  are  more  im- 
mediate from  a  divine  stroke  ;  such  was  that  plague 
into  which  David  is  unwillingly  willing  to  fall  He 
had  his  choice  of  days,  months,  years,  in  the  same 
number  ;  and  though  the  shortness  of  time  prefixed 
to  the  threatened  pestilence,  might  seem  to  offer 
some  advantage  for  the  leading  of  his  election  ;  yet 
Orod  meant,  and  David  knew  it,  herein  to  proportion 
the  difference  of  time  to  the  violence  of  the  ^gue  ; 
neither  should  any  fewer  perish  by  so  few  days'  pesti- 
lence, than  by  so  many  years'  famine.  The  wealthiest 
might  avoid  the  dearth,  the  swiftest  might  run  away 
from  the  sword ;  no  man  could  promise  himself  safety 
from  that  pestilence.  In  likelihood,  God's  angel 
would  rather  strike  the  most  guilty :  however  there- 
fore David  might  well  look  to  be  enwrapped  in  the 
common  destruction,  yet  he  rather  chooseth  to  fall 
into  that  mercy  which  he  had  abused,  and  to  spfTer 
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from  that  justice  which  he  had  provoked ;  "  Let  us 
now  &11  into  the  hands  of  the  Lora." 

Humble  confessions  and  devout  penance  cannot 
always  avert  temporal  judgments ;  God's  angel  is 
abroad,  and  within  that  uiort  compass  of  time,  sweeps 
away  seventy  thousand  Israelitea  David  wa«  proud 
of  the  number  of  bis  subjects  ;  now  they  are  abated, 
that  he  may  see  cause  of  humiliation  in  the  matter 
of  his  glory.  In  what  we  have  ofiended,  we  commonly 
smart.  These  thousands  of  Israel  were  not  so  inno- 
cent, that  they  should  only  perish  for  David's  sin : 
their  sins  were  the  motives  both  of  this  sin  and  punish- 
ment ;  besides  the  respect  of  David's  offence,  they 
die  for  themselvea 

It  was  no  ordinary  pestilence  that  was  thus  sud- 
denly and  universally  mortal  Common  eyes  saw  the 
botch  and  the  marks ;  saw  not  the  angel :  David's 
clearer  sight  hatb  espied  him,  after  that  Icilling  pera- 
gration  through  the  tribes  of  Israel,  shaking  his 
sword  over  Jerusalem,  and  hovering  over  mount  Sion ; 
and  now  he,  who  doubtless  had  spent  those  three 
dismal  days  in  the  saddest  contrition,  humbly  casts 
himself  down  at  the  feet  of  the  avenger,  and  lays 
himself  ready  for  the  fatal  stroke  of  justice  :  it  was 
more  terror  than  God  intended  in  the  visible  shape 
of  bis  angel,  and  deeper  humiliation  ;  and  what  he 
meant,  he  wrought.  Never  soul  could  be  more  de- 
jected, more  anguished  with  the  sense  of  a  judgment, 
in  the  bitterness  whereof  he  cries  out,  "  Behold,  I 
have  sinned,  yea,  I  have  done  wickedly ;  but  these 
sheep,  what  have  they  done  1     Let  thine  hand,  I 

Eray  thee,  be  against  me,  and  against  my  father's 
ouae."  The  better  any  man  is,  the  more  sensible 
he  is  of  his  own  wretchedness.  Uany  of  those  sheep 
were  wolves  to  David.  What  had  they  done  ?  They 
had  done  that  which  was  the  occasion  of  David's  sin, 
and  the  cause  of  their  own  punishment :  but  that 
gracious  penitent  knew  his  own  sin,  be  knew  not 
theirs ;  and  therefore  can  say, "  I  have  sinned ;  what 


88  THB  KCHBEIUKa  OF  TEE  FEOFLE.       [bOOE  XVI. 

have  they  done  ?"  It  is  safe  accusing,  where  we  may 
'  be  boldest,  and  are  best  acquainted  ouraelves. 

Oh  the  admirable  charity  of  David,  that  would 
have  engrossed  the  plague  to  himself  and  his  house, 
&om  the  rest  of  Israel,  and  sues  to  interpose  himself 
betwixt  his  people  and  the  vengeance :  he  that  had  put 
himself  upon  the  paws  of  the  bear  and  lion,  for  the 
rescue  of  his  sheep,  will  now  cast  himself  upon  the 
sword  of  the  angel,  for  the  preservation  of  Israel  I 
There  was  hope  in  those  conflicts  ;  in  this  yieldtuice 
there  could  be  nothing  but  death.  Thus  didst  thou, 
0  Son  of  David,  the  true  and  great  Shepherd  of  thy 
church,  ofler  thyself  to  death  for  them  who  had  their 
hands  in  thv  blood  ;  who  both  procured  thy  death, 
and  deserved  their  own.  Here  he  oflered  himself 
that  had  sinned,  for  those  whom  he  professed  to  have 
not  done  evil ;  thou  that  didst  no  sin  vouchsafedst  to 
offer  thyself  for  us  that  were  all  sin :  he  offered  and 
escaped,  thou  offeredst  and  diedst ;  and  by  thy  death 
we  live,  and  are  freed  from  everlasting  destruction. 

But,  0  Father  of  all  mercies,  how  little  pleasure 
dost  thou  take  in  the  blood  of  sinners !  It  was  thine 
own  pity  that  inhibited  the  destroyer.  Ere  David 
could  see  the  angel,  thou  hadst  restrained  him  ;  "  It 
is  sufficient,  hold  now  thy  hand."  If  thy  compassion 
did  not  both  withhold  and  abridge  thy  judgments, 
what  place  were  there  for  us  out  of  hell  i 

How  easy  and  just  had  it  been  for  God  to  have 
made  the  shutting  up  of  that  third  evening  red  with 
blood !  His  goodness  repents  of  the  slaughter,  and 
calls  for  that  sacrifice  wherewith  he  will  be  appeased. 
An  altar  must  be  built  in  the  threshing-noor  of 
Araunah  the  Jebusite  ;  lo  !  in  that  very  hill,  where 
the  angel  held  the  sword  of  Abraham  from  killing  his 
son,  doth  God  now  hold  the  sword  of  the  angel  m>m 
killing  his  people !  Upon  this  vety  ground  shall  the 
temple  after  stand ;  here  shall  be  the  holy  altar, 
which  shall  send  up  the  acceptable  oblations  of  God's 
people  in  succeeding  generations. 

.Google 
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O  God,  what  was  the  threshmg-floor  of  a  Jebusite 
to  thee  above  all  other  soils  ?  What  virtue,  what 
merit  was  in  this  enrth  ?  As  in  places,  so  in  persons, 
it  is  not  to  be  heeded  what  they  are,  but  wl^t  thou 
wilt ;  that  is  worthiest  which  thou  pleaeest  to  accept. 

£lch  and  bountiful  Araunab  is  ready  to  meet  David 
in  80  holv  a  motion,  and  munificently  offers  his  Sion 
for  the  place,  his  oxen  for  the  sacrifice,  his  carts  and 
ploughs,  and  other  utensils  of  his  husbandry,  for  the 
wood.  Two  frank  hearts  are  well  met ;  David  would 
buy,  Araunab  would  give :  the  Jebusite  would  not 
sell,  David  will  not  take.  Since  it  was  for  God,  and 
to  David,  Araunab  is  loth  to  bargain  ;  since  it  was 
for  Gk>d,  David  wisheth  to  pay  dear:  "  I  will  not  o£Fer 
burnt-offerings  to  the  Ix>ra  my  God,  of  that  which 
doth  cost  me  nothing."  Heroical  spirits  do  well  be- 
come eminent  persons.  He  that  knew  it  was  better 
to  give  than  to  receive,  would  not  receive,  but  give  ; 
there  can  be  no  devotion  in  a  niggardly  heart ;  as 
unto  dainty  palates,  so  to  the  godly  soul,  that  tastes 
sweetest  that  costs  most :  nothmg  is  dear  enough  for 
the  Creator  of  all  thii^;s.  It  is  a  heartless  piety  of 
those  base-minded  Christians,  that  care  only  to  serve 
God  good-cheap. 

BOOK  xvn. 


CONTEMPLATION  L 

ADONIJAU   DEFEATED. 

David  had  not  so  carefully  husbanded  his  yeaw,  as 
to  maintain  a  vigorous  age ;  he  was  therefore,  what 
through  wars,  what  with  sorrows,  what  with  sickness, 
de<»«pit  betimes.  By  that  time  he  was  seventy  years 
old,  his  natural  heat  was  so  wasted,  that  his  clothes 
could  not  warm  him.  How  many  have  we  known  of 
more  strength,  at  more  age !  The  holiest  soul  dweUs 
not  in  an  impregnable  fort  ;  if  the  revenging  angel 
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spared  David,  yet  a^  and  destb  vill  not  Bpare  him ; 
neither  liis  new  altar,  nor  his  costlj  sacrifice  can  be 
of  force  {gainst  decay  of  nature :  notliing  but  death 
can  prevent  the  weaknesses  of  age. 

None  can  blame  a  people,  u,  when  they  have  a 
good  king,  tbey  are  desirous  to  hold  him.  David's 
servants  and  subjects  have  commended  unto  hia  bed 
a  fair  young  virgin  ;  not  for  the  heat  of  lust,  but  of 
life,  that,  by  this  means,  they  might  make  an  out- 
ward supply  of  fuel  for  that  vital  fire  which  was  well 
near  extinguished  with  age. 

As  it  is  in  the  market,  or  the  stage,  so  it  is  in  our 
life ;  one  goes  in,  another  comes  out ;  when  David 
was  withering,  Adonijah  was  in  his  blossom  ;  that 
son,  as  he  was  next  to  Absalom,  both  in  the  beauty 
of  his  body,  and  the  time  of  his  birth,  so  was  he  too 
like  him  in  practice  ;  he  also,  taking  advantage  of  his 
father's  infirmity,  will  be  carving  himself  of  the  king- 
dom of  Israel ;  that  he  might  no  whit  vary  from  his 
pattern,  he  gets  him  also  chariots  and  horsemen,  and 
fifty  men  to  run  before  him.  These  two,  Absalom 
and  Adonijah,  were  the  darlings  pf  their  fiither :  their 
&ther  had  not  displeased  them  from  their  childhood, 
therefore  they  both  displeased  him  in  his  age :  those 
children  had  need  to  be  very  gracious,  that  are  not 
marred  with  pampering.  It  is  more  than  God  owes 
us,  if  we  receive  comfort  in  those  children  whom  we 
have  over-loved ;  the  indulgence  of  parents  at  last 
pays  them  home  in  crosses. 

It  is  true  that  Adonijah  was  David's  eldest  son  now 
remaining,  and  therefore  might  seem  to  challenge  the 
justeat  title  to  the  crown ;  but  the  kingdom  of  Israel, 
in  so  late  an  erection,  had  not  yet  known  the  right 
of  succession.  God  himself,  that  had  ordained  the 
government,  was  as  yet  the  immediate  elector:  he 
fetched  Saul  from  among  the  stuff,  and  David  from 
Uie  sheepfold,  and  had  now  appointed  Solomon  from 
the  ferule  to  the  sceptre. 

And  if  Adonijah,  which  is  unlike,  had  not  known 
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tliis,  yet  it  had  been  his  {tart  to  iLave  taken  hia  father 
with  him  in  this  claim  of  hie  succession ;  and  not  so 
to  prevent  a  brother,  that  he  should  shoulder  out  a 
&.ther,  and  not  so  violently  to  pre-occupate  the  throne, 
that  he  should  rather  be  a  rebel  than  a  heir. 

As  Absalom,  so  Adouijah,  wants  not  furtherers  in 
this  usurpation,  whether  spiritual  or  temporal ;  Joah 
the  general,  and  Abiathar  the  priest,  give  both  coun- 
sel and  aid  to  so  unseasonable  a  challenge  ;  these  two 
had  been  firm  to  David  in  all  hia  troubles,  in  all 
insurrections ;  yet  now,  finding  him  &etened  to  the 
bed  of  age  and  death,  they  show  themselves  thus  sUp- 
pery  in  the  loose.  Outward  happiness  and  friendship 
are  not  known  till  our  last  act.  In  the  impotency  of 
either  our  revenge  or  recompense,  it  will  easily  appear 
who  loved  us  for  themselvee,  who  for  their  own  ends. 

Had  not  Adonijah  known  that  Solomon  was  design- 
ed to  the  kingdom,  both  bv  God  and  David,  he  bad 
never  invited  all  the  rest  of  the  king's  sons,  his  breth- 
ren, and  left  out  Solomon,  who  was  otherwise  the 
moat  unlikely  to  have  been  his  rivial  in  this  honour ; 
all  the  reat  were  elder  than  he,  and  might  therefore 
have  had  more  pretence  for  their  competition.  Doubt- 
leas  the  court  of  Israel  could  not  but  know,  that, 
immediately  upon  the  birth  of  Solomon,  God  sent 
him,  by  Nathan  the  prophet,  a  name  and  message  of 
love ;  neither  was  it  for  nothing  that  Ck>d  called  him 
Jedidiah,  and  fore-promised  him  the  honour  of  build- 
ing &  house  to  hia  name ;  and,  in  return  of  so  glorious 
a  service,  the  establishment  of  the  throne  of  his 
kingdom  over  Israel  for  ever;  notwithstanding  all 
which,  Adonijah,  backed  by  the  strength  of  a  Joah, 
and  the  gravity  of  an  Abiathar,  will  imderwork  Solo- 
mon, and  justle  into  the  not-yet  vacant  seat  of  his 
father  David.  Vain  men,  while  like  proud  and  yet 
brittle  clay,  they  will  he  Imocking  their  sides  ^^ainst 
the  aoUd  and  eternal  decree  of  God,  break  themselves 
in  pieces.  I  do  not  find  that  Adonijah  sent  any 
message  of  threats  or  unkindness  to  Zadok  the  priest. 


92  ADONIJAH  DEFEATED.  [bOOK    XTII. 

or  Nathan  the  prophet,  or  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada, 
and  the  other  worthies ;  only  he  invited  them  not  to 
his  feast  with  the  king's  sons  and  servants :  sometimes 
a  veiy  omission  is  an  affront  and  a  menace.  They 
well  knew,  that,  since  they  were  not  caJled  as  guests, 
they  were  counted  as  enemies.  Ceremonies  of  cour- 
tesy, though  they  be  in  themselves  slight  and  arbitrary, 
yet  the  neglect  of  them,  in  some  cases,  may  undergo 
a  dangerous  construction. 

Na»ian  was  the  man  by  whom  God  had  sent  that 
errand  of  gra«e  to  David,  concerning  Solomon,  assur- 
ing him  both  to  reign  and  prosper :  yet  now,  when 
AuonijaJi's  plot  was  thus  on  foot,  he  doth  not  sit  still, 
and  depend  upon  the  issue  of  God's  decree,  but  he 
bestirs  him  in  the  business,  and  consults  with  Bath- 
sheba,  how  at  once  to  save-their  lives,  and  to  advance 
Solomon,  and  defeat  Adonijah :  God's  predetermina- 
tion includes  the  means  as  well  as  the  end  ;  the  same 
Providence  that  had  ordained  a  crown  to  Solomon,  a 
repulse  to  Adonijah,  preservation  to  Bathsheba  and 
Nathan,  had  fore-appomted  the  wise  and  industrious 
endeavours  of  the  prophet  to  bring  about  his  just  and 
holy  purposes.  If  we  would  not  nave  God  wanting 
to  us,  we  must  not  be  wanting  to  ourselves;  even 
when  we  know  what  God  hath  meant  to  us,  wo  may 
not  be  negligent. 

The  prophets  of  God  did  not  look  for  revelation  in 
all  their  affairs ;  in  some  things  they  were  left  to  the 
counsel  of  their  own  hearts :  the  policy  of  Nathan 
was  of  use  as  well  as  his  prophecy :  that  alone  hath 
turned  the  stream  into  the  right  channel.  Nothing 
could  be  more  wisely  contrived  than  the  sending  in 
of  Bathsheba  to  David  with  so  seasonable  and  forcible 
an  expostuktioQ,  and  the  seconding  of  hers  with  his 
own.    ' 

Though  lust  were  dead  in  David,  yet  the  respects 
of  his  old  matrimonial  love  lived  still ;  the  veiy  pre- 
sence of  Bathsheba  pleaded  strongly,  but  her  speech 
more :  the  time  was,  when  his  affection  ostended  in 
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excess  towards  her,  being  then  another's ;  he  can- 
not now  neglect  her,  heing  his  own  ;  and  if  either  his 
a?e,  or  the  remorse  of  his  old  offence  should  have  set 
him  off,  yet  she  knew  his  oath  was  sure ;  "  My  lord, 
thou  swareat  by  the  Lord  thy  Ckid  unto  thine  hand- 
maid, saying,  Assuredly  Solomon  thy  son  shall  retgn 
after  me,  and  he  shall  sit  upon  my  throne  ;"  his  word 
had  been  firm,  but  his  oath  was  inviolable ;  we  are 
engaged  if  we  have  promised,  but  if  we  have  sworn, 
we  are  bound. 

Neither  heaven  nor  earth  have  any  gyves  for  that 
man  that  can  shake  off  the  fetters  of  an  oath  ;  for  he 
cares  not  for  that  God  whom  he  dares  invoke  to  a 
&lsehood ;  and  he  that  cares  not  for  God  will  not  care 
for  man. 

Ere  Bathsheba  can  be  over  the  threshold,  Nathan, 
upon  compact,  is  knocking  at  the  door,  God's  pro- 
phet was  never  but  welcome  to  the  bedchamber  of 
king  David ;  in  a  seeming  strangeness  he  &lls  upon 
the  same  suit,  upon  the  same  complaint  with  Bath- 
sheba :  honest  policies  do  not  misbecome  the  holiest 
prophets ;  she  might  seem  to  speak  as  a  woman,  as  a 
moflier,  out  of  passion  ;  the  word  of  a  prophet  could 
not  be  misdoubted.  He  therefore,  that  had  formerly 
brought  to  David  that  chiding  and  bloody  message 
concerning  Bathsheba,  comea  now  to  David  to  sue  for 
the  life  and  honour  of  Bathsheba ;  and  he  that  was 
sent  from  God  to  David  to  bring  the  news  of  a  gra- 
cious promise  of  favour  imto  Sofomon,  comea  now  to 
challenge  the  execution  of  it  from  the  hands  of  a 
fether ;  and  he  whose  place  freed  him  from  suspicion 
of  a  fection,  complains  of  the  insolent  demeanour  and 
proclamation  of  Adonijah  ;  what  he  began  with  an 
humble  obeisance,  shutting  up  in  a  lowly  and  loving 
expostulation, , "  Is  this  thing  done  by  my  lord  the 
king,  and  thou  hast  not  showed  tl^  servant  who  should 
sit  on  the  throne  of  my  lord  the  king  after  him  V  As 
Nathan  was  of  God'a  counsel  unto  David,  so  was  he 
of  David's  counsel  both  to  God  and  the  state  ;  as  God 
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dierefore,  upon  all  oocaaioHB,  told  Nathan  what  he 
meant  to  do  with  David,  so  had  David  wont  to  tell 
Nathan  what  he  meant  tivdo  in  his  holy  and  most 
important  civil  affairs.  There  are  eases  wherein  it  is 
not  unfit  for  Q-od's  prophets  to  meddle  with  matters 
of  state  ;  it  ia  no  diapara^ment  to  religious  princes 
to  impart  their  counsels  unto  them  who  can  requite 
them  with  the  counsels  of  God. 

That  wood  which  a  single  iron  could  not  rive,  ia 
soon  splitted  with  a  double  wedge ;  the  seasonable 
importunity  of  Bathsheba  and  Nathan,  thus  8e«ond- 
ing  each  other,  hath  so  wrought  upon  David,  that  now 
his  love  to  Adonijah  gives  place  to  indignation,  nature 
to  a  holy  fidelity :  and  now  he  renews  Ms  ancient  oath 
to  Bathsheba  with  a  passionate  solemnity :  "  As  the 
Lord  liveth,  who  hath  redeemed  my  soul  ont  of  all 
adversity,  even  as  I  sware  unto  thee  by  the  Lord  Gtoi 
of  Israel,  saying,  Assuredly  Solomon  thy  son  shaJl 
reign  after  me,  and  he  shall  sit  upon  my  throne  in 
my  stead :  so  will  I  certainly  do  this  day."  In  the 
decay  of  David's  body  I  find  not  his  inteUectual  powers 
any  whit  impaired :  as  one  therefore  that  from  his 
bed  could,  with  a  perfect,  if  weak  hand,  steer  the 
government  of  Israel,  he  gives  wise  and  full  directions 
for  the  inauguration  of  ^lomon :  Zadok  the  priest, 
and  Nathan  the  prophet,  and  Benaiah  the  captain, 
receive  his  grave  and  princely  charge  for  the  carri^^ 
of  that  so  weighty  a  business.  They  are  commanded 
to  take  with  them  the  royal  guart^  to  set  Solomon 
upon  his  father's  mule,  to  carry  him  down  in  state  to 
Gfihon,  to  anoint  him  with  the  holy  oil  of  the  taber- 
nacle, to  sound  the  trumpets,  and  proclaim  him  in  the 
streets,  to  bring  him  back  with  triumph  and  magnifi- 
cence to  the  court,  and  to  set  him  in  the  royal  t&one 
with  all  the  due  ceremonies  of  coronation. 

How  pleasing  was  this  command  to  them,  who,  in 
Solomon's  glory  saw  their  own  safety !  Benaiah 
af^lauds  it,  and  not  fearing  a  father's  envy,  in  David'a 
presence  wishes  Solomon's  throae  exalted  above  hia ; 
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the  people  are  ravished  with  the  joy  of  ao  hopeful  a 
succession,  and  hreak  the  earth,  aad  fill  the  heaven 
vith  the  noise  of  their  music  and  shouting. 

Solomon's  guests  had  now  at  last  hetter  cheer 
than  Adonijah's,  whose  feast,  as  all  wicked  men's, 
ended  in  horror :  no  sooner  are  their  bellies  full  of 
meat,  than  their  ears  are  full  of  the  sound  of  those 
tnunpets  which  at  once  proclaim  Solomon's  triumph, 
and  their  confusion :  ever  after  the  meal  is  ended 
comes  the  reckoning.  God  could  as  easily  have  pre- 
vented this  jollity,  as  marred  it ;  hut  he  willingly 
suffers  vain  men  to  please  themselves  for  a  time  in 
the  conceited  success  of  their  own  projects,  that  after- 
wards their  disappointment  may  he  so  much  the  more 
grievous.  No  doubt,  at  this  feast  there  was  many  a 
health  drunken  to  Adonijah,  many  a  confident  boast 
of  their  prospering  design,  many  a  scorn  of  the  des- 
pised action  of  Solomon ;  and  now,  for  their  last  dish, 
18  served  up  astonishment,  and  fearful  expectation  of 
a  just  revenge.  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Ahiathar  the 
pnest,  brings  the  news  of  Solomon's  solemn  andjoyfid 
enthronization ;  now  all  hearts  are  cold,  all  laces  pale, 
and  every  m*n  hath  but  life  enough  to  run  away. 
How  suddenly  is  this  braving  troop  dispersed !  Adoni- 
jah, their  new  prince,  fiies  to  the  horns  of  the  altar, 
as  distrusting  ail  hopes  of  life,  save  the  sanctity  of 
Hie  place,  and  the  mercy  of  his  rival 

So  doth  the  wise  and  just  God  befool  proud  and 
insolent  sinners,  in  those  secret  plots  wherein  they 
hope  to  undermine  the  true  Son  of  David,  the  prince 
of  peace :  he  suffers  them  to  lay  their  heads  together, 
and  to  feast  themselveB  in  a  jocund  security,  and 

Eromise  of  success ;  at  last,  when  they  are  at  the 
eight  of  their  joys  and  hopes,  he  confounds  all  their 
devices,  and  lays  them  open  to  the  scorn  of  the  worid, 
and  to  the  anguish  of  their  own  guilty  hearts. 
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David's  bud,  ahd  Solomon's  beqihning. 

It  well  became  Solomon  to  begia  bia  reini  in  peae& 
Adonijab  receiveB  pardon  upon  his  good  bebavioiir, 
and  finds  the  tbrone  of  Solomon  as  safe  as  the  altar. 
David  lives  to  see  a  wise  son  warm  in  his  seat ;  and 
now  he,  that  bad  yielded  to  Buccession,  yields  to  na- 
ture. Many  good  counsels  had  David  given  his  heir ; 
now  he  sums  them  up  in  bia  end.  Dying  words  are 
wont  to  be  weightiest.  The  soul,  when  it  is  entering 
into  glory,  breathes  nothing  but  divine,  "  I  go  the 
way  of  all  the  earth."  ELow  well  is  that  princely 
heart  content  to  subscribe  to  the  conditions  of  human 
mortality ;  as  one  that  knew  sovereignty  dotb  not 
reach  to  the  affairs  of  nature !  Though  a  king,  be 
neither  expects  nor  desires  an  immunity  from  disso- 
lution, making  no  account  to  go  in  any  other  than 
the  common  track,  to  the  univeisfd  borne  of  mankind, 
the  bouse  of  age.  Whither  should  earth  but  to  earth  1 
And  why  shoiud  we  grudge  to  do  that  which  all  d6! 
"  Be  thou  strong,  therefore,  and  show  thyself  a  man." 
Even  when  his  spirit  was  going  out,  he  puts  spirit 
into  his  son.  Age  puts  life  mto  youth,  and  the  dying 
animates  the  vigoroua  He  had  well  found,  that 
strength  was  requisite  to  government,  that  he  bad 
need  to  be  no  less  than  a  man,  that  should  rule  over 
men.  If  greatness  should  never  receive  any  opposi- 
tion, yet  those  worlds  of  cares  and  businesses  that 
attend  the  chair  of  state  are  able  to  overlay  any  mean 
powers.  A  weak  man  may  obey,  none  but  the  strong 
can  govern.  Graceless  courage  were  but  the  whet- 
stone of  tyranny :  "  Take  heed  therefore  to  the  chai^ 
of  the  Lord  thy  God,  to  walk  in  his  ways  and  to  keep 
his  statutes."  The  best  legacy  that  David  bequeaths 
to  bis  heir,  is  the  care  of  piety ;  himself  had  found  the 
sweetness  of  a  good  conscience,  and  now  he  commends 
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it  to  bis  successor.  If  there  be  any  thing  that,  in  our 
desires  of  the  prosperous  condition  of  our  children, 
takes  place  of  goodness,  our  hearts  are  not  upright. 
Here  was  the  father,  a  king,  charging  the  ,kuig  his 
son  to  keep  the  statutes  of  tae  King  of  kings ;  as  one 
that  knew  greatness  could  neither  exempt  from  obe- 
dience, nor  privilege  sin ;  as  one  that  knew  the  least 
deviation  in  the  greatest  and  highest  orb  is  both  most 
sensible,  and  most  dangerous.  Neither  would  he  have 
his  son  to  look  for  any  prosperity,  save  only  from 
well-doing.  That  happiness  is  built  upon  sand  or  ice 
which  is  raised  upon  any  foundation  besides  virtue. 
If  Solomon  were  wise,  David  was  good ;  and  if  old 
Solomon  had  well  remembered-  the  counsel  of  old 
David,  he  had  not  so  foully  miscairicd. 

After  the  precepts  of  piety,  follow  those  of  justice, 
distributing  m  a  due  recompense,  as  revenge  to  Joab 
and  Shimei,  so  favour  to  the  house  of  Barzillai,  The 
bloodiness  of  Joab  had  lain  long  upon  David's  heart: 
the  hideous  noise  of  those  treacherous  murders,  as  it 
had  pierced  heaven,  so  it  still  filled  the  ears  of  David ; 
he  could  abhor  the  villany  though  he  could  not 
revenge  it ;  what  he  cannot  pay,  he  will  owe,  and 
approve  himself  at  last  a  laithfril  debtor :  now  he  will 
defray  it  by  the  hand  of  Solomon.  The  sUughter 
was  of  Abner  and  Amasa:  David  appropriates  it; 
"  Thou  knowest  what  Joab  did  to  me. '  The  sove- 
reign is  smitten  in  the  subject ;  neither  is  it  other 
than  just,  that  the  arraignment  of  mean  malefactors 
runs  in  the  style  of  wrong  to  the  king's  crown  and 
dignity ;  How  much  more  dost  thou,  0  Son  of  David, 
take  to  thyself  those  insolences  which  are  done  to 
thy  poorest  suWects,  servants,  sons,  members,  here 
upon  earth !  No  Saul  can  touch  a  Christian  here 
below,  but  thou  feelcst  it  in  heaven,  and  complainest. 

But  what  shall  we  think  of  this  ?  David  was  a 
man  of  war,  Solomon  a  king  of  peace ;  yet  David 
refers  this  revenge  to  Solomon.  How  just  it  was  that 
he  who  shed  the  blood  of  war  in  peace,  and  put  the 
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Uood  of  war  xipon  his  girtUe  that  was  about  his  loins, 
should  have  his  blood  shed  in  peace  by  a.  prince  of 
peace!  Peace  is  fittest  to  rectify  the  outragee  of 
war:  or  whether  is  not  this  done  in  type  <^  that 
divine  adniinistniti<»i,  wherein  thou,  0  Father  of 
heaven,  hast  committed  all  judgment  unto  thine 
eternal  Son  ?  Thou,  who  couldst  immediately  either 
plf^e  or  absolve  sinners,  wilt  do  neither  but  by  the 
hand  of  a  mediator. 

Solomon  learned  betimes  what  his  ripeness  taught 
afterwards,  "  Take  away  the  wicked  from  the  king, 
and  his  throne  shall  be  established  in  righteousness." 
Cruel  Joab  and  malicious  Bhimei  must  be  therefore 
upon  the  first  opportunity  removed ;  the  one  lay  open 
to  present  justice,  for  abetting  the  conspiracy  (rf 
Adonijah,  neither  needs  the  hero  trf  time  for  a  new 
advantage ;  the  other  went  under  the  protection  of 
an  oath  from  David,  and  therefore  must  be  fetched  in 
upon  a  new  challenge.  The  hoary  head  of  both  must 
he  brought  to  the  grave  with  blood,  else  David's  bead 
could  not  be  brought  to  his  grave  in  peace.  Due 
punishment  of  maleiactors  is  the  debt  of  authority: 
if  that  holy  king  have  run  into  arrearages,  yet,  as 
one  that  hates  and  fears  to  break  the  bank,  he  gives 
order  to  his  paymaster,  it  shall  be  defrayed,  if  not  by 
him,  yet  for  him. 

Generous  natures  cannot  be  unthankful  Bandlliu 
had  showed  David  some  kindness  in  his  extremity ; 
and  now  the  good  man  Ti-ill  have  posterity  to  inherit 
the  thanks.  How  much  more  bountiful  is  the  Father 
of  mercies,  in  the  remuneration  of  our  poor  unworthy 
services !  Even  successions  of  generations  shall  fere 
the  better  for  one  good  parent. 

The  dying  words  and  thoughts  of  the  man  after  GKid's 
own  heart  did  not  confine  themselves  to  the  straits 
of  these  particular  charges,  but  enlaiged  themselves 
to  the  care  of  God's  public  service.  As  good  men  are 
beat  at  last,  David  did  never  bo  busily  and  carefiilly 
marshal  the  affairs  of  God,  as  when  he  was  fixed  to 
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the  bed  of  his  age  and  death.  Then  did  he  load  his 
son  Solomon  with  iiie  charge  of  building  the  house  of 
God ;  then  did  be  lay  before  the  eyea  of  his  son  the 
model  and  pattern  of  that  whole  sacred  work,  whereof 
if  Solomon  bear  the  name,  yet  David  no  less  merits 
it.  He  now,  gives  the  platform  of  the  courts  and 
buildings :  he  gives  the  gold  and  silver  for  that  holy 
use,  a  hundred  t^usand  talents  of  gold,  a  thousand 
thousand  talents  of  silver,  besides  brass  and  iron 
passing  weight :  he  weighs  out  those  precious  metals 
for  their  several  designments  ;  every  future  vessel  is 
laid  out  already  in  hia  poise,  if  not  in  his  form.  He 
excUes  the  princes  of  Israel  to  their  aasistaQce  in  so 
high  a  work :  be  takes  notice  of  their  bountiful  o£err 
ings :  he  numbers  up  the  Le^Htes  for  the  public 
eervices,  and  sets  them  their  tasks.  He  appoints  the 
singers  and  other  musicians  to  their  stations ;  the 
port^^  t«  the  gates  that  should  be ;  and  now,  when 
jie  hath  set  all  things  in  a  desired  order  and  forward- 
ness, he  shuts  up  with  a  zealous  blessing  of  his  Scdo- 
mon,  ajid  hie  people,  and  sleeps  with  his  fathers. 
Oh  blessed  soul,  how  quiet  a  possession  hast  thou 
now  taken,  after  so  many  tumults,  of  a  better  crown  j 
Thou  that  hast  prepared  all  tilings  for  the  bouse  of 
thy  God,  how  happily  art  thou  now  welcomed  to  that 
house  of  his,  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens!  Who  now  ahaJl  envy  unto  good  princes 
the  honour  of  overseeing  the  businesses  <^  God  and 
bis  Church,  when  David  was  thus  punctual  in  these 
divine  provisions'!  What  fear  can  be  of  usurpation, 
where  mey  have  so  glorious  a  precedent  ? 

Now  is  Stdomon  the  second  time  crowned  king  of 
Israel,  and  now  in  his  own  right,  as  fonneriy  in  his 
Other's,  sits  peaceably  upon  the  throne  of  the  Lord: 
his  awe  and  power  come  on  faster  than  his  years. 
Saivy  and  ambition,  where  it  is  once  kindled  may 
sooner  be  hid  in  the  ashes  than  quite  put  out. 
Adonijah  yet  bangs  after  his  old  hopes,  he  remembers 
b.Q.v  sweet  be  fotuid  the  name  of  a  king ;  and  now 
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hatb  laid  a  new  plot  for  the  setting  up  of  his  craekea 
title :  he  would  make  the  bed  a  step  to  the  throne ; 
his  old  complices  are  sure  enough ;  his  part  would 
gather  much  strength  if  he  might  enjoy  Abishag,  the 
relict  of  his  fiither,  to  wife.  If  it  were  not  the  Jewish 
fashion,  as  is  pretended,  that  a  king's  widow  should 
marry  none  but  a  ting;  yet  certainly  the  power  both 
of  the  alliance'  and  friendship  of  a  queen,  must  needs 
not  a  little  advance  his  purpose.  He  crafty  rival 
dare  not  either  move  the  suit  to  Solomon,  or  effect 
the  marriage  without  him  ;  but  would  cunningly 
undermiue  the  son  by  the  suit  of  that  mother  whose 
suit  had  undermined  him.  The  weaker  vessels  are 
commonly  used  in  the  most  dangerous  suggestions 
of  eviL 

Bathsheba  was  so  wise  a  woman,  that  some  of  her 
counsels  are  canonized  for  divine ;  yet  she  saw  not 
the  depth  of  this  drift  of  Adonijah ;  therefore  she 
both  entertains  the  suit,  and  moves  it.  But  whatever 
were  the  intent  of  the  suitor,  could  she  choose  but 
see  the  unlawfulness  of  so  incestuous  a  match  ?  It 
is  not  long  since  she  saw  her  late  husband  David 
abominating  the  bed  of  those  his  concubines  that  had 
been  touched  by  his  son  Absalom  ;  and  can  she  hold 
it  lawiiil,  that  his  son  Adonijah  should  climb  up  to 
the  bed  of  his  father's  wife  ?  Sometimes  even  the 
best  eyes  are  dim,  and  discern  not  those  things  which 
are  obvious  to  weaker  sights ;  or  whether  did  not 
Bathsheba  well  see  the  foiuness  of  the  suit ;  and  yet 
in  compassion  to  Adonijah's  late  repulse,  wherein  she 
was  the  chief  agent,  and  in  desire  to  make  him 
amends  for  the  loss  of  the  kingdom,  she  yields  even 
thus  to  gratify  him.  It  is  an  injurious  weakness  to 
be  drawn  upon  any  by  respects,  to  the  furtherance  of 
feulty  suits  of  unlawfiil  actions. 

No  sooner  doth  Bathsheba  come  in  place,  than 
Solomon  her  eon  rises  from  his  chair  of  state,  and 
meets  her,  and  bows  to  her,  and  sets  her  on  his  right 
hand,  as  not  so  remembering  himself  to  be  a  king, 
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that  he  should  forget  he  was  a  son.  No  outward 
dignity  can  take  away  the  rights  and  obligations  of 
nature.  Had  Batbsheba  been  as  mean  as  Solomon 
was  mighty,  she  had  carried  away  this  honour  from 
a  gracious  son :  yet,  for  all  these  due  compliments, 
Bathsheba  goes  away  with  a  denial :  reverence  she 
shall  have,  she  shall  not  have  a  condescent. 

la  the  acts  of  magistracy,  all  regards  of  natural 
relations  must  give  way.  That  which  she  propounded 
as  a  small  request,  is  now,  after  a  general  and  con- 
fused engagement,  rejected  as  unreasonable.  It  were 
pity  we  should  be  heard  in  all  our  suits.  Bathsheba 
makes  a  petition  against  herself,  and  knows  it  not : 
her  safety  and  life  depend  upon  Solomon's  reign, 
yet  she  unwittingly  moves  for  the  advancement  of 
Adonijah. 

Solomon  was  too  dutiful  to  check  his  mother,  and 
too  wise  to  yield  to  her.  In  unfit  supplications,  we 
are  most  heard  when  we  are  repelled.  Thus  doth  our 
God  many  times  answer  our  prayers  with  merciful 
denials ;  and  most  blesseth  us  in  crossing  our  desires. 

Wise  Solomon  doth  not  find  himself  perplexed  with 
the  scruple  of  his  promise  ;  he  that  hath  said,  "  Ask 
on,  for  I  will  not  say  thee  nay,"  can  now  swear,  "  Grod 
do  BO  to  me,  and  more  also,  if  Adonijah  hath  not 
spoken  this  word  against  his  own  life."  His  promise 
was  according  to  his  supposition  ;  his  supposition 
was  of  no  other  than  of  a  suit,  honest,  reasonable, 
expedient ;  now  he  holds  himself  free  &om  that  grant, 
wherein  there  was  at  once  both  sin  and  danger.  No 
man  can  be  entangled  with  general  words,  against 
his  own  just  and  honest  intentions. 

The  policies  of  wicked  men  befool  them  at  last ; 
this  intercession  hath  undone  Adonijah,  and,  instead 
of  the  throne,  hastens  his  grave.  The  sword  of  Be- 
naiah  puts  an  end  to  that  dangerous  rivalry.  Joab 
and  Abiathar  still  held  champerty  with  Adonijah ; 
their  hand  was  both  in  the  claim  of  his  kingdom, 
and  in  the  suit  of  Abishag.  There  are  crimes  where- 
;3 
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in  there  are  no  accessories,  such  as  this  of  trea«oti. 
Abiathar  ms^  thank  his  burden  that  he  lived :  had 
he  not  borne  the  ark  of  the  Lord  before  David,  he 
had  not  now  carried  his  head  upon  his  shoulders ; 
had  he  not  been  afflicted  with  David,  he  had  perished 
*ith  Adonijah:  now  though  he  were,  in  his  own 
merit,  a  man  of  death,  yet  he  shall  survive  his  part- 
ners ;  "  Get  thee  to  An^hoth,  unto  thine  own  fields," 
The  priesthood  of  Abiathar,  as  it  aggravated  his 
crime,  so  it  shall  preserve  his  life.  Such  honour  hsve 
good  princes  given  to  the  ministers  of  the  sanctuary, 
that  their  very  coat  hath  been  defence  enough  against 
the  sword  of  justice,  how  much  more  should  it  be  of 
proof  against  the  contempt  of  base  persona! 

Besides  this  function,  reSpect  is  had  to  his  suffer- 
ings :  the  father  and  brethren  of  Abiathar  were  slaiii 
for  David's  sake,  therefore  for  David's  sake  Abiathar, 
though  worthy  of  death,  shall  live :  he  had  been  now 
a  dead  man,  if  he  hod  not  been  formerly  afBicted. 
Thus  doth  our  good  God  deal  with  us ;  by  the  rod 
he  prevents  the  sword,  and  therefore  will  not  con- 
demn us  for  our  sins,  because  we  have  suffered.  If 
Abiathar  do  not  forfeit  his  life,  yet  his  office  he  shall ; 
he  must  chang«  Jerusalem  for  Anathoth,  and  the 
priesthood  for  a  retired  privacy.  It  was  fourecore 
years  ago  since  the  sentence  of  judgment  was  de- 
nounced againSt  the  house  of  Eli ;  now  doth  it  come 
to  execution.  This  just  quarrel  against  Abiathar, 
the  last  of  that  line,  shall  make  good  the  threatened 
judgment.  The  wickedness  of  Eli's  house  was  neither 
purged  by  sacrifice,  nor  obliterated  by  time.  If  God 
pay  slowly,  yet  he  pays  sure.  Delay  of  most  certain 
punishment  is  neither  any  hindrance  to  his  justice, 
nor  any  comfort  to  our  miseries. 


.j,L.z,jj,Googlc 


CONT.  in.]  THE  BXBCUTIOK  OT  JOAB  iSD  BHIKIL         103 


CONTEMPLATION  IH. 

THE  BXEcnnoK  OF  joab  and  shihel 

AsuiHAR  shall  live,  though  he  serve  noi  It  is  in 
the  power  of  princes  to  remit,  at  least,  those  punish- 
ments which  attend  the  breach  of  humui  laws ;  good 
reason  they  should  have  power  to  dispense  with  the 
wronffs  done  to  their  own  persouB.  The  news  of 
Adonijah's  death  and  Ahi&tbar's  removal  cannot  but 
aflright  Joab,  who  now  runs  to  Oibeon,  and  takes 
sanctuary  in  the  tabernacle  of  God  ;  all  his  hope  of 
defence  is  in  the  horns  of  the  altar.  Fond  Joab, 
hadst  thou  formerly  sought  for  oounsd  from  the 
tabernacle,  thou  h&^t  not  now  needed  to  seek  it  for 
refuge :  if  thy  devotions  had  not  been  wanting  to 
that  altar,  thou  hadst  not  needed  it  for  a  shelter.  It 
is  the  fashion  of  our  fboli^  presumption  to  look  for 
protection  where  we  have  not  eared  to  yield  obedience. 

Even  a  Joab  dings  fast  to  God's  altar  in  his  ex- 
tremity, which  in  bia  prosperity  he  regarded  not. 
The  worst  men  would  b«  ghtd  to  make  use  of  God's 
oidinanoes  for  tjieir  advantage.  Necessity  will  drive 
the  most  proiane  and  lawless  man  to  God :  but  what 
do  these  bloody  hands  touohing  the  holy  altar  of 
God  ?  Miserable  Joab,  what  help  oanst  thou  expect 
from  that  sacred  pile  i  Those  horns,  that  were 
sprinkled  with  the  blood  of  beasts,  abhor  to  be 
touched  by  the  blood  of  men ;  that  altar  was  for  the 
expiatifm  of  sin  by  blood,  mrt  for  the  protection  of 
the  (in  of  blood.  If  Adonijah  fled  thith^-  and 
escaped,  it  is  murder  that  pursues  thee  more  than 
conspirticy.  God  h^h  no  sanctuary  for  a  wilful 
homicide. 

Yea,  such  Mspect  doth  Bebaiah  give  to  that  holy 

place,  that  his  &word  is  unwilling  to  touch  him  that 

touches  the  altar.     Those  horns  shall  put  off  death 

for  the  time,  and  give  tH^tFactioo  of  the  execution, 
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though  not  preservation  of  life.  How  sweet  is  life, 
evea  to  those  who  have  been  prodigal  of  the  blood  of 
others,  that  Joab  shifts  thus  to  hold  it  but  some  few 
hours !  Benaiah  returns  with  Joab's  answer,  instead 
of  his  head ;  "  Nay,  but  I  will  die  here,"  as  not  daring 
to  unsheath  his  sword  against  a  man  sheltered  in 
God's  tabernacle,  without  a  new  commission.  Young 
Solomon  is  so  well  acquainted  with  the  law  of  God 
in  such  a  case,  that  he  sticks  not  at  the  sentence ; 
he  knew  that  God  had  enacted,  "  If  a  man  come  pre- 
sumptuously upon  his  neighbour  to  slay  him  with 
guile,  thou  shalt  take  him  from  mine  altar,  that  he 
may  die."  He  knew  Joab's  murders  had  not  been 
more  presumptuous  than  guileful,  and  therefore  he 
sends  Benaiah  to  take  away  the  offender,  both  from 
God  and  men,  from  the  altar  and  the  world. 

No  subject  had  merited  more  than  Joab.  When 
proclamation  was  made  in  Israel,  that  whoever  should 
smite  the  Jebusites  first,  he  should  be  the  chief  and 
captain ;  Joab  was  the  man :  when  David  buUt  some 
pjtft  of  Jerusalem,  Joab  built  the  rest ;  so  as  Jeru- 
salem owes  itself  to  Joab,  both  for  recovery  and 
reparation.  No  man  held  so  close  to  David ;  no  man 
was  more  intent  to  the  weal  of  Israel ;  none  so  suc- 
cessful in  victories  ;  yet  now  is  he  called  to  reckon 
for  his  old  sins,  and  must  repay  blood  to  Amasa  and 
,  Abner.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  all  our  deserts  to 
buy  off  one  sin,  either  with  God  or  man  :  where  life 
is  so  deeply  forfeited,  it  admits  of  no  redemption. 

The  honest  simplicity  of  those  times  knew  not  of 
any  infamy  in  the  execution  of  justice.  Benaiah, 
who  was  the  great  marshal  under  Solomon,  thinks 
not  his  fingers  defiled  with  that  fatal  stroke.  It  is  a 
foolish  niceness  to  put  more  shame  in  the  doing  of 
justice,  than  in  the  violating  of  it. 

In  one  act  Solomon  hath  approved  himself  both  a 
good  magistrate  and  a  good  son,  fulfilling  at  once  the 
will  of  a  father  and  the  charge  of  God ;  concluding 
upon  this  just  execution,  that,  "upon  David,  and 
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upon  his  seed,  and  upon  his  house,  and  upon  his 
throne,  there  shall  be  peace  for  ever  from  the  Lord ;" 
and  inferring  that  without  this  there  could  have  been 
no  peace. 

Blood  is  a  restless  suitor,  and  will  not  leave  cla- 
mouriug  for  judgment,  till  the  mouth  he  stopped  with 
revenge.  In  this  case  favour  to  the  offender  is  cruelty 
to  the  fevourer. 

Now  hath  Joab  paid  all  hia  arrearages  hy  the 
sword  of  Benaiah ;  there  ia  no  suit  against  hie  corpse ; 
that  hath  the  honour  of  a  burial  fit  for  a  peer  of 
Israel,  for  the  near  cousin  to  the  king.  Death  puts 
an  end  to  all  quarrels :  Solomon  strikes  off  the  score 
when  Grod  is  satisfied ;'  the  revenge  that  survives 
death,  and  will  not  be  shut  up  in  the  cofBn,  is  bar- 
barous, and  unbeseeming  true  Israelites. 

Only  Shimei  remains  upon  the  file ;  his  course  is 
Beit,  yet  so,  as  that  it  shall  be  in  his  own  liberty  to 
hasten  his  end.  Upon  David's  remission,  Shimei 
dwells  securely  in  Bahurim,  a  town  of  the  tribe  of 
Benjamin ;  doubtless,  when  he  saw  so  round  justice 
done  upon  Adonijah  and  Joab,  his  guilty  heart  could 
not  think  Solomon's  message  portended  aught  but 
his  execution  i  and  now  he  cannot  but  be  well  pleased 
with  so  easy  conditions  of  dwelling  at  Jerusalem,  and 
not  passing  over  the  brook  Kidron  ;  what  more  de- 
lightful place  could  he  choose  to  live  in  than  that 
city,  which  was  the  glory  of  the  whole  earth  ?  What 
more  pleasing  bounds  could  he  wish  than  the  sweet 
banks  of  Eidron  ?  Jerusalem  could  be  no  prison  to 
him,  while  it  was  a  paradise  to  his  betters ;  and  if  he 
had  a  desire  to  take  fresh  air,  he  had  the  space  of  six 
frirlongs  to  walk  from  the  city  to  the  brook  ;  he  could 
not  complain  to  be  so  delectably  confined;  and  be- 
sides, thrice  every  year,  he  might  be  sure  to  see  all 
his  friends  without  stirring  his  foot. 

Wise  Solomon,  while  he  cared  to  seem  not  too 
severe  an  exacter  of  that  which  his  father  had  re- 
mitted, prudently  lays  insensible  twigs  for  so  foul  an 
I  5 
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oflender ;  l}eBide3  the  old  grudge,  do  doubt  Solomoa 
sav  cause  to  suspect  tho  fidelity  of  Shimei,  as  a  man 
who  was  ever  known  to  be  hollow  to  the  houBe  of 
David ;  the  obscurity  of  a  country  life  would  easily 
afford  him  more  safe  opporttwiitiea  of  secret  mischief; 
many  eyes  shall  wtttch  him  in  the  city,  he  cnnnot 
look  out  unseen,  he  cannot  whin>er  unheard ;  upon 
no  other  terms  shall  he  enjoy  his  life,  irhich  the  least 
iitr^ng  shall  forfeit. 

^imei  feelS  no  pain  in  this  restraint ;  how  many 
nobles  of  Israel  do  that  foi*  pleasure  which  he  doth 
upon  command !  Three  years  hath  he  lived  within 
compass,  limited  both  by  Solomon's  charge  and  his 
own  oath  ;  it  was  dtill  in  his  power,  notwithstanding 
David's  caveat,  to  have  laid  down  his  hOary  head  in 
the  grave,  without  blood;  the  just  God  infatuates 
those  whom  he  means  to  {tlague.  Two  of  Shimei's 
servants  are  fled  to  Gath  ;  and  now  he  saddles  his 
ass,  and  is  gone  to  fetch  them  back  ;  either  he  thinks 
this  word  of  Soloinon  is  fomitten,  or,  in  the  multitude 
of  greater  affairs,  not  heeded,  or  this  so  small  an  oo- 
eurrence  will  not  come  to  his  ears.  Covetousness 
and  presumption  of  impunity  are  the  destruction  of 
many  a  soul ;  Shimei  seeks  his  Servants,  ftnd  loses 
himself  How  many  are  they  who  cry  out  of  this 
folly,  and  yet  imitate  it ;  these  earthly  things  either 
are  our  servants,  or  should  be ;  how  commonly  do 
we  ^e  men  run  out  of  the  bounds  set  by  God's  law, 
to  hunt  after  them,  till  their  souls  incur  a  fearful 
judgment ! 

Princes  have  thousands  of  eyes  and  eawi ;  if  Shimei 
will  for  more  secrecy  saddle  his  own  ass,  and  take,  ae 
is  like,  the  benefit  of  night  for  his  passage,  hia  journey 
cannot  be  hid  from  Solomon.  How  wary  had  those 
men  need  to  be  that  are  obnoxious !  Without  delay- 
is  Shimei  complained  of,  convented,  charged  with 
violation  both  of  the  oath  of  God,  and  the  injunction 
of  Solomon ;  and  that  all  these  might  appear  to  be 
but  an  occasion  of  that  punishment,  whose  eaose  was 
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more  remote,  now  is  all  that  old  venom  laid  before 
him,  which  his  malice  had  long  ainoe  spit  at  God's 
anointed.  "  Thou  knowest  all  the  wickedness  where- 
to thine  heart  is  priTy,  that  thou  didst  to  David  my 
&ther." 

Had  this  old  telly  been  striekm  <^,  yet  could  not 
Shimei  have  plea:ded  aught  for  his  life ;  for  had  he 
s^d,  Let  BOt  mj  lord  the  king  be  thuB  mortally  dis^ 
pleased  for  so  small  an  offence ;  who  «ver  died  for 

Cing  over  Kiditm  ?  what  man  is  ib«  worse  for  my 
oless  jooraey?  it  had  toon  been  retianed,  If  the 
act  be  small,  yet  the  eircumstanees  e^e  deadly ;  the 
comnmads  of  sovereign  aathoritv  make  the  slightest 
duties  Weighty ;  if  the  journey  be  harmless,  yet  not 
the  dieobediaice ;  it  is  not  for  sul^ects  to  poise  the 
prince's  charge  in  the  scales  of  theu*  weak  constnio- 
tioDs,  b«t  t^ey  must  suf^ose  it  ever  to  be  of  su<^ 
importance  as  is  pretended  by  the  commander.  Be- 
wdes  the  pfecept,  here  was  a  muttu^  adjuration ; 
^lim^  swore  not  to  go  ;  Solomon  swore  his  death  if 
he  west ;  the  one  oath  must  foe  revenged,  the  other 
must  be  ke^ ;  if  ^imei  were  &lse  in  offending, 
Solomon  wiU  be  just  in  puniehing.  Now  therefore, 
that  which  Abishai,  the  son  of  Zeruiah,  wished  to 
have  Atme  in  the  greeosess  of  the  wound,  and  was 
f^>elled,  after  long  fest^ing,  Benaiah  is  commamded 
to  do.  The  stones  that  Shimei  threw  at  David  strode 
not  so  deep  a^  Benaiah's  sword ;  the  tongue  that 
■cursed  the  Lord's  anointed  hath  paid  the  head  to 
boot.  Vengeance  against  rebds  may  sleep,  it  cannot 
die  ;  a  sure,  if  late  judgment  attends  those  that  dare 
lift  up  ^ther  the  hand  or  tongue  against  the  sa<»«d 
|>erwHiB  of  Qod'-s  vicegereoits.  H4w  much  less  will 
the  Grod  of  heaven  suffer  tmrev^i^d  the  insolences 
and  bla6ph«uies  against  his  own  divine  ntaieety! 
It  is  a  fear&l  word,  he  ^uld  not  be  just,  if  he  should 
htdd  these  guiltless. 
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After  so  many  messages  and  proofe  of  grace,  Solomon 
begins  doubtfully,  both  for  hia  match  and  for  his  de- 
votion. If  Pharaoh's  daughter  were  not  a  proselyte, 
bis  early  choice  was  besides  unwarrantable,  dangerous. 
The  high  places  not  only  stood,  but  were  frequented, 
both  by  the  people  and  king :  I  do  not  find  David 
climbing  up  those  mishallowed  hills,  in  an  affection  of 
the  variety  of  altars  ;  Solomon  doth  so,  and  yet  loves 
the  Lord,  and  is  loved  of  God  again.  Such  is  the 
mercy  of  our  God,  that  he  will  not  suffer  our  well- 
meant  weaknesses  to  bereave  us  of  his  favours :  he 
rather  pities  than  plagues  us  for  the  infirmities  of 
upright  hearts. 

Gibeon  was  well  worthy  to  be  the  chief,  yea  the 
only  high  place ;  there  was  the  hallowed  altar  of  God; 
there  was  the  tabernacle,  though,  as  then,  severed 
fi^m  the  ark ;  thither  did  young  Solomon  go  up  j 
and,  as  desiring  to  begin  his  reign  with  God,  there 
he  offers  no  less  than  a  thousand  sacrifices. 

Solomon  worships  God  by  day ;  God  appears  to 
Solomon  by  night.  Well  mav  we  loot  to  enjoy  God, 
when  we  have  served  him  ;  the  night  cannot  but  be 
happy  whose  day  hath  been  holy. 

It  was  no  unusual  course  with  God,  to  reveal  him- 
self unto  bis  servants  by  dreams  ;  so  did  he  here  to 
Solomon,  who  saw  more  with  hie  eyes  shut,  than  ever 
they  could  see  open,  even  Him  that  was  invisible. 
The  good  king  had  offered  rmto  God  a  thousand 
burnt  sacrifices,  and  now  Godoffereth  Mm  his  option, 
"Ask  what  I  shall  give  thee."  He,  whose  the  beasts 
are  on  a  thousand  mountains,  graciously  accepts  the 
small  retiun  of  his  own.  It  stands  not  with  the 
munificence  of  a  boimtifiil  God  to  be  indebted  to  his 
creature  ;  we  cannot  give  him  aught  unrecompensed ; 
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there  is  no  way  wherein  we  can  be  so  liberal  to  our- 
selves, as  by  giving  to  the  posaessor  of  all  things. 
And  art  thou  still,  0  Ood,  less  free  unto  us,  thy 
meaner  servants,  under  the  Qospel  7  Hast  thou  not 
said,  "Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  the  Father,  in  my 
name,  it  shall  be  given  you  t'  Only  give  us  graee 
not  to  be  wanting  tinto  thee,  and  we  know  thou  canst 
not  suffer  any  thing  to  be  wanting  unto  us. 

The  night  follows  the  temper  of  the  day ;  and  the 
heart  so  useth  to  sleep,  as  it  wakes.  Had  not  the 
thoughts  of  Solomon  been  intent  upon  wisdom  by 
day,  he  had  not  toade  it  his  suit  in  his  dream  :  there 
needs  no  leisure  of  deliberation  ;  the  heart  was  so 
forestalled  with  the  love  and  admiration  of  wisdom, 
that,  not  abiding  the  least  motion  of  a  competition, 
it  fiistens  on  that  grace  it  had  longed  for ;  "  Give 
unto  thy  servant  an  understanding  heart  to  judge  thy 
people."  Had  not  Solomon  been  wise  before,  he  had 
not  known  the  worth  of  wisdom,  he  had  not  preferred 
it  in  his  desires.  The  dunghill  cocks  of  the  world 
cannot  know  the  price  of  this  pearl ;  those  that  have 
it,  know  that  all  other  excellences  are  hut  trash  and 
rubbish  unto  it.  Solomon  was  a  great  king,  and  saw 
that  be  had  power  enough ;  but  withal  he  found  that 
royalty,  without  wisdom,  was  no  other  than  eminent 
dishonour :  there  is  no  trade  of  life  whereto  there 
belongs  not  a  peculiar  wisdom,  without  which  there 
is  nothing  but  a  tedious  unprofitableness ;  much  more 
to  the  highest  and  busiest  vocation,  the  regiment  of 
men.  As  God  bath  no  reason  to  give  his  best  &vours 
unasked,  so  hath  he  no  will  to  withhold  them  where 
they  are  asked. 

He  that  in  his  oradle  had  the  title  of  "  beloved  of 
Grod,"  is  now  beloved  more  in  the  throne  for  the  love 
and  desire  of  wisdom ;  this  soul  could  never  have 
borne  this  fruit  alone  ;  Solomon  could  not  so  much 
as  have  dreamed  of  wisdom,  if  God  bad  not  put  it 
unto  him :  and  now  God  takes  the  suit  so  well,  as  if 
he  were  beholden  to  his  creature  for  wishing  the  best 
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to  itaelf ;  and  because  Solomon  hath  Mked  what  he 
afaouM,  he  shall  itow  receive  bofh  what  he  aaked,  and 
what  he  asked  not ;  riches  and  honour  shall  be  given 
him  into  the  matoh.  So  doth  God  love  a  good  ohoioe, 
that  he  recompenses  it  with  overgiTing-  "  Could  we 
but  first  seek  the  kingdom  of  6od  ana  his  righteooa- 
nesa,  all  these  earthly  things  should  be  superadded  to 
us."  Had  Stdomon  made  wealth  his  boon,  he  had 
&Ued  both  of  riches  and  wisdom  ;  now  he  asks  the 
best,  and  dpeeds  of  aU.  They  are  in  a  feir  way  <rf 
hamtiness  that  can  pray  well.  It  was  no  diecomfott 
to  Solomon,  that  he  awaked  and  found  it  a  dream  ; 
for  he  knew  this  dream  was  divine  and  oracular ;  ai^ 
he  already  found,  in  his  first  waking,  the  real  per- 
formance of  what  was  promised  him  sleeping :  such 
illumination  did  he  sensibly  find  in  all  ^e  roorafs  of 
his  heart,  as  if  Grod  had  now  given  him  a  new  soui 
Ko  marvel  if  Solomon,  now  returning  from  the  tabet<- 
na<de  to  the  ark,  testified  hiBJoy  t^nd  thankfulness  by 
bumt-otfierings,  and  peaoe-offermga,  ajid  public  feast- 
ings  ;  the  heart  that  hath  found  in  itself  the  lively- 
testimonies  of  Grod'e  preseaoe  and  fovour,  cann^ 
contain  its^  &om  outward  expressions. 

God  likes  not  to  have  his  gifts  lie  dead  whore  h6 
hath  oonferl^d  them  ;  Israel  utall  soon  witnese  that 
they  have  a  king  enli^tened  from  heaves,  in  whom 
wisdom  did  not  stay  for  heira^  did  not  admit  of  any 
p^allel  in  his  predecesBMS ;  the  all-wise  God  wiU 
find  occasions  to  draw  ferth  those  graces  to  use  and 
light  which  he  hath  bestowed  on  man.  Tva  havlots 
come  before  young  Solomon  with  a  difficult  xAon. ;  it 
is  not  like  the  prince's  ear  was  the  first  that  hfiard 
this  complaint ;  there  was  a  subordinate  course  of 
justice,  for  the  determination  of  these  meaner  in- 
ciences :  the  hardness  of  this  decision  brought  the 
matter  through  all  ihe  benches  of  inferior  judicature, 
to  the  tribunal  of  Solomon.  Thi  very  Israelitit^ 
harlots  were  not  so  onnataral,  «s  some  now-a-days 
^at  counterfeit  honesty ;  these  vthve  for  the  firuit  of 
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their  votah,  (ma  to  put  them  off;  one  son  is  yet 
alive,  two  mothers  contend  for  hitn  The  children 
vrere  alike  fer  features,  for  ag:e ;  the  mothers  were 
fkhke  for  reputation ;  here  ca,n  1)6  no  evidence  from 
others'  eyes.  Whether'a  now  ie  the  living  child,  and 
whether'B  is  the  dead  ?  Had  Solomon  gone  about  to 
wring  forth  the  truth  hy  tortures,  he  had  perhaps 
plagued  the  innocent,  and  added  pain  to  the  misery 
of  her  loss ;  the  weaker  bad  been  guilty,  and  the 
more  able  to  bear  had  carried  away  both  the  diild 
and  the  victoiy.  The  countenance  of  either  of  the 
mothore  bewrayed  an  equality  of  passion ;  Sorrow 
possessed  the  ene  for  the  son  she  had  lost,  and  the 
other  for  the  Son  she  wa£  in  danger  to  lose  ;  boUi 
Were  equally  peremptory  and  importunate  in  their 
claim.  It  is  in  vain  to  think  that  the  true  pati  nan 
he  discerned  by  the  vehemence  Of  their  challenge-; 
&lsehood  is  ofttimee  more  tdamorom  than  truth ;  no 
witoesaes  can  be  produeed ;  they  two  dwelt  ^xut 
under  one  roof ;  and  if  eome  neighbours  have  se^ 
the  children  at  their  birth  and  circumcision,  yet  how 
Utile  difference,  how  much  change  is  there  in  the 
&v<mr  of  infants !  How  doth  death  alter  more  con- 
firmed  lines  f 

The  impossibility  of  proof  makes  the  guilty  more 
confident,  more  impudent ;  the  true  mother  pleads 
that  her  child  was  taken  away  at  midnight  by  the 
othw  ;  but  in  her  sleep  ;  she  saw  it  not,  she  fdt  it 
not ;  and  if  all  her  senses  could  have  witnessed  it,  yet 
here  was  but  the  affirmation  of  the  on^  against  the 
denial  of  the  other,  which,  in  persons  alike  credible, 
do  but  counterpoiae.  What  is  there  now  to  lead  tlie 
judge,  since  there  ie  nothing  either  in  the  a«t,  or  cir- 
oumstances,  or  persons,  or  plea,  or  evidence,  that 
might  sway  the  sentence  i  Solomon  well  saw,  that, 
when  ^I  outward  proofe  foiled,  there  was  an  inward 
afibction,  which,  if  it  could  h«  fetched  out,  would 
eertaitily  betray  the  true  mother ;  he  knew  sfHTow 
might  more  easily  be  dissembled  ihim  natural  love : 
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both  sorrowed  for  their  own,  both  could  not  love  one 
as  theirs.  To  draw  forth  then  this  true  proof  of 
motherhood,  Solomon  calls  for  a  sword.  Doubtless 
some  of  the  wiser  hearers  smiled  upon  each  other, 
and  thought  in  themselves.  What  will  the  young  king 
out  these  knotty  causes  in  pieces  ?  will  he  divide 
justice  with  edge  tools  ?  will  he  smite  at  hazard  before 
conviction  ?  The  actions  of  wise  princes  are  riddles 
to  vulgar  construction  ;  neither  is  it  for  the  shallow 
capacities  of  the  multitude  to  fathom  the  deep  pro- 
jects of  sovereign  authority :  that  sword  whicji  had 
served  for  execution,  shall  now  serve  for  trial ;  "Di- 
vide ye  the  living  child  in  twain  :  and  give  the  one 
half  to  the  one,  and  the  other  half  to  the  other,"  Oh 
divine  oracle  of  justice,  commanding  that  which  it 
would  not  have  done,  that  it  might  find  out  that 
which  could  not  be  discovered !  Neither  God  nor 
his  deputies  may  be  so  taken  at  their  words,  as  if 
tbey  always  intended  their  commands  for  action,  and 
not  sometimes  for  probation. 

This  sword  hath  already  pierced  the  breast  of  the 
true  mother,  and  divided  her  heart  with  fear  and 
grie^  at  so  killing  a  sentence  ;  there  needs  no  other 
raok  to  discover  nature  ;  and  now  she  thinks.  Woe  is 
me  that  came  for  justice,  and  am  answered  with 
cruelty  ;  "  Divide  ye  the  hving  child."  Alas !  what 
hath  that  poor  infant  offended,  that  it  survives  and 
is  sued  for  ?  How  much  less  miserable  had  I  been, 
that  my  child  had  been  smothered  in  my  sleep,  than 
mangled  before  mine  eyes !  If  a  dead  carcass  could 
have  satisfied  me,  I  needed  not  to  have  complained ; 
what  a  wofiil  condition  am  I  fallen  into,  who  am  ac- 
cused to  have  been  the  death  of  my  supposed  child 
fdready,  and  now  shall  be  the  death  of  my  own  ?  If 
there  were  no  loss  of  my  child,  yet  how  can  I  endure 
this  torment  of  mine  own  bowels  ?  how  can  I  live  to 
see  this  part  of  myself  sprawling  under  that  bloody 
sword !  And  while  she  tmnks  thus,  she  sues  to  that 
suspected  mercy  of  her  just  judge,  "Ob  my  lord,  give 
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ker  the  living  child,  and  slay  him  not :"  as  thinking, 
if  he  live,  he  .shaD  but  change  a  mother  ;  if  he  die, 
his  mother  loaeth  a  son :  while  he  lives,  it  shall  be  mj 
comfort  that  I  have  a  sod,  though  I  may  not  call  him 
so;  dying,  he  perisheth  to  both ;  it  is  better  he  should 
live  to  a  wrong  mother,  than  to  neither.  Contrarily, 
her  envious  competitor,  as  holding  herself  well  satis- 
Sed  that  her  neighbour  should  be  as  childless  as  her- 
self, can  say,  "  Let  it  be  neither  mine  nor  thine,  but 
divide  it."  Well  might  Solomon  and  every  hearer 
conclude  that  either  she  was  no  mother,  or  a  monster, 
that  could  be  content  with  the  murder  of  her  chUd, 
and  that  if  she  coidd  have  been  the  true  mother,  and 
yet  have  desired  the  blood  of  her  in&nt,  she  had  been 
as  worthy  to  have  been  stript  of  her  child  for  so  foul 
nn  naturalness,  as  the  other  had  been  worthy  to  en- 
joy him  for  her  honest  compassion.  Not  more  justly 
than  wisely,  therefore,  doth  Solomon  trace  the  true 
mother  by  the  footsteps  of  love  and  pity,  and  ad- 
judgeth  tne  child  to  those  bowels  that  had  yearned 
at  his  danger. 

Even  in  morality  it  is  thus  also ;  truth  as  it  is  one, 
so  it  loves  entireness ;  fiilsehood,  division.  Satan, 
that  hath  no  right  to  the  heart,  would  be  content- 
with  a  piece  of  it ;  God,  that  made  it  all,  will  have 
either  the  whole  or  none.  The  erroneous  church, 
strives  with  the  true,  for  the  living  child  of  saving 
doctrine  ;  each  claims  it  for  her  own  :  heresy,  con- 
scious of  her  own  injustice,  could  be  content  to  go 
away  with  a  leg  or  an  arm  of  sound  principles,  as 
hoping  to  malie  up  the  rest  with  her  own  mixtures ; 
truth  cannot  abide  to  p^  with  a  joint,  and  will  rather 
endure  to  Jose  all  by  violence,  than  a  piece  through 
a  willing  connivancy. 
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CONTEMPLATION  V. 

TME   tEMPLE. 

Il  is  a  wef^  a&d  injurious  censure  tliat  taxeth  Solo- 
mon's slackiiess  in  founding  the  house  of  Qod  ;  great 
bodies  must  have  but  slow  motions :  he  was  wise 
that  said,  The  matters  muet  be  all  prepared  without, 
ere  we  build  within  ;  and  if  David  have  laid  ready  a 
great  part  of  the  metals  and  timber,  yet  many  a  tree 
must  be  felled  and  squared,  miuiy  a  etone  hewn  and 
polished,  ere  this  foundation  could  be  laid :  neither 
could  those  large  cedars  be  cut,  sawn,  seasoned  in  one 
year ;  four  years  are  soon  gone  in  so  va«t  a  prepam" 
tion.  David  bad  not  been  so  entire  a  friend  to  Hiram, 
if  Hiram  had  not  been  a  friend  to  God ;  Solomon's 
wisdom  hath  taught  him  to  make  use  of  So  good  a 
neighbour,  of  a  foiher'a  friend ;  he  knew  thit  the 
Tyriana'  skill  was  not  given  them  for  nothing ;  not 
Jews  only,  bat  O-entiles  must  have  their  band  in 
building  the  temple  of  God ;  only  Jews  meddled  with 
the  tabernacle,  but  the  temple  is  not  built  witJiout 
the  aid  of  Gentiles  ;  they,  together  with  us,  make  up 
the  diurch  of  God. 

Even  Pagans  have  their  arta  from  heaven ;  how 
justly  may  we  improve  their  graces  to  the  service  of 
the  God  of  heaven !     If  there  be  a  Tyrian  that  can 
work  more  curiously  in  gold,  in  i 
in  purple  and  blue  silk*  than  ai 
he  not  be  employed  about  the  t« 
ism  is  their  own,  their  skill  is 
a  one  works  for  the  ohilrch  of  ' 
part  in  it. 

Solomon  raises  a  tribute  for  t 
but  of  men :  thirty  thousand  I 
the  service  ;  yet  not  continual 
sion :  their  labour  is  more  genei 
it  is  enough  if  they  keep  their 
I^banon,  and  two  at  home ;  s( 
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work,  while  twenty  tbouBciiid  breathe.  So  fitTOtiTable 
is  God  to  his  creatures,  that  he  requires  tis  not  to  he 
over-toiled  in  the  works  of  his  Own  Service.  Doe  res- 
pirations are  requiatte  in  the  holiest  acts.  The  main 
stress  of  the  work  lies  upon  proaelytes ;  whose  both 
number  and  pains  were  herein  more  than  the  natives : 
a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  of  them  are  employed  in 
bearing  burthens,  in  hewing  stOTies ;  besides  their 
three  thousand  three  hundred  overseers.  Now  were 
the  despised  Gibeonitea  of  good  use,  and  in  vain  doth 
Israel  wish  that  the  zeal  of  Saul  had  not  robbed  them 
ot  90  serviceable  drudges. 

There  is  no  man  so  mean  but  may  he  some  way 
usefiil  to  the  honse  of  God.     Those  that  cannot  work 
in  gold,  and  silver,  and  silk,  yet  may  cut  and  hew ; 
and  those  that  can  do  neither  yet  may  carry  bordens. 
Even  the  services  that  are  more  homely,  are  not  l«v 
necessary.     Who  can  dishearten  himself  in  the  con- 
science of  his  own  insufficiency,  when  be  sees  God  can 
as  well  serve  himself  of  his  labour,  as  of  his  skill  1 
■   The  temple  is  firamed  in  Lebanon,  and  set  upon 
Bion :  neither  hammer  nor  axe  was  heard  in  that  holy 
structure ;  there  was  nothing  but  noise  in  Lebanon, 
nothing  in  Sion  but  silence  and  peace.     Whatever 
tumults  are  abroad,  it  is  fit  there  should  be  aU  quiet- 
ness and  sweet  concord  in  the  cblirch.     0  God,  that 
the  axes  of  schism,  or  the  hammers  of  furious  conten- 
tions, should  be  heard  within  thy  sanctuary  !     Thine 
bouse  is  not  built  with  blows,  with  blows  it  is  beatea 
down.     Oh  knit  the  hearts  of  thy  servants  together 
in  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  and  the  bond  of  peace,  that 
we  may  mind,  and  speak  the  same  thing  ;  that  ihon, 
se,  mayest  take  pleasure  to 
)f  of  our  hearts ! 
laid,  and  the  walls  nsingj^  ■ 
;h  all  nations  admired,  ftnd 
!d ;  even  those  stones  which 
,he  building  were  not  n^ed 
.  costly :  the  p^t  that  liea 
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covered  with  earth  from  the  eyes  of  all  heholders,  is 
no  leas  precious  than  those  that  are  more  conspicuous. 
Clod  is  not  all  for  the  eye,  he  pleaseth  himself  with 
the  hidden  value  of  the  living  stones  of  his  spiritual 
temple.  How  many  noble  graces  of  his  servants  have 
been  buried  by  obscurity ;  not  discerned  so  much  as 
by  their  own  eyes ;  which  yet  as  he  gave,  so  he 
crowneth !  Hypocrites  regard  nothing  hut  show ; 
God,  nothing  but  truth. 

The  matter  of  so  goodly  a  frame  strives  with  the 
proportion,  whether  shall  more  excel:  here  was 
nothing  but  white  marble  without,  nothing  but  cedar 
and  gold  within.  Upon  the  hill  of  Sion  stands  that 
glittering  and  snowy  pile,  which  both  inviteth  and 
oazzletb  the  eyes  of  paasengers  afar  off ;  so  much 
more  precious  within  as  cedar  is  better  than  stone, 
gold  than  cedar.  No  base  thing  goes  to  the  making 
up  of  God's  house.  If  Satan  may  have  a  dwelling,  he 
cares  not  though  be  patch  it  up  of  the  rubbish  of 
Btone,  or  rotten  sticks,  or  dross  of  metals :  God  will 
admit  of  nothing  that  is  not  pure  and  exquisite ;  his 
church  consists  of  none  but  the  faithful,  his  habita- 
tion is  no  heart  but  the  gracious. 

The  &shion  was  no  other  than  that  of  the  tabep- 
nacle^  only  this  was  more  costly,  more  large,  more 
fixed ;  God  was  the  same  that  dwelt  in  both ;  he 
varied  not ;  the  same  mystery  was  in  both ;  only  it 
was  fit  there  should  be  a  proportion  betwixt  the  work 
and  the  builder.  The  tabernacle  was  erected  in  a 
popular  estate,  the  temple  in  a  monarchy ;  it  was  fit 
this  should  savour  of  the  munificence  of  a  king  as  that 
of  the  zeal  of  a  multitude :  that  was  erected  in  the 
flitting  condition  of  Israel  in  the  desert :  this,  in  their 
settled  residence  in  the  promised  land :  it  was  fit 
therefore  that  should  be  framed  for  motion,  this  for 
rest.  Both  of  them  were  distinguished  iuto  three 
remarkable  divisions,  whereof  each  was  more  iioble, 
more  reserved  than  other. 

But  what  do  we  bend  out  eyes  upon  st»i5,  and 
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vood,  and  metals?  God  would  never  have  taken 
pleasure  in  these  dead  materials  for  their  own  sakes, 
if  they  had  not  had  a  further  intendment :  methinks 
I  see  four  temples  in  this  one.  It  is  but  one  in  mat- 
ter, as  the  God  that  dwells  in  it  is  but  one ;  three  yet 
moreinresemblance,  according  to  the  division  of  them 
in  whom  it  pleaseth  God  to  inhabit ;  for  wherever 
God  dwells,  there  is  his  temple.  0  Gh>d,  thou  vouch- 
safest  to  dwell  in  the  believing  heart.  As  we  thy 
silly  creatures  have  our  being  in  thee,  so  thou,  the 
Creator  of  heaven  and  earth,  hast  thy  dwelling  in  Us. 
The  heaven  of  heavens  is  not  able  to  contain  thee, 
and  yet  thou  disdainest  not  to  dwell  in  the  strait 
lodgings  of  our  renewed  soul  So  then,  because  God'e 
children  are  many ;  and  those  many  divided  in  respect 
of  themselves,  though  united  in  their  head,  therefore 
this  temple,  which  is  but  one  in  collection,  as  God  is 
one,  is  manifold  in  the  distribution,  as  the  saints  are 
many ;  each  man  bearing  about  him  a  little  shrine 
of  this  Infinite  Majestjr :  and  for  that  the  most  genewi 
division  of  the  saints  is  in  their  place  and  estate,  soiff 
struggling  and  toiling  in  this  earthly  warfare,  others 
triumphing  in  heavenly  glory ;  therefore  hath  God 
two  ouier,  more  universal  temples ;  one  the  church 
of  his  saints  on  earth ;  the  other,  the  highest  heaven 
of  his  saints  glorified.  In  all  these,  0  God,  thou 
dwellest  for  ever ;  and  this  material  house  of  thine  is 
a  clear  representation  of  these  three  spiritual ;  elsQ 
what  were  a  temple  made  with  hands  unto  the  God 
of  spirits  ?  And  though  one  of  these  was  a  true  type 
of  &tt,  yet  how  are  they  all  exceeded  each  by  other ! 
This  of  stone,  though  most  rich  and  costly,  yet  what 
is  it  to  the  living  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is 
our  body  ?  What  is  the  temple  of  this  body  of  ours,  to 
the  temple  of  Christ's  boi^,  which  is  his  Church  ? 
And  what  is  the  temple  of  God's  Church  on  earth,  to 
that  which  triumpheth  gloriously  in  heaven  ? 

How  easily  do  we  see  all  these  in  this  one  visible 
temple ;  which,  as  it  had  three  distinctions  of  rooms. 
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tke  poreh,  the  holy  pla«e,  the  holy  of  holies,  so  U 
each  of  tiem  answered  epirkuaJly :  in  the  poreh  we 
£nd  the  regenerate  soul  entering  into  the  bleBsed 
society  of  the  Church  ;  in  the  holy  place,  the  commu- 
nion <^  the  true  visible  Church  im  earth,  B^cted 
from  the  world ;  in  the  holy  of  holies,  whereinto  the 
high  priest  entered  once  a  year,  the  glorious  heaven, 
into  which  our  true  High  Priest,  Christ  Jesus,  entoFed 
onee  for  all,  to  make  an  atonement  betwixt  Qod  and 
man.  In  all  these,  what  a  meet  ccsTeepondeDce  there 
is,  both  in  proportion,  matter,  situation ! 

In  proportion : — the  same  iwle  Uiat  skilful  earrers 
observe  in  the  cuttJng  oat  of  the  perfect  statue  c£  a 
man,  that  the  height  be  thrice  the  breadth,  and  the 
breadtJi  one-third  of  the  height,  was  likewise  duly 
observed  in  the  &birie  of  the  temple,  whose  length 
was  double  to  the  height,  and  treble  to  the  breadth,  as 
being  sixty  cubits  long,  thirty  hi^,  and  tw^ity  broad. 
How  exquisite  a  symmetry  hast  thou  ordained,  0 
jjrod,  betwi&t  the  faithftil  heart,  and  thy  Church  on 
earth,  with  that  in  heaven ;  how  accurate  in  eacJi  of 
these,  in  all  their  powers  and  parts,  compaared  with 
other !  So  hath  God  ordered  the  believing  soul,  that, 
it  hath  neither  too  mui^  shortness  of  grace,  nor  too 
much  height  of  conceit,  nor  too  much  br^dth  of  pasr 
eion:  so  nath  he  ordered  his  visible  C&iujch,  that 
there  is  a  necessary  inequality,  without  any  dispro- 
portion ;  a  height  of  government,  a  length  of  extent, 
a  breadth  of  jurisdiction  duly  answerable  to  each 
other:  so  hath  he  ordered  Ms  triiunphant  Churdi 
above,  that  it  hath  a  length  of  eternity,  answered 
with  a  height  of  perfection,  and  a  breadUi  of  incom- 
preihensible  glory. 

In  matter: — all  was  hwe  of  the  beat:  the  wood 
■was  precious,  sweet,  lasting ;  the  stones  beautiAil, 
costly,  insensible  of  age  ;  the  gold  pure  and  glittering : 
so  are  the  graces  of  God's  .children,  excellent  in  their 
mature,  dear  in  th^ir  a^iceptati;«(i,'eibcmal  in  their  use ; 
80  are  the  ordinaneea  of  God  in  his  Chuni,  holy, 


COHT.  T,]  THB  TBHPLE.  1J9 

comfortable,  ineka^&hh ;  so  is  the  pfflfection  of  his 
^orified  Baints  ineomparalile,  unconoeivaUe. 

Id  BLbnaytion : — the  onier  parts  were  here  more 
comiQOS,  the  innar  more  holy  and  peculiarly  peserved. 
I  find  one  court  of  the  temple  open  to  the  uocleui, 
to  -the  Tjneircuniflifled ;  within  that,  another  open  only 
to  the  Iraaelitei,  and  of  them,  to  Hm  clean ;  within 
that  yet  anoither,  proper  only  to  the  priests  and  Le- 
■rites,  where  was  the  Iwazen  altar  for  aaorifioe,  and  the 
biaiien  sea  for  ^raehin^ ;  the  eyes  of  the  laiby  might 
fD!lIoir  their  oUataons  in  hitlter,  their  feet  mi^ 
not 

Ye*  moM,  in  the  covered  rooms  of  the  temple,  there 
is  Either  the  {ffieete  only  may  enter,  not  the  Iievitee ; 
diece  is,  wMtiber  the  high  priest  only  may  enter,  not 
his  brethren. 

It  is  thus  in  every  reaiaved  man,  the  individual 
teanpd«  of  God;  tiieottfeirard  parts  are  allowed  com- 
mon  to  God  and  the  world ;  the  iuwardest  and  seoeet- 
est,  which  is  the  heart,  is  rseemed  only  for  ihe  God 
tba^  made  it.  It  is  l^ns  in  the  Church  visible ;  the 
&lae  and  foul-hearted  hypocrite  hath  acoege  to  the 
holy  cHxlinances  of  (Sod,  andtreddeinhis  courts;  only 
ilte  tnre  Christiaa  hath  entire  and  private  oonversa' 
tion  with  the-Holy  One  of  Israel;  he  only  is  admitted 
iinto  ^the  holy  of  holies,  and  esttbere  within  the  ^onous 
[rail  of  heaven. 

£f  lro«  the  walls  we  lodk  nnbe  ihe  fumiture ;  what 
is  i&B  altar,  whweon  our  sacrifices  of  prayer  wid 
sTaises  are  c^ered  to  the  Almighty  but  a  contiate 
Iteart ;  what  the  golden  candlealJcis,  but  the  illumined 
imdei^tanding,  whenein  the  light  of  the  knowledge 
nf  God  and  his  divine  fwiU  fihrnetih  ifor  ever  ?  Wihat 
!lihe  tattles  of  ahew-bnead,  but -the  sanctified  memoiy, 
wjiich  keepeth  the  bread  of  life  cimtinaaUy?  Yea,  if 
-we  shall  presume  so  feras'to  enter  into  the  very  closet 
of  God's  orade ;  eiven  there,  0  GU>d,  do  we  .find  our 
.unworthy  hearts  so  honoured  by  ihee,  that  they  are 
made  thy  very  ark,  wherein  thy  royal  law,  and  the- 
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pot  of  thy  heavenly  manna  are  kept  for  ever ;  and 
nom  whose  Propitiatoiy,  shaded  with  the  wings  of 
thy  glorious  angels,  thou  giveat  thy  gracious  testi- 
monies of  thy  good  Spirit,  witnessing  with  ours,  that 
we  are  the  children  of  thee,  the  hving  God. 

Behold,  if  Solomon  built  a  temple  unto  thee,  thou 
hast  built  a  temple  unto  thyself  in  us ;  we  are  not 
only,  through  thy  grace,  living  stones  in  thy  temple, 
but  living  temples  in  thy  Sion.  Oh  do  thou  ever 
dwell  in  this  thine  house,  and  in  this  thy  house  let 
us  ever  serve  thee !  Wherefore  else  hast  thou  a  temple, 
but  for  thypresence  with  us,  and  for  our  worshipping 
of  thee  ?  The  time  was,  when,  as  thy  people,  so  thy- 
self didst  lodge  in  flitting  tents,  ever  shifting,  ever 
moving  ;  thence  thou  thoughtest  best  to  sojourn  both 
in  Shiloh,  and  the  roof  of  Obed-edom ;  after  that, 
thou  condescendest  to  settle  thine  abode  with  men, 
and  wouldst  dwell  in  a  bouse  of  thine  own  at  thy 
Jerusalem.  So  didst  thou  in  the  beginning  lodge 
with  our  first  parents  in  a  tent,  sojourn  with  Israel 
under  the  law,  and  nov  makest  a  constant  residency 
under  the  Gospel,  in  the  hearts  of  thy  chosen  children, 
from  whence  thou  wilt  remove  no  more ;  they  shall 
remove  from  the  world,  fixim  themselves,  thou  shalt 
not  remove  from  them. 

Wheresoever  thou  art,  0  God,  thou  art  worthy  of 
adoration ;  since  thou  ever  wilt  dwell  in  us,  be  thou 
ever  worshipped  in  us.  Let  the  altars  of  our  clean 
hearts  send  up  ever  to  thee  the  sweetest  perfumed 
smokes  of  our  noly  meditations,  and  faithful  prayers, 
and  cheerful  thanksgivings.  Let  the  pure  Ughts  of 
our  faith,  and  godly  conversation,  shine  ever  before 
thee  and  men,  and  never  be  put  out.  Let  the  bread 
of  life  stand  ever  ready  upon  the  pure  and  precious 
tables  of  our  hearts.  Lock  up  thy  law  and  thy  manna 
within  us,  and  speak  comfortably  to  lis  from  thy 
mercy-seat.  Suffer  nothing  to  enter  in  hither  that 
is  unclean:  sanctify  us  \mto  thyself,  and  be  thou 
sanctified  in  us. 

cjiLz^jj-Googlc 
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CONTEMPLATION  VI. 

SOLOMON,  AND  THE  QUEEN  OP  SHEBA. 

God  hath  no  use  of  the  dark  lanterns  of  secret  and 
reserved  perfections;  we  ourselves  do  not  light  up 
candles  to  put  them  under  bushels.  The  great  lights, 
whether  oi  heaven  or  earth,  are  not  intended  to 
obscurity ;  but  as  to  give  lirfit  unto  others,  so  to  be 
seen  themselves.  Dan  and  Beersheba  were  too  strait 
bounds  for  the  fame  of  Solomon,  which  now  hath 
flown  over  all  lands  and  seas,  and  raised  the  world  to 
an  admiration  of  his  more  than  human  wisdom.  Even 
so,  O  thou  everlasting  King  of  peace,  thy  name  is 
great  among  the  Gentiles ;  there  is  no  speech  nor 
language  where  the  report  of  thee  is  not  heard;  "The 
sound  of  thee  is  gone  forth  through  aU  the  earth  ; 
thy  name  is  an  ointment  poured  out,  therefore  the 
virgins  love  thee." 

No  doubt  many  from  all  coasts  came  to  learn  and 
wonder ;  none  with  so  much  note  as  this  noble 
daughter  of  Cham,  who  herself  deserves  the  next 
wonder  to  him  whom  she  came  to  hear  and  admire  ; 
that  a  woman,  a  princess,  a  rich  and  great  queen, 
should  travel  from  the  remotest  south,  from  Sheha,  a 
region  famous  for  the  greatest  delicacies  of  nature,  to 
learn  wisdom,  is  a  matchless  example.  We  know 
merchants  that  venture  to  either  Indies  for  wealth,; 
others  we  know  daily  to  cross  the  seas  for  wanton 
curiosity.  Some  few  philosophers  we  have  known  to 
have  gone  far  for  learning ;  and,  amongst  princes,  it 
is  no  unusual  thing  to  send  their  ambassadors  to  far 
distant  kingdoms,  for  transaction  of  businesses  either 
of  state  or  commerce :  but  that  a  royal  lady  should 
in  person  undertake  and  overcome  so  tedious  a 
journey  only  to  observe  and  inquire  into  the  mysteries 
of  nature,  art,  religion,  is  a  thing  past  both  parallel 
and  imitatioa     Why  do  we  thimt  any  labour  great, 

VOL.  II.  o 
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or  any  way  long,  to  hear  a  greater  than  Solomon  f 
How  justly  stall  the  queen  of  the  South  rise  up  in 
judgment,  and  condemn  us  who  may  hear  wisdom 
crying  in  our  streets,  and  neglect  her! 

Certainly  so  wealthy  a  queen,  and  so  great  a  lover 
of  wisdom  could  not  want  great  scholars  at  home; 
them  she  had  first  opposed  with  her  enigmatical 
demands ;  and  now  finding  herself  unsatisfied,  she 
betakes  herself  to  this  oracle  of  God.  It  is  a  good 
thing  to  doubt,  better  to  be  resolved :  the  mind  that 
never  doubts  shall  leam  nothing ;  the  mind  that  ever 
doubts  shall  never  profit  by  learning.  Our  doubts 
only  serve  to  stir  us  up  to  seek  truth ;  our  resolutions 
settle  us  in  the  truth  we  have  found.  There  were  no 
pleasure  in  resolutions,  if  we  had  not  been  formerij 
troubled  with  doubts ;  there  were  nothing  but  discom- 
fort and  disquietness  in  doubts,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
hope  of  resolution  :  it  is  not  safe  to  suffer  doubts  to 
dwell  too  long  upon  the  heart ;  there  may  be  good  use 
of  them  as  passengers,  dangerous  as  inmates  ;  happy 
are  we,  if  we  can  find  a  Solomon  to  remove  them. 

Fame,  as  it  is  always  a  blab,  so  ofttimes  a  liar. 
The  wise  princess  found  cause  to  distrust  so  uncertain 
an  informer,  whose  reports  are  still  either  doubtful 
or  fabulous  ;  and  like  winds  or  streams,  increase  in 
passing.  If  very  great  things  were  not  spoken  of 
Solomon,  fame  -should  have  wronged  him  ;  and  if  but 
.  just  rumo^irs  were  spread  of  his  wisdom,  there  needed 
much  credulity  to  believe  them.  This  great  queen 
would  not  suffer  herself  to  be  led  by  the  ears,  but 
comes  in  person  to  examine  the  truth  of  foreign 
relations.  How  much  more  unsafe  is  it,  in  the  most 
important  businesses  of  our  souls,  to  trust  the  opi- 
nions and  reports  of  others !  Those  ears  and  eyes 
are  ill  bestowed,  that  do  not  serve  to  choose  and  judge 
for  their  owners. 

When  we  come  to  a  rich  treasure,  we  need  not  be 
bidden  to  cany  away  what  we  are  able.  This  wise 
lady,  as  she  came  far  for  knowledge,  so,  finding  the 
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plenty  of  this  vein,  she  would  not  depart  without  her 
full  load ;  there  was  nothing  wherein  ahe  would  leave 
herself  unsatiafied.  She  knew  that  she  could  not 
every  day  meet  with  a  Solomon,  and  therefore  she 
makes  her  best  use  of  so  learned  a  master  ;  now  she 
empties  her  heart  of  all  her  doubts,  and  fills  it  with 
instruction.  It  is  not  good  neglecting  the  opportu- 
nities of  lumishing  our  souls  with  profitable,  with 
saving  knowledge.  There  is  much  wisdom  in  moving 
a  question  well;  though  there  he  more  in  asaoiling  it: 
what  use  do  we  make  of  Solomon's  teacher,  if,  sitting 
at  the  feet  of  Christ,  we  leave  our  hearts  either  igno- 
rant or  perplexed  ? 

As  if  the  errand  of  this  wealthy  queen  had  been  to 
buy  wisdom,  she  came  with  her  camels  laden  with 
gold  and  precious  stones,  and  rich  odours ;  though  to 
a  mighty  king,  she  will  not  come  to  school  empty 
handed ;  if  she  came  to  fetch  an  invaluable  treasure, 
she  finds  it  reason  to  give  thanks  unto  him  that  kept 
it.  As  he  is  a  fool  that  hath  a.  price  in  his  hand  to 
get  wisdom,  and  wants  a  heart,  so  is  he  unthankful 
that  hath  a  heart  to  get  wisdom,  and  hath  no  price 
in  his  hand ;  a  price  not  coutttervailable  to  what  he 
seeks,  but  retrihutary  to  him  of  whom  he  seeks. 
How  shameful  is  it  to  come  always  with  close  hands 
to  them  that  teach  us  the  great  mysteries  of  salva^ 
tion! 

Expectaticm  is  no  better  than  a  kind^enemy  to 

Sod  deserts.  We  lose  those  objects  which  we  over- 
)k.  Many  had  been  admired,  if  they  had  not  been 
overmuch  befriended  by  fame,  who  now,  in  our  judg- 
ment, are  cast  aa  much  below  their  rank  as  they  were 
fore-imagined  above  it.  This  disadvaJit^e  had  wise 
Solomon  with  the  stranger,  whom  rumour  had  bid  to 
look  for  incredible  excdlences  ;  yet  so  wonderful  were 
the  graces  of  Solomon,  that  they  overcame  the 
highest  expectation,  and  the  most  liberal  belief:  so 
aa  when  she  saw  the  architecture  of  his  buildings, 
the  provisions  of  his  tables,  the  order  of  his  atten- 
02 
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danta,  the  religion  of  his  sacrifices,  she  confessed  both 
her  unjust  incredulity  in  not  believing  the  report  of 
hia  wisdom,  and  the  injury  of  report  in  under-rating 
it.  "  I  believed  not  the  words  till  I  came,  and  mine 
eyes  bad  seen  it,  and  lo !  the  one-half  was  not  told 
me,"  Her  eyes  were  more  sure  informers  than  her  ears. 
She  did  not  so  much  hear  as  see  Solomon's  wisdom 
in  these  real  effects.  His  answers  did  not  so  much 
demonstrate  it,  as  his  prudent  government.  There 
are  some  whose  speeches  are  witty,  while  their  car- 
riage is  weak  ;  whose  deeds  are  incongruities,  while 
their  words  are  apophthegms.  It  is  not  worth  the 
name  of  wisdom  that  may  be  heard  only,  and  not 
seen.  Good  discourse  is  but  the  froth  of  wisdom ; 
the  pure  and  solid  substance  of  it  is  in  well-framed 
actions :  "  If  we  know  these  things,  happy  are  we  if 
we  do  them." 

And  if  this  great  person  admired  the  wisdom,  the 
buildings,  the  domestic  order  of  Solomon,  and  chiefly 
his  stately  ascent  into  the  bouse  of  the  Lord,  how 
should  our  souls  be  taken  up  with  wonder  at  thee,  0 
thou  true  Son  of  David,  and  Prince  of  everlasting 
'peace,  who  receivedst  the  Spirit  not  by  measure !  who 
hast  built  this  glorious  house  not  made  with  hands, 
even  the  heaven  of  heavens  t  whose  infinite  provi- 
dence hath  sweetly  disposed  of  all  the  family  of  thy 
creatures,  both  inlieaven  and  earth  ;  and  who  lastly, 
didst  "aicend  up  on  high,  and  leddest  captivity 
captive,  and  gavest  gifts  to  men !" 

So  well  had  this  studious  lady  profited  by  the 
lectures  of  that  exquisite  master,  that  now  she  envies, 
she  magnifies  none  but  them  who  may  live  within 
the  air  of  Solomon's  wisdom ;  "  Happy  are  the  men, 
and  happy  are  thy  servants,  which  stand  continually 
before  thee,  and  that  hear  thy  wisdom !"  as  if  she 
could  have  been  content  to  have  changed  her  throne 
for  the  footstool  of  Solomon.  It  is  not  easy  to  con- 
ceive how  great  a  blessing  it  is  to  live  under  those 
lips  which  do  both  preserve  knowledge,  and  utter  it 
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If  we  were  not  glutted  with  good  counsel,  we  should 
find  no  relish  in  any  worldly  contentment,  in  com- 

Earison   thereof;  but  he  that  is   tull,   despiseth   a 
oneycomb. 

She,  whom  her  own  experience  had  taught  how 
happy  a  thing  it  is  to  have  a  skilful  pilot  sitting  at 
the  stem  of  the  state,  blesseth  Israel  for  Solomon, 
blesseth  God  for  Israel,  blesseth  Solomon  and  Israel 
mutually  in  each  other ;  "  Blessed  be  the  Lord  thy 
God  which  delighteth  in  thee,  to  set  thee  on  the 
throne  of  IsraeL  Because  the  Lord  loved  Israel  for 
ever,  therefore  made  he  thee  king,  to  do  judgment 
and  justice."  It  w&a  not  more  Solomon's  advance- 
ment to  be  king  of  Israel,  than  it  was  the  advancement 
of  Israel  to  be  governed  by  a  Solomon.  There  is  no 
earthly  proof  of  God's  love  to  any  nation  comparable 
to  the  substitution  of  a  wise  and  pious  governor :  to 
him  we  owe  our  peace,  our  life,  and,  which  is  deserv- 
edly dearer,  the  life  of  our  souls,  the  GuspeL  But,  0 
God,  how  much  hast  thou  loved  thine  Israel  for  ever, 
in  that  thou  haat  set  over  it  that  righteous  branch  of 
Jesse,  whose  name  is  "Wonderful,  Counsellor,  the 
Mighty  God,  the  Everlasting  Father,  the  Prince  of 
Peace,  in  whose  days  Judah  shall  be  saved,  and  Israel 
shall  dwell  safely !  Sing,  0  heaven,  and  rejoice,  0 
earth,  and  break  forth  into  singing,  0  mountains ; 
for  God  hath  comforted  his  people,  and  will  have  ever- 
lasting mercy  upon  his  afflicted !" 

The  queen  of  Sheba  did  not  bring  her  gold  and 
precious  stones  to  look  on,  or  to  recarry,  but  to  give 
to  a  wealthier  than  herself  She  gives  therefore  to 
Solomon  a  hundred  and  twenty  talents  of  gold,  be- 
sides costly  stones  and  odours.  He  that  mside  silver 
in  Jerusalem  as  stones,  is  yet  richly  presented  on  all 
bauds.  The  rivers  still  run  into  the  sea ;  to  him  that 
hath  shall  be  given.  How  should  wo  bring  unto  thee, 
O  thou  King  of  heaven,  the  purest  gold  of  thine  own 
graces,  the  sweetest  odours  of  our  obediences !  Was 
not  this  withal  a  type  of  that  homage  which  should 
o  3 
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be  done  unto  thee,  0  Saviour,  by  the  beads  of  the 
nations  ?  "  The  kings  of  Tarshish  and  the  islea  bring 
presents ;  the  kings  of  Sheba  and  Saba  bring  gifts ; 
yea,  all  kings  shall  worship  thee,  all  nations  shall 
serve  thee,"  They  cannot  enrich  themselvea,  but  by 
giving  unto  thee. 

It  could  not  stand  with  Solomon's  magnificence  to 
receive  rich  courtesies  without  a  return ;  the  greater 
the  person  was,  the  greater  was  the  obligation  of 
requital.  The  gifts  of  mean  persons  are  taken  but  as 
tributes  of  duty.  It  is  dishonourable  to  take  from 
equals,  and  not  to  retribute ;  there  was  not  therefore 
more  freedom  in  her  gift  than  in  her  receipt ;  her  own 
will  was  the  measure  of  both ;  she  gave  what  she 
would,  she  received  whatsoever  she  would  ask  ;  and 
she  had  little  profited  by  Solomon's  school,  if  she  had 
not  learned  to  ask  the  best.  She  returns  therefore 
more  richly  laden  than  she  came ;  she  gave  to  Solo- 
mon, as  a  thankful  client  of  wisdom ;  Solomon  returns 
to  her,  as  a  munificent  patron,  according  to  the  libe- 
rality of  a  king.  We  shall  be  sure  to  be  gainers  by 
whatsoever  we  give  unto  thee,  0  thou  God  of  wisdom 
and  peace !  Oh  that  we  could  come  from  the  remote 
regions  of  our  infidelity  and  worldliness,  to  learn 
wisdom  of  thee,  who  both  teaobeat  and  givest  it 
abundantly,  without  upbraiding,  without  grudging, 
and  could  bringwith  us  the  poor  presents  of  ourfaith- 
fiil  desires  and  sincere  services !  how  wouldst  thou 
receive  us  with  a  gracious  acceptation,  and  send  us 
away  laden  with  present  comfort,  with  eternal  glory ! 


CONTEMPLATION  VIL 

solomom's  dbfbotioh. 

Since  the  first  man  Adam,  the  world  hatb  not  yielded 
either  so  great  an  example  of  wisdom,  or  so  fearful 
an  example  of  apostasy,  as  Solomon.  What  human 
knowledge  Adam  bad  in  the  perfection  of  nature  by 


coKi.  til]         solohob's  dbfbciioh.  127 

creation,  Solomon  had  by  infusion,  both  fullj,  both 
from  one  fountain.  If  Adam  called  all  creatures  b; 
their  names,  Solomon  spake  from  the  cedars  of  Le- 
banon, to  the  moss  that  springs  out  of  the  wall ;  and 
besides  these  vegetables,  tnere  was  no  beast,  nor  fowl, 
nor  fish,  nor  creeping  thing,  that  escaped  hia  discourse. 
Both  fell,  both  fell  by  one  means ;  as  Adam,  so  might 
Solomon  have  said,  "  The  woman  deceived  me."  It 
is  true,  indeed,  that  Adam  fell  as  all,  Solomon  as  one, 
yet  so  as  that  this  one  is  the  pattern  of  the  frailty  bt 
all.  If  knowledge  could  have  given  an  immunity 
from  sin,  both  had  stood.  Affections  are  those  feet 
of  the  soul,  on  which  it  either  stands  or  fella ;  "  Solo- 
mon loved  many  outlandish  women."  I  wonder  not 
if  the  wise  king  miscarried  ;  every  word  hath  bane 
enough  for  a  man.  Women,  many  women,  outlandish, 
idolatrous,  and  those  not  only  bad,  but  doted  on ;  sex, 
multitude,  nation,  condition,  all  CMispired  to  the  ruin 
of  a  Solomon.  If  one  woman  unmd  all  mankind, 
what  marvel  is  it,  if  many  women  undid  one  ?  yet, 
had  those  many  been  the  daughters  of  Israel,  they 
had  tempted  him  only  to  lust,  not  to  misdevotion ; 
now  they  were  of  those  nations,  whereof  the  Lord 
had  said  to  the  children  of  Israel,  "  Go  not  ye  in  to 
them,  nor  let  them  come  in  to  you,  for  surely  they 
will  turn  your  hearts  after  their  gods."  To  them  did 
Solomon  join  in  love ;  who  can  marvel,  if  they  dis- 
joined his  heart  Irom  God  i  Satan  bath  found  this 
bait  to  take  so  well,  that  he  never  changed  it  since 
he  crept  into  Paradise.  How  many  have  we  known, 
wIwKie  neada  have  been  broken  with  thetr  own  rib ! 

In  the  first  world,  the  soaa  of  God  saw  the  daughr 
ters  of  men,  and  took  them  wives  of  all  they  liked  ; 
they  multiplied  not  children,  but  iniquities.  Balaam 
knew  well,  if  the  dames  of  Hoab  could  make  the 
Israditea  wanton,  they  should  soon  make  them  idola- 
ters. All  lies-open,  where  the  covenant  is  not  both 
made  with  the  eye  and  kept. 

It  was  the  charge  of  God  to  the  kings  of  Israel 
a  4 
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before  they  were,  that  they  should  not  multiply  wives. 
Solomon  bath  gone  bejrond  the  stakes  of  the  law,  and 
now  is  ready  to  lose  himself  amongst  a  thousand  bed- 
fellows. Whoao  lays  tbe  reins  on  the  neck  of  bis 
carnal  appetite,  cannot  promise  where  he  will  rest. 
0  Solomon,  where  was  thy  wisdom,  while  thine  affec- 
tions run  away  with  thee  into  so  wild  a  voluptuous- 
ness t  What  boots  it  thee  to  discourse  of  all  things, 
whilst  thou  misknowest  thyself?  The  perfections  of 
speculation  do  not  argue  the  inward  powers  of  self- 
government  :  tbe  eye  may  be  clear,  while  the  h&nd  is 
palsied.  It  is  not  so  much  to  be  heeded,  how  the 
soul  is  informed,  as  how  it  is  disciplined ;  the  light 
of  knowledge  doth  well,  but  the  due  order  of  the 
affections  doth  better.  Never  any  mere  man,  since 
the  first,  knew  so  much  as  Solomon  ;  many  that  have 
known  less,  have  had  more  command  of  themselves. 
A  competent  estate,  well  husbanded,  is  better  than  a 
vast  patrimony  neglected. 

There  can  be  no  safety  to  that  soul,  where  is  not  a 
strait  curb  upon  our  desires.  If  our  lusts  be  not  held 
under  as  slaves,  they  will  rule  as  tyrants.  Nothing 
can  prevent  tbe  extremity  of  our  miscarriage,  but 
early  and  strong  denials  of  our  concupiscence :  had 
Solomon  done  thus,  delicacy  and  lawless  greatness 
had  not  led  him  into  these  bogs  of  intemperance. 

The  ways  of  youth  are  steep  and  slippery,  wherein 
as  it  is  easy  to  fall,  so  it  is  commonly  relieved  with 
pity ;  but  the  wanton  inordinations  of  a^  are  not 
more  unseasonable  than  odious ;  yet,  behold,  Solomon's 
younger  years  were  studious  and  innocent,  his  over- 
hastened  age  was  licentious  and  misgoverned ;  "  For, 
when  Solomon  was  old,  his  wives  turned  away  his 
heart  after  other  gods."  If  any  age  can  secure  us 
from  tbe  danger  of  a  spiritual  fall,  it  is  our  last.  And 
if  any  man's  old  age  might  secure  him,  it  was  Solo- 
mon's, the  beloved  of  God,  the  oracle,  the  miracle 
of  wisdom :  who  would  have  looked  hut  that  the 
blossoms  of  so  hopeful  a  spring  should  have  yielded 
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a  goodly  and  pleasant  fruit  in  the  autumn  of  age  ? 
Yet  behold,  even  Solomon's  old  age  vicious !  There 
is  no  time  wherein  we  can  be  safe,  while  we  cany 
this  body  of  sin  about  us.  Youth  is  impetuous,  mid 
age  stubborn,  old  age  weak,  all  dangerous :  s^  not 
now,  "  The  fiirj  of  my  youthful  flashes  is  over,  Ishall 
henceforth  find  my  heart  calm  and  impregnable ;" 
while  thou  seest  old  Solomon  doting  upon  his  concu- 
bines, yea,  upon  their  idolatry. 

It  is  no  presuming  upon  time,  or  means,  or  strength. 
How  many  have  begun  and  proceeded  well,  who  yet 
have  shamed  themselves  in  their  last  st^e !  If  God 
uphold  us  not,  we  cannot  stand ;  if  God  uphold  us, 
we  cannot  fall.  When  we  are  at  the  strongest,  it  is 
the  best  to  be  weak  in  ourselves ;  and  when  at  our 
weakest,  strong  in  him,  in  whom  we  can  do  all  things. 

I  cannot  .yet  think  so  hard  of  Solomon,  that  he 
would  project  his  person  to  Ashtaroth  the  goddess  of 
the  Sidonians,  or  Milcom  the  idol  of  the  Ammonites, 
or  Chemosh  the  abomination  of  Moab.  He  that  knew 
all  things  from  the  shrub  to  the  cedar,  could  not  be 
ignorant  that  these  statues  were  but  stocks,  or  stones, 
or  metals,  and  the  powers  resembled  by  them  devils. 
It  is  not  like  he  could  be  so  insensate  to  adore  such 
deities ;  but  so  far  was  the  uxorious  king  blinded  with 
affection,  that  he  gave  not  passage  only  to  the  idola- 
try of  his  heathenish  wives,  hut  fiirtherance. 

So  did  he  dote  upon  their  persons,  that  he  humoured 
them  in  their  sins :  their  act  is  therefore  his,  because 
his  eyes  winked  at  it ;  his  hand  advanced  it.  He  that 
built  a  temple  to  the  living  God,  for  himself  and 
Israel,  in  Son,  built  a  temple  to  Chemosh  in  the 
Mount  of  Scandal,  for  his  mistresses  of  Moab,  in  the 
very  face  of  God's  house.  No  hill  about  Jerusalem 
was  free  from  a  chapel  of  devils ;  each  of  his  dames 
had  their  puppets,  their  altars,  their  incense :  because 
Solomon  feeds  them  in  their  superstition,  he  draws 
the  sin  home  to  himself,  and  is  branded  for  what  he 
should  have  forbidden.  Even  our  very  permission 
Q  5 
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appropriates  crimes  to  us.     We  need  no  more  guilti- 
nesB  of  an;  sin,  than  our  willing  toleration. 

Who  can  but  yearn,  and  fear,  to  see  the  woful  wreck 
of  ao  rich  and  goodly  a  vessel  ?  0  Solomon,  wert  not 
thou  he  whose  younger  years  God  honoured  with  a 
message  and  style  of  love  t  to  whom  dod  twice  apr 
peared,  and,  in  a  gracious  visMm,  renewed  the  cove- 
nant of  his  favour  ?  whom  he  singled  out  &om  all 
the  generation  of  men,  to  be  the  founder  of  that 
glorious  temple  which  was  no  less  clearly  the  type  of 
heaven,  than  thou  wert  of  Christ  the  Son  of  the  ever- 
living  Grod  I  Wert  not  thou  that  deep  sea  of  wisdom, 
which  G-od  ordained  to  send  forth  rivers  and  fountains 
of  all  divine  and  human  knowledge  to  ali  nations,  to 
all  ages  ?  Wert  not  thou  one  of  those  select  secretaries, 
whose  hand  it  pleased  the  Almighty  to  employ  in 
three  pieces  of  the  divine  monuments  of  sacred  scrip- 
tures ?  Which  of  us  dares  ever  hope  to  aspire  unto 
thy  graces?  which  of  us  can  promise  to  secure  ourselves 
from  thy  ruins  ?  We  fall,  0  Ch>d,  we  iall  to  the  low- 
est hell,  if  thou  prevent  us  not,  if  thou  sustain  us  not ! 
"  Uphold  thou  me,  according  to  thy  word,  that  I  may 
live,  and  let  me  not  be  ashamed  of  my  hope.  Order 
my  steps  in  thy  word,  and  let  not  any  iniquity  have 
dominion  over  me."  All  our  weakness  is  in  ourselves, 
all  our  strength  is  in  thee.  0  God,  be  thou  strong 
in  our  weakness,  that  our  weak  knees  may  be  ever 
steady  in  thy  strength. 

But  in  the  midst  of  the  horror  of  this  spectacle, 
able  to  affiight  all  the  sons  of  men,  behold  some 
glimpse  of  comfort.  Was  it  of  Solomon  that  David 
his  father  prophesied,  "  Though  he  fall,  he  shaU  not 
be  utterly  cast  down,  for  the  Lord  upholdeth  him  with 
his  hand  ?"  If  sensible  grace,  yet  final  mercy  was  not  , 
taken  from  that  beloved  of  God ;  in  the  hardest  of 
this  winter,  the  sap  was  gone  down  to  the  root,  though 
it  showed  not  in  the  branches.  Even  whilst  Solomon 
removed,  that  word  stood  &st,  "  He  shall  be  my  Son, 
and  I  will  be  hia  Father."    He  that  foresaw  his  sin, 
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threatened  and  limited  liia  correction.  "  If  he  break 
my  statutes,  and  keep  not  my  commandments,  then 
vm  I  visit  his  transgression  with  a  rod,  and  his  ini- 
quity with  stripes ;  nevertheless,  my  loving-kindness 
will  I  not  utterly  take  from  Mm,  nor  differ  my  &ith- 
fulnesa  to  fail ;  my  covenant  will  I  not  break,  nor 
alter  the  thing  that  is  gone  out  of  my  mouth."  Be- 
hold, the  favour  of  Crod  doth  not  depend  upon  Solomon '3 
obedience !  If  Solomon  shall  suffer  hia  raithfiilness  to 
foil  towards  his  God,  God  will  not  requite  him  with 
the  feiling  of  his  fiuthfulness  to  Solomon ;  if  Solomon 
break  his  covenant  with  God,  God  will  not  break  his 
covemtat  with  the  father  of  Solomon,  with  the  Son  of 
David :  he  shall  smart,  he  shall  not  perish.  0  gracious 
word  of  the  God  of  all  mercies,  ab^  to  give  strength 
to  the  languishing,  comfort  to  the  despairing,  to  the 
dyiBgi  life !  Whatsoever  we  are,  thou  wilt  be  still 
thyself,  0  Hudy  One  of  Israel,  true  to  thy  covenant, 
coQstaat  to  thy  decree ;  the  sins  of  thy  chosen  cau 
neitiier  finistrate  thy  counsel,  nor  outstrip  thy  mercies. 

Now  I  see  Solomtm,  of  a  wanton  lover,  a  grave 
preacher  of  mortification ;  I  see  him  quenching  those 
inordinate  flames  with  tiie  tears  of  his  lepentance. 
Methinlcs  I  hear  him  sighing  deeply,  betwixt  every 
word  of  that  his  solemn  penance  which  he  would 
needs  enjoin  himself  before  all  the  world  "  I  have 
applied  my  heart  to  know  the  wickedness  of  folly, 
even  the  foolishness  of  madness;  and  I  find  more 
bitter  than  death  the  woman  whose  heart  is  as  nets 
and  snares,  and  her  hands  as  bands :  whoso  pleasetb 
God  shall  be  deliveted  from  her,  but  the  sinner  shall 
be  taken  by  her." 

Solomon  was  taken  as  a  sinner,  delivered  as  a 
penitent.  His  soul  escaped  as  a  bird  out  of  the 
snare  of  the  fowlers  ;  the  snare  was  broken,  and  he 
delivered  It  is  good  for  us  that  he  was  both  taken 
and  delivered ;.  taken  that  we  mi^ht  not  presume,  and 
that  we  might  not  despair,  delivered  He  sinned, 
a  6 
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that  we  might  not  ein  ;  he  recovered,  that  we  might 
not  sink  under  our  sin. 

But  oh  the  justice  of  God,  inseparable  from  his 
mercy !  Solomon's  sin  shall  not  escape  the  rod  of 
men :  rather  than  so  wise  an  offender  shall  want 
enemies,  God  shall  raise  up  three  adversaries  unto 
Solomon  ;  Hadad  the  Edomite,  Bezon  the  king  of 
Aran,  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat ;  whereof  two  were 
foreign,  one  domestical  Nothing  but  love  and  peace 
sounded  in  the  name  of  Solomon,  nothing  else  was 
found  in  his  reign,  while  he  held  in  good  terms  with 
his  God  ;  but,  when  once  he  fell  foul  with  his  Maker, 
all  things  began  to  he  troubled.  There  are  whips 
laid  up  against  the  time  of  Solomon's  foreseen  offence, 
which  are  now  brought  forth  for  his  correction.  On 
purpose  was  Hadad,  the  son  of  the  king  of  Edom,  hid 
in  a  corner  of  Egypt,  from  the  sword  of  David  and 
Joab,  that  he  might  be  reserved  for  a  scourge  to  the 
exorbitant  son  of  David.  God  would  have  us  make 
account  that  our  peace  ends  with  our  innocence. 
The  same  sin  that  sets  debate  betwixt  God  and  us, 
arms  the  creatures  t^ainst  us ;  it  were  pity  we  should 
be  at  any  quiet,  while  we  are  fallen  out  with  the  God 
of  peace. 
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CONTEMPLATION  I. 

BEHOBOAM. 

Who  would  not  but  have  looked  that  seven  hundred 
wives,  and  three  hundred  concubines,  should  have 
furnished  Solomon's  palace  with  choice  of  heirs,  and 
have  peopled  Israel  with  royal  issue  ?  and  now,  be- 
hold, Solomon  hath  by  all  these  but  one  son,  and  him 
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by  an  AmmonitesB.  Uany  a  ^oor  man  hath  a  house- 
ful of  children  by  one  wife,  while  this  great  king  hath 
but  one  son  by  many  houseful  of  wives.  Fertility  is 
not  from  the  means,  but  from  the  author :  it  was  for 
Solomon  that  David  sung  of  old,  "  Lo !  children  are 
an  heritage  of  the  Lord,  and  the  fruit  of  the  womb  is 
his  reward !"  How  oft  doth  God  deny  this  heritage 
of  heirs,  where  he  gives  the  lai^est  heritage  of  lands, 
and  gives  most  of  these  living  possessions  where  he 
gives  least  of  the  dead,  that  his  blessings  may  be 
acknowledged  free  unto  both,  entailed  upon  neither ! 

As  the  greatest  persons  cannot  give  themselves 
children,  so  the  wisest  cannot  give  their  children 
wisdom.  Was  it  not  of  E«hoboam  that  Solomon  said, 
"  I  hated  all  my  labour  which  I  had  taken  under  the 
Bun,  because  I  should  leave  it  to  the  man  that  should 
be  after  me  ;  and  who  knoweth  whether  he  shall  be 
a  wise  man  or  a  fool  1  yet  shall  he  rule  over  all  my 
labour,  wherein  I  have  laboured,  and  showed  myseu 
wise  under  the  sun!"  All  Israel  found  that  Solo- 
mon's wit  was  not  propagated ;  many  a  fool  hath  had 
a  wiser  son  than  this  wisest  father  ;  amongst  many 
sons  it  is  no  news  to  find  some  one  defective  ;  Solo- 
mon hath  but  one  son,  and  he  no  miracle  of  wisdom. 
God  gives  purposely  so  eminent  an  instance,  to  teach 
men  to  loot  up  to  heaven,  both  for  heirs  and  graces. 

Solomon  was  both  the  king  of  Israel,  and  the 
&ther  of  Rehoboam,  when  he  was  scarce  out  of  his 
childhood :  Kehoboam  enters  into  the  kingdom  at  a 
ripe  age  ;  yet  Solomon  was  the  man,  and  Rehoboam 
the  child.  Age  is  no  just  measure  of  wisdom ;  there 
are  beardless  sages,  and  grey-headed  children  ;  not 
the  ancient  are  wise,  but  the  wise  is  ancient.  Israel 
wanted  not  for  thousands  that  were  wiser  than  Reho- 
boam ;  yet  because  they  knew  him  to  be  the  son  of 
Solomon,  no  man  makes  questions  of  his  government ; 
in  the  case  of  succession  into  kingdoms  we  may  not 
look  into  the  qualities  of  the  person,  but  into  the 
right.     So  secure  is  Solomon  of  the  people's  fidelity 
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to  Davtd'B  s«ed,  that  he  follows  not  his  Other's  ex- 
ample, in  setting  his  sou  by  him  in  his  own  thrtaie ; 
here  was  no  dftnger  of  a  rivallty  to  enforce  it,  no 
eminency  in  the  son  to  merit  it :  it  sufficeth  him  to 
know  that  no  bond  can  be  surer  than  the  natural 
allemJice  of  subjects.  I  do  not  find  that  the  follow- 
ing ^ings  stood  upon  the  confirmation  of  their  people ; 
but,  as  those  that  knew  the  way  to  their  throne, 
ascended  their  steps  without  aid.  As  yet  the  sove- 
reignty of  David's  house  was  green,  and  unsettled ; 
la-ael  therefore  doth  not  now  come  to  attend  Refao- 
boam,  but  Rehoboam  goes  up  to  meet  Israel :  they 
come  not  to  hia  Jerusalem,  but  he  goes  to  their 
Shechem :  "  To  ^edkem  were  all  Israel  come  to 
make  him  kin^."  If  loyalty  drew  them  together, 
why  not  rather  to  Jerusalem  ?  There  the  majesty  of 
his  father's  temple,  the  magnificence  of  his  palace, 
the  very  stones  in  those  waQs,  besides  the  strength 
of  his  guard,  had  pleaded  strongly  for  their  subjeetiou. 
Shechem  had  been  many  ways  fatal,  was  every  way 
incommodious.  It  is  an  infinite  help  or  disadvantage 
that  arises  &om  circumstances :  the  very  place  puts 
Israel  in  mind  of  a  rebellion  ;  there  Abimelech  had 
raised  uu  his  treacherous  ustupation  over,  and  against 
his  brethren  ;  there  Gaal  against  Abimelech ;  there 
was  Jose]^  sold  by  his  breUiren ;  aa  if  the  very  soil 
had  been  stained  with  pecfidiousness.  The  time  is 
no  less  iU  chosen  ;  Rehoboam  had  ill  counsel  ere  he 
bewrayed  it ;  for  had .  he  speedily  called  up  Isra^ 
before  Jeroboam  could  have  been  sent  for  out  of 
Egypt,  he  hod  found  the  way  clear ;  a  little  delay 
may  lose  a  great  deal  of  opportunity  ;  what  shall  we 
say  of  both,  but  that  misery  is  led  in  by  infatuation. 
Had  not  Israel  been  somewhat  predisposed  to  a 
mutiny,  they  had  never  sent  into  Egypt  for  such  a 
spokesman  as  Jeroboam,  a  fugitive,  a  traitor  to  Solo- 
mon :  long  had  that  crafby  conE^irator  lurked  in  a 
foreign  court.  The  alliances  of  princes  are  not  ever 
necessaij  bonds  of  friendship :  the  brother-in-law  of 
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SotomoD  harbours  this  sn&ke  in  hia  bosom,  and  gives 
that  heat,  which  is  repaid  with  a  sting  to  the  posterity 
of  so  near  an  ally ;  and  now  Solomon's  death  calt 
him  back  to  his  aative  soil.  That  Israel  would  en- 
tertain a  rebel,  it  was  an  ill  sign :  worse  yet,  that 
they  would  countemince  him  ;  worst  of  all,  that  they 
would  employ  him.  Nothing  doth  more  bewray  evil 
intentions,  than  the  choice  of  vicious  agents.  Those 
that  mean  well,  wiU  not  hazard  either  the  success  or 
credit  of  their  actions  upon  offensive  instrumenta ; 
none  but  the  sluttish  will  wipe  their  &ce8  with  foul 
cloth&  Upright  hearts  would  have  said,  as  David 
did  to  Grod,  so  to  his  anointed :  "  Bo  not  I  hate  them 
that  hate  thee  ?  yea,  I  hate  them  with  a  perfect 
hatred."  Jeroboam's  head  had  been  a  fit  present  to 
have  been  tendered  unto  their  new  king ;  and  now, 
instead  thereof,  they  tender  themselveB  to  Jeroboam, 
as  the  head  of  their  &ction. 

Had  not  Rehoboam  wanted  spirits,  he  had  first, 
after  Solomon's  example,  done  justice  to  his  fether's 
traitor,  and  then  have  treated  of  mercy  towards  his 
subjects ;  the  people  soon  foimd  the  weakness  of 
their  new  sovereign,  else  they  durst  not  have  spoken 
to  him  by  so  obnoxious  a  tongue ;  "  Thy  father  made 
our  yoke  grievous,  make  thou  it  lighter,  and  we  will 
serve  thee,"  Doubtless  the  crafty  head  of  Jeroboam 
was  in  this  suit  which  his  mouth  uttered  in  the  name 
of  Israel :  nothing  could  have  been  more  subtle :  it 
seemed  a  promise,  it  was  a  threat ;  that  which 
seemed  a  supplication  was  a  complaint :  humility  was 
but  a  veil  of  diBContentment :  one  hand  held  a  paper, 
the  other  a  sword.  Had  they  said,  "  Free  us  from 
tributes,"  the  capitulation  had  been  gross,  and 
strongly  savouring  of  sedition  ;  now  they  say,  "  Ease 
us,"  they  profess  his  power  to  impose,  and  their 
willingness  to  yield ;  only  craving  favour  in  the  height 
of  the  imposition.  If  Itehoboam  yield,  he  blemishes 
his  father :  if  he  deny,  he  endangers  his  kingdom  ; 
his  wilfulness  sluUl  seem  worthily  to  abandon  his 
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sceptre,  if  be  stick  at  so  unreaBooable  a  suit :  surely 
Israel  came  with  a  purpose  to  cavil ;  Jeroboam  had 
secretly  troubled  these  waters,  that  he  might  fish 
more  gainfully.  One  malcontent  is  enough  to  em- 
broil a  whole  kingdom 

How  harshly  must  it  needs  sound  in  the  ears  of 
Rehoboam,  that  the  first  word  he  hears  from  his 
people,  is  a  querulous  challenge  of  his  father's  govern- 
ment ;  "  Thy  father  made  our  yoke  grievoua"  For 
aught  I  see,  the  suggestion  was  not  more  spiteful 
than  unjust  Where  was  the  weight  of  this  yoke, 
the  toil  of  these  services  ?  Here  were  none  of  the 
turmoils  of  war ;  no  trainings,  marchings,  encampings, 
entrenchings,watchings,  minings,  sieges,  fortifications; 
none  of  that  tedious  world  of  work  that  attends  hos- 
tility :  Solomon  had  not  his  name  for  nought ;  all 
was  calm  during  that  long  reign  :  and  if  they  had 
paid  dear  for  tbeir  peace,  they  had  no  cause  to  com- 
plain of  a  hard  match ;  the  warlike  times  of  Saul  and 
David  had  exhausted  their  blood,  together  with  their 
substance.  What  ingratitude  was  Uiis  to  cry  out  of 
ease !  Yea,  but  that  peace  brought  forth  costly  and 
laborious  buildings :  GW's  house,  and  the  king's,  the 
walla  of  Jerusalem,  Hazor,  Megiddo,  and  Gezer,  the 
cities  of  store,  the  cities  of  defence,  could  not  rise 
without  many  a  shoulder ;  true,  but  not  of  any 
Israelites  ;  the  remainders  of  Amorites,  Hittites, 
Perizzites,  Hivites,  and  Jebusites,  were  put  to  all  the' 
drudgery  of  these  great  works  ;  the  tasks  of  Israel, 
were  easy  and  ingenuous,  free  from  serviUty,  free 
from  painfulness.  But  the  chai^  was  theirs,  whose-- 
soever  was  the  labour.  The  diet  of  so  endless  a 
retinue,  the  attendance  of  his  seraglio,  the  purvey- 
ance for  his  forty  thousand  stables,  the  cost  of  his 
sacrifices,  must  needs  weigh  heavy,  certainly,  if  it  had 
Iain  on  none  but  his  own.  But  wherefore  went  Solo- 
mon's navy  every  three  years  to  Ophir?  To  what 
use  served  the  sis  himdred  threescore  and  six  talents 
of  gold,  that  came  in  one  year  to  his  exchequer  ? 
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Wherefore  served  the  large  tributes  of  foreign  na- 
tions ?  How  did  he  make  silver  to  be  in  Jerusalem 
as  stones,  if  the  exactions  were  bo  pre3sive  ?  The 
multitude  is  ever  prone  to  pick  quarrels  with  their 
governors ;  and  whom  they  feared  alive,  to  censure 
dead.  The  benefits  of  so  quiet  and  happy  a  reign 
are  passed  over  in  silence  ;  the  grievances  are  re- 
counted vrith  clamour.  Who  can  hope  that  merit  or 
greatness  can  shield  him  from  obloquy,  when  Solo- 
mon is  traduced  to  his  own  loins  t 

The  preposition  of  Israel  puts  Rehoboam  to  a  deli- 
beration ;  "  Depart  ye  for  three  days,  then  come 
again  to  me."  I  hear  no  other  word  of  his  that 
argued  wisdom :  not  to  give  sudden  resolutions  in 
cases  of  importance  was  a  point  might  well  beseem 
the  son  of  Solomon.  I  wonder  that  he,  who  had  so 
much  wit  as  to  call  for  leisure  in  his  answer,  should 
show  80  little  wit  in  the  improving  of  that  leisure,  in 
the  return  of  that  answer.  Who  cannot  but  hope 
well,  to  see  the  grey  heads  of  Solomon's  secret  council 
called  to  Rehoboam's  cabinet?  As  counsellors,  as 
ancient  as  Solomon's,  they  cannot  choose  but  see  the 
best,  the  safest  course  for  their  new  sovereign :  they 
had  learned  of  their  old  master,  that  "  A  soft  answer 
appeaseth  wrath ;"  wisely  therefore  do  they  advise 
him,  '''  If  thou  wilt  be  a  servant  to  this  people  this 
day,  and  speak  good  words  to  them,  they  will  be  thy 
servants  for  ever,"  It  was  an  easy  condition,  with 
ofte  mouthful  of  breath  to  purchase  an  everlasting 
homage ;  with  one  gentle  motion  of  his  tongue,  to 
bind  all  people's  hearts  to  his  allegiance  for  ever. 
Yet,  as  if  the  motion  had  been  tuitit,  a  new  council 
table  is  called.  Well  might  this  people  say,  What 
will  not  Rehoboam  grudge  us,  if  he  think  much  to 
give  good  words  for  a  kingdom  t  There  is  not  more 
wisdom  in  taking  variety  of  advice,  where  the  matter 
is  doubtful,  than  folly  when  it  is  plain.  The  yoimg 
heads  are  consulted  ;  this  very  change  argues  weak- 
ness ;  some  reason  might  he  pleaded  for  passing  from 
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the  younger  council  to  the  aged  ;  none  for  the  con- 
traiy.  Age  brings  experience  ;  and  it  is  a  shame,  if 
with  the  ancient  he  not  wisdom.  Youth  is  commonly 
rash,  heady,  insolent,  ungovemed,  wedded  to  will, 
led  by  humour,  a  rebel  to  reason,  a  subject  to  possioD, 
fitter  to  execute  than  to  advise.  Grreen  wood  is  ever 
shrinking  and  warping,  whereas  the  well-seasoned 
holds  a  constant  firmness.  Many  a  life,  many  a  soul, 
many  a  flourishing  state  hath  been  ruined  by  undis- 
ciplined monitors ;  such  were  these  of  Behoboam, 
whose  great  stomach  tells  them,  that  this  condition- 
ating  of  subjects  was  no  other  than  an  affront  to  their 
new  master,  and  suggest  to  them,  how  unfit  it  is  for 
majesty  to  brook  so  saucy  a  treaty ;  how  requisite 
and  princely  to  cruBh  this  presumption  in  the  e^. 
As  scorning  therefore  to  be  braved  by  the  base  vulgar, 
they  put  words  of  greatness  and  terror  in  their  new 

Erince ;  "  My  little  finger  shall  be  thicker  than  my 
ither'a  loins  ;  my  taihet  made  your  yoke  heavy,  I 
will  add  to  your  yoke.  My  father  hath  chastised  you 
with  whips,  I  will  chastise  you  with  scorpions."  The 
very  words  have  stings :  now  must  Israel  needs 
think,  How  cruel  will  this  man's  hands  be,  when  he 
thus  draws  blood  with  his  tongue !  Men  are  not 
wont  to  speak  out  their  worst.  Who  can  endure  the 
hopes  of  him  that  promiseth  tyranny  ?  There  can  be 
no  good  use  of  au  indefinite  profession  of  rigour  and 
severity;  fear. is  an  unsafe  guardian  of  any  state, 
much  less  of  an  unsettled :  which  was  yet  worse,  not 
the  sins  of  Israel  were  threatened,  nor  their  purses, 
but  their  persona ;  neither  had  they  desired  a  remis- 
sion of  justice,  but  of  exactions ;  and  now  they  hear 
of  nothing  but  burdens,  and  scourges,  and  scorpions. 
Here  was  a  prince  and  people  well  met :  I  do  not 
find  them  sensible  of  aught,  save  their  own  profit ; 
they  do  not  say,  religion  was  corrupted  in  the  shut- 
ting up  of  thy  father's  days ;  idolatry  found  the  free 
favour  of  priests,  and  temples,  and  sacrifices.  Begin 
thy  reign  with  God ;   purge  the  church,  demolish 
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those  piles  of  abominatioD,  abandon  those  idol-mon- 
gers, restore  devotion  to  her  purity.  They  are  all  for 
Bieir  penny,  for  their  ease.  He,  on  the  other  side,  is 
all  for  his  will,  for  an  imperioua  sovereignty,  without 
any  regard  either  of  their  refonnation  or  satis&ction: 
they  were  worthy  of  load,  that  cared  for  nothing  b«t 
their  backa ;  and  he  worthy  of  such  subjects,  who 
professed  to  affect  their  miseir  and  torment. 

Wlio  would  not  but  have  looked  any  whither  for 
the  cause  of  this  evil,  rather  than  to  heaven  ?  Yet 
the  holy  God  challenges  it  to  himself ;  the  cause  was 
from  the  Lord,  that  he  might  perform  his  saying 
by  Ahijah  the  Shilonite  to  Jeroboam.  As  sin  is  a 
pimishment  of  sin,  it  is  a  part  of  justice  :  the  Ho^ 
One  of  Israel  doth  not  abhor  to  nse  even  the  grossest 
sina  to  his  own  just  purposes.  While  our  wills  are 
free  to  our  own  dioice,  his  decrees  are  as  necessary 
as  just ;  Israel  had  forsaken  the  Lord,  and  worshipped 
Astaroth  the  goddess  of  the  Sidonians,  and  Gfaemosh, 
and  Milcom ;  God  owes  them  and  Solomon  a  whip*' 
ping ;  the  forwardness  of  Rehoboam  shall  pay  it 
them.  I  see  Jeroboam's  plot,  the  people's  insolence, 
the  young  men's  misadvice,  the  prince  a  unreasonable 
austerity  meeting  together,  through  the  wise  provi- 
dence of  the  Almighty,  unwittingly  to  accomplish 
his  most  just  decree.  All  these  might  have  done 
otherwise,  for  any  force  that  was  offered  to  their  will ; 
all  would  no  more  do  otherwise,  than  if  there  had 
been  no  predetermination  in  heaven  ;  that  God  may 
be  ma^fied  in  bis  wisdom  and  justice,  while  man 
wittingly  perisheth  in  his  folly. 

That  three  days'  expectation  had  warmed  these 
smoking  Israelites,  and  made  them  ready  for  a  com- 
bustion ;  upon  so  peremptory  a  reeohition  of  rigour, 
the  flame  bursts  out,  which  ijl  the  waters  of  the  well 
of  Bethlehem  could  never  quench.  The  furious  mul- 
titude flies  out  into  a  desperate  revolt ;  "  What  por- 
tion have  we  in  David  ?    Neither  have  we  inheritance 
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in  the  son  of  Jesse.  To  your  tents,  0  Israel;  now, 
see  to  thine  own  liouse,  Davii" 

How  durat  these  seditious  mouths  mention  David 
in  defiance  ?  One  vould  ]iave  thought  that  very 
name  had  been  able  to  have  tempered  their  fury,  and 
to  have  contained  them  within  the  limits  of  obedi- 
ence. It  was  the  father  of  Rehoboam,  and  the  sou 
of  David,  that  had  led  Israel  into  idolatry ;  Solomon 
hath  drawn  contempt  upon  his  father,  and  upon  his 
son.  If  Israel  have  cast  off  their  God,  is  it  marvel 
that  they  shake  off  hia  anointed  7  Irreligion  is  the 
way  to  disobedience ;  there  can  be  no  true  subjection, 
but  out  of  conscience  ;  they  cannot  make  conscience 
of  civil  duties,  who  make  none  of  divine. 

In  vain  shall  Rehoboam  hope  to  prevail  by  his 
officer,  when  himself  is  rejected.  The  persons  of 
princes  carry  in  them  characters  of  majesty;  when 
their  presence  works  not,  how  should  their  message  ? 
If  Adoram  solicit  the  people  too  late  with  good  words, 
ihey  answer  him  with  stonea  Nothing  is  more  iin- 
tractable  and  violent  than  an  enraged  multituda  It 
was  time  for  Rehoboam  to  betake  himself  to  his 
chfiriot ;  he  saw  those  stones  were  thrown  at  him  in 
his  Adoram.  As  the  messenger  suffers  for  his  master, 
so  the  master  suffers  in  his  messenger.  Had  Reho- 
boam been  in  Adoram's  clothes,  this  death  had  been 
his ;  only  flight  can  deliver  him  from  those  that 
might  have  been  subjects;  Jerusalem  must  be  his 
renige  against  the  conspiracy  of  Shechem. 

Bless^  be  God  for  lawfiil  government :  even  a 
mutinous  body  cannot  want  a  head.  If  the  rebel- 
lious Israelites  have  cast  off  their  true  sovereign, 
they  must  choose  a  false :  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  N»- 
bat,  must  he  the  man.  He  had  need  be  skilful,  and 
sit  sure,  tliat  shall  back  the  horse  which  hath  cast 
his  rider.  Israel  could  not  have  anywhere  met  with 
more  craft  and  courage  than  they  found  in  this  leader. 

Rehoboam  returns  to  Jerusalem  lighter  by  a  crown 
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than  he  went  forth  ;  Judah  and  Benjamin  Btick  still 
faat  to  their  loyalty ;  the  example  of  a  general  rebel- 
lion cannot  make  them  unfaithful  to  the  house  of 
David :  God  will  ever  reserve  a  remnant  free  from  the 
common  contagion.  Those  tribes,  to  approve  their 
valour  no  less  than  their  fidelity,  will  fight  against 
their  brethren  for  their  prince,  and  will  hazard  their 
lives  to  reduce  the  crown  to  the  son  of  Solomon.  A 
hundred  and  fourscore  thousand  of  them  are  up  in 
arms,  ready  to  force  Israel  to  their  denied  subjection. 
No  noise  sounded  on  both  parts  but  military;  no  man 
thought  of  anything  but  blood ;  when  suddenly  God 
sends  his  prophet  to  forbid  the  battle,  Shemaiah 
comes  with  a  message  of  cessation :  "  Ye  shall  not 
go  up,  nor  fight  against  your  brethren  the  children  of 
Israel :  return  every  man  to  his  house ;  for  this  thing 
is  from  me,  saith  the  Lord."  The  word  of  one  silly 
prophet  dismisses  these  mighty  armies :  he  that 
would  not  lay  down  the  threats  of  his  rigour,  upon 
the  advice  of  his  ancient  counsellors,  will  lay  dowB 
his  sword  upon  the  word  of  a  seer.  Shall  we  envy 
or  sbame  to  see  how  much  the  prophets  of  the  Old 
Testament  could  do :  how  little  those  of  the  New  ? 
If  our  commission  be  no  less  from  the  same  Grod,  the 
difierencc  of  success  cannot  go  away  unrevengei 

There  was  yet  some  grace  in  Rehoboam,  that  he 
would  not  spurn  against  that  which  God  challenged 
as  his  own  work.  Some  godless  rufiian  would 
have  said.  Whosoever  is  the  author,  I  will  be  re- 
venged on  the  instruments.  Rehoboam  hath  learned 
this  lesson  of  his  grandfather,  "  I  held  my  peace,  be- 
cause thou,  Lord,  nast  done  it."  If  he  might  strive 
with  the  multitude,  he  knew  it  was  no  striving  with 
his  Maker:  quietly  therefore  doth  he  lay  down  his 
arms,  not  daring,  after  that  prohibition,  to  seek  the 
recoveiy  of  his  kingdom  by  blood. 

Where  God's  purposes  are  hid  from  us,  we  must 
take  the  feirest  ways  of  all  lawful  remedies ;  but 
where   God   hath  revealed   his  determinations,  we 
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must  Bit  down  in  a  humble  submission  ;  our  strug- 
gling may  aggravate,  cannot  redress  our  miseries. 


CONTEMPLATION  II. 

JBEOBOAM. 

As  there  was  no  public  and  univeisal  conflict  betwixt 
the  ten  tribes  and  the  two,  ao  no  pea,ce.  Either  king 
found  reason  to  fortify  the  borders  of  Ms  own  terri- 
tories. Shechem  was  worthy  to  be  dear  to  Jeroboam; 
a  city,  as  of  old,  seasoned  with  nuuiy  treasons,  so  now 
auspicious  to  his  new  UEiurpation.  The  civil  defection 
was  soon  followed  by  the  spiritual.  As  there  are 
uear  respects  betwixt  God  and  his  anointed,  bo  there 
is  great  affinity  betwixt  treason  and  idolatry ;  there 
is  a  connexion  betwixt  "fear  God"  and  "honour  the 
king  ;"  and  no  less  betwixt  the  neglects  of  both.  In 
■vain  shall  a  man  look  for  faith  in  an  irreligious  heart 
Next  to  Ahithophel,  I  do  not  find  that  Israel 
yielded  a  craftier  head  than  Jeroboam's :  so  hath  he 
plotted  this  conspiracy,  that,  whatever  fall,  there  is 
no  place  for  challenge;  not  bis  own  intrudon,  but 
Israel's  election  hath  raised  him  to  their  throne : 
neither  is  his  cunning  less  in  holding  a  stolen  sceptre. 
Thus  he  thinks  in  himself ;  If  Israel  have  made  me 
their  king,  it  is  but  a  pang  of  discontentment ;  these 
violent  thoughts  will  not  last  always ;  sudden  fita 
have  commonly  sudden  recoveries ;  their  return  to 
their  loyalty  shall  forfeit  my  head,  tt^ether  with  my 
crown ;  they  cannot  return  to  God,  and  hold  off  ^m 
their  lawful  sovereign ;  th^  cannot  return  to  Jeru- 
salem, and  keep  off  from  God,  from  their  loyalty; 
thrice  a  year  will  their  devotion  call  them  up  thither, 
besides  the  exigence  of  their  frequent  vows ;  how  ctm 
they  he  mine,  while  that  glorious  temple  is  in  their 
eye,  while  the  magnificence  of  the  royal  palace  of 
David  and  Solomon  shidl  admonish  them  of  their 
native  allegiance ;  while,  besides  the  solicitation  of 
their  brethren,  the  priests  and  Levites  shall  preach  to 
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tbem  the  necessity  of  their  due  obedience,  and  the 
^Hmiination  of  their  sacrifices  in  their  wilful  dis- 
obedience ;  while  tbey  shall,  hy  their  presence,  put 
thems^ves  upon  the  mercy,  or  justice,  of  their  lawful 
imd  forsaken  prinoe  ?  Eitiier,  therefore,  I  must  di- 
vert them  frtnn  Jerusalem,  or  else  I  cannot  live  and 
ragn  ;  it  is  no  diverting  them  by  a  direct  restraint ; 
such  prohibition  would  both  endanger  their  utter  dis- 
taste, and  whet  their  desire  to  more  eagerness:  I 
may  change  rdigion,  I  may  not  inhibit  it.  So  the 
pei^e  have  a  God,  it  sufficeth  them ;  they  shall  have 
so  much  formiJity  as  may  content  them :  their  zeal 
is  not  so  shaJ^  but  they  can  be  well  pleased  with 
ease.  I  will  proffer  them  both,  a  more  compendious, 
and  more  plausiUe  worship  ;  Jerusalem  ^all  be  sup- 
plied within  mine  own  borders.  Naturally  men  love  to 
see  the  objects  of  their  devotion ;  I  wUl  therefore 
feed  their  eyes  with  two  golden  representations  of 
their  Gkid,   nearer  home:    and  what  can  be  more 

Cper,  than  those  which  Aaron  devised  of  old  to 
nonr  I»^  ? 

Upon  this  pestilent  ground,  Jerohoam  sets  up  two 
calves  in  Dan  and  Bethel,  and  persuades  the  people, 
"  It  is  too  much  for  you  to  go  up  to  Jerusalem  ;  Be- 
hold thy  gods,  0  lara^,  which  brought  thee  out  of  " 
the  land  of  Egypt."  Oh  the  mischief  that  comes  of 
wicked  infidelity!  It  was  God's  prophet  that  had 
rent  Jeroboam'a  garment  into  twelve  pieces,  and  had 
given  ten  of  them  to  him,  in  tolcen  of  his  sharing  the 
ten  tribes ;  who,  with  the  same  breath  also,  told  him, 
that  the  cause  of  this  distraction  was  their  idolatry. 
Yet  now  will  he  institute  an  idolatrous  service  for 
the  holding  together  of  them,  whom  their  idolatiy 
had  rent  ^m  tiieir  true  sovereign  to  him.  He  says 
not,  God  hath  promised  me  this  kingdom ;  God  hath 
conferred  it ;  God  shall  find  means  to  maintain  his 
own  act ;  I  will  obey  him,  let  him  dispose  of  me. 
The  God  of  Israel  is  wise  and  powerful  enough  to 
fetch  about  his  own  designs :  but,  as  if  the  devices  of 
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men  were  stronger  than  God's  providence  and  ordi- 
nation, he  will  be  working  out  his  own  ends  by  pro- 
fane policies.  Jeroboam  being  bom  an  Israelite,  and 
bred  in  the  court  of  a  Solomon,  could  not  but  know 
the  express  charge  of  God  against  the  making  of 
images,  against  the  erecting  of  any  rival  altars  to 
that  of  Jerusalem ;  yet  now,  that  he  sees  both  these 
may  avail  much  to  the  advancing  of  his  ambitious 
project,  he  sets  up  those  images,  those  altars.  Wicked 
men  care  not  to  make  bold  with  God,  in  cases  of  their 
own  commodity.  If  the  laws  of  their  Maker  lie  in 
the  way  of  their  profit  or  promotion,  they  either 
spurn  them  out,  or  tread  upon  them  at  pleasure. 
Aspiring  minds  will  know  no  God  but  honour.  Israel 
sojourned  in  Egypt,  and  brought  home  a  golden  calf; 
Jeroboam  sojourns  there,  and  brought  home  two :  it 
is  hard  to  dwell  in  Egypt  untainted.  Not  to  savour 
of  the  sins  of  the  pla^e  we  live  in,  is  no  less  strange 
than  for  wholesome  liquor,  tunned  up  in  a  musty 
vessel,  not  to  smell  of  the  cask.  The  best  body  may 
he  infected  in  a  contagious  air.  Let  him  beware  of 
Egjpt  that  woiild  be  free  from  idolatry. 

No  sooner  are  Jeroboam's  calves  up,  than  Israel  is 
down  on  their  knees :  their  worship  follows  imme- 
diately upon  the  erection.  How  easily  is  the  unstable 
vulgar  carried  into  whatsoever  religion  of  authority! 
The  weather-cock  will  look  which  way  soever  the 
wind  blows :  it  ia  no  marvel  if  his  subjects  be  brutish, 
who  hath  made  a  calf  his  god. 

Every  accessary  to  sin  is  filthy,  but  the  first  authors 
of  sin  are  abominable.  How  is  Jeroboam  branded  in 
eveiT  of  these  sacred  leaves !  How  do  all  t^ea  ring 
of  his  fact,  with  the  accent  of  dishonour  and  indigna^ 
tion !  "  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nebat,  that  loade 
Israel  to  sin."  It  was  a  shame  for  Israel  that  it 
could  be  made  to  sin  by  a  Jeroboam :  but,  0  cursed 
name  of  Jeroboam,  that  would  draw  Israel  to  sin.  The 
followers  and  abettors  of  evil  are  worthy  of  torment,  but 
no  hell  is  too  deep  for  the  leaders  of  public  wickedness. 
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Religion  ia  clothed  with  many  requisite  circum- 
etances.  As  a  new  king  would  have  a  new  god,  so 
that  new  god  must  have  new  temples,  altars,  services, 
priests,  solenmities :  all  these  hath  Jeroboam  insti- 
tuted ;  all  these  hath  he  cast  in  the  same  motdd  with 
his  golden  calves.  False  devotion  doth  not  more 
cross  than  imitate  the  true.  Satan  is  no  less  a  coun- 
terfeit than  an  enemj  of  Qod ;  he  knows  it  more  easy 
to  adulterate  religion  than  to  abolish  it. 

That  which  God  ordained,  for  the  avoidance  of 
idolatry,  is  made  the  occasion  of  it ;  a  limitation  of 
his  holy  services  to  Jerusalem.  How  mischievously 
do  wicked  men  pervert  the  wholesome  institutions  of 
God  to  their  sin,  to  their  bane  ! 

Jeroboam  could  not  be  ignorant,  how  fearfully  this 
very  act  was  revenged  upon  Israel  in  the  wUdemess ; 
yet  he  dares  renew  it  in  Dan  and  Bethel.  No  example 
of  judgment  can  afiright  wilful  offenders. 

It  is  not  the  metal  that  makes  their  gods,  hut  the 
worship,  the  sacrifices.  What  sacrifices  could  there 
be  without  priests  ?  No  religion  could  ever  w^it 
sacred  masters  of  divine  ceremonies:  God's  clergy 
was  select  and  honourable,  branches  of  the  holy  stem 
of  Aaron  ;  Jeroboam  rakes  up  his  priests  out  of  the 
channel  of  the  multitude  ;  all  tribes,  all  persons  were 
good  enough  for  his  spurious  devotion.  Leaden 
priests  are  well  fitted  to  golden  deities.  Reli^on 
receives  either  much  honour  or  blemish  by  the  quiuity 
of  those  that  serve  at  her  altars.  We  are  not  worthy 
to  profess  ourselves  servants  of  the  true  God,  if  we 
do  not  hold  his  service  worthy  of  the  best. 

Jeroboam's  calves  must  have  sacrifices,  must  have 
solemn  festivities,  though  in  a  day  and  month  of  his 
own  devising.  In  vain  shall  we  pretend  to  worship  a 
god,  if  we  grudge  him  the  just  days  and  rites  of  his 
worship. 

It  is  strange  that  he  who  thought  the  dregs  of  the 
vulgar  good  enough  for  that  priesthood,  would  grace 
those  gods  by  actmg  their  pnest  himself ;  and  yet, 

VOL.  IL  H 
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behold,  wiiere  the  new  king  of  Israel  stands  hefore 
his  new  altar,  with  a  sceptre  in  one  hand  and  a 
censer  in  the  other,  ready  to  sacrifice  to  his  new  gods, 
when  the  man  of  God  comes  from  Judah  with  a 
message  of  judgment !  Oh  desperate  condition  of 
Israel,  that  was  so  far  gone  with  impiety  that  it 
yielded  not  one  faithful  monitor  to  Jeroboam !  The 
time  was,  that  the  erecting  of  but  a  new  altar,  for 
memory,  for  monument,  on  the  other  side  of  Jordan, 
bred  a  challenge  to  the  tribes  of  Reuben,  Gad,  and 
Kanasseh  ;  and  had  cost  much  Israelitish  blood,  if 
the  quarrelled  tribes  had  not  given  a  seasonable  and 
pious  satisfaction :  and  now,  lo,  how  the  stronger 
stomach  of  degenerated  Israel  can  digest  new  altars, 
new  temples,  new  gods !  What  a  difference  there  is 
betwixt  a  church  and  kingdom  newly  breathing  from 
affliction,  and  settled  upon  the  lees  of  a  misused 
pea^e! 

But,  oh  the  patience  and  mercy  of  our  long-suffer- 
ing God,  that  will  not  strike  a  very  Jeroboam 
unwarned !  Judgment  hovers  over  the  heads  of 
ere   it  light.     If  Israel   afford  not  a  bold 


reprover  of  Jeroboam,  Judah  shall.  When  the  king 
of  Israel  is  in  all  the  height  both  of  his  state  and 
superstition,  honouring  his  solemn  day  with  his  rich- 
est devotion,  steps  forth  a  prophet  of  God,  and 
interrupts  that  glorious  service  with  a  loud  inclama- 
tion  of^judgment.  Doubtless  the  man  wanted  not 
wit  to  know  what  displeasure,  what  danger  must 
needs  follow  so  unwelcome  a  message ;  yet  dares  he, 
upon  the  commission  of  God,  do  this  aflront  to  an 
idolatrous  king,  in  the  midst  of  all  his  awfrtl  magni- 
ficence. The  prophets  of  God  go  upon  many  a 
thankless  errand.  He  is  no  messenger  for  God  that 
either  knows  or  fears  the  fiices  of  men. 

It  was  the  altar,  not  the  person  of  Jeroboam,  which 
the  prophet  thus  threatens ;  yet  not  the  stones  are 
stricken,  but  the  founder,  in  both  their  apprehensions. 
So  dear  are  the  devices  of  our  own  brains  to  us,  as  if 


OOHT.  il]  jbboboajl  147 

they  were  incorporated  into  ourselves.  There  is 
no  opposition  whereof  vre  are  so  sensible  &b  that  of 
rel^on. 

^at  the  royal  altar  should  he  thus  polluted  by 
dead  men's  hones,  and  the  blood  of  the  priests,  wa« 
not  more  nnpleasing,  than  that  all  this  should  be 
done  by  a  child  of  the  house  of  David ;  for  Jeroboam 
well  saw,  that  the  throne  and  the  altar  must  stand  or 
fall  together;  that  a  son  of  David  could  not  have 
such  power  over  the  altar,  without  an  utter  subversion 
of  the  government,  of  the  succession  ;  therefore  is  he 
thus  galled  with  tiiis  comminatory  prediction.  The 
rebellions  people  who  had  said,  "  What  portion  have 
we  in  David?"  hear  now  that  David  will  perforce 
have  a  twrtion  in  them  ;  and  might  well  see  what 
beasts  they  had  made  themselves  in  worshipping 
the  ima^  of  a  beast,  and  sacrificing  to  such  a  gcHl  as 
could  not  preserve  his  own  altar  from  violation  and 
ruin. 

All  this  while  I  do  not  see  this  zealous  prophet 
laying  his  hand  to  the  demolition  of  this  idolatrous 
altar,  or  threatening  a  knife  to  the  author  of  this 
depravation  of  religion ;  only  his  tongue  smites  both, 
not  with  foul,  but  sharp  words  of  menace,  not  of 
T^roach.  It  was  for  Josiah,  a  king,  to  shed  the  blood 
of^those  sacrificers,  to  deface  those  idtars :  prophets 
are  for  the  tongue,  princes  for  the  hand ;  prophets 
must  only  denounce  judgment,  princes  execute. 

Future  things  are  present  to  the  Eternal.  It  was 
some  two  hundred  and  sixty  years  ere  this  prophecy 
should  be  fulfilled ;  yet  the  man  of  God  speaks  of  it 
aa  now  in  acting.  What  are  some  centuries  of  years 
to  the  Ancient  of  days  !  How  slow,  and  yet  how  sure 
is  the  pace  of  6od's  revenge  I  It  is  not  in  the  power 
of  time  to  frustrate  God's  determinations ;  there  is 
no  less  justice  nor  severity  in  a  delayed  punishment. 

What  a  perfect  record  there  is  of  all  names  in  the 

roll  of  heaven,  before  they  be,  after  they  are  past ! 

Whatever  seeming  contingency  there  is  in  their  im- 

h2 
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position,  yet  they  fall  under  the  certainty  of  a  decree, 
and  are  better  known  in  heaven  ere  they  be,  than  on 
earth  while  they  are.  He  that  knows  what  names 
we  shall  have,  before  we  or  the  world  have  a  being, 
doth  Bot  oft  reveal  this  piece  of  his  knowledge  to  his 
creature ;  here  be  doth,  naming  the  man  that  should 
be  two  hundred  years  after ;  for  more  assurance  of 
ihe  event,  that  Israel  may  say,  this  man  speaks  &om 
a  God  who  knows  what  ^all  be.  There  cannot  be  a 
more  sure  evidence  of  a  true  Godhead,  than  the  fore- 
knowledge of  those  things  whose  causes  have  yet  no 
hope  of  being ;  but  because  the  proof  of  this  predic- 
tion was  no  more  certain  than  remote,  a  present 
demonstration  shall  convince  the  future ;  "  the  altar 
shall  rend  in  pieces,  the  ashes  shall  be  scattered." 
How  amazedly  must  the  seduced  Israelites  needs  look 
upon  this  miracle !  and  why  do  they  not  think  with 
themselves.  While  these  stones  rend,  why  are  our 
hearts  whole !  Of  what  an  overruling  power  is  the  God 
whom  we  have  forsaken,  that  can  thus  tear  the  altars 
of  his  corrivals !  How  shall  we  stand  before  his  venge- 
ance, when  the  very  atones  break  at  the  word  of  his 
prophet !  Perhaps  some  beholders  were  thus  affected; 
but  Jeroboam,  whom  it  most  concerned,  instead  of 
bowing  his  knees  for  humiliation,  stretcheth  forth  his 
hand  for  revenge,  and  cries,  Lay  hold  on  him.  Reso- 
lute wickedness  is  impatient  of  reproof,  and  instead 
of  yielding  to  the  voice  of  God,  rebeUeth.  Just  and 
discreet  reprehension  doth  not  more  reform  some 
sinners,  than  exasperate  others. 

How  easy  it  is  for  God  to  cool  the  courage  of  proud 
Jeroboam !  the  hand  which  his  rage  stretches  oat, 
tiriea  up,  and  cannot  be  puUed  back  ^ain ;  and  now 
stands  the  king  of  Israel,  like  some  antique  statue, 
in  a  posture  of  impotent  endeavour,  so  disabled  to 
the  hurt  of  the  prophet,  that  he  cannot  command  that 
piece  of  himself.  What  are  the  great  potentates  of 
the  world,  in  the  powerful  hand  of  the  Almighty  ? 
l^rants  cannot  be  so  liarmfiil  as  they  are  malicious. 


coifT.  il]  jbeoboam.  149 

The  strongest  heart  may  be  brought  down  with 
affliction :  now  the  stout  stomach  of  Jeroboam  is 
toMen  to  an  hmnble  deprecation  ;  "  Entreat  now  the 
face  of  the  Lord  thy  Grod,  and  pray  for  me,  that  my 
hand  may  be  restored  me  again."  It  must  needs  be 
a  great  strait  that  could  drire  a  proud  heart  to  beg 
mercy,  where  he  bent  his  persecution  ;  so  doth  Jero- 
boam, holding  it  no  scorn  to  be  beholden  to  an  enemy. 
In  extremities,  the  worst  men  can  be  content  to  sue 
for  favour,  where  they  have  spent  their  malice. 

It  well  becomes  the  prophets  of  God  to  be  mercifiil. 
I  do  not  see  this  seer  to  stand  upon  terms  of  expro- 
bation,  and  overly  contestations  with  Jeroboam,  to 
say.  Inline  intentions  to  me  were  cruel ;  had  thine 
hand  prevailed,  I  should  have  sued  to  thee  in  vain : 
continue  ever  a  spectacle  of  the  feariul  justice  of  thy 
Maker,  whom  thou  hast  provoked  by  thine  idolatry, 
whom  thou  wouldst  have  smitten  in  my  persecution  ; 
but  he  meekly  sues  for  Jeroboam's  release,  and,  that 
Grod  might  abundantly  magnify  both  hia  power  and 
mercy,  is  beard  and  answered  with  success.  We  do 
no  wmt  savour  of  heaven,  if  we  have  not  learned  to 
do  good  for  evil. 

When  boUi  wind  and  sun,  the  blasts  of  judgment 
and  the  beams  of  favour,  met  together  to  work  upon 
Jeroboam,  who  would  not  look  that  he  should  have 
cast  off  his  cumbrous  and  mis-beseeming  cloak  of 
his  idolatiy,  and  have  said.  Lord,  thou  hast  stricken 
me  in  justice,  thou  hast  healed  me  in  mercy  ;  I  will 
provoke  thee  no  more :  this  hand,  which  thou  hast 
restored,  shall  be  consecrated  to  thee,  in  pulling  down 
these  bold  abominations ;  yet  now,  behold,  he  goes  on 
in  his  old  coiu^es,  and,  as  if  God  had  neither  done  him 
good  nor  evil,  lives  and  dies  idolatrous.  No  stone  is. 
more  hard  or  insensate  than  a  sinful  heart ;  the  . 
changes  of  judgment  and  mercy  do  but  obscure  it,  ^ 
instead  of  melting. 
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CONTEMPLATION  III. 

THE   BEDUCED   PROPHET. 

Jeroboam's  band  is  amended,  his  soul  is  not ;  that 
continues  still  diy  and  inflexible :  yet,  while  he  is 
unthankful  to  the  author  of  his  recoveiy,  he  is  thank- 
ful to  the  instrument ;  he  kindly  invites  the  prophet 
whom  he  had  threatened,  and  will  remunerate  him 
whom  he  endeavoured  to  punish.  The  worst  men 
may  be  sensible  of  bodily  favours.  CivU  respects 
may  well  stand  with  gracelessuess.  Many  a  one 
would  be  liberal  of  their  purses,  if  they  might  be 
allowed  to  be  niggardly  of  their  obedience. 

As  God,  so  his  prophet,  cares  not  for  these  waste 
courtesies,  where  he  sees  main  duties  neglected. 
More  piety  would  have  done  well  with  less  compli- 
ment. The  man  of  G-od  returns  a  blunt  and  peremp- 
tory denial  to  so  bounteous  an  offer :  "  If  thou  wilt 
give  me  half  thine  house  I  will  not  go  in  with  thee, 
neither  will  I  eat  bread  or  drink  water  in  this  place." 
Kindness  is  more  safely  done  to  an  idolater,  than 
taken  from  hitri ;  that  which  is  done  to  him  obligeth 
him,  that  which  is  taken  fix>m  him  obligeth  us :  his 
obligation  to  us  may  be  occasion  of  his  good,  our  ob- 
ligation to  him  may  occasion  our  hurt ;  the  surest 
way  is  to  keep  aloof  from  the  infectiously  wicked. 

The  prophet  is  not  uncivil,  to  reject  the  favour  of 
a  prince  without  some  reason :  lie  yields  no  reason  of 
bis  refusal  but  the  command  of  his  God.  God  hath 
charged  him,  "  Eat  no  bread,  nor  drink  no  water,  nor 
turn  again  by  the  same  way  that  thou  earnest"  It 
is  not  for  a  prophet  to  plead  human  or  carnal  grounds 
for  the  actions  of  his  function;  he  may  not  move 
but  upon  a  divine  warrant.  Would  this  seer  have 
looked  with  the  eyes  of  flesh  and  blood,  he  might 
have  found  many  arguments  for  his  yielding :  He  is 
a  king  that  invites  me ;  his  reward,  by  enriching  me. 
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may  benefit  many ;  and  who  knows  how  much  my 
further  conversation  may  prevail  to  reform  him  ?  how 
can  he  be  but  well  prepared  for  good  counsel  by  a 
miraculous  cure  ?  how  gainfully  should  ray  receipt  of 
a  temporal  courtesy  be  exchanged  with  a  spiritual  to 
him  f  all  Israel  will  follow  him  either  in  idolatry,  or 
reformation ;  which  way  can  be  devised  of  doing  so 
great  service  to  God  and  the  church,  as  by  reclaiming 
nun  ?  What  can  yield  so  great  likelihood  of  his  re- 
clamation, as  the  opportunity  of  my  further  entire- 
ness  with  him  ?  But  the  prophet  dares  not  argue 
cases,  where  he  had  a  command ;  whatever  become 
of  Jeroboam  and  Israel,  God  must  be  obeyed  ;  neither 

Srofit  nor  hopes  may  cany  us  cross  to  the  word  of  our 
[aker.  How  safe  had  this  seer  been,  if  he  had  kept 
him  ever  upon  this  sure  guard,  whidi  he  no  sooner 
leaves  than  he  miscarries ! 

So  deeply  doth  God  detest  idolatry,  that  he  forbids 
his  prophet  to  eat  the  bread,  to  drink  the  water  of  a 
people  infected  with  this  sin ;  yea,  to  tread  in  those 
very  steps  which  their  feet  have  touched.  If  this 
inhibition  were  personal,  yet  the  grounds  of  it  are 
common.  No  pestilence  should  be  more  shunned 
than  the  conversation  of  the  misreligious,  or  openly 
scandalous.  It  is  no  thank  to  us,  if  their  &mi]iarity 
do  not  infect  us  with  their  wickednesa 

I  know  not  what  to  think  of  an  old  prophet  that 
dwells  in  Bethel,  within  the  air  of  Jeroboam's  idol, 
within  the  noise  of  his  sacrifices  ;  that  lives  where 
the  man  of  God  dares  not  eat ;  that  permitted  hia 
Bons  to  be  present  at  that  idolatrous  service.  If  he 
were  a  prophet  of  God,  what  did  lie  now  in  Bethel  1 
why  did  he  wink  at  the  sin  of  Jeroboam  ?  what 
needed  a  seer  to  come  out  of  Judah  for  the  reproof 
of  that  sin  which  was  acted  under  his  nose  ?  why  did 
he  lie  ?  why  did  his  family  partake  with  idolaters  ? 
if  he  were  not  a  prophet  of  God,  how  had  he  true 
visions,  how  had  he  true  messages  from  God  1  why  did 
he  second  the  menacing  word  of  that  prophet,  whom 
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he  seduced  ?  vhj  did  he  desire  that  his  own  bones 
might  be  honoured  with  his  sepidchre  ?  Doubtless 
he  was  a  prophet  of  Qod,  but  corrupt,  reaty,  Ticioue. 
Prophecy  doth  not  always  presuppose  sanctification ; 
many  a  one  hath  had  visiooa  from  Grod,  who  shall 
never  enjoy  the  vision  of  God.  A  very  Balaam,  in 
his  ecstasies,  hath  eo  clear  a  revelation  of  the  Messiah 
to  come,  as  scarce  ever  any  of  the  hohest  prophets ; 
yea,  his  very  ass  hath  both  her  mouth  miraculously 
opened,  and  her  eyes,  to  see  and  notify  that  angel, 
which  was  hid  from  her  master :  yea,  Satan  himself 
sometimes  receives  notice  from  God  of  his  friture 
actions;  which  else  that  evil  spirit  could  neither  fore- 
tel,  nor  foresee.  These  kinds  of  graces  are  both  rare 
and  common ;  rare,  in  that  they  are  seldom  given  to 
any ;  common,  in  that  they  are  indifferently  given  to 
the  evil  and  to  the  good.  A  little  holiness  is  worth 
much  illumination. 

Whether  out  of  envy  to  hear  that  said  by  the  seer 
of  Judah,  vhich  he  either  knew  not  or  smothered ;  to 
hear  that  done  by  another,  which  he  could  not  have 
effected,  and  could  not  choose  but  admire ;  or  whether 
out  of  desire  to  make  trial  of  the  fidelity  of  so  power- 
ful a  messenger,  the  old  prophet  hastens  to  overtake, 
to  recall  that  man  of  God,  who  had  so  defied  his 
Bethel,  whom  he  finds  sitting  feint  and  weary  under 
an  oak  in  the  way,  taking  the  benefit  of  that  shade 
which  he  hated  to  receive  ftxim  those  contagious 
groves  that  he  had  left  behind  him :  his  habit  easily 
bewrayed  him  to  a  man  of  his  own  trade ;  neither 
doth  his  tongue  spare  to  profess  himself  The  old 
prophet  of  Bethel  invites  him  to  return  to  a  repast ; 
and  is  answered  with  the  same  words,  wherewith 
Jeroboam's  offer  was  repelled :  the  man  of  God  varies 
not  a  syllable  from  his  mess^e.  It  concerns  us  to 
take  good  heed  of  our  charge,  when  we  go  on  God's 
errand.  A  denial  doth  but  invite  the  importunate  ; 
what  he  cannot  do  by  entreaty,  the  old  man  tries  to 
do  by  persuasion.    "  I  am  a  prophet  also  as  thou  art, 
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and  an  angel  spake  to  me  by  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
saying.  Bring  him  back  with  thee  into  thine  house, 
that  he  may  eat  bread  and  drink  water."  There  is 
no  temptation  so  dangerous  as  that  which  comes 
shrouded  under  a  veil  of  holiness,  and  pretends 
authority  of  Grod  himself.  Jeroboam  threatens,  the 
prophet  stands  undaunted ;  Jeroboam  fawns  and  pro- 
mises, the  prophet  holds  constant :  now  comes  a 
grey-headed  seer,  and  pleads  a  counter-message  from 
God  ;  the  prophet  yimds  and  transgresses.  Satan 
may  aflnght  us  as  a  fiend,  but  he  seduces  us  as  an 
angel  of  Gght 

Who  would  have  looked  for  a  liar  under  hoary 
hairs,  and  a  holy  mantle  ?  who  woidd  not  have  trusted 
that  gravifr)',  when  there  was  no  colour  of  any  gain  in 
the  untruth  ?  Nothing  is  so  apt  to  deceive  as  the 
fairest  semblances — as  the  sweetest  words.  We  can- 
not err,  if  we  believe  not  the  speech  for  the  person, 
but  the  person  for  the  speech.  Well  might  this  man 
of  Crod  think,  an  aged  man,  a  prophet,  an  old  pro- 
phet, will  not,  sure,  belie  God  unto  a  prophet ;  no 
man  will  foi^  a  lie,  but  for  an  advantage.  What 
can  this  man  gain  by  this  matoh,  but  the  entertain- 
ment of  an  unprofitable  guest!  Perhaps,  though 
God  would  not  allow  me  to  feast  with  Jeroboam,  yet 
pitying  my  faintness,  he  may  allow  me  to  eat  with  a 
prophet.  Perhaps,  now  that  I  have  approved  my 
fidelity  in  refusing  the  bread  of  Bethel,  God  thinks 
good  to  send  me  a  ^^cious  release  of  that  strict 
charge.  Why  should  I  think,  that  God's  revelations 
are  not  as  free  to  others,  as  to  me  7  and  if  this  pro- 
^et  have  received  a  countermand  from  an  angd  of 
God,  how  shall  I  not  disobey  God,  if  I  do  not  follow 
himT 

Upon  this  ground  he  returns  with  this  deceitful 

host ;  and,  when  the  meat  was  now  in  his  mouth, 

receives  the  true  message  of  death  from  the  same 

lipa  that  brought  him  the  false  message  of  his  invita- 
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tioD  ;  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Forasmuch  as  thou  hast 
disobeyed  the  mouth  of  the  Lord,  and  hast  not  kept 
the  commandment  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  but  cameat 
back  and  hast  eaten  bread,  and  drunk  water  in  the 
place  forbidden  thee,  thy  carcass  shall  not  come  to 
the  sepulchre  of  thy  fathers."  0  woful  prophet! 
when  he  looks  on  his  host,  he  sees  his  executioner ; 
while  he  is  feeding  of  his  body,  he  heara  of  hia  carcass : 
at  the  table  he  hears  of  his  denied  sepulchre ;  and  all 
this  for  eating  and  drinking  where  he  was  forbidden 
by  God,  though  bidden  as  mm  God.  He  violation 
of  the  least  charge  of  God  is  mortaL  No  pretences 
can  warrant  the  transgression  of  a  divine  command  : 
a  word  from  God  is  pleaded  on  both  sides  ;  the  one 
was  received  immediately  from  God,  the  other  re- 
lated mediately  by  man  :  one  the  prophet  was  sure 
of,  the  other  was  questionable.  A  sure  word  of  God 
may  not  be  left  for  an  uncertain :  an  express  charge 
of  the  Almighty  admitteth  not  of  any  check :  his 
wiU  is  but  one  as  himself  is  ;  and  therefore  it  is  out 
of  the  danger  of  contradiction. 

Methinks  I  see  the  man  of  God  change  coimte- 
nance  at  this  sharp  sauce  of  his  pleasing  morsel ;  his 
fece  beforehand  is  dyed  with  the  paleness  of  death. 
Methinks  I  hear  him  urging  many  unkind  expostu- 
lations with  his  injurious  host,  who  yet  dismisses 
him  better  provided  for  the  ease  of  his  journey  than 
he  found  him.  Perhaps  this  officiousness  was  out  of 
desire  to  make  amends  for  this  late  seducement.  It 
is  a  poor  recompense,  when  he  hath  betrayed  his  life, 
and  wronged  the  soul,  to  cast  some  courtesies  upon 
the  body. 

The  old  Bethelite,  that  had  taken  pains  to  come 
and  fetch  the  man  of  God  into  sin,  will  not  now  go 
back  with  hira  to  accompany  his  departure.  Doubt- 
less he  was  afraid  to  be  enwrapped  in  the  judgment 
which  he  saw  hanged  over  that  obnoxious  head.  Thus 
the  mischievous  guides  of  wickedness  leave  a  man, 
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when  they  have  led  him  to  his  bane ;  as  familiar 
devils  forsake  their  witches,  when  they  have  brought 
them  once  into  fetters. 

The  man  of  God  retumB  alone,  careful,  no  doubt, 
and  pensive  for  hia  offence,  when  a  lion  out  of  the 
wood  meets,  assaults,  and  kiUs  him.  Oh  the  just  and 
severe  judgments  of  the  Almighty,  who  hath  brought 
this  fierce  beast  out  of  his  wild  ranges  into  the  high- 
way, to  be  the  executioner  of  his  offending  aervant ! 
Doubtless  this  prophet  was  a  man  of  great  holiness, 
of  singular  fidelity,  else  he  durst  not  have  been  God's 
herald  to  cany  a  message  of  defiance  to  Jeroboam, 
king  of  Israel,  in  the  midst  of  his  royal  magnificence ; 
yet  now,  for  varying  from  but  a  circumstance  of  God's 
command,  though  upon  the  su^estion  of  a  divine 
warrant,  is  given  for  a  prey  to  the  lion.  Our  interest 
in  God  is  BO  far  from  excusing  our  sin,  that  it  aggra- 
vates it ;  of  all  others  the  sin  of  a  prophet  shall  not 
pass  unrevenged. 

The  very  wild  beasts  are  led  by  a  providence ;  their 
wise  and  powerful  Creator  knows  how  to  serve  himself 
of  them.  The  lions  guard  one  prophet,  kill  another, 
according  to  the  commission  received  from  their 
Maker.  What  sinner  can  hope  to  escape  unpunished, 
when  every  creature  of  God  is  ready  to  be  an  avenger 
of  evil  ?  The  beasts  of  the  field  were  made  to  serve 
us,  we  to  serve  our  Creator,  When  we  forsake  our 
homage  to  him  that  made  us,  it  is  no  marvel  if  the 
beasts  foi^et  their  duty  to  us,  and  deal  with  us  not 
as  masters,  but  as  rebels.  When  a  holy  man  buys  so 
dearly  such  a  slight  frailty,  of  a  credulous  mistaking, 
what  shall  become  of  our  heinous  and  presumptuous 
sins? 

I  cannot  think  but  this  prophet  died  in  the  favour 
of  G^ ;  though  by  the  teeth  of  the  lion  his  life  was 
forfeited  for  example,  his  soul  was  safe ;  yea,  his  very 
carcass  was  left,  though  torn,  yet  fair,  after  those 
deadly  grasps ;  as  if  God  had  said,  I  will  only  take 
thy  breath  from  thee,  as  the  penalty  of  thy  disobedi- 
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ence :  a  lion  shall  do  that  which  aa  apoplexy  or  fever 
might  do.  I  owe  thee  no  further  revenge  than  may 
be  satisfied  with  thy  blood. 

Violent  events  do  not  always  argue  the  anger  of 
God ;  even  death  itself  ia  to  his  servants  a  fatherly 
castigation. 

But,  oh  the  unsearchable  ways  of  the  Almighty  • 
the  man  of  Crod  sins,  and  dies  speedily ;  the  lying 

Erophet  that  seduced  bim  Biurvives ;  yea,  wicked  Jero- 
oam  enjoys  his  idolatry,  and  treads  upon  the  grave 
of  his  reprover.  There  ia  neither  favour  in  the  delay 
of  stripes,  nor  displeasure  in  the  haste ;  rather  whom 
God  loves  be  chastises,  as  sharply,  so  speedily,  while 
the  rest  prosper  to  condemnation :  even  the  rod  of  a 
loving  &ther  may  draw  blood.  How  much  happier  is 
it  for  us,  that  we  die  now  to  live  for  ever,  than  that 
we  live  a  while  to  die  ever ! 

Had  this  lion  set  upon  the  prophet  for  hunger,  why 
did  he  not  devour  as  well  as  kill  him  ^  why  did  be  not 
rather  kill  the  beast  than  the  man,  since  we  know 
the  nature  of  the  lion  such,  that  he  is  not  wont  to 
assail  man,  save  in  the  extreme  want  of  other  prey  ? 
Certainly  the  same  power  that  employed  those  faaga 
restrained  them,  that  the  world  might  see  it  was  not 
appetite  that  provoked  the  beast  to  this  violence,  but 
the  overruling  command  of  God.  Even  so,  0  Lord, 
thy  powerful  hand  ia  over  that  roaring  lion,  that  goes 
about  continually  seeking  whom  he  may  devour !  thine 
hand  withholds  him,  that  though  be  may  ahed  the 
blood  of  thine  elect,  yet  he  cannot  hurt  uieir  souls : 
and  while  he  doth  those  things  which  thou  permittest, 
and  orderest  to  thy  just  ends,  yet  he  cannot  do  lesser 
things  which  he  desireth,  and  thou  permittest  not. 

The  fierce  beaat  stands  by  the  carcass,  as  to  avow 
his  own  act,  and  to  tell  who  aent  him,  so  to  pre- 
serve that  body  which  he  had  slain,  Ob  wonderful 
work  of  God!  the  executioner  is  turned  guardian! 
and,  as  the  officer  of  the  Highest,  commands  all  other 
creatures  to  stand  aloof  from  his  charge,  wid  com- 
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mands  the  fe&rfiil  ass,  that  brongbt  this  biurden  thither, 
not  to  9tir  thence,  but  to  stand  ready  pressed,  to 
reCBjry  it  to  the  sepulchre :  and  now,  when  he  hath 
sufficiently  witnessed  to  all  passengers,  that  this  act 
was  not  done  upon  his  own  hunger,  but  upon  the 
quarrel  of  his  Uaker,  he  delivers  up  his  charge  to  that 
(ud  prophet,  who  was  no  less  guilty  of  this  blood  than 
himself 

This  old  seducer  had  ao  much  truth,  as  both  to  give 
a  right  commentary  upon  CKhI'b  intention  in  this  act, 
for  the  terror  of  the  disobedient,  and  to  give  his  voice 
to  the  certainty  of  that  future  judgment  which  his 
late  guest  had  threatened  to  Israel:  sometimes  it 
pleaseth  the  wisdom  of  God  to  express  and  justify 
nimselj  even  by  the  tongues  of  faulty  instruments. 
Withal,  he  hath  so  much  faith  and  courage,  as  to  fetch 
that  carcass  from  the  lion,  so  much  pity  and  compas- 
sion as  to  weep  for  the  man  of  God,  to  inter  him  in 
his  own  sepulchre,  so  much  love  as  to  wish  himself 
joined  in  death  to  that  body  which  he  had  hastened 
unto  death.  It  is  hard  to  £nd  a  man  absolutely 
wicked :  some  grace  will  bewray  itself  in  the  most 
forsaken  breasts. 

It  is  a  cruel  courtesy  to  kill  a  mau,  and  then  to 
help  him  to  his  grave ;  to  betray  a  man  with  our 
breath,  and  then  to  bedew  him  with  our  tears ;  the 
prophet  had  needed  no  such  fnend,  if  hehad  not  met 
with  such  an  enemy :  "  The  mercies  of  the  wicked  are 
cruel" 


CONTEMPLATION  IV. 
jbroboam'3  wife. 


It  is  no  measuring  of  God's  favour  by  the  line  of 


outward  welfiire :  Jeroboam,  the  idolatrous 


usurper 


of  Israel,  prospers  better  than  the  true  heirs  of  David ; 
he  lives  to  see  three  successions  in  the  throne  of 
Judah ;  thus  the  ivy  lives  when  the  oak  is  dead.  Yet 
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could  not  that  miagotten  crown  of  his  keep  his  head 
always  from  aching ;  he  hath  his  crosses  too.  God 
whips  sometimes  more  than  his  own ;  his  enemi^ 
Bmait  from  him,  as  well  as  his  childr^i ;  his  children 
in  love,  his  enemies  in  judgment.  Not  simply  the 
rod  argues  love,  but  the  temper  of  the  hand  that  wielda 
it,  and  the  back  that  feels  it.  First,  Jeroboam's  hand 
was  stricken,  now  his  son ;  Abijah  the  eldest,  the 
best  son  of  Jeroboam,  is  smitten  with  sickness.  As 
children  are  but  the  pieces  of  their  parents  in  another 
skin,  so  parents  are  no  less  stricken  in  their  children, 
than  in  their  natural  limbs ;  Jeroboam  doth  not  more 
feel  his  arm,  than  his  son :  cot  wicked  men  only,  but 
beasts  may  have  natural  affections.  It  is  no  thank 
to  any  creature  to  love  his  own. 

Nature  wrought  in  Jeroboam,  not  grace ;  he  is 
enough  troubled  with  his  son's  disease,  no  whit  bet- 
tered. I  would  have  heard  him  say,  (jod  follows  me 
with  his  afflictions,  it  is  for  mine  impiety ;  what  other 
measure  can  I  expect  from  his  justice  ?  while  mine 
idols  stand,  how  can  I  look  that  my  house  should 
pro^dr  j,  I  will  turn  from  my  wickedness,  0  God ! 
turn  thou  from  thy  wrath.  These  thoughts  were  too 
good  for  that  obdurate  heart :  his  son  is  sick,  be  ia 
sorrowful';  but,  as  an  amazed  man  fieeks  to  go  forth 
at  the  wrong  door,  his  distraction  sends  him  to  a  fidse 
help :  he  thinks  not  of  God,  he  thinks  of  his  prophet ; 
he  thinks  of  the  prophet  that  had  foretold  him  he 
should  be  a  king,  he  thinks  not  of  the  God  of  that 
prophet  who  made  him  a  ting.  It  is  the  property  of 
a  carnal  heart  to  confine  both  lus  obligations  and  his 
hopes  to  the  means,  neglecting  the  author  of  good. 
Vain  is  the  respect  that  is  given  to  the  servant,  where 
the  master  is  contemned. 

Extremity  draws  Jeroboam's  thoughts  to  the  pro- 
phet, whom  else  he  had  not  cared  to  remember.  The 
king  of  Israel  had  divines  enough  of  his  own,  else  he 
must  needs  have  thought  them  miserable  gods  that 
.were  not  worth  a  prophet :  and  besides,  there  was  an 
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old  prophet,  if  he  yet  survived,  dwelling  -within  the 
smoke  of  his  palace,  whose  visions  had  been  too 
well  approved :  why  should  Jeroboam  send  so  far  to 
an  Ahijah  ? 

Certainly  his  heart  despised  those  base  priests  of 
his  high  places,  neither  could  he  trust  either  to  the  ' 
gods  or  the  cleigy  of  his  own  making :  his  conscience 
rests  upon  the  fidelity  of  that  man  whose  doctrine  he 
liad  forsaken.  How  did  this  idolater  strive  against 
his  own  heart,  whilst  he  inwardly  despised  those 
whom  he  professed  to  htynour ;  and  inwardly  honoured 
them  whom  he  professed  to  despise !  Wicked  breasts 
are  false  to  themselves  ;  neither  trusting  to  their  own 
choice,  nor  making  choice  of  that  which  they  may 
dare  to  trust.  They  will  set  a  good  face  upon  their 
secretly  unpleasii^  sins,  and  had  rather  be  self-con- 
demned than  wise  and  penitent.  As  for  that  old  seer, 
it  is  like  Jeroboam  knew  his  skill,  but  doubted  of  his 
edneerity ;  that  man  was'  too  much  bis  neighbour  to 
be  good  Ahijah's  truth  had  been  tried  in  a  case  of 
his  own.  He  whose  word  was  found  just  in  the  pre- 
diction of  his  kingdom,  was  well  worthy  of  credit  in 
the  news  of  his  son.  Experience  is  a  great  encourage- 
ment of  our  trust.  It  is  a  good  matter  to  be  ftithiul ; 
this  loadstone  of  our  fideuty  shaJl  draw  to  us  even 
hearts  of  irtin,  and  hold  them  to  our  reliance ;  as 
contrarily,  deceit  doth  both  ai^e  and  make  a  bank- 
rupt. Who  can  trust  where  he  is  disappointed  ?  0 
Grod,  so  oft,  so  ever  have  we  found  thee  true  in  all 
thy  promises,  in  all  thy  performances,  that,  if  we  do 
not  seek  thee,  if  we  do  not  trust  thee  in  the  sequel, 
we  are  worthy  of  our  loss,  worthy  of  thy  desertions. 

Yet  I  do  not  see  that  Jeroboam  sends  to  the  pro- 
phet for  his  aid,  but  for  intelligence.  Curiosi^ 
IS  guilty  of  this  message,  and  not  devotion :  he  calls 
not  for  the  prayers,  nor  for  the  benediction  of  that 
holy  man,  but  for  mere  information  of  the  event.  He 
weU  saw  what  the  prayers  of  a  prophet  could  do: 
that  which  cured  his  hs^d,  might  it  not  have  cured 
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his  son  ?  yet  be  that  said  to  a  man  of  God,  "  Entreat 
the  face  of  the  Lord  thy  G«d,  that  he  may  restore  my 
hand,"  says  not  now,  in  his  message  to  Ah^ah,  En- 
treat thj  God  to  restore  my  eon.  Sin  makes  such  a 
stran^nesB  betwixt  God  and  man,  that  the  guilty 
heart  either  tbinke  not  of  suing  to  God,  or  fears  it. 
What  a  poor  contentment  it  was  to  foreknow  that  evU 
which  he  could  not  avoid,  and  whose  notice  could  but 
hasten  his  misery !  Yet  tbus  fond  is  our  restless  curio- 
sity, that  it  seeks  ease  in  the  drawing  on  of  torment : 
be  is  worthy  of  sorrow  that  will  not  stay  till  it  comes 
to  him,  but  goes  to  fetch  it. 

Whom  doth  Jeroboam  send  on  this  messi^  but 
bis  wife,  and  how,  but  disguised  ?  why  ber,  and  why 
thus  ?  Neither  durst  be  truBt  this  errand  witii  another, 
nor  with  her  in  ber  own  form :  it  was  a  secret  that  Jero- 
boam sends  to  a  prophet  of  God :  none  might  know 
it  hut  his  own  bosom,  and  she  that  lay  in  it ;  if  this 
had  been  noised  in  Israel,  the  example  had  been  dan- 
gerous :  who  would  not  have  said.  The  king  is  glad 
to  leave  his  counterfeit  deities,  and  seek  to  the  true ; 
why  should  we  adhere  to  them  whom  he  forsakes  ? 
As  the  message  must  not  be  known  to  the  people,  so 
she  that  bears  it  must  not  be  known  to  the  prophet ; 
her  name,  her  habit  must  be  changed ;  she  must  put 
off  her  Fobes,  and  put  on  a  russet  coat ;  she  must  put 
off  the  queen,  and  put  on  the  peasant ;  instead  of  a 
sceptre,  she  must  take  up  a  basket,  and  go  a  masked 
pilgrimage  to  Shiloh.  Ob  the  fondness  at  vain  men, 
that  think  to  juggle  with  the  Almighty,  and  to  bide 
their  counsels  from  that  all-seeing  eye .'  If  this  change 
of  habit  were  necessary  at  Bethel,  yet  what  needs  it 
at  Shilob  I  though  she  would  bide  her  &ce  from  her 
subjects,  yet  why  should  she  not  pull  off  her  muffler, 
and  show  herself  to  the  prophet  ?  Certainly,  what 
policy  began,  guiltiness  must  continue.  Well  might 
she  think,  there  can  be  no  good  answer  expected  by 
the  wife  of  Jeroboam :  my  presence  will  do  no  less 
than  solicit  a  reproof    No  prophet  can  speak  well  to 
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tLe  consort  of  a  founder  of  idolatry ;  I  may  perhaps 
hear  good  as  another,  though,  as  for  myself,  I  can 
look  for  nothing  but  tidings  of  evil  Wicked  hearts 
know  they  deserve  ill  at  Grod'a  hands,  and  therefore 
they  do  aU  they  can  to  avoid  the  eyes  of  his  displeased 
justice ;  and  if  they  cannot  do  it  by  colours  of  dissimu' 
lation,  they  will  do  it  by  imploration  of  shelter ;  they 
shall  say  to  the  rocks,  "  Fall  on  us,  and  cover  us." 

But,  oh  the  gross  folly  mixed  with  the  craft  of 
wickedness!  Could  Jeroboam  think  that  the  prophet 
could  know  the  event  of  his  son's  disease,  and  did  he 
think  that  he  could  not  know  the  disguise  of  his  wife  ? 
the  one  was  present,  the  other  future ;  this  was  but 
wrapped  in  a  clout,  that  event  was  wrapped  in  the 
counsel  of  Grod ;  yet  this  politic  head  presumes  that 
the  greater  shall  be  revealed,  where  the  lesser  shall 
he  hid.  There  was  never  wicked  man  that  was  not 
in&tuate,  and  in  nothing  more  than  in  those  things 
wherein  he  hoped  most  to  transcend  the  reach  of 
others. 

Ah^ah  shunning  the  iniquity  of  the  times,  wa^  re- 
tired to  a  solitary  comer  of  Shiloh  ;  no  plai^  could 
be  too  private  for  an  honest  prophet,  in  so  extreme 
depravednesB :  yet  even  there  doth  the  king  of  Israel 
take  notice  of  his  seclusion,  and  sends  his  wife  to  that 
poor  cell  laden  with  presents  that  dissembled  their 
bearer.  Had  she  offered  jewels  or  gold,  her  great- 
ness had  been  suspected ;  now  she  bnngs  loaves,  and 
cracknels,  and  honey ;  her  hand  answers  her  back  ; 
she  gives  as  she  seems,  not  as  she  is.  Something  she 
must  give,  even  when  she  acts  the  poorest  client. 

The  prophets  of  God  were  not  wont  to  have  empty 
visitations :  they  who  hated  bribes,  yet  refused  not 
tokens  of  gratituda  Yea,  the  God  of  heaven,  who 
neither  needs  our  goods,  nor  is  capable  of  our  grati- 
fications, yet  would  have  no  man  to  come  to  him  gift- 
less.  Woe  to  those  sacrilegious  hands  that,  instead 
of  bringing  to  the  prophets,  carry  from  them ! 

Jeroboam  was  a  had  man,  yet  as  he  had  a  towardly 
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Bon,  80  he  had  an  obedient  wife,  else  she  had  not 
wanted  excuses  to  turn  off  both  the  journey  and  the 
disguise ;  against  the  disguise,  she  had  pleaded  the 
unbeseemingness  of  her  person  and  state ;  against 
the  journey,  the  perils  of  so  long  and  solitaiy  a  walk. 
Perhaps  a  lion  might  bo  in  the  way,  the  lion  that 
tore  the  prophet  in  pieces ;  perhaps  robbers :  or,  if 
not  they,  perhaps  her  chastity  might  be  in  dan^r : 
an  unguarded  solitariness  in  the  weaker  sex  might 
be  a  provocation  to  some  forced  uncleanness.  She 
cast  off  all  these  shifting  projections  of  fear ;  accord- 
ing to  the  will  of  her  husband,  she  changes  her  rai- 
ment ;  she  sets  upon  the  journey,  and  overcomes  it. 
What  needed  this  disguise  to  an  old  prophet,  whose 
dim  eyes  were  set  wiUi  age  ?  all  clothes,  all  faces, 
were  alike  to  a  blind  seer.  The  visions  of  Ahijah 
were  inward,  neither  was  his  bodily  sight  more  dusky 
than  the  eyes  of  his  mind  were  clear  and  piercing. 
It  was  not  the  common  light  of  men  whereby  he  saw, 
but  divine  illumination ;  thirds  absent,  things  future, 
were  no  less  obvious  to  those  spiritual  beams,  than 
present  things  are  to  us.  Ere  the  quick  eyes  of  that 
great  lady  can  discern  him,  he  hath  espied  her ;  and, 
as  soon  as  he  hears  the  sound  of  her  feet,  she  beara 
from  him  the  sound  of  her  name,  "  Come  in,  thou 
wife  of  Jeroboam."  How  Grod  laughs  in  heaven  at 
the  frivolous  fetches  of  crafty  politicians,  and  when 
they  think  themselves  most  sure,  shames  them  with 
a  detection,  with  a  defeat !  What  an  idleness  it  is 
for  foolish  hypocrites  to  hope  they  can  dance  in  a 
net,  unseen  of  heaven  ! 

Never  before  was  this  queen  troubled  to  hear  of 
herself;  now  she  is ;  her  very  name  strikes  her  with 
astonishment,  and  prepares  her  for  the  assured  horror 
of  following  judgments,  "I  am  sent  to  thee  with 
heavy  tidings ;  go  tell  Jeroboam,  Thus  saith  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel"  Could  this  lady  less  wonder  at  the 
mercy  of  this  style  of  God,  than  tremble  at  the  sequel 
of  his  justice  ?    Lo !  Israel  hath  forsaken  God,  yet 
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God  still  owns  Israel.  Ismel  hatb  gone  a  whoring, 
yet  God  hath  not  divorced  her.  Oh  the  infinite 
goodness  of  our  long-suderiDg  (jod,  whom  our  foulest 
sins  cannot  rob  of  Us  compassions ! 

By  how  much  dearer  Israel  was  to  God,  so  mueli 
more  odious  is  Jeroboam  that  hath  married  Israel 
Terrible  is  that  vengeance  which  God  thunders 
against  him  by  has  pro^et,  whose  passionate  message 
upbraids  him  with  his  promotions,  chargeth  him  with 
his  sins,  and  lastly  denounceth  his  judgments.  No 
mouth  was  fitter  to  cast  this  royalty  in  the  teeth  of 
Jeroboam,  than  that  by  which  it  was  first  foretold, 
fore-promised ;  every  circumstance  of  the  advance- 
ment a^^avates  the  sin.  "  I  exalted  thee  ;"  thou 
couldst  not  rise  to  honour  alone.  "  I  exalted  thee 
from  among  the  people,"  not  from  the  peers ;  thy 
rank  was  but  common  before  this  rise  ;  "  I  exalted 
thee  frmn  among  the  people  to  be  a  prince :"  sub- 
ordinate height  was  not  enough  for  thee,  no  seat 
would  serve  thee  hut  a  throne  ;  "  yea  to  be  a  prince 
of  my  people  Israel"  No  nation  was  for  thee  but  my 
chosen  one,  none  but  my  royal  inheritance  :  neither 
did  I  raise  thee  into  a  vacant  throne  ;  a  forlorn  and 
forsaken  principality  might  be  thankless ;  but,  "  I 
rent  the  kingdom  away  from  another  for  thy  sake," 
yea,  fi^)m  what  other  but  the  grandchOd  of  David  ? 
out  of  his  hands  did  I  wrest  the  sceptre  to  give  it 
unto  thine.  Oh  what  high  favours  doth  God  some- 
times cast  away  upon  unworthy  subjects!  How  do 
his  abused  bounties  double  both  their  sin  and  judg- 
ment! 

The  sina  of  this  prince  were  no  less  eminent  than 
his  obligations,  therefore  his  judgments  shall  be  no 
less  eminent  than  hia  sins.  How  bitterly  doth  G«d 
express  that  which  shall  be  more  bitter  in  the  execu- 
tion ;  "  Behold,-  I  will  bring  evil  upon  the  house  of 
Jeroboam,  and  will  cut  off  from  Jeroboam  every  male, 
and  him  that  is  shut  up  and  left  in  Israel,  and  will 
take  away  the  remnant  of  the  house  of  Jeroboam,  as 
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a  man  taketh  away  dung,  till  it  be  all  gone.  Him 
tliat  dietb  of  Jeroboam  in  tbe  city  shall  die  dogs  eat, 
and  him  that  dieth  in  the  Eelds  shall  the  fowls  of  the 
air  eat."  Oh,  heavy  load  that  this  disguised  princess 
must  carry  to  her  htisband !  But  because  these  evils, 
though  grievous,  yet  might  be  remote,  therefore,  for 
a  present  handsel  of  vengeance,  she  is  dismissed  with 
the  sad  tidings  of  the  death  of  her  son  ;  "  When  thy 
feet  enter  into  the  city,  the  child  shall  die."  It  is 
heavy  news  for  a  mother  that  she  must  lose  her  son, 
but  worse  yet  that  she  may  not  see  him.  In  these 
cases  of  our  final  departures,  our  presence  gives  some 
mitigation  to  our  grief  Might  she  but  nave  closed 
the  eyes,  and  received  the  last  breath  of  her  dying 
son,  the  loss  had  been  more  tolerable ;  I  know  not 
how  our  personal  ferewell  eases  our  heart,  even  while 
it  increases  our  passion  ;  but  now  she  shall  do  more 
see,  nor  be  seen  of  her  Abijah,  She  shall  no  sooner 
be  in  the  city,  than  he  shall  be  out  of  the  world.  Yet 
more,  to  perfect  her  sorrow,  she  hears,  that  in  him 
alone  there  is  found  some  good,  the  rest  of  her  issue 
are  graceless :  she  must  lose  the  good,  and  bold  the 
graceless  ;  he  shall  die  to  afflict  her,  they  shall  live 
to  afflict  her. 

Yet  what  a  mixture  is  here  of  severity  and  favour  in 
one  act !  fevour  to  the  son,  severity  to  the  father ;  seve- 
rity to  the  fether,  that  he  must  lose  such  a  son ;  favour 
to  the  son,  that  he  shall  be  taken  from  such  a  &ther. 
Jeroboam  is  wicked,  and  therefore  he  shall  not  emoy 
an  Abijah  ;  Abijah  hath  some  good  things,  therefore 
he  shaU  be  removed  from  the  danger  of  the  deprava- 
tion of  Jeroboam.  Sometimes  God  strikes  in  iavour, 
but  more  often  forbears  out  of  severity.  The  best  are 
fittest  for  heaven,  the  earth  is  fittest  for  the  worst ; 
this  is  the  region  of  sin  and  misery,  that  of  immortality. 
It  is  no  argument  of  disfavour  to  be  taken  early  from 
a  well-led  life,  as  not  of  approbation  to  age  in  sin. 

As  the  sold  of  Abijah  is  favoured  in  the  removal, 
BO  is  his  body  with  a  burial ;  he  shall  have  alone  both 
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tears  and  tomb,  all  the  rest  of  his  brethren  shall  have 
no  grave  but  dop  and  fowls,  no  sorrow  but  for  their 
life.  Though  t£e  carcass  be  insensible  of  any  posi- 
tion, yet  honest  sepulture  is  a  blessing.  It  is  fit  that 
the  body  should  be  duly  respected  on  earth,  whose 
soul  is  glorious  in  heaven. 


CONTEMPLATION  V. 


The  two  houses  of  Judah  and  Israel  grow  up  now 
together  in  an  ambitious  rivalry  ;  this  splitted  plant 
branches  out  so  severally,  as  if  it  had  forgotten  that 
ever  it  was  joined  in  the  root.  The  throne  of  David 
oft  changeth  the  possessors,  and  more  complaineth  of 
their  iniquity  than  their  remove.  Abijam  inherits 
the  sins  of  his  father  Rehoboam  no  less  than  his 
crown ;  and  so  spends  his  three  years,  as  if  he  had 
been  no  whit  akin  to  his  grandiather'a  virtues.  It  is 
no  news  that  grace  is  not  traduced,  while  vice  is  - 
therefore  is  his  reign  short,  because  it  was  wicked. 
It  was  a  sad  case,  when  both  the  kings  of  Judah  and 
Israel,  though  enemies,  yet  conspired  in  sin.  Reho- 
boam, like  his  lather  Solomon,  began  graciously,  but 
fell  to  idolatry ;  as  he  followed  his  father,  so  his  son, 
so  his  people  followed  him.  Ob  what  a  face  of  a 
church  was  here,  when  Israel  worshipped  Jeroboam's 
calves,  when  Judah  built  them  high  places,  and 
images,  and  groves,  on  every  high  hill,  and  under 
every  green  tree !  On  both  hands  God  is  forsaken, 
his  temple  neglected,  his  worship  adulterate ;  and 
this,  not  for  some  short  brunt,  but  during  the  suc- 
cession of  two  kings :  for,  after  the  first  three  years, 
Rehoboam  changed  his  Other's  reli^on,  as  his  shields, 
from  gold  to  brass  ;  the  rest  of  his  seventeen  years 
were  Ted  in  impiety.  His  son  Abijam  trod  in  the 
same  miry  steps,  and  Judah  with  them  both.  If 
there  were  any  (doubtless  there  were  some)  &ithful 
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hearts  yet  remaining  in  both  kingdoms,  during  these 
heavy  times,  what  a  corrosive  it  must  needs  have 
been  to  them,  to  see  so  deplored  and  miserable  a 
depravation ! 

There  was  no  visible  church  upon  earth  but  here  ; 
and  this,  what  a  one !  0  God,  how  low  dost  thou 
sometimes  suffer  thine  own  flock  to  be  driven  !  what 
woful  wanes  and  eclipses  hast  thou  ordained  for  this 
heavenly  body !  Yet,  at  last,  an  Asa  shall  arise 
&om  the  loins,  ^m  the  grave  of  Abijam  ;  he  shall 
revive  David,  and  reform  Judah.  The  gloomy  times 
of  corruption  shall  not  last  always :  the  light  of  truth 
and  peace  shall  at  length  break  out,  and  bless  the 
aad  hearts  of  the  righteous. 

It  is  a  wonder  how  Asa  should  be  good,  of  the  seed 
of  Abijam,  of  the  soil  of  Maachah,  both  wicked,  both 
idolatrous.  God  would  have  us  see  that  grace  is  irom 
heaven,  neither  needs  the  helps  of  these  earthly  con- 
veyances. Should  not  the  children  of  good  parents 
sometimes  be  evil,  and  the  childrea  of  evil  parents 
good,  virtue  would  seem  natural,  and  the  giver  would 
lose  his  thanks.  Thus  we  have  seen  a  fair  flower 
spring  out  of  dung,  and  a  well  fruited  tree  rise  out  of 
a  sour  stock :  education  hath  no  less  power  to  corrupt 
than  nature.  It  is  therefore  the  just  praise  of  Asa, 
that,  being  trained  up  under  an  idolatrous  Maachah, 
he  maintamed  his  piety ;  as,  contrarily,  it  is  a  shame 
for  those  that  have  been  bred  up  in  the  precepts  and 
examples  of  virtue  and  godliness,  to  feU  off  to  lewdy 
ness  or  superstition.  There  axe  four  principal  monu- 
ments of  Asa's  virtue,  as  so  many  rich  stones  in  his 
diadem ;  he  took  away  sodomy  and  idols  out  of  Judah, 
Who  cannot  wonder  more  that  be  found  them  there, 
than  that  he  removed  them  ?  what  a  strange  incon- 
gruity is  this  Sodom  in  Jerusalem !  Idols  in  Judah  ! 
Surely  debauched  profession  proves  desperate  ;  admit 
the  idols,  ye  cannot  doubt  of  the  sodomy.  If  they 
have  changed  the  glory  of  the  uncorruptible  God  into 
an  image  made  like  to  corruptible  man,  and  to  birds. 
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and  four-footed  beasts,  and  creeping  things,  it  is  no 
marvel  if  God  give  them  up  to  uncleanness,  through 
the  lusts  of  their  owu  hearts,  to  dishonour  their  own 
bodies  between  themselvea  If  they  changed  the 
truth  of  God  into  a  lie,  and  worshipped  and  served 
the  creature  more  than  the  Creator,  who  is  blessed 
for  ever,  no  marvel  if  Grod  give  them  to  vile  affec- 
tions, to  change  the  natural  use  into  that  which 
is  against  nature,  burning  in  lust  one  towards 
another,  men  with  men  working  that  which  is  un- 
seemly. 

Contrarily,  admit  the  sodomy,  ye  cannot  doubt  of 
the  idols ;  unnatural  beastliness  in  manners  is  pu- 
nished justly  with  a  sottish  dotage  in  religion,  bodily 
pollution  with  spiritual  How  should  the  soul  care 
to  be  chaste,  that  keeps  a  stew  in  the  body !  Asa 
b^na  with  the  banishment  of  both,  scouring  Judah 
of  this  double  tmcleanness.  In  vain  should  he  have 
hoped  to  restore  Gijd  to  his  kingdom,  while  these 
abominations  inhabited  it.  It  is  justly  the  main 
care  of  worthy  and  religious  princes  to  clear  their 
coasts  of  the  foulest  sina  Oh  the  impartial  zeal  of 
Asa !  There  were  idols  that  challenged  a  prerogative 
of  favour,  the  idols  that  his  father  had  roaae,  all  these 
he  defaces :  the  name  of  a  father  cannot  protect  an 
idol ;  the  duty  to  his  parent  cannot  win  him  to  a 
liking,  to  a  forbearance  of  his  misdevotion ;  yea,  so 
much  the  more  doth  the  heart  of  Asa  -rise  against 
these  puppets,  for  that  they  were  the  sin,  the  shame 
of  his  father.  Did  there  want,  think  we,  some 
courtier  of  his  Other's  retinue,  to  say.  Sir,  favour  the 
memory  of  him  that  begot  you-;  you  cannot  demolish 
these  statues  without  the  dishonour  of  the  erector ; 
hide  your  dislike  at  the  least ;  it  will  be  your  gloiy 
to  lay  yoiu-  finger  upon  this  blot  of  your  fauiers 
reputation  ;  if  you  list  not  to  allow  his  act,  yet  wink 
at  it.  The  godly  zeal  of  Asa  turns  the  deaf  ear  to 
these  monitors,  and  lets  them  see,  that  he  doth  not 
more  honour  a  father  than  hate  an  idol :  no  deamess 
of  person  should  take  off  the  edge  of  our  detestation 


16S  ASA.  [book  stiil 

of  the  sin.  Nature  is  worth;  of  forgetfulness  and 
contempt,  in  opposition  to  the  God  of  nature  ;  upon 
the  same  ground  as  he  removed  the  idols  of  his  &,tner 
Abijam,  so,  for  idols,  he  removed  his  grandmother 
Maachi^ ;  she  woiild  not  be  removed  from  her  ob- 
scene idols,  she  is  therefore  removed  from  the  station 
of  her  honour.  That  princess  had  aged,  both  in  her 
regency  and  superstition :  under  ber  rod  was  Asa, 
brought  up,  and  schooled  in  the  rudiments  of  their 
idolatiy ;  whom  she  could  not  infect,  she  hoped  to 
overawe :  so,  as  if  Aaa  will  not  follow  her  gods,  yet 
she  presumes  that  she  may  retain  her  own.  Doubt- 
less no  means  were  neglected  for  her  reclamation  ; 
none  would  prevail  Beligious  Asa  gathers  up  him- 
self, and  begins  to  remember  that  he  is  a  king,  tnough 
a  son  ;  that  she,  though  a  mother,  yet  is  a  subject ; 
that  her  eminence  could  not  but  countenance  idolatry ; 
that  her  greatness  suppressed  religion,  which  he  should 
in  vain  hope  to  reform,  while  her  superstition  swayed : 
forgetting  therefore  the  challenges  of  nature,  the  awe 
of  infancy,  the  custom  of  reverence,  he  strips  her  of 
that  command,  which  he  saw  prejudicial  to  his  Maker. 
All  respects  of  flesh  and  blood  must  be  trampled  on 
for  God.  Could  that  long-settled  idolatir  want  abet- 
tors? Questionless  some  or  other  would  say,  Thia 
was  the  relirion  of  your  father  Abijam,  this  of  your 
grandfather  Eehoboam,  this  of  the  latter  days  of  your 
wise  and  great  grandfather  Solomon,  this  of  your 
grandmother  Maachah,  this  of  your  great  grand- 
mother Naamah  ;  why  should  it  not  be  yours  ?  why 
should  you  suspect  either  the  wisdom,  or  piety,  or 
salvation  of  so  many  predecessors  ?  Good  Asa  had 
learned  to  condemn  prescription  against  a  direct 
law  ;  he  had  the  grace  to  know  it  was  no  measuring 
truth  by  so  modem  antiquity ;  his  eyes  scorning 
to  look  so  low,  raise  up  themselves  to  the  incor- 
n\pt  times  of  Solomon,  to  David,  to  Samuel,  to  the 
Judges,  to  Joshua,  to  Moses,  to  the  Patriarchs,  to 
Noah,  to  the  religious  founders  of  the  first  world,  to 
the  first  Father  of  mankind,  to  Paradise,  to  Heaven. 
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In  comparison  of  tbese,  Maachah's  God  cannot  over- 
look  yesterday  ;  the  ancientest  error  is  but  a  novice 
to  truth  ;  and  if  never  any  example  could  be  pleaded 
for  purity  of  religion  it  is  enough  that  the  precept  is 
express.  He  knew  what  God  said  in  Sinai,  and  wrote 
in  the  tables,  "Thou  shalt  not  make  to  thyself  any 
graven  image,  nor  any  similitude  ;  thou  shalt  not 
bow  down  to  them,  nor  worship  them."  If  all  the 
world  had  been  an  idolater,  ever  since  that  word  was 
given,  he  knew  how  little  that  precedent  could  avail 
for  disobedience.  Practice  must  be  corrected  by  law, 
and  not  the  law  yield  to  practice :  Maachali  there- 
fore goes  down  from  her  seat,  her  idols  from  their 
grove ;  she  to  retiredness,  they  to  the  fire,  and  from 
thence  to  the  water ;  woiul  deities,  that  could  both 
bum  and  drown ! 

Neither  did  the  zeal  of  Asa  more  magnify  itself  in 
these  private  acts  of  weeding  out  the  corruptions  of 
religion  than  in  the  positive  acts  of  a  holy  plantation. 
In  the  falling  of  those  idolatrous  shrines,  the  temple 
of  God  flourishes ;  that  doth  he  furnish  with  those 
sacred  treasures,  which  were  dedicated  by  himself,  by 
his  progenitors ;  like  the  true  son  of  David,  he  would 
not  serve  God  cost  free:  Rehoboam  turned  Solomon's 
gold  into  brass ;  Asa  turns  Rehoboam's  brass  into 
gold.  Some  of  these  vessels,  it  seems,  Abijam,  Asa's 
fother,  had  dedicated  to  God ;  but  after  his  vow 
inquired,  yea,  withheld  them.  Asa,  like  a  good  son, 
pays  his  father's  debts,  and  his  own.  It  is  a  good 
sign  of  a  well-meant  devotion,  when  we  can  abide  it 
chargeable ;  as  contrarily,  in  the  aSaira  of  God,  a 
nig^rdly  hand  argues  a  cold  and  hollow  heart 

All  these  were  noble  and  excellent  acts,  the  extir- 
pation of  sodomy,  the  demolition  of  idols,  the  removal 
of  Maachah,  the  oounteous contribution  to  the  temple; 
but  that  which  gives  a  true  life  unto  all  these  is  a 
sound  root.  "  Asa's  heart  was  perfect  with  the  Lofd 
aJl  his  days."  No  less  laudable  works  than  these 
have  proceeded  from  hypocrisy,  which,  while  they 
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have  carried  away  applause  from  men,  liave  lost  their 
thanks  with  God,  All  Asa's  gold  was  but  dross  to 
his  pure  intentions. 

But,  oh  what  great  and  many  infinnitieA  may  con- 
sist with  uprightnesa !  What  alloys  of  imperfection 
will  there  be  found  in  the  most  refined  soiil !  Four 
no  small  faults  are  found  in  true-hearted  Asa ;  first, 
the  high  places  stood  still  unremoved;  what  ht^h 
plaees  ?  There  were  some  dedicated  to  the  worship 
of  &lse  gods,  these  Asa  took  away ;  there  were  some 
misdevoted  to  the  worship  of  the  true  God,  these  he 
let  stand,  ^ere  was  gross  idolatry  in  the  former, 
there  was  a  weak  will-worship  in  the  latter ;  while 
he  opposes  impiety,  he  winks  at  mistakings:  yet 
even  tne  variety  of  altars  was  forbidden  by  an  express 
charge  from  God,  who  had  confined  his  service  to  the 
temple.  With  one  breath  doth  God  report  both 
these ;  "  The  high  places  were  not  removed,  yet  never- 
theless Asa's  heart  was  perfect."  God  w^  not  see 
weaknesses,  where  ho  sees  truth ;  how  pleasing  a 
thing  is  sincerity,  that,  in  &vour  thereof,  the  mercy 
of  our  just  G^  digests  many  an  error!  0  God,  let 
our  hearts  go  upright,  though  our  feet  slide ;  the  fell 
cannot,  through  thy  grace,  be  deadly,  however  it  may 
shame  or  p^n  us. 

Besides,  to  confront  his  rival  of  Israel,  Baasha,  this 
religious  king  of  Judah  fetches  in  Benhadad  the  king 
of  ^Tia  into  God's  inheritance,  upon  too  dear  a  rate ; 
the  breach  of  his  league,  the  expilation  of  the  temple. 
All  the  wealth,  wherewith  A^  had  endowed  th^ 
house  of  the  Lord,  was  little  enough  to  hire  an 
Edomite  to  betray  his  fidelity,  and  to  invade  Israel: 
leagues  may  be  made  with  infidels;  not  at  such  a 
price,  upon  such  terms ;  there  can  be  no  warrant  for 
a  wilful  subornation  of  perfidiousness ;  in  these  cases 
of  outward  things,  the  mercy  of  God  dispenseth  with 
our  true  necessities,  not  with  the  afiected,  0  Asa, 
where  was  thy  piety,  while  thou  robbedst  God  to 
corrupt  an  infidel,  for  the  slaughter  of  the  Israelites  1 
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0  princes,  where  is  your  piety,  while  ye  hire  Turks 
to  the  sbotghter  of  Chrietiane — to  the  spoil  of  Gwl's 
church  ? 

Yet,  -which  waa  worse,  Asa  doth  not  only  empiaj 
the  Syrian,  but  relies  on  him,  relies  not  on  uod ; 
a  confidence  less  sinful  cost  his  grandfather  David 
dear ;  and  when  Hanani,  God's  seer,  the  herald  of 
heaven,  came  to  denounce  war  against  him  for  these 
sins,  Asa,  instead  of  penitence,  breaks  into  choler : 
fury  sparkles  in  those  eyes  which  should  have  gushed 
out  with  water ;  those  Hps  that  should  have  called 
for  mercy,  command  revenge ;  how  ill  do  these  two 
agree,  the  heart  of  David,  the  tongue  of  Jerohoam ! 
'&at  holy  grandfather  of  hia  would  not  have  done  so; 
when  God's  messenger  reproved  him  for  sin,  he  con- 
demned it,  and  himself  for  it ;  I  see  his  tears,  I  do 
not  hear  his  threats.  It  ill  becomes  a  faithful  heart 
to  rage  where  it  should  sorrow,  and  instead  of  sub- 
mission, to  persecute.  Sometimes  no  difference  appears 
betwixt  a  son  of  David  and  the  son  of  Ifebat.  Any 
man  may  do  ill,  but  to  defend  it,  to  outface  it,  is  for 
rebels :  yet  even  upright  Asa  imprisons  the  prophet, 
and  cmshes  his  gainaayere.  It  w^e  pity  that  the 
best  man  should  be  judged  by  every  of  his  actions, 
and  not  by  all ;  the  course  of  our  life  must  either 
allow  or  condemn  us,  not  these  sudden  eruptions. 

As  the  life  so  the  death-bed  of  Asa  wanted  not 
infirmities ;  long  and  prosperous  had  his  reign  been ; 
now  after  forty  years'  health  and  happiness,  he  that 
imprisoned  the  prophet  is  imprisoned  in  his  bed. 
There  is  more  pain  m  those  fettera  which  God  put 
upon  Aaa,  than  those  which  Asa  puts  upon  Hanani : 
and  now,  behold,  he  that  in  his  war  seeks  to  Ben- 
hftdad,  not  to  God,  in  his  wetness  seeks  not  to  God, 
but  to  physicians.  We  cannot  easily  put  upon  God 
a  greater  wptmg  than  the  ahenation  of  our  trust. 
Earthly  means  are  for  uae,  not  for  confidence ;  we 
may,  we  must  employ  them,  we  may  not  rely  upon 
them.  Well  may  God  challenge  our  trust,  as  his 
I  2 
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peculiftT,  which  if  we  cast  upon  any  creature,  we  defy 
it.  Whence  have  herbs,  and  drugs,  and  phyBicians, 
their  being  and  efficacy,  but  from  that  divine  band  ? 
No  marvel  then  if  Asa's  gout  struck  to  bis  heart,  and 
his  feet  carried  bim  to  his  grave,  since  his  heart  was 
miscarried,  for  the  cure  of  his  feet,  to  an  injurious 
misconfideuce  in  the  means,  with  neglect  of  hia 
Maker. 


CONTEMPLATION  VI. 

ELIJAH    WITH    THE    SABEPTAK. 

Who  should  be  matched  with  Moses  in  the  hill  of 
Tabor  but  Elijah  ?  surely,  next  after  Moses,  there 
was  never  any  prophet  of  the  Old  Testament  more 
glorious  than  he ;  none  more  glorious,  none  more 
obscure :  the  other  prophets  are  not  mentioned  with- 
out the  name  of  their  parent,  for  the  mutual  honour 
both  of  the  father  and  the  son :  Elijah,  as  if  he  had 
been  a  son  of  the  earth,  comes  forth  with  the  bare 
mentiou  of  the  place  of  his  birth.  Meanness  of  de- 
scent is  no  block  in  God's  way  to  the  most  honour- 
able vocations ;  it  matters  not  whose  son  he  be, 
whom  God  will  grace  with  his  service.  In  the  great- 
est honours  that  human  nature  is  capable  o^  God 
forgets  our  parents :  as  when  we  shall  be  raised  up 
to  a  glorious  life,  there  shall  be  no  respect  had  to  the 
loins  whence  we  came ;  so  it  is  proportionally  in  these 
spiritual  advancements. 

These  times  were  fit  for  an  Elijah ;  and  El^ah  was 
fit  for  them ;  the  erainentest  prophet  is  reserved  for 
the  corrupteat  age.  Israel  had  never  such  a  king  as 
Ahab  for  impiety,  never  so  miraculous  a  prophet  as 
Elijah  ;  this  Elijah  is  addressed  to  this  ^ab.  The 
God  of  spirits  knows  how  to  proportion  men  to  the 
occasions,  and  to  tiuse  up  to  himself  such  witnesses, 
as  may  be  most  able  to  convince  the  world.  A  mild 
Moses  was  for  the  low  estate  of  afflicted  Israel ;  mild 
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in  spirit,  but  mighty  in  wonders ;  mild  in  spirit,  be- 
cause he  had  to  do  with  a  persecuted,  and  yet  a 
touchy  and  perverse  people ;  mighty  in  wonders, 
because  he  had  to  do  with  a  Pharaoh.  A  grave  and 
holy  Samuel  was  for  the  quiet  consistence  of  Israel ; 
a  fiery-spirited  Elijah  was  for  the  desperatest  decli- 
nation of  Israel.  And  if,  in  the  late  times  of  the 
depraved  condition  of  his  Church,  Grod  have  raJaed 
up  some  spirits,  that  have  been  more  warm  and  stir- 
rmg  than  those  of  common  mould,  we  cannot  oensure 
the  choice,  when  we  see  the  service. 

The  first  word  that  we  hear  from  Elijah  is  an  oath, 
and  a  threat  to  Ahab,  to  Israel :  "  As  the  Lord  Crod 
of  Israel  liveth,  before  whom  I  stand,  there  shall  not 
be  dew  nor  rain  these  years,  hut  according  to  my 
word."  He  comes  in  like  a  tempest,  who  went  out 
in  a  whirlwind ;  doubtless  he  had  spoken  fair  and 
peaceable  invitations  to  Israel,  though  we  hear  them 
not ;  this  was  but  the  storm  which  followed  his  re- 
pulse, their  obstinacy.  After  many  solicitations  and 
warnings,  Israel  is  stricken  by  the  same  tongue  that 
had  prayed  for  it ;  Elijah  dares  avouch  these  judgments 
to  their  head,  to  Ahab.  I  do  not  so  much  wonder  at 
the  boldness  of  Elijah,  as  at  his  power  ;  yea,  whoso 
sees  his  power,  can  no  whit  wonder  at  his  boldness  : 
how  could  he  be  but  bold  to  the  face  of  a  man,  who 
was  thus  powerful  with  God  ?  As  if  Grod  had  lent 
him  the  keys  of  heaven  to  shut  it  up,  and  open  it  at 
pleasure,  he  can  say,  "  There  shall  be  neither  dew, 
nor  rain,  these  years,  but  according  to  my  word."  0 
God,  how  far  it  hath  pleased  thee  to  communicate 
thyself  to  a  weak  man !  What  angel  can  ever  say 
thus  ?  Thy  hand,  0  Lord,  is  not  shortened ;  why 
art  thou  not  thus  marvellous  in  the  ministers  of  thy 
Gospel  1  is  it  for  that  their  miracles  were  ours  ?  is  it 
for  that  thou  wouldst  have  us  live  by  faith,  not  by 
sense  ?  is  it  for  that  our  task  is  spiritual,  and  there- 
fore more  abstracted  from  bodily  helps  t  We  cannot 
command  the  sun  with  Joshua,  nor  the  thunder  with 
I  3 
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Samuel,  nor  the  rain  witli  Elijali ;  it  shall  content  us 
if  we  can  fix  the  eun  of  righteouBneos  in  the  soul,  if 
we  can  thunder  out  the  judgments  of  God  against 
ein,  if  we  can  water  the  earthen  hearts  of  men  with 
the  former  and  latter  rain  of  heavenly  doctrine. 

Elijah's  mantle  cannot  make  him  forget  his  fiesh  ; 
while  he  knows  himself  a  prophet,  he  remembers  to 
be  a  man  ;  he  doth  not  therefore  arrogate  his  power, 
&e  his  own,  but  publisheth  it  as  hie  Mastei''s ;  this 
restraint  must  be  according  to  his  word,  and  that 
word  was  from  a  higher  mouth  than  his.  He  spake 
from  him  bj^  whom  he  sware ;  whose  word  was  as 
sure  as  his  life ;  and  therefore  be  durst  say,  "As  the 
Lord  liveth,  there  shall  be  no  rain."  Man  only  can 
denounce  what  God  will  execute,  which,  when  it  is 
once  revealed,  can  no  more  fail  than  the  Almighty 
himself 

He  that  had  this  interest  and  power  in  heaven, 
what  needed  he  flee  from  an  earthly  pursuit  ?  could 
his  prayers  restrain  the  clouds,  and  not  hold  the 
hands  of  flesh  and  blood  ?  vet,  behold  Elijah  must 
flee  from  Ahab,  and  hide  him  by  the  brook  Cherith. 
The  wisdom  of  God  doth  not  think  flt  so  to  make  a 
beaten  path  of  miracles,  as  that  he  will  not  walk  be- 
side it ;  he  will  have  our  own  endeavours  concur  to 
our  preservation,  Elyaii  wanted  neither  courage  of 
heart  nor  strength  of  hand,  and  yet  he  must  trust  to 
his  feet  for  safety ;  how  muoh  more  lawful  is  it,  for 
our  impotence,  to  fly  from  persecution  J  Even  that 
God  sends  him  to  hide  his  head,  who  could  as  easily 
have  protected  as  nourished  him.  He  that  wilfully 
stands  still  to  oatch  dangers,  tempteth  God  instead 
of  trusting  him.  The  prophet  must  be  gone,  not 
without  order  taken  for  his  purveyance :  oh  the 
strange  caterers  for  Elijah !  "  I  have  commanded 
the  ravens  to  feed  thee  there."  I  know  not  whether 
had  been  more  miraculous,  to  preserve  liim  without 
meat,  or  to  provide  meat  by  such  mouths.  The 
raven,  a  devouring  and  ravenous  fowl,  that  uses  to 
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snatch  away  meat  troia  others,  hrinffs  it  to  him.  He 
that  coiild  have  fed  Elijah  bj  angds,  will  feed  him 
by  ravens.  There  was  then  in  Israel  an  hospitable 
Obadiah  that  kept  a  secret  table  in  two  several  oaves, 
for  a  hundred  prophets  of  God.  There  were  seven 
thousand  faithful  Israelites,  in  spite  of  the  devil,  who 
had  never  bowed  knee  to  Baal :  doubtless,  any  of 
these  would  have  had  a  trencher  ready  for  Elijah, 
and  have  thought  himself  happy  to  have  deft'auded 
his  own  maw,  for  ao  noble  a  prophet ;  God  rather 
chooses  to  make  use  of  the  most  unlikely  fowls  of 
the  air,  than  their  bounty,  that  he  might  rive  both 
to  his  prophet  and  us,  a  pregnant  proof  of  his  abso- 
lute command  over  all  his  creatures,  and  win  our 
trust  in  all  extremities.  Who  can  make  question  of 
the  provisions  of  God,  when  he  sees  the  very  ravens 
shall  forget  their  own  hunger,  and  purvey  for  Elijah  1 
O  God,  thou  that  provident  meat  for  the  fowls  of  the 
air,  wilt  make  the  fowls  of  the  air  provide  meat  for 
Toaa,  lather  than  his  dependence  on  thee  shall  he 
disappointed !  Oh  let  not  our  faith  be  wanting  to 
thee  ;  thy  care  can  never  be  wanting  to  us  t 

Elijah  might  have  lived  for  the  time  with  bread 
and  water  ;  neither  had  his  fare  been  worse  than  his 
fellows  in  the  caves  of  Obadiah ;  but  the  munificence 
of  God  will  have  his  meals  better  furnished.  The 
ravens  shall  bring  him  both  bread  and  flesh  twice  in 
the  day.  It  is  not  for  a  persecuted  prophet  to  long 
after  delicates  ;  Qod  gives  order  for  competency,  not 
for  wantonness  ;  not  out  of  the  dainty  compositions 
in  Jezebel's  kitchen,  not  out  of  the  pleasant  wines  in 
her  cellar,  would  God  provide  for  Elijah  ;  but  the 
ravens  shall  bring  him  plain  and  homely  victuals, 
and  the  river  shall  affora  him  drink ;  if  we  have 
wherewith  to  sustain  nature,  though  not  to  pamper 
it,  we  owe  thanks  to  the  Giver.  Those  of  God's 
&mily  may  not  be  curious,  not  disdainful.  Ill  doth 
it  become  a  servant  of  the  Highest  to  be  a  slave  to 
his  palate.  Doubtless,  one  bit  from  the  mouth  of 
I  4 
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tlie  raven  was  more  tileaeing;  to  Elijah,  than  a  whole 
tableiul  of  Ahab's.  Nothing  ia  more  comfortable  to 
Qod'e  children,  than  to  see  the  sensible  demonstra- 
tions of  the  divine  care  and  providence. 

The  brook  Cherith  cannot  last  always  ;  that  stream 
shall  not,  for  Elijah's  sake,  be  exempted  from  the 
universal  exsiccation :  yea,  the  prophet  himself  feela 
the  smart  of  this  drought,  which  he  had  denounced 
It  is  no  unusual  thing  with  God  to  suffer  his  own 
dear  children  to  be  enwrapped  in  the  common  cala- 
mities of  offenders.  He  makes  difference  in  the  use 
and  issue  of  their  stripes,  not  in  the  infliction.  The 
com  is  cut  down  with  the  weeds,  but  to  a  better  pur- 
posa 

When  the  brook  fails,  God  hath  a  Zarephath  for 
Elijah ;  instead  of  the  ravens,  a  widow  shall  there 
feed  him,  yea  herself  by  him.  Who  can  enough 
wonder  at  the  pitch  of  thia  selective  providence  of 
the  Almighty  ?  Zarephath  was  a  town  of  Sidon,  and 
therefore  without  the  pale  of  the  church ;  poverty 
was  the  best  of  this  widow ;  she  was  a  pagan  by 
birth,  heathenishly  superstitious  by  institution.  Many 
widows  were  in  Israel  in  the  days  of  El^ah,  when 
the  heaven  was  shut  up  three  years  and  six  months, 
when  great  famine  was  throughout  all  the  land  ;  but 
unto  none  of  them  was  Ellas  sent,  save  unto  this 
Zarephath,  a  city  of  Sidon,  unto  a  woman  that  was  a 
widow.  He  that  first  fed  the  prophet  by  the  mouth 
of  unclean  fowls,  will  now  feed  him  by  the  hand  of 
a  heathenish  hostess ;  his  only  command  sanctifies 
those  creatures  which,  by  a  general  charge,  were 
legally  impure. 

There  were  other  birds  besides  ravens,  other  widows 
besides  the  Sareptan  ;  none  but  the  ravens,  none  but 
the  Sareptan  shall  nourish  Elijah.  God's  choice  is 
not  led  in  the  string  of  human  reasons ;  his  holy  will 
is  the  guide,  and  the  ground  of  all  his  elections.  "  It 
is  not  m  him  that  wills,  nor  in  him  that  runs,  hut  in 
God  that  shows  mercy." 
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The  prophet  followB  the  call  of  his  Gfld ;  the  same 
hand  that  orought  him  to  the  gate  of  Zareph&th,  led 
also  this  poor  widow  out  of  her  doors ;  she  shall  then 

f>  to  seek  her  sticks,  when  she  shall  be  found  of 
lijah ;  she  thought  of  her  hearth,  she  thought  not 
of  a  prophet,  when  the  man  of  Gtod  calls  to  her, 
"  Petcn  me  a  little  water  I  pray  thee,  in  a  vessel, 
that  I  may  drink."  It  waa  no  easy  suit  in  ao 
droughty  a  season  ;  and  yet,  at  the  first  sight,  the 
prophet  dares  second  it  with  a  greater,  "  Bring  me  a 
morsel  of  bread  in  thine  hand."  That  long  drought 
had  made  every  drop,  every  crumb  precious  ;  yet  the 
prophet  is  emboldened  by  the  charge  of  God  to  call 
for  both  water  and  bread ;  he  had  found  the  ravens  so 
officious,  that  he  cannot  make  doubt  of  the  Sareptan. 
She  sticks  not  at  the  water,  she  would  not  stick  at 
the  bread,  if  necessity  had  not  pressed  her,  "  As  the 
Lord  thy  Qod  liveth,  I  have  not  a  cake,  but  a  hand- 
ful of  meal  in  a  barrel,  and  a  little  oil  in  a  cruse ; 
and  behold  I  am  gathering  two  sticks,  that  I  may  go 
in  and  dress  it  for  me  and  my  son,  that  we  may  eat 
it  and  die." 

If  she  knew  not  the  man,  how  did  she  know  his 
6od  ?  and  if  she  knew  not  the  Ckid  of  Elijah,  how  did 
she  swear  by  him  ?  Certainly,  though  she  were  without 
the  bounds  of  Israel,  yet  she  was  within  the  borders ; 
so  much  she  had  gained  by  her  neighbourhood,  to 
know  an  Israelite,  a  prophet,  by  his  t^bit ;  to  know 
tho  only  living  God  was  the  God  of  the  prophet,  the 
God  of  Israel ;  and  if  this  had  not  been,  yet  it  is  no 
marvel  if  the  widow  knew  Mnah,  since  the  ravens 
knew  him.  It  was  high  time  for  the  prophet  to  visit 
the  Sareptan  ;  poor  soul !  she  was  now  making  her 
last  meal ;  after  one  mean  morsel  she  was  yielding 
herself  over  to  death.  How  opportunely  hath  God 
provided  succours  to  our  distresses  !  It  is  his  gloiy 
to  help  at  a  pinch  ;  to  begin  where  we  have  given 
over ;  that  our  relief  might  be  so  much  the  more 
welcome,  by  how  much  it  is  less  looked  for. 
I  5 
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Bat,  oh !  what  a  trial  ia  Has  of  the  fiuth  of  a  weak 
proselyte,  if  she  were  eo  much !  "  Fear  not,  go  do  as 
thou  haat  aaid ;  hut  make  me  thereof  a  litUe  cake 
first,  and  hring  it  to  me,  and  after  make  for  thee 
and  thy  aon :  for  thus  aaith  the  Clod  of  Israel,  The 
barrel  of  meal  shall  not  waste,  nor  the  cruse  of  oil 
fail,  till  the  da?  that  Crod  shaU  send  rain  upon  the 
earth."  She  must  go  spend  upon  a  stranger  part,  of 
that  little  she  hath,  in  hope  of  more  which  she  hath 
not,  which  she  may  have ;  she  must  part  with  her 
present  food  which  she  saw,  in  trust  of  future  which 
she  could  not  see :  she  must  roh  her  sense  in  the 
exercise  of  her  belief,  and  ehcHrten  her  life  in  being, 
upon  the  hope  of  a  potraction  of  it  in  promise  ;  she 
must  believe  God  will  mlraoulousl;  increase  what  she 
hath  yielded  to  consume ;  she  must  first  feed  the 
stranger  with  her  last  viotuats,  and  then  after,  herself 
and  her  son.  Some  sharp  dame  would  have  taken  up 
the  prophet,  and  have  him  seat  away  with  an  angry 
repulse:  Bcild  Israelite,  there  is  no  reason  in  Uiu 
request ;  wert  thou  a  friend  or  a  brother,  with  what 
face  couldst  thou  require  to  pull  my  last  bit  out  of 
mj  mouth  ?  bad  I  superfluity  of  provision,  thou 
mightest  hope  for  this  effect  of  my  oharity:  now, 
that  I  have  but  one  morsel  for  myself  and  my  son, 
this  is  an  ii^urions  importunity ;  what  can  indtiee 
thee  to  think  thy  life,  an  imknowo  traveller,  should 
he  more  dear  to  roe  than  my  son'^  than  my  ownl 
How  un<avil  is  this  motion,  that  I  should  fijst  make 
provision  for  thee  in  this  dying  extremity!  it  bad 
been  too  mueh  to  have  begged  my  last  scraps.  Thxm. 
teUest  me  the  meal  shall  not  waste,  nor  the  oil  fail ; 
how  shall  I  bedieve  thee  ?  let  ma  see  that  done  before 
thou  eatest  •■  m  vain  should  I  challenge  thee,  whoj  the 
remainder  of  my  poor  store  is  omsumed.  If  tlrati 
canst  BO  easily  multiply  victuals,  how  is  it  that  thon 
wantest }  Do  that  beforehand  which  thou  promisest 
shall  be  afterwards  performed,  there  wiU  be  no  n«ed 
of  my  little.    But  this  good  SaJreptan  was  wrought  by 
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God  not  to  mistrust  a  propliet ;  she  will  do  what  he 
bids,  and  hope  for  what  be  promiseB ;  ahe  will  live 
by  faith  rather  than  by  sense,  and  give  away  the 
present  in  the  confidence  of  a  future  remuneratioo : 
first,  she  bakes  Elyah's  cake,  then  her  own,  not 
grudging  to  see  her  last  morsels  go  down  another's 
throat,  while  herself  waa  CEunighing.  How  hard  pre- 
cepts doth  God  lay,  where  he  int^ds  bounty !  Had 
not  God  meant  her  preservation,  he  had  suffered  her 
to  eat  her  last  cake  alone,  without  any  interpellation ; 
now  the  mercy  of  the  Almighty  purposing  as  well 
this  miraculous  favour  to  her,  aa  to  luB  prophet,  re- 
quires of  her  this  task,  which  flesh  and  blood  would 
have  thought  unreasonable.  So  we  are  wont  to  put 
bard  questions  to  those  scholars,  whom  we  would 
promote  to  higher  forms.  So,  in  all  achievements, 
the  difficulty  of  the  enterprise  makes  way  for  the 
gloiy  of  the  actor. 

Ilapi^  was  it  for  this  widow,  that  she  did  not  shut 
her  hand  to  the  man  of  God,  that  she  was  no  niggard 
of  her  last  handful :  never  com  or  olive  did  so  ini 


in  growing,  as  here  in  consuming.  This  barrel,  this 
cnise  of  hers  had  no  bottom,  the  barrel  of  meal  wasted 
not,  the  cruse  of  oil  fiuled  not :  behold,  not  getting, 
not  saving,  is  the  way  to  abundanoe,  but  giving.  The 
mercy  of  God  crowns  our  b^ieflcence  with  the  blessing 
of  store ;  who  can  feat  want  by  a  merciful  liberality, 
when  he  sees  the  Sareptan  had  &mished,  if  she  had 
not  given,  and  by  giving  abounded?  Wjth  what 
thanldnl  devotion  must  this  woman  every  day  needs 
look  upon  her  barrel  and  cruse,  wherein  ahe  saw  the 
mercy  of  <Jod  renewed  to  her  continually !  Doubtless 
her  soul  was  no  less  fed  by  faith,  than  her  body  with 
this  supernatural  provision.  How  welcome  a  guest 
must  Elijah  needs  be  to  this  widow,  that  gave  her  life 
and  her  son's  to  her  for  his  board !  yea,  that  in  that 
woful  famine,  gave  her  and  her  son  their  board  for  his 
house-room. 
The  dearth  thus  overcome,  the  mother  looks  hope- 
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fiilly  on  her  only  son,  promising  herself  much  joy  in 
his  life  and  prosperity,  when  &n  unexpected  sickness 
aurpriseth  him,  and  doth  that  which  the  famine  but 
threatened.  When  can  we  hold  ourselves  seciire  from 
evils  ?  no  sooner  is  one  of  these  seijeante  compounded 
withal,  than  we  are  arrested  by  another. 

How  ready  are  we  to  mist^e  the  grounds  of  our 
afflictions,  and  to  caet  them  upon  false  causes  I  The 
passionate  mother  cannot  find  whether  to  impute  the 
death  of  her  sod,  but  to  the  presence  of  Elijah,  to 
whom  she  comes  distracted  with  perplexity,  not  with- 
out an  unkind  challenge  of  him,  from  whom  she  had 
received  both  that  life  she  had  lost,  and  that  she  had  ; 
"  What  have  I  to  do  with  thee,  0  thou  man  of  Grod  ? 
art  thou  come  to  me  to  call  my  sin  to  remembrance, 
and  to  slay  my  son  ?" 

As  if  her  son  could  not  have  died,  if  Elijah  had  not 
been  her  guest ;  whereas  her  son  had  died,  but  for 
him ;  why  should  she  think  that  the  prophet  had 
saved  him  from  the  bmine  to  kill  him  with  sickness  ? 
88  if  God  had  not  been  free  in  his  actions,  and  must 
needs  strike  by  the  same  hands  by  which  he  preserved. 
She  had  the  grace  to  know  that  her  affliction  was  for 
her  sin ;  yet  was  so  unwise,  to  imagine  the  arreara^s 
of  her  iniquities  had  not  been  called  for,  if  Elijah  had 
not  been  the  remembrancer ;  he  who  had  appeased 
God  towards  her,  is  suspected  to  have  incensed  him  ; 
this  wrongful  misconstruction  was  enough  to  move 
anv  patience.  Elijah  wa^  of  a  hot  spirit ;  yet  his 
holiness  kept  him  from  fury :  this  challenge  rather 
increased  the  zeal  of  his  prayer,  than  stirred  his  choler 
to  the  offendent  He  taKes  the  dead  child  out  of  his 
mother's  bosom,  and  lays  him  upon  his  own  bed,  and 
cries  unto  the  Lord,  "  0  Lord  my  Omi,  hast  thou 
brought  evil  also  upon  the  widow  with  whom  I  sojourn, 
by  slaying  her  son  f  Instead  of  chiding  the  Sareptan, 
out  of  the  fervency  of  his  soul  he  humbly  expostulates 
with  his  God  t  his  only  remedy  is  in  his  prayer ;  that 
which  shut  heaven  for  rain,  must  open  it  for  life. 
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Every  word  enforceth ;  first,  he  pleads  his  intereBt  in 
God,  "  0  Lord  my  God ;"  then  the  quality  of  the  pa- 
tient, "a  widow,"  and  therefore  hoth  most  distressed 
with  the  loss,  and  moat  pecuUar  to  the  charge  of  the 
Almighty.  Then  his  interest,  as  in  God,  so  in  this 
patient,  "  with  whom  I  sojourn ;"  as  if  the  stroke 
were  given  to  himself,  through  her  sides ;  and  lastly, 
the  quality  of  the  punishment,  "  by  slaying  her  son," 
the  only  comfort  of  her  life :  and  in  all  these  imply- 
ing the  scandal  that  needs  must  arise  irom  this  event, 
wherever  it  should  be  noised,  to  the  name  of  his  God, 
to  his  own :  when  it  should  be  said,  Lo !  how  Elijah's 
entertainment  is  rewarded :  surely  the  prophet  is 
either  impotent  or  unthankful 

Neither  doth  his  tongue  move  thus  only ;  thrice 
doth  he  stretch  himself  upon  the  dead  body,  as  if  he 
could  wish  to  iniuse  of  his  own  life  into  the  child, 
and  so  often  calls  to  his  God  for  the  restitution  of  his 
soul  What  can  Elijah  ask  to  he  denied  ?  The  Lord 
heard  the  voice  of  the  prophet,  the  soul  of  the  child 
came  into  him  again,  and  he  revived.  What  miracle 
is  impossible  to  ^ithful  mayors  ?  There  cannot  be 
more  difference  betwixt  Blyah's  devotion  and  ours, 
than  betwixt  supernatural  and  ordinary  a«ts ;  if  he 
therefore  obtained  miraculous  favours  by  hia  prayers, 
do  we  doubt  of  those  which  are  within  the  sphere  of 
nature  and  use  ?  What  could  we  want,  if  we  did  not 
slack  to  ply  heaven  with  our  prayers  ? 

Certainly  Elijah  had  not  been  premonished  of  this 
sudden  sickness  and  death  of  the  child ;  he  who  knew 
the  remote  affairs  of  the  world,  might  not  know  what 
God  would  do  within  his  own  roof  The  greatest 
prophet  must  content  himself  with  so  much  of  God's 
counsel,  aa  he  will  please  to  reveal ;  and  he  will  some- 
times reveal  the  greater  secrets,  and  conceal  the  leas, 
to  make  good  both  his  own  liberty  and  man's  humili- 
ation. So  much  more  unexpected  as  the  stroke  was, 
BO  much  more  welcome  is  the  cure.  How  joyfully  doth 
the  man  of  God  take  the  revived  child  into  his  arms. 
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and  present  him  to  hia  mother !  Hov  doth  his  heart 
leap  within  him,  at  this  proof  of  God's  favour  to  him, 
mercy  to  the  widow,  power  to  the  child ! 

What  life  and  joy  did  now  show  itself  in  the  face 
of  that  amazed  mother,  when  she  saw  again  the  eyes 
of  her  son  fixed  upon  hers :  when  she  felt  hia  flesh 
warm,  his  motions  vital !  Now  she  can  say  to  Elijah, 
"  By  this  I  know  that  thou  art  a  man  of  God,  and 
that  the  word  of  the  Lord  in  thy  mouth  is  truth." 
Did  she  not  till  now  know  this  ?  Had  she  not  said 
before,  "  What  have  I  to  do  with  thee,  0  thou  man  of 
God  ?"  Were  not  her  cruse  and  her  barrel  sufficient 
proofs  of  his  divine  commission  ?  Doubtless  what  her 
meal  and  oil  had  assured  her  of,  the  death  of  her  son 
made  her  to  doubt ;  and  now  the  reviving  did  rea^- 
certain.  Even  the  strongest  ^th  sometimes  stagger- 
eth,  and  needeth  new  acts  of  heavenly  supportation ; 
the  end  of  miracles  is  eonfij-mation  of  truth.  It  teems, 
had  this  widow's  son  continued  dead,  her  belief  had 
been  buried  in  his  grave :  notwithstanding  her  meal 
and  her  oil,  her  soul  had  languished.  The  mercy  of 
God  is  fain  to  provide  new  helps  for  our  infirmities, 
and  gracioudy  condescends  to  our  own  terms,  that  he 
may  work  out  our  &ith  and  salvation. 


CONTEMPLATION  VII. 

ELIJAH   WITH    TEE   BAALITBS. 

Tebeb  years  and  a  half  did  Israel  lie  gaqping  under 
a  parching  drought  and  miserable  famina  NocxeatoFe 
was  so  odious  to  them  as  Elijah,  to  whom  they  ascribed 
all  their  misery.  Hethinks  I  bear  how  they  railed 
on,  and  cursed  the  prophet:  how  much  envy  must 
the  servants  of  God  undergo  for  their  master  I  Nothing 
but  the  tongue  was  Elijah's,  the  hand  was  God's ;  the 
prophet  did  but  say  what  God  would  do.  I  do  not 
see  them  fall  out  with  their  sins,  that  had  deserved 
the  judgment,  but  with  the  messenger  that  denounced 
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it.  Baal  had  no  fewer  seirants,  than  if  there  had 
been  both  lain  and  plenty.  Elijah  safely  spends  this 
storm  under  the  lee  of  Zarephath  ;  some  three  jeais 
hath  he  lain  close  in  that  oDscure  comer,  and  lived 
upon  the  barrel  and  cruse  which  he  had  multiplied : 
at  last,  God  calls  him  forth,  "  Go ,  show  thyself  to  < 
Ahab,  and  I  will  send  rain  upon  the  earth  ;"  no  rain 
must  fall  till  Elijah  was  seen  of  Ahab ;  he  carried 
away  the  clouds  with  him,  he  must  bring  them  again. 
The  king,  the  people  of  Israel,  shall  be  witnesses  that 
God  will  make  good  the  word,  the  oath  of  his  prophet. 
Should  the  rain  have  fJEillen  in  GUjah's  absence,  who 
could  have  known  it  was  by  his  procurement  ?  God 
holds  the  credit  of  his  messei^rs  precious,  and 
neglects  nothing  that  m&j  grace  them  m  the  eyes  of 
the  world  ;  not  the  necessity  of  seven  thousand  reli- 
gious Israelites  could  crack  the  wi»d  of  one  EluaL 
There  is  nothing  wherein  God  is  more  tender,  than 
in  approving  the  veracity  of  himself  in  his  ministers. 

Lewd  Ahab  hath  a  holy  steward ;  as  his  name  was, 
so  was  he  a  servant  of  God,  while  his  master  was  a 
slave  to  Baal  He  that  reserved  seven  thousand  in 
the  kingdom  of  Israel,  hath  reserved  an  ObadiaJi  in 
the  court  of  Israel ;  and,  by  him,  hath  reserved  them. 
Neither  is  it  likely  there  had  been  so  many  free  hearts 
in  the  OMmtry,  if  religion  had  not  been  secretly  hack- 
ed  in  the  court :  it  is  a  great  happiness  when  God 
gives  favour  and  honour  to  the  virtuous.  Elijah  did 
not  lie  more  close  in  Zarephath,  than  Obadiah  did  in 
the  court ;  he  conld  not  have  done  eo  much  service  to 
the  ohurc^  if  he  had  not  been  as  secret  as  good. 
Policy  and  reBgion  do  as  well  together,  as  they  do  ill 
afiunder.  The  dove  without  the  serpent  is  easily 
caught ;  the  serpent  without  the  dove  stings  deadly. 
Religion  without  policy  is  too  simple  to  be  safe ;  policy 
without  religion  is  too  subtle  to  be  good :  their  match 
makes  themselves  secure,  and  many  happy. 

Ohf  degenerated  estate  of  Israel!  anything  was 
sow-  Lawfd  there,  saving  piety.     It  is  well  if  God's 
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propbets  can  find  a  hole  to  hide  their  heads  in ;  they 
must  needs  be  hard  driTen,  when  fifty  of  them  are 
fain  to  crowd  tc^ther  into  one  cave :  mere  th^  had 
both  shade  and  repast.  Good  Obadiah  hazards  his 
own  life  to  preserve  tb^rs,  and  spends  himself  in  that 
extreme  dearth  upon  their  necessaiy  diet :  bread  and 
water  was  more  now,  than  otherwMle  wine  and  deli- 
caciea  Whether  shall  we  wonder  more  at  the  mercy 
of  Qoi  in  reserving  a  hundred  prophets,  or  in  thus 
sustaining  them  being  reserved  ?  When  did  God  ever 
leave  his  Israel  unfurnished  of  some  prophets  /  When 
did  he  leave  hia  prophets  unprovided  of  some  Obadiah  ? 
How  worthy  art  toon,  0  Lord,  to  be  trusted  with 
thine  own  charge  ?  While  there  are  men  upon  earth, 
or  birds  in  the  air,  or  angels  in  heaven,  thy  messen- 
gers cannot  want  provision. 

G-oodneas  carries  away  trust,  where  it  cannot  have 
imitation.  Ahab  divides  with  Obadiah  the  survey  of 
the  whole  land ;  they  two  set  their  own  eyes  on  work, 
for  the  search  of  water,  of  pasture  to  preserve  the 
horses  and  mules  alive.  Oh  the  poor  and  vain  cares 
of  Ahab !  He  casts  to  kill  the  prophet,  to  save  the 
cattle ;  he  never  seeks  to  save  his  own  soul,  to  destroy 
idolatry ;  he  takes  thought  for  grass,  none  for  mercy. 
Carnal  hearts  are  ever  either  grovelling  on  the  earth, 
or  delving  in  it ;  no  more  reganiing  God  or  their  souls, 
than  if  they  either  were  not,  or  were  worthless. 

El^ah  hears  of  the  pronesa,  and  offers  himself  to 
the  view  of  them  both.  Here  was  wisdom  in  this 
courage ;  first,  he  presents  himself  to  Obadiah,  ere  he 
will  be  seen  of  Ahab,  that  Ahab  might,  upon  the  re- 
port of  so  discreet  an  informer,  digest  the  expectation 
of  his  meeting ;  then  he  takes  the  opportunity  of 
Ahab's  presence,  when  he  might  be  sure  Jezebel  was 
away. 

Obadiah  meets  the  prophet,  knows  him,  and,  as  if 
he  had  seen  God  in  him,  falls  on  his  &ce  to  him, 
whom  he  knew  his  master  persecuted :  though  a  great 
peer,  he  bad  learned  to  honour  a  prophet,  ^o  respect 
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was  too  much  for  the  president  of  that  sacred  college. 
To  the  poor  boarder  of  the  Sareptan,  here  w&»  no  less 
than  a  prostration,  and  'My  lord  Elijah,'  from  the 
great  high  steward  of  Israel.  Those  that  are  truly 
gracious  cannot  be  niggardly  of  their  observances  to 
the  messengers  of  Qod. 

Elijah  receives  the  reverence,  returns  a  charge ; 
"  Go,  tell  thj  lord,  Behold,  Elijah  is  here."  Obadiah 
finds  this  load  too  heavy;  neither  is  he  more  stricken 
with  the  boldness,  than  with  the  unkindnesa  of  this 
command  ;  boldness  in  respect  of  Elyah,  unkinduess 
in  respect  of  himself:  for  thus  he  thinks.  If  Elijah  do 
come  to  Ahab,  he  dies  ;  if  he  do  not  come,  I  die :  if 
it  be  known  that  I  met  him,  and  brought  him  not,  it 
is  death  ;  if  I  say  that  he  will  come  voluntarily,  and 
God  shsJl  alter  his  intentions,  it  is  death.  How 
unhappy  a  man  am  I,  that  must  he  either  Elijah's 
executioner,  or  my  own !  Were  Ahab's  displeasure 
but  smoking,  I  might  hope  to  quench  it ;  but  now 
that  the  flame  of  it  hath  broken  forth  to  the  notice, 
to  the  search  of  all  the  kingdoms  and  nations  round 
about,  it  may  consume  me,  I  cannot  extinguish  it : 
this  message  was  for  an  enemy  of  Elijah,  for  a  client 
of  BaaL     As  for  me,  I  have  well  approved  my  true 


devotion  to  Qod,  my  love  to  his  prophets:  what  have 
I  done,  that  I  should  be  singfed  out  either  to  kill 
Elijah,  or  to  be  kUled  for  him  ?  Many  a  haft  plunge 
must  that  man  needs  be  driven  to,  who  would  hold 
his  conscience  together  with  the  service  and  favour 
of  a  tyrant.  It  is  a  happy  thing  to  serve  a  just 
master ;  there  is  no  danger,  no  stain  in  such  obe- 
dience. 

But  when  the  prophet  binds  his  resolution  with  an 
oath,  and  clears  tne  heart  of  Obadiah  from  all  fears, 
irom  all  suspicions,  the  good  man  dares  be  the  mes- 
senger of  that  which  he  saw  was  decreed  in  heaven. 
Doubtless  Ahab  startled  to  hear  of  Elijah  coming  to 
meet  him,  as  one  that  did  not  more  hate  than  fear 
^e  prophet.     Well  might  he  think,  Thus  long,  thus 
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fej  have  I  sought  Elijah ;  Elijah  would  not  oome  to 
seek  me,  but  tmder  a  sure  ^ard,  and  with  some 
etraoge  conumssion  ;  hig  coarse  mantle  hath  the  ad- 
vantage of  mj  robe  and  sceptre ;  if  I  can  command  a 
piece  of  the  earth,  I  see  he  can  command  heaven. 
The  edge  of  his  revenge  is  taken  off  with  a  doubtfiil 
expectation  of  the  issue  ;  and  now  when  Elijah  offers 
himself  to  the  eyes  of  Aliab,  he  who  durst  not  strike 
yet  durst  challenge  the  prophet,  "  Art  thou  he  that 
troubleth  Israel  i"  Jeroboam's  hand  was  stiD  in 
Ahab'a  thoughts  ;  he  holds  it  not  so  safe  to  smite  as 
to  expostulate.  He  that  was  the  head  of  Israel, 
speaks  out  that  which  was  in  the  heart  of  all  his 
people,  that  Elijah  was  the  cause  of  all  their  sorrow. 
Alas  !  what  hath  the  righteous  prophot  done  ?  He 
taxed  their  sin,  he  foretold  the  judgment,  he  deserved 
it  not,  he  inflicted  it  not ;  yet  be  smarts,  and  they 
are  guilty :  as  if  some  fond  people  should- aocuse  the 
henud  or  the  trumpet  as  the  cause  of  their  war  ;  or, 
as  if  some  ignorant  peasant,  when  he  sees  his  fowls 
bathing  in  his  pon<t  should  ory  out  of  them  as  the 
causes  of  foul  weather. 

Oh  the  beroicaJ  spirit  of  El^ah !  He  stands  alone 
amidst  all  the  train  of  Ahab,  and  darea  not  only  repel 
this  diarge,  but  retort  it;  "I  have  not  troubled 
Israel,  but  thou  and  thy  father's  house,  in  that  ye 
have  forsaken  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  and 
thou  hast  followed  Baalim,"  No  earthly  glory  can 
daunt  him,  who  hath  the  clear  and  heartening  visions 
of  Qod ;  this  holy  seer  disoeme  the  true  cause  of  our 
sufferings  to  be  our  sins :  foolish  men  are  plagued 
for  their  offences ;  and  it  is  no  small  part  of  their 
pl^ue  that  they  see  it  not  The  only  common  dis- 
turber of  men,  families,  cities,  kingdoms,  worlds,  is 
sin;  there  is  no  such  traitor  to  any  state,  as  the 
wil&lly  wicked :  the  i^uietest  and  most  plausible 
offender  is  secretly  seditious,  and  etirreth  quarrels  in 
heaven. 

The  true  messengers  of  God  cany  authority  even 
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where  they  are  maligned ;  Klyah  doth  at  onoe  re- 
prove the  king,  and  require  of  him  the  improvement 
of  his  power,  in  gathering  all  Iani«l  to  Carmel,  in 
fetching  thither  all  the  prophets  of  Baal.  Baal  was 
rich  in  Israel,  while  Crod  was  poor ;  while  QoA  hath 
but  one  hundred  prophets  hid  closely  io  Obadiah's 
caves,  Baal  hath  eight  hundred  and  fifty ;  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dispeieed  over  the  villages  and  towns 
of  Israel,  four  hundred  at  the  court ;  God's  prophets 
are  glad  of  bread  and  water,  while  the  four  hundred 
tren^er-prophets  of  Jezehel  feed  on  her  dainties ; 
they  lurk  in  eaves,  while  these  lord  it  in  the  pleasant- 
est  groves.  Outward  prosperity  is  a  felse  note  of 
truth.  All  these,  with  all  Israel,  doth  Elijah  require 
Ahab  to  summon  \mto  Carmel  It  is  in  the  power 
of  kings  to  command  the  assembly  of  the  prophets ; 
the  prophet  sues  to  the  prince  for  the  indication  of 
this  ^nod.  They  are  injurious  to  sovereignty  who 
arrogate  this  power  to  none  but  spiritual  hands. 
How  is  it,  that  Ahab  is  as  ready  to  perform  this 
charge  as  Ehjah  to  move  it  i  I  dare  answer  for  his 
heart,  that  it  was  not  drawn  with  love ;  was  it  out  of 
the  sense  of  one  judgment,  and  fear  of  another  ?  He 
smarted  with  the  dearth  and  drought,  and  well 
thinks  Elyah  would  not  be  so  round  with  him  for 
nothing.  Was  it  out  of  an  expectation  of  some 
miraciuous  exploit  which  the  prophet  would  do  in 
the  sight  of  all  Israel  ?  or,  was  it  out  of  the  over- 
ruling power  of  the  Abnighty  1  "  The  heart  of  kings 
is  in  the  hands  of  God,  and  he  turns  it  which  way 
soever  he  pleasetL" 

Israel  is  met  together ;  El^ah  rates  them,  not  so 
much  for  their  superstition,  as  for  their  unsettledness 
and  irresolution.  One  Israelite  serves  God,  another 
Baal ;  yea,  the  same  Israelite,  perhaps,  serves  boUi 
God  and  Baal :  "  How  long  halt  ye  between  two 
opinions  ?  if  the  Lord  be  God,  follow  him ;  but  if 
Baai,  then  follow  him."  Nothing  is  more  odious  to 
God  than  a  profane  neutrality  ui  main  oppositions  of 
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religion :  to  go  upright  in  a  wrong  way,  is  a  less  eye- 
sore to  Ghxl,  than  to  halt  betwixt  right  and  wrong; 
The  Spirit  wishes  that  the  Laodicean  were  either  hot 
or  cola :  either  temper  would  he  better  home  than 
neither,  than  both:  in  reconcilable  differences  nothing 
is  more  safe  than  indifferency  both  of  practice  and 
opinion ;  but  in  cases  of  so  necessary  hostility  as  be- 
twixt God  and  BaaJ,  he  that  is  on  neither  side  is  the 
deadliest  enemy  to  both ;  less  hateful  are  they  to 
CK>d  that  serve  him  not  at  all,  than  they  that  serve 
him  with  a  rival. 

Whether  out  of  guiltiness  or  fear,  or  uncertainty, 
Israel  is  silent,  yet,  while  their  mouth  was  shut,  their 
eyes  were  open.  It  was  a  &ir  motiiJn  of  Elijah  ;  "  I 
am  only  remaining  a  prophet  of  the  Lord,  Baal's 
prophete  are  four  hundred  and  fifty ;  let  them  choose 
one  bullock,  let  me  choose  another:  their  devotion 
shall  be  combined,  mine  single ;  the  God  that  con- 
sumes the  sacrifice  by  fire  from  heaven,  let  him  be 
God."  Israel  cannot  but  approve  it ;  the  prophets  of 
Baal  cannot  refuse  it ;  they  had  the  appearance  of 
the  advantage  .in  their  number,  in  the  &vour  of  king 
and  people.  Oh  strange  disputation,  wherein  the 
argument  which  must  he  used  is  fire ;  the  place 
whence  it  must  be  fetched,  heaven ;  the  mood  and 
figure,  devotion;  the  conclusion,  death  to  he  over- 
come i 

Had  not  Elijah  by  divine  instinct  been  assured  of 
the  event,  he  durst  not  have  put  religion  upon  such 
hazard;  that  God  commanded  him  this  trial,  who 
meant  confusion  to  the  authors  of  idolatry,  victory  to 
the  truth.  His  terror  should  be  approved  both  by 
fire  and  by  water ;  first  by  fire,  then  by  water ;  there 
was  no  less  terror  in  the  fire,  than  mercy  in  the  rain: 
it  was  fit  they  should  first  he  humbled  by  his  terrors, 
that  they  might  be  made  capable  of  his  mercy ;  and 
by  both  might  be  won  to  repentance.  Thus  still  the 
fears  of  the  law  make  way  for  the  influences  of  grace : 
neither  do  those  sweet  and  heavenly  dews  descend 
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Upon  the  soul,  till  way  be  made  for  tliem  by  the  ter- 
rible flashes  of  the  law. 

Justly  doth  Elijah  urge  this  trial  God's  sacrificeB 
were  used  to  none  but  heavenly  fires ;  whereas  the 
base  and  earthly  religion  of  the  heathen  contented 
itself  with  gross  and  natural  flames. 

lie  prophets  of  Baal  durst  not,  though  with  feint 
and  guilty  hearts,  but  embrace  the  condition ;  tb^ 
dress  their  bullock,  and  lay  it  ready  upon  the  wood, 
and  send  out  their  cries  to  Baal  from  morning  until 
mid-day ;  "  0  Baal,  hear  us."  What  a  yelling  was 
here  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  throats  tearing  the 
skies  for  an  answer !  what  leaping  was  here  upon 
the  altar,  as  if  they  would  have  climbed  up  to  fetch 
that  fire  which  would  not  come  down  alone !  Mount 
Carmel  might  give  an  echo  to  their  voice,  heaven 
gave  none ;  in  vain  do  they  roar  out,  and  weary 
themselves  in  imploring  a  dumb  and  deaf  deity. 
Grave  and  austere  Elijah  holds  it  not  too  light  to 
flout  their  zealous  devotion :  he  laughs  at  their  tears, 
and  plays  upon  their  earnest :  "  Cry  aloud,  for  he  is 
a  god  ;  either  he  is  talking,  or  he  is  pursuing,  or  he 
is  travelling,  or  he  is  sleepmg,  and  must  be  awaked." 

Scorns  and  taunts  are  the  best  answers  for  serious 
idolatiy ;  holiness  will  bear  us  out  in  disdainful 
scoffs,  and  bitterness  against  wil^  superstition.  No 
less  in  the  indignation  at  these  insulting  frumps, 
than  zeal  of  their  own  safety  and  reputation,  do 
these  idolatrous  prophets  now  rend  tneir  throats 
with  inclamations ;  and  that  they  may  assure  the 
beholders  they  were  not  in  jest,  tney  cut  and  slash 
themselves  with  knives  and  lancets,  and  solicit  the 
fire  with  their  blood.  How  much  painfidnesa  is  there 
in  mis-religion !  I  do  not  find  that  the  true  Qt>d 
ever  required  or  accepted  the  self-tortures  of  his 
servants ;  he  loves  true  inward  mortification  of  our 
corruptions,  he  loves  the  subduing  of  our  spiritual 
insurrections  by  due  exercises  of  severe  restraint ; 
he  takes  no  pleasure  in  our  blood,  in  our  a 
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they  mistake  God  that  thint  to  please  Mm  by  de- 
stroying that  nature  which  he  hath  made,  and 
measure  truth  \>r  rigour  o£  outward  extremities  ; 
Elijah  drew  no  blood  of  himself,  the  priests  of  Baal 
did.  How  fain  would  the  devil,  whom  these  idolaters 
adored,  have  answered  the  suit  of  his  Guppliants! 
What  would  that  ambitious  spirit  have  given,  that 
as  he  was  cast  down  from  heaven  like  lightning,  so 
now  he  might  have  fallen  down  in  that  form  upon 
his  altar. 

God  forbid  it :  idl  the  powers  of  darkness  can  no 
more  show  one  flash  of  fire  in  the  air,  than  avoid  the 
unquenchable  fire  in  hell  How  easy  were  it  for  the 
power  of  the  Almighty  to  cut  short  all  the  tyrannical 
usurpations  of  that  wicked  one,  if  his  wisdom  and 
justice  did  not  find  the  permission  Uiereof  usefril  to 
his  holy  purposes. 

These  idolaters,  now,  towards  evening,  grew  so 
much  more  vehement,  as  they  were  more  hopeless  ; 
and  at  last,  when  neither  their  shrieks,  nor  their 
wounds,  nor  their  mad  motions  could  prevail,  they  sit 
down  hoarse  and  weaiy,  tormenting  themselves  a^'esh 
with  their  despairs,  and  with  the  fears  of  bitter  sue- 
cess  of  their  adversary ;  when  Elijah  calls  the  people 
to  him,  the  witnesses  of  his  sincere  proceedings,  and 
taking  the  opportunity,  both  of  the  time,  the  jost 
hour  of  the  evening  sacrifice,  and  of  the  place,  (a 
ruined  altar  of  God,  now  by  him  r^Miired,)  convinces 
Israel  with  his  miracle,  and  more  cuts  these  Baalites 
with  envy,  than  they  had  cut  themselves  with  their 
lances. 

0  holy  prophet,  why  didst  thou  not  save  thitf 
labour  ?  what  needed  these  unseasonaUe  reparations  ? 
was  there  not  an  altar,  was  there  not  a  sacrifice  ready 
prepared  to  thine  hand  ?  Thai  which  the  prophets  of 
Baal  had  addressed,  stood  still  waiting  for  that  fire 
from  thee,  which  the  found^s  threatened  in  vain : 
the  stones  were  not  more  impure,  either  for  their 
touch  or  their  intentions.    Y^  such  was  thy  detee- 
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tation  of  idolatry,  that  ihou  abhorrest  to  meddle  with 
aught  which  their  wickedness  had  defiled :  even  that 
altar,  whose  ruinfl  thou  didst  thus  repair,  was  mis- 
erected,  though  to  the  name' of  the  true  God;  yet 
didat  thou  find  it  better  to  mahe  up  the  breaches  of 
that  altar  which  was  mis-consecrated  to  the  service 
of  thy  Ckid,  than  to  make  use  of  that  pile  which  was 
idolatrously  devoted  to  a  false  god.  It  cannot  be 
but  safe  to  keep  aloof  from  participation  with  idola- 
ters, even  in  those  things,  which  not  only  in  nature, 
but  in  use  are  unclean. 

Elijah  lays  twelve  stones  in  his  repaired  altar,  ac- 
oarding  to  the  number  of  the  tribes  of  the  sons  of 
Jacob.  Alas  I  ten  of  these  were  perverted  to  BaaJ. 
The  prophet  regards  not  their  present  apostasy;  he 
regards  the  ancient  covenant  that  was  made  with 
their  father  Israel ;  be  regards  their  firet  station,  to 
which  he  would'  reduce  them :  he  knew  that  the  un- 
worthiness  of  Israel  could  not  make  God  forgetful ; 
he  would,  by  this  monument,  put  Israel  in  mind  of 
their  own  degeneration  and  migetfabiesB.  He  em- 
ploys those  many  hands  for  the  making  a  laive 
trench  round  about  the  altar,  and  causes  it  to  be 
filled  with  those  precious  remainders  of  water  which 
the  people  would  nave  grudged  to  their  own  mouths, 
neither  woiild  easily  have  paited  with,  but  as  those 
that  pour  down  a  pailful  into  a  dry  pump,  in  the 
hope  of  fetching  more.  The  altar,  the  trendi,  is  fuH 
A  barrelfiil  is  poured  out  for  each  of  the  tribes,  that 
every  tribe  might  be  afterwards  replenished.  Ahab 
and  Israel  are  no  leas  fid!  of  expectation ;  and  now, 
when  God'a  appointed  hour  of  the  evening  sacrifice 
was  come,  Elijah  comes  confidently  to  his  altar,  and, 
looking  up  into  heaven,  says,  "  Lwd  God  of  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  Israel,  let  it  be  known  this  day  that  thou 
art  God  in  Israel,  and  that  I  am  thy  servant,  and 
that  I  have  done  all  these  things  at  thy  word :  hear 
me,  0  Lord,  hear  mo,  that  this  people  may  know 
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that  thou  art  the  Lord  God,  and  that  thou  hast 
turned  their  hearts  back  agam." 

The  Batdites'  prayers  were  not  more  tedious  than 
Elijah's  was  short ;  and  yet  more  pithy  than  short, 
ciiBLTgiag  God  with  the  care  of  hia  covenant,  of  his 
truth,  of  his  glory.  It  was  Elijah  that  spake  loud. 
Oh  strong  cries  of  faith  that  pierce  the  heavens,  and 
irresistibfy  make  their  way  to  the  throne  of  grace ! 
Israel  shall  well  see  that  El^ab's  God,  whom  they 
have  forsaken,  is  neither  talking,  nor  pursuing,  nor 
travelling,  nor  sleeping.  Instantly  the  fire  of  the 
Lord  falls  from  heaven,  and  consumes  the  bumt-sacri- 
fice,  the  wood,  the  stones,  the  dust,  and  licks  up  the 
water  that  was  in  the  trench.  With  what  terror  must 
Ahab  and  Israel  needs  see  this  fire  rolling  down  out 
of  the  sky,  and  alighting  with  such  fiiry  so  near  their 
heads ;  beads  no  less  fit  for  this  flame  than  the  sacri- 
fice of  Elijah !  Well  might  they  have  thought,  how 
easily  might  this  fire  have  dilated  itself,  and  have 
consumed  our  bodies  as  well  as  the  wood  and  atone, 
and  have  licked  up  our  blood  as.  well  as  that  water ! 
I  know  not  whether  they  had  the  grace  to  acknow- 
ledge the  mercy  of  God ;  they  could  do  no  less  than 
confess  his  power,  "The  Lord  is  God,  the  Lord 
is  God." 

The  iron  was  now  hot  with  this  heavenly  fire ; 
Elijah  stays  not  till  it  cool  again,  but  strikes  imme- 
diately :  "  Take  the  prophets  of  Baal,  let  not  one  of 
them  escape,"  This  wa^r  was  for  life:  had  they 
prevailed  in  procuring  this  fire,  and  Elijah  &iled  of 
effect,  his  h^  had  been  forfeited  to  them :  now,  in 
the  contrarv  success,  theirs  are  lost  to  him.  Let  no 
man  complain  that  those  holy  hands  were  bloody : 
this  sacrifice  was  no  less  pleasing  to  God  than  that 
other.  Both  the  man  and  the  act  were  extraordinary, 
and  led  by  a  peculiar  instinct :  neither  doth  the  pro- 
phet this  without  the  assent  of  the  supreme  magis- 
trate, who  was  now  so  affected  with  this  miraculous 
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work,  that  he  could  not,  in  the  heat  of  that  conviction, 
but  allow  the  justice  of  such  a  sentence.  Far  be  it 
from  us  to  accuse  God's  commands  or  executions  of 
cruelty.  It  was  the  ancient  and  peremptory  chai^ 
of  God,  that  the  authors  of  idolatry  and  seduction 
should  die  the  death ;  no  eye,  no  hand  might  spare 
them.  The  prophet  doth  but  move  the  performance 
of  that  law  ythich  Israel  could  not  without  sin  have 
omitted.  It  is  a  merciful  and  thankworthy  severity, 
to  rid  the  world  of  the  ringleaders  of  wickedness. 


CONTEMPLATION  VIIL 

ELUAH  BTKNING  BEFORE  AHAB,  FLBBINO  FEOM 

I  HBAE  no  news  of  the  four  hundred  prophets  of  the 
groves:  they  lie  dose  under  the  wing  of  Jezebel, 
under  their  pleasing  shades,  neither  will  be  suffered 
to  undergo  the  danger  of  this  trial :  the  carcases  of 
their  fellows  help  to  fill  up  the  half-dry  channel  of 
Kishon.  Justice  is  no  sooner  done,  than  Ahab  hears 
news  of  mercy  from  Elijah :  "  Get  tbee  up,  eat  and 
drink ;  for  there  is  a  sound  of  abundance  of  rain." 
Their  meeting  was  not  more  harsh  than  their  parting 
was  friendly.  It  seems  Ahab  had  spent  all  that  day 
fasting,  in  an  eager  attendance  of  those  conflicting 
prophets.  It  must  needs  be  late  ere  the  execution 
could  be  done  ;  Elijah's  part  began  not  till  the  even- 
ing. So  far  must  the  king  of  Israel  he  from  taking 
thought  for  the  massacre  of  those  four  hundred  and 
fifty  Baalitea,  that  now,  "  he  may  go  eat  his  bread 
wi&  joy,  and  drink  his  wine  with  a  cheerfiil  heart !" , 
for  (xod  accepteth  this  work,  and  testifies  it  in  the 
noise  of  much  rain.  Every  drop  of  that  idolatrous 
blood  was  answered  with  a  shower  of  rain,  with  tb 
stream  of  water,  and  plenty  poured  down  in  every 
shower.  A  sensible  blessing  follows  the  impartial 
strokes  of  severe  justice.  Nothing  is  more  cruel  than 
.  an  unjust  pity. 

VOL.  n.  K 
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No  ears  but  Elijah's  could  as  yet  perceive  a  sound 
of  rain ;  the  clouds  were  not  jet  gathered,  the  Tap<nin 
■were  not  risen,  yet  Elyah  hears  that  which  shall  be. 
Those  that  are  of  Gw's  counsel  can  discern  either 
favours  or  judgments  a&roff.  The  slack  apprehen- 
sions of  carnal  hearts  make  them  hard  to  beheve  that 
as  future,  which  the  quick  and  refined  senses  of  the 
fiiithful  perceive  as  present 

Ahab  goes  up  to  nis  repast,  Elijah  goes  up  to  his 
prayers.  That  day  had  been  painful  to  lum,  the 
vehemency  of  his  spirit  draws  hun  to  a  neglect  of  his 
body.  The  holy  man  climbs  up  to  the  top  of  Carmel, 
that  now  he  may  talk  with  his  Crod  alone ;  neither 
is  he  sooner  ascended,  than  he  casts  himself  down 
upon  the  earth.  He  bows  his  knees  to  God,  and 
bows  his  fiu:e  down  to  his  knees ;  by  this  humble 
posture  acknowledging-  his  awful  respects  to  that 
M^esty  which  he  implored.  We  cannot  prostr^e  our 
bodies  or  souls  too  low  to  that  infinitely  glorious 
Deity,  who  is  the  Creator  of  both. 

His  thoughts  were  more  high  than  his  body  was 
low :  what  he  said  we  know  not ;  we  know  that  what 
he  said  opened  the  heavens,  that  for  three  years  and 
a  half  had  been  shut  up.  God  had  said  before,  "  I 
will  send  rain  upon  the  earth ;"  yet  Elijah  must  pray 
for  what  Gbd  did  promise.  The  promises  of  the 
Almighty  do  not  dischai^  our  prayers,  but  suf^tose 
them  ;  he  will  do  what  he  undertakes,  but  we  must 
sue  for  that  which  we  would  have  him  do.  Our 
petitions  are  included  in  tiie  decrees,  in  the  engage- 
ments of  God. 

The  prophet  had  newly  seen,  and  caused  the  fire  to 
descend  immediately  out  of  heaven ;  he  doth  not 
look  the  water  should  do  so ;  he  knew  that  the  rain 
must  come  from  the  clouds,  and  that  the  clouds  must 
arise  from  vapours,  and  those  vapours  fixim  the  sea, 
thence  doth  he  expect  them :  but,  as  not  willing  that 
the  thoi^hts  of  his  fixed  devotion  should  be  distracted, 
he  doth  not  go  himself,  only  sends  his  servant  to 
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bring  him  the  news  of  his  8uccefi&  At  the  first  sight 
nothing  appears :  seven  times  must  he  valk  to  that 
prospect,  and  not  till  his  last  view  can  discern  aught. 
All  that  while  is  the  prophet  in  his  prayers,  neither 
is  any  whit  daunted  with  that  delay.  Hope  holds  up 
the  head  of  our  holy  desires,  and  perseverance  crowns 
it  If  we  receive  not  an  answer  to  our  suits  at  the 
sixth  motion,  we  may  not  be  out  of  countenance,  hut 
must  try  the  seventh.  At  last,  &  little  cloud  arises 
out  of  the  sea  of  a  hand-breadth.  80  many,  so  fervent 
prayers  cannot  but  pull  water  out  of  heaven  as  well 
as  fire :  those  sighs  reflect  upon  the  earth,  and  from 
the  earth  reflect  upon  heaven,  &om  heaven  rebound 
upon  the  aea,  and  raise  vapours  up  thence  to  heaven 
again.  If  we  find  that  our  prayers  are  heard  for  the 
substance,  we  may  not  cavil  at  the  quantity.  Even 
a  hand-broad  cloud  contents  Elijah,  and  fills  his  heart 
fiill  of  joy  and  thankfulness.  He  knew  well  this 
meteor  was  not  at  the  bluest ;  it  was  newly  bom  of 
the  womb  of  the  waters,  and  in  some  minutes  of  age 
must  grow  to  a  latge  stature ;  stay  but  a  while,  and 
heaven  is  covered  with  it.  From  how  small  begin- 
nings have  great  matters  arisen  1  It  is  no  otherwise 
in  all  the  gracious  proceedings  of  God  with  the  soul ,: 
scarce  sensible  are  those  first  works  of  his  Spirit  in 
the  heart,  which  grow  up  at  last  to  the  wonder  of 
men,  and  ap^use  of  angels. 

Well  did  Elijah  know  that  Giod,  who  is  perfection 
itself,  would  not  defile  his  hand  with  an  imperfect 
and  scanted  favour ;  as  one  therefore  that  foresaw  the 
fiice  of  heaven  overspread  with  this  doudy  spot,  he 
sends  to  Ahab  to  haetrai  his  chariot,  that  the  rain 
stop  him  not.  It  is  long  since  Ahab  feaxed  this  let ; 
never  was  the  news  of  a  danger  more  welcome. 
DoubUess  the  king  of  Israel,  while  he  was  at  his  diet, 
looked  long  for  EHjah's  promiaed  showers ;  where  is 
the  rain  whose  sound  the  prophet  heard ;  how  is  it 
that  his  ears  were  so  much  quicker  than  oar  ^j^Aj)'^-. 
we  saw  his  fiis  to  our  terror,  how  gladly  would  mWb^  ^, 
K  2  ^' 
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his  waters  I  When  now  the  servant  of  Elijah  brings 
him  news  &om  heaven,  that  the  cloudB  were  setting 
forward,  and,  if  he  hastened  not,  would  be  before  him : 
the  wind  arises,  the  clouds  gather,  the  skj  thickens ; 
Ahab  betakes  him  to  his  chariot,  Elijah  girds  up  his 
loins,  and  runs  before  him.  Surely  the  prophet  could 
not  want  the  ofTer  of  more  ease  in  this  passage ;  but 
he  will  be  for  the  time  Ahab's  lacquey,  that  the  king 
and  all  Israel  may  see  his  humility  no  less  than  bis 
power,  and  may  confess  that  the  glory  of  those  miracles 
hath  not  made  him  insolent.  He  knew  that  his  very 
sight  was  monitory ;  neither  could  Ahab's  mind  be 
beside  the  miraculous  works  of  God,  while  his  eye  waa 
upon  Elijah  ;  neither  could  the  king's  heart  be  otbei^ 
wise  than  well  affected  towards  the  prophet,  while  he 
saw  that  himself,  and  all  Israel,  had  received  a  new 
life  by  bis  procuremenl  But  what  news  was  here  for 
Jezebel!     Certainly  Ahab  minced   nothing  of  the 

Xrt  of  all  those  astonishing  accidents ;  if  but  to 
i  up  his  own  honour,  in  the  death  of  those  Baalites, 
he  made  the  best  of  Elijah's  merits ;  he  told  of  his 
challenge,  conflict,  victory,  of  the  fire  that  fell  down 
from  heaven,  of  the  conviction  of  Israel,  of  the  un- 
avoidable execution  of  the  prophets,  of  the  prediction 
and  fall  of  those  happy  showers,  and  lastly,  of  Elijah's 
officious  attendance.  Who  would  not  have  expected 
that  Jezebel  should  have  said.  It  is  no  striving,  no 
dallying  with  the  Almighty  ?  No  reasonable  creature 
can  doubt,  after  so  prodigious  a  decision ;  God  bath 
won  ua  from  heaven,  he  must  possess  us ;  justly  are 
our  seducers  perished;  none  but  the  God  that  can 
command  fire  and  water  shall  be  ours,  there  is  no 
propbet  but  his.  But  she,  contrarily,  instead  of  re- 
lenting, rageth ;  and  sends  a  message  of  death  to 
Elijah,  "  So  let  the  gods  do  to  me,  and  more  also,  if  I 
make  not  thy  life  as  the  life  of  one  of  them,  by  to- 
morrow about  this  time."  Neither  scourges  nor  favours 
can  work  anything  with  the  obstinately  wicked.  Ail 
evil  hearts  are  not  equally  disaffected  to  good :  Ahab 
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and  Jezebel  w«re  both  bad  enough,  yet  Ahab  yields 
to  that  work  of  God,  which  Jezebel  stubbornly  oppo- 
seth:  Ahab  melts  with  that  water,  with  that  &re, 
wherewith  Jezebel  is  hardened ;  Ahab  was  bashfully, 
Jezebel  audaciously  impious.  The  weaker  sex  is  ever 
moat  commonly  stronger  in  passion,  and  more  vehe- 
mently carried  with  the  sway  of  their  desires,  whether 
to  good  or  evil :  she  swears  and  stamps  at  that  whereat 
she  should  have  trembled ;  she  swears  by  those  goda 
of  hers,  which  were  not  able  to  save  their  brophets, 
that  she  will  kill  the  prophet  of  God,  who  had  scorned 
her  gods,  and  slain  her  prophets. 

It  is  well  that  Jezebel  could  not  keep  counsel :  her 
threat  preserved  him  whom  she  had  meant  to  kill. 
The  wisdom  and  power  of  God  could  have  found  evar 
sions  for  his  prophet  in  her  greatest  secrecy  :  but  now, 
he  needs  no  other  means  of  rescue  but  her  own  lips. 
She  ie  no  less  vain  than  the  gods  she  swears  by.  In 
spite  of  her  fury,  and  her  oath,  and  her  gods,  Elijah 
wall  live ;  at  once  shall  she  find  herself  frustrate  and 
forsworn :  she  is  now  ready  to  bite  her  tongue,  to  eat 
her  heart,  for  anger,  at  the  disappointment  of  her 
cruel  vow.  It  were  no  living  for  godly  men,  if  the 
bands  of  tyrants  were  allowed  to  be  as  bloody  as  their 
hearts.  Men  and  devils  are  under  the  restraint  of 
the  Almighty ;  neither  are  their  designs  more  lavish 
than  their  executions  short. 

Holy  Elijah  flees  for  his  life ;  we  hear  not  of  the 
command  of  God,  bat  we  would  willingly  presuppose 
it.  So  divine  a  prophet  should  do  nothing  without 
God ;  his  heels  were  no  new  refuge :  as  nowhere  s^e 
within  the  ten  tribes,  he  flees  to  Beersheba,  in  the 
territories  of  Judah ;  as  not  there  safe  from  the 
machinations  of  Jezebel,  he  flees  alone  one  day's 
journey  into  the  wilderness  ;  there  he  sits  him  down 
under  a  juniper-tree,  and,  as  weary  of  life  no  less  than 
of  his  way,  wishes  to  rise  no  more :  "  It  is  enough 
now,  0  Lord,  take  away  my  life,  for  I  am  not  better 
than  my  Withers."  Oh  strange  and  uncouth  mutation !  ' 
k3 
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vhst  is  ibia  we  hear?  Elijah  fainting  and  giving  up ! 
that  heroical  spirit  dejected  and  prostrate !  He  tmt 
durst  say  to  .Aiiab's  fMx,  "  It  is  thou  and  ttij  &ther'B 
house  that  troubleth  Israel ;"  he  that  could  raise  the 
dead,  open  and  shut  the  heavens,  fetch  down  both 
fire  and  water  with  Ms  prayers ;  he  that  durst  chide 
and  contest  with  all  Israel,  thdt  durst  kill  the  four 
hundred  and  fifty  Baalites  .with  the  sword,  doth  he 
shrink  at  the  frowns  and  threats  of  a  woman  ?  doth 
he  wish  to  he  rid  of  his  life,  because  he  feared  to  lose 
it  ?  Who  can  expect  an  undaunted  constancy  from 
flesh  and  blood,  when  Elijah  fails?  The  strongest 
aJid  holiest  saint  upon  earth  is  subject  to  some  quums 
of  fear  and  infirmity :  to  be  always  and  unchangeably 
good  is  proper  only  to  the  glorious  spirits  in  heavea 
Thus  the  wise  and  holy  God  will  have  his  power  per- 
fected in  our  weakness.  It  is  in  vain  for  us,  while  we 
oany  this  flesh  about  us,  to  hope  for  so  exact  health, 
as  not  to  be  cast  down  sometimes  with  fits  of  spiritual 
distemper.  It  is  no  new  thing  for  holy  men  to  wish 
ftir  death :  who  can  either  marvel  at,  or  blame  the 
desire  of  advantage  ?  For  the  weary  traveller  to  long 
for  rest,  the  prisoner  for  liberty,  the  banished  for 
home,  it  is  so  natural,  that  the  contrary  disposition 
were  monstrous.  The  benefit  of  the  ch^ge  is  a  just 
motive  to  our  appetition  ;  but  to  call  for  death  out  of 
a  satiety  of  life,  out  of  an  impatience  of  suffering,  is 
a  weakness  unheseeming  a  saint.  It  is  not  enough, 
0  Elijah ;  God  hath  more  work  yet  for  thee ;  thy  GoA 
hath  more  honoured  thee  than  thy  fathers,  and  thou 
shalt  live  to  honour  him. 

Toil  and  sorrow  have  lulled  the  prophet  asleep 
tmder  this  juniper-tree  ;  that  wholesome  shade  was 
well  chosen  for  nis  repose :  while  death  was  called  for, 
the  cousin  ofdeathoomes  unbidden;  the  angel  of  God , 
*aits  on  him  in  that  hard  lodging.  No  wilderness  is 
too  solitary  for  the  attendance  of  those  blessed  spirita 
As  he  is  guarded,  so  is  he  awaked  by  that  messenger 
of  Qui,  and  stirred  up  fr«m  his  rest  to  his  repast : 
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while  he  slept,  hiB  break&st  is  made  ready  for  him  bj 
those  spiritual  hands ;  "  There  was  a  cake  baked 
on  the  coals,  and  a  cruse  of  water  at  his  head."  Oh 
the  never-ceasing  care  and  providence  of  the  Al- 
mighty, not  to  be  barred  by  any  place,  by  any  condi- 
tion !  When  means  are  wanting  to  us,  when  we  are 
wanting  to  ourselves,  when  to  God,  even  then  doth 
he  follow  us  with  his  mercy,  and  cast  favours  upon  us, 
beyond,  against  expectation !  What  variety  of  purvey- 
ance dotb  he  make  for  his  servant  l  One  while  the 
ravens,  then  the  Sareptan,  now  the  angel,  shall  be  his 
caterer ;  none  of  them  without  a  mirade :  those  other 
provided  for  him  waking,  this  sleeping.  0  God  I  the 
eye  of  thy  providence  is  not  dimmer,  the  hand  of  thy 
power  is  not  shorter ;  only  teach  thou  us  to  serve 
thee,  to  trust  thee. 

Needs  must  the  prophet  eat,  and  drink,  and  sleep, 
with  much  comfort,  while  he  saw  that  he  had  such  a 
guardian,  attendance,  purv^or ;  and  now  the  second 
time  is  he  raised  by  ih&t  happy  touch,  to  his  meal, 
and  his  way :  "  Arise,  and  eat,  because  the  journey 
is  too  great  for  thee."  What  needed  he  to  travel 
farther,  since  that  divine  power  could  as  well  pro- 
tect him  in  the  wildemess,  as  in  Horeb  7  What 
needed  he  to  eat,  since  he  that  meant  to  sustain  him 
forty  days  vrith  one  meal,  might  as  well  have  sustained 
him  without  it  ?  God  is  a  most  bee  agent :  neither 
will  he  be  tied  to  the  terms  of  human  regularities.  It 
is  enough  that  he  knows  and  approves  the  reasons  of 
his  own  choice  and  commands:  once  in  forty  days 
and  nights  shall  El^sh  eat,  to  teaeh  us  what  God  can 
do  with  little  means ;  and  but  once,  to  teach  us  what 
he  can  do  without  means.  Once  shall  the  prophet 
eat,  "  Man  lives  by  bread ;"  and  but  once,  "  lun  lives 
not  by  bread  only,  but  by  every  word  that  proceeds 
out  of  the  mouth  of  God."  MtMca,  Elijah,  our  Saviour, 
&sted  each  of  them  forty  days  and  forty  nights :  the 
three  great  festers  met  gloriously  in  Tabor.  I  find 
not  where  Grod  ever  honoured  any  man  for  feasting. 
E  4 
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It  IB  abstinence,  not  fulness,  tbat  makes  a  man  capa-  - 
We  of  heavenly  visions,  of  divine  glory. 

The  journey  was  not  of  itself  so  long ;  the  prophet 
took  those  ways,  those  hours,  which  his  heart  gave 
him.  In  the  veiy  same  mount  where  Mosee  first  saw  '- 
Grod,  shall  Elijah  see  him :  one  and  the  same  cave,  as 
is  very  probable,  is  the  receptacle  to  both.  It  could 
not  be  but  a  great  confirmation  of  Elijah,  to  renew 
the  sight  of  those  sensible  monuments  of  God's  favour  ' 
and  protection  to  his  faithfidpredecessor.  Moses  came 
to  see  God  in  the  bush  of  Horeb.  God  came  to  find  - 
Elijah  in  the  cave  of  Horeb.  What  doest  thou  here, 
Elijah  1  The  place  was  directed  by  a  providence,  not 
by  a  command.  He  ia  hid  sure  enough  from  Jezebel ;  - 
he  cannot  be  hid  from  the  all-seemg  eye  of  Qod. 
"  Whither  shall  I  go  from  thy  Spirit  ?  or,  whither  shall  - 
I  fiy  from  thy  presence  J  If  I  ascend  up  into  heaven, 
thou  art  there ;  if  I  make  my  bed  in  heU,  behold  thou 
art  there.  If  I  take  the  wings  of  the  morning,  and 
dwell  in  the  utmost  parts  of  the  sea,  even  there  shall 
thine  band  find  me,  and  thy  right  hand  shall  bold 
me."  Twice  hath  God  propounded  the  same  question 
to  Elijah:  once  in  the  Iieart,  once  in  the  mouth  of 
the  cave.  Twice  doth  the  prophet  answer  in  the 
same  words.  Had  the  first  answer  satisfied,  the 
question  had  not  been  re-demanded.  Now  that  sullen 
answer  which  Elijah  gave  in  the  darkness  of  the  cave, 
is  challenged  into  the  hght,  not  without  an  awful 
preface.  The  Lord  first  pa^seth  by  him  with  the 
terrible  demonstrations  of  his  power.  A  great  and 
strong  wind  rent  the  mountains,  and  brake  the  rocks 
in  pieces :  the  tearing  blast  was  from  God,  God  was 
not  in  it ;  so  was  he  in  it  as  in  his  other  extraordi- 
nary works ;  not  so  in  it,  as  by  it  to  impart  himself  to 
Elijah :  it  was  the  usher,  not  the  carr  iageof  God. 
After  the  wind,  came  an  earthquake  more  fearful 
than  it :  that  did  but  move  the  air,  this  the  earth ; 
that  beat  upon  some  prominences  of  earth,  this  shook 
it  from  the  centre.  After  the  earthquake  came  a  fire,-- 
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more  fearful  than  either.  The  other  affected  the  ear, 
the  feeling  ;  hut  this  lets  in  horror  into  the  soul,  by 
the  eye,  the  quickest  and  most  apprehensive  of  the 
senses.  Elijah  shall  see  God's  mighty  power  in 
the  earth,  air,  fire,  before  he  hear  him  in  the  soil 
voice :  all  these  are  but  boisterous  harbingers  of  a 
meek  and  still  word.  In  that  G-od  was ;  Behold !  in 
that  gentle  and  mild  breath  there  was  omnipotency ; 
there  was  but  powerAdneas  in  those  fierce  representa- 
tions :  there  is  not  always  the  greatest  efficacy,  where 
is  the  greatest  noise.  God  loves  to  make  way  for 
himself  by  terror,  but  he  conveys  himself  to  us  in 
sweetness.  It  is  happy  for  us,  if,  after  the  gusts 
and  flashes  of  the  law,  we  have  heard  the  bo&,  voioe 
of  evangelical  mercy. 

In  this  very  mount,  with  the  same  horror,  God  had 
delivered  his  law  to  Uoses  and  Israel.  It  is  no  marvel, 
if  Elijah  wrapt  bis  face  in  his  mantle :  his  obedience 
draws  him  forth  to  the  mouth  of  the  cave,  his  fear 
atill  hides  his  head.  Had  there  not  been  much 
courage  in  the  prophet's  faith,  he  had  not  stood  out 
these  affrightfnt  forerunners  of  the  Divine  presence, 
though  with  his  face  covered.  The  vety  angels  do 
no  less  before  that  all-glorious  Majesty,  than  veil 
ibemselves  with  their  wings.  Far  be  it  from  us  once 
to  think  of  that  infinite  and  omnipotent  Deity,  with- 
out an  humble  aw&lness. 

Fear  changes  not  the  tenor  of  Elijah's  answer :  he 
hath  not  left  a  word  behind  him  in  the  cave.  "  I  have 
been  very  jealous  for  the  Lord  God  of  hosts,  because 
the  children  of  Israel  have  forsaken  thy  covenant, 
thrown  down  thine  altars,  and  slain  thy  prophets 
with  the  sword,  and  I,  even  I  only,  am  left,  and  they 
seek  my  life  to  take  it  away,"  I  hear  not  a  direct 
answer  from  the  prophet  to  the  demand  of  God ;  then 
he  had  said,  I  run  away  from  the  threats  of  Jezebel, 
and  here  I  hlSe  my  head  &om  her  malicious  pursuit. 
His  guiltiness  would  not  let  him  apeak  out  all :  he 
had  rather  say,  "  I  have  been  jealous  for  the  Lord 
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God  of  Hosts,"  than,  I  was  fearfiil  of  Jezebel.  We 
are  all  willing  to  make  the  best  of  our  own  case ;  but 
what  he  wants  of  his  own  accusation,  he  spends  upon 
the  complaint  of  Israel.  Neither  doth  he  more  oe- 
moan  himself  than  exclaim  against  them,  as  apostates 
from  Qod's  covenant,  violators  of  bis  altus,  murderers 
of  his  prophets.  It  must  needs  be  a  desperate  con- 
dition of  Israel  that  drives  Elijah  to  indict  them 
before  the  throne  of  Qod.  That  tongue  of  his  vas 
used  to  plead  for  them,  to  sue  for  their  pardon ;  it 
could  not  but  be  a  forcible  wickedness  that  makeB  it 
their  accuser.  Those  idolatrous  Israelites  were  well 
forward  to  reformation ;  the  fire  and  rain  from  heaven, 
at  the  prayers  of  Elijah,  bad  won  them  to  a  scorn  of 
Baal ;  only  the  violence  of  Jezebel  turned  the  stream, 
and  now  they  are  re-settled  in  impiety,  and  persecute 
him  for  an  enemy,  whom  they  almost  adored  for  a 
benefactor,  otberwise  Elijah  had  not  complained  of 
what  they  had  been.  Who  would  think  it  ?  Jezebel 
can  do  more  than  Elijah.  No  miracle  is  so  prevalent 
with  the  vulgar,  as  the  siray  of  authority,  whether  to 
good  or  evil 

Thou  art  deceived,  0  Elijah,  thou  art  not  left  alone  ; 
neither  is  all  Israel  tainted.  God  hath  children  and 
prophets  in  Israel,  though  thou  see  them  not :  those 
clear  eyes  of  the  seer  discern  not  the  secret  store  of 
God ;  they  looked  not  into  Obadiah's  caves,  they" 
looked  not  into  the  closets  of  the  religious  Israelites. 
He  that  sees  the  heart  can  say,  "  1  have  left  me 
seven  thousand  in  Israel,  all  the  knees  which  have 
not  bowed  to  Baal,  and  every  mouth  which  bath  not 
kissed  him."  According  to  the  feshion  of  the  wealthy, 
God  pleascth  himself  in  hidden  treasures ;  it  la 
enougn  that  his  own  eyes  behold  his  riches.  Never 
did  he,  never  will  he  leave  himself  nnfiimished  with 
holy  clients,  in  the  midst  of  the  foulest  depravations 
of  his  church.  The  sight  of  his  faithfid  ones  bath 
sometimes  been  lost,  never  the  being.  Do  your  worst, 
0  ye  gates  of  hell,  God  will  have  his  own.    He  that 
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could  have  more,  will  have  some :  tliat  foundation  ie 
sure,  "  God  Imoweth  who  are  Iiis." 
-  It  was  a  true  cordial  for  Elijah's  BoHtarineas,  that 
he  had  seven  thousand  invisible  abettors ;  neither  is 
it  a  small  comfort  to. our  weakness,  to  have  com- 
nonions  in  good.  For  the  wickedness  of  Israel  Ood 
hath  another  receipt,  the  oil  of  royal  and  prophetical 
unction ;  Elijah  must  anoint  Hazael  king  of  Syria, 
Jehu  kinff  of  Israel,  Elisha  for  his  successor.  All 
these  shali  revenge  the  quaxrels  of  God  and  him ; 
one  shall  begin,  the  other  shall  proseoute,  the  third 
shall  perfect  the  vengeance  upon  Israel 

A  prophet  shaU  revenge  the  wrongs  done  to  a 
prophet.  Elisha  is  found,  not  in  his  study,  but  in  the 
field ;  not  with  a  book  in  his  hand,  but  a  plough. 
His  &ther  Shaphat  was  a  rich  farmer  in  Abel- 
meholah  ;  himself  was  a  good  hushed,  not  trained 
in  the  schools  of  the  prophets,  but  in  the  thrifty 
trade  of  till^e ;  and,  behold,  this  is  the  man  whom 
God  will  pick  out  of  all  Israel  for  a  prophet ;  God 
seeth  not  as  man  seeth ;  neither  doth  he  choose  men 
before  they  are  St,  but  therefore  he  fits  them,  because 
he  hath  chosen  them ;  Ms  call  is  above  all  earthly 
institution. 

I  hear  not  of  aught  that  Elfjah  said ;  only  he  casts 
his  cloak  upon  Elisha  in  the  pa^st^ :  that  mantle, 
that  act  was  local  Together  with  this  sign,  God's 
instinct  teachetb  this  amazed  son  of  Shaphat,  that  he 
was  designed  to  a  higher  work,  to  break  up  the  &,llow 
grounds  of  Israel  by  his  prophetical  function,  He 
finds  a  strange  virtue  in  that  robe ;  ajid,  as  if  his 
heart  wer«  changed  with  that  habit,  forgets  his  team, 
and  runs  after  Elijah  ;  and  sues  for  tne  leave  of  a 
&rewell  to  his  parents,  ere  he  had  any  hut  a  dumb 
command  to  follow.  The  secret  call  of  God  offers  an 
inward  force  to  the  heart,  and  insensibly  draws  us 
beyond  the  power  of  our  resistance.  Grace  is  no 
enemy  to  good  nature :  well  may  the  respects  to  our 
earthly  parents  stand  with  our  duties  to  our  Father 
k6 
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in  heaven.  I  do  not  Bee£liaha  wring  his  hands,  and 
deplore  his  condition  that  he  shall  leave  the  world, 
and  follow  a  prophet,  but,  for  the  joy  of  that  change, 
he  makes  a  feast ;  those  oxen,  those  utensils  of 
husbandry,  whereon  his  former  labours  had  been 
bestowed,  shall  now  be  gladly  devoted  to  the  celebra- 
tion of  that  happy  day,  wherein  he  is  honoured  with 
so  blessed  an  employment.  If  with  d^ire,  if  with 
cheerfulneBS  we  do  not  enter  into  the  works  of  our 
heavenly  Master,  they  are  not  like  to  prosper  in  our 
bands.  He  is  not  worthy  of  this  spiritual  station, 
who  holds  not  the  service  of  Grod  his  highest,  his 
richest  preferment 


BOOK    XIX. 


CONTEMPLATION  1 

ABAB  AND  BENSASAD. 

Thbrb  is  nothing  more  dangerous  for  any  state,  than 
to  call  in  foreign  powers  for  the  suppressing  of  a 
homebred  enemy  ;  the  remedy  hath  on,  in  this  case, 
proved  worse  than  the  diaeaae.  Asa,  king  of  Judah, 
implores  the  aid  of  Benhadad  the  Syrian,  against 
Baasha  king  of  Israel.  That  stranger  hath  good 
colour  to  set  his  foot  in  some  outskirt  towns  of  Israel ; 
and  now  these  serve  him  but  for  the  handsel  of  more. 
Such  sweetness  doth  that  Edomite  find  in  the  soil  of 
Israel,  that  his  ambition  will  not  take  up  with  less 
than  all ;  he  that  entered  as  a  &iend,  will  proceed  aa 
a  conqueror  ;  and  now  aims  at  no  less  than  Samaria 
itself,  the  heart,  the  head  of  the  ten  tribes.  There 
was  no  cause  to  hope  for  better  success  of  so  perfidious 
a  league  with  an  infidel.  Who  can  look  for  other 
than  war,  when  he  sees  Ahab  and  Jezebel  in  the 
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throne,  Israel  in  the  groves  and  temples  of  ^alim  i 
The  amtition  of  Benhadad  was  not  so  much  guil^  of 
this  war,  as  the  idolatry  of  that  wicked  nation.  How 
can  they  expect  peace  from  earth,  who  do  wilfidly 
fight  against  heaven  ?  Rather  will  the  God  of  hosts 
arm  the  brute,  the  senseless  creatures  against  Israel, 
than  he  will  suffer  their  defiance  unrevenged.  Ahab 
and  Benhadad  are  well  matched,  an  idolatrous  Israel 
with  a  paganish  Idumean :  well  may  God  plague 
each  with  other,  who  means  vengeance  to  them  both. 
Abab  finds  himself  hard  preaaed  with  the  siege,  and 
therefore  is  glad  to  enter  into  treaties  of  peace, 
Benhadad  knows  his  own  strength,  and  offers  insolent 
conditions.  "  Thy  silver  and  thy  gold  is  mine,  thy 
wives  also  and  thy  children,  even  the  goodliest  are 
mine."  It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  be  in  the  mercy  of  an 
enemy ;  in  case  of  hostility,  might  will  carve  for 
itself  Ahab  now,  after  the  division  of  Judah,  was 
but  half  a  king.  Benhadad  had  two-and-thirty  kings 
to  attend  him :  what  equality  was  in  this  opposition  ? 
Wisely  doth  Ahab  therefore,  as  a  reed  in  a  tempest, 
stoop  to  this  violent  charge  of  so  potent  an  enemy, 
"  My  lord,  0  king,  according  to  thy  saying  I  am 
thine,  and  all  that  I  have."  It  is  not  for  the  over- 
powered to  capitulate.  Weakness  may  not  argue, 
but  yield.  Tyranny  is  but  drawn  on  by  submission ; 
and  where  it  finds  fear  and  dejection,  insulteth. 
Benhadad,  not  content  with  the  sovereignty  of  Ahab's 

foods,  calls  for  the  possession :  Ahab  had  offered  the 
ominion,with  reservation  of  his  subordinate  interest ; 
he  will  be  a  tributary  so  he  may  be  an  owner.  Ben- 
hadad imperiously,  besides  the  command,  calls  for 
the  propriety,  and  suffers  not  the  king  of  Israel  to 
enjoy  those  things  at  all,  which  he  would  enjoy  but 
under  the  fiivour  of  that  predominant.  Over-strained 
subjection  turns  desperate.  If  conditions  be  imposed 
worse  than  death,  there  needs  no  long  disputation  of 
the  remedy.  The  elders  of  Israel,  whose  share  was 
proportional  in  this  danger,  hearten  Ahab  to  a  denial ; 
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irbich  yet  comes  oat  so  fekrfuUj,  aa  that  it  appears 
/atlier  extorted  hj  the  peremptoiy  indignation  of  the 
people,  than  pro«ieeding  out  of  any  generosity  of  hia 
spirit ;  neither  doth  he  say,  I  will  not,  but,  I  may 
not.  The  proud  Syrian,  who  would  have  taken  it  in 
foul  scorn  to  be  denied,  though  he  had  sent  for  all 
the  heads  of  Israel,  BUuffB  up  the  wind  like  the  mid 
ass  in  the  wilderness,  and  brags,  and  threats,  and 
swears ;  "  The  gods  do  so  to  me,  and  more  also,  if  the 
dust  of  Samaria  shall  suffice  &r  handfiils  for  all  the 
people  that  follow  me."  Not  the  men,  not  the  goods 
only  of  Samaria,  shall  be  carried  away  captive,  but 
the  very  earth  whereon  it  stands ;  and  this,  with  how 
much  easel  No  soldier  shall  need  to  be  charged 
with  more  than  a  handful,  to  make  a  valley  where 
the  mother  city  of  Israel  once  stood.  0  vain  boaater ! 
in  whom  I  know  not  whether  pride  or  folly  be  more 
eminent.  Victory  is  to  be  achieved,  not  to  be  sw<»7i ; 
future  events  are  no  matter  of  an  oath :  tJiy  gods,  if 
they  had  been,  might  have  been  called  as  witnesses 
of  thy  intentions,  not  of  that  success  wh«^of  thou 
wouldest  be  the  author  without  them.  Thy  gods  can 
do  nothing  to  thee,  nothing  for  thee,  nothing  for 
themselves  !  All  thine  Ammites  shall  not  cany 
away  one  com  of  sand  out  of  Israel,  except  it  be 
upon  the  soles  of  their  feet,  in  their  shameml  fl^ht : 
it  is  well,  if  they  can  carry  baek  those  skins  that  they 
brought  thither.  "  Let  not  him  that  girdeth  on  his 
harness,  boast  himself  as  he  that  putteth  it  oC" 
There  is  no  cause  to  fear  that  man  that  trusts  in  him- 
8el£  Han  may  cast  the  dice  of  war,  but  l^e  disposi- 
tion of  diem  is  of  the  Lord. 

Ahab  was  lewd,  but  Benhadad  was  insolent ;  if 
therefore  Ahab  shall  be  scourged  with  the  rod  of 
Senhadad's  fear,  Benhadad  shall  be  smitten  with  the 
sword  of  Ahab's  revenge.  Of  all  things,  God  will  not 
endure  a  presumptuous  and  self--confident  vaunter  ; 
after  Elijah's  flight  and  complaint,  yet  a  prophet  is 
addressed  to  Ahab,  "  Thus  saith  the  Loni,  Hast  thotf 
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seen  all  tbis  great  multitude  i  behold,  I  will  deliver 
it  into  thine  hand  this  day,  and  thou  ehalt  know  that 
I  am  the  Lord."  Who  can  wonder  enough  at  this 
unweariable  mercy  of  God  ?  After  the  fire  and  rain 
fetched  miraculously  from  heaven,  Abab  had  promised 
much,  performed  nothing,  yet  ^ain  will  God  bless 
and  solicit  him  with  victory :  one  of  those  prophets, 
whom  he  persecuted  to  death,  shall  comfort  his  de- 
jection with  the  news  of  deliverance  and  triumph. 
Had  this  great  work  been  wrought  without  premoni- 
tion, either  chance,  or  Baal,  or  the  golden  calves  had 
carried  away  the  thanks.  Beforehand,  therefore, 
shall  Ahab  know  both  the  author  and  the  means  of 
his  victory ;  God  for  the  author,  the  two  hundred 
uid  thirty-two  young  men  of  the  princes  for  the 
means  ;  what  are  these  for  the  vanguard,  and  seven 
thousMid  Israelites  for  the  .main  battle,  against  the 
troops  of  three  and  thirty  kings,  and  as  many  oen- 
f  uriea  of  Syrians  as  Israel  had  single  soldiers  ?  An 
equfdity  of  number  had  taken  away  the  wonder  of 
the  event ;  but  now,  the  Qod  of  hosts  will  be  con- 
fessed in  this  iasUe,  not  the  valour  of  men.  How 
indifferent  is  it  with  thee,  0  Lord,  to  save  by  many 
or  by  few, — to  destroy  many  or  few !  A  world  is  no 
more  to  thee  than  a  man  ;  how  easy  is  it  for  thee  to 
enable  us  to  be  more  than  conquerors  over  principali-' 
ties  and  powers  ;  to  subdue  spiritual  wickedness  to 
flesh  and  blood !  Through  thee :  we  can  do  great 
things  ;  yea,  we  can  do  all  things  through  thee  that 
strengthenest  us.  Let  us  nofr  want<  &ith,  we  are  sure 
there  can  be  no  want  in  thy  power  or  mercy. 

There  was  nothing  in  Benhadad's  pavilions,  hot 
drink,  and  surfeit,  and  jollity,  as  if  wine  should 
make  way  for  blood.  Security  is  the  certain  usher  of 
destruction.  We  never  have  so  much  cause  to  fear,; 
as  when  we  fear  nothing.  This  handful  of  Israel 
dares  look  out,  upon  the  prophet's  assurance,  to  the 
vast  host  of  Benhadad.  It  is  enough  for  that  proud 
p^an  to  sit  still,  and  oomnuind  amongst  his  cups. 
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To  defile  their  fingers  witli  the  blood  of  so  few,  seemed 
no  mastery ;  that  act  would  be  inglorious  on  the  part 
of  the  victors :  more  easily  might  they  bring  in  three 
heads  of  dead  enemies,  than  one  alive.  Imperiously 
enough,  therefore,  doth  this  boaster,  out  of  his  chair 
of  st.ate  and  ease,  command,  "  Whether  they  be  come 
out  for  peace,  take  them  alive,  or  whether  they  be 
come  out  for  war,  take  them  alive :"  there  needs  no 
more,  but,  "  Take  them ;"  this  field  is  won  with  a 
word.  Oh  the  vaiu  and  ignorant  presumptions  of 
wretched  men,  that  will  be  reckoning  without,  against 
their  Maker ! 

Every  Israelite  kills  his  man ;  the  Syrians  flee,  and 
cannot  run  away  from  death :  Benhadad  and  his 
kings  are  more  beholden  to  their  horses  than  to  their 
gods,  or  themselves,  for  life  and  safety ;  else  they 
had  been  either  taken  or  slain,  by  those,  whom  they 
commanded  to  be  taken. 

How  easy  is  it  for  him  that  made  the  heart  to  fill 
it  with  terror  and  consternation,  even  where  no  fear 
is .'  Those  whom  God  hath  destined  to  slaughter,  be 
will  smite ;  neither  needs  he  any  other  enemy  or 
executioner,  than  what  he  finds  in  their  own  bosom : 
we  are  not  the  masters  of  our  own  courage  or  fears ; 
both  are  put  into  us  by  that  over-ruling  power  that, 
created  us.  Stay  now,  0  stay,  thou  great  king  of 
Syria,  and  take  with  thee  those  foi^otten  handfum  of 
the  dust  of  Israel ;  thy  gods  will  do  so  to  thee  and 
more  also,  if  thy  followers  return  without  their  vowed 
burthen.  Learn  now  of  the  despised  king  of  Israel, 
from  henceforth  not  to  sound  the  triumph  before  the 
battle,  not  to  boast  thyself  in  the  girding  on  of  thine 
harness,  as  in  the  putting  off. 

I  hear  not  of  either  the  public  thanksgiving  or 
amendment  of  Ahab.  Neither  danger  nor  victory  can 
change  him  from  himself.  Benhadad  and  he,  though 
enemies,  agree  in  imrepentance  ;  the  one  is  no  more 
moved  with  mercy,  than  the  other  with  judgment : 
neither  is  God  any  changeling  in  his  proceedings 
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towards  both :  his  judgment  shall  still  follow  the 
Syrian,  his  mercy  Israel :  mercy,  both  in  forewarning 
and  re-delivering  Ahab ;  judgment,  in  overthrowing 
Benhadad.  The  prophet  of  God  comes  again,  and 
both  foretels  the  intended  re-encounter  of  the  Syrian, 
and  advJBes  the  care  and  preparation  of  Israel ;  "  Go 
strengthen  thyself,  and  mark,  and  see  what  thou 
doest ;  for  at  the  return  of  the  year,  the  king  of  Syria 
will  come  up  against  thee."  God  purposeth  the 
deliverance  of  Israel,  yet  may  not  they  neglect  their 
fortifications :  the  merciful  intentions  of  God  towards 
them  may  not  make  them  careless :  the  industnr  and 
courf^  of  the  Israelites  fall  within  the  degree  of  their 
victory.  Security  is  the  bane  of  good  success.  It  is 
no  contemning  of  a  foiled  enemy ;  the  shame  of  a 
former  di^race  and  miacturiago  whets  his  valour, 
and  sharpens  it  to  revenge.  No  power  is  so  dreadiril 
as  that  which  is  recollected  from  an  overthrow. 

The  hostility  against  the  Israel  of  God  may  sleep, . 
but  will  hardly  die.  If  the  Aramites  sit  still,  it  la 
but  till  thev  be  fully  ready  for  an  assault ;  time  will 
show  that  their  cessation  was  only  for  their  advantage. 
Neither  is  it  otherwise  with  our  spiritual  adversaries; 
sometimes  their  onsets  are  intermitted ;  they  tempt . 
not  always,  they  always  hate  us;  their  forbearance 
is  not  out  of  favoiiT,  but  attendance  of  opportunity. 
Happy  are  we,  if  out  of  a  suspicion  of  their  silence, 
we  can  as  busily  prepare  for  their  resistance,  as  they  - 
do  for  our  impugnation. 

As  it  is  a  shame  to  be  beaten,  so  yet  the  shame  is 
less  by  how  much  the  victor  is  weater ;  to  mitigate 
the  grief  and  indignation  of  Benhadad's  foil,  his 
parasites  ascribe  it  to  gods,  not  to  men ;  a  human 
power  cquldrno  more  have  vanquished  him,  than  a. 
divine  power  could  by  him  be  resisted :  "  their  gods 
are  gods  of  the  hills."  Ignorant  Syrians  that  name 
gods  and  confine  them,  varying  their  deities  accord- 
ing to  situations:  they  saw  that  Samaria,  whence 
they  were  repelled,  stood  upon  the  hill  of  Shemer ;, 
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tfaey  sav  the  temple  of  Jerusalem  stood  upon  mount 
Sion ;  they  knew  it  usual  with  the  luselites  to 
sacrifice  in  their  high  phices,  and  perhaps  they  had 
heard  of  Elijah's  altar  upon  mount  Carmel,  and  now 
they  sottishly  measure  the  effects  of  the  power  br 
the  place  of  the  worship,  as  if  he,  that  was  orniu- 

Sotent  on  the  hill,  were  unpotent  in  the  valley.  What 
oltish  conceits  doth  blind  Paganism  frame  to  itaelf 
of  a  Godbead !  As  they  have  many  gods,  so  finite ; 
eveiy  region,  every  hifi,  every  dale,  every  stream 
hath  their  several  gods,  and  each  so  knows  his  own 
bounds,  that  he  dares  not  offer  to  encroach  upon  the 
other ;  or  if  he  do,  buys  it  with  loss.  Who  would 
think  that  so  gross  blockishness  should  find  harbour 
in  a  reasonable  soul  ?  A  man  doth  not  alter  with 
his  station ;  he  that  wrestled  strongly  upon  Uie  hill, 
loseth  not  his  foroe  in  the  jdain  ;  aU  places  find  him 
alike  active,  ahke  valorous :  yet  these  barbarous 
Aramites  shame  not  to  imagine  that  of  God,  which 
they  would  blush  to  affirm  of  their  own  champions. 
Superstition  in&tnates  the  heart  out  of  measure ; 
neither  is  there  any  &ncy  so  absurd  or  monstrous, 
which  credulous  infidelity  is  not  ready  to  entertain 
with  applause. 

In  how  high  soom  doth  God  take  it,  to  be  thus 
basely  over-valued  by  rude  heathen  1  This  veiy  mis- 
opinion  conceming  the  God  of  Israel  shall  cost  the 
Syrians  a  shameml  iand  perfect  destniction ;  they 
may  call  a  council  of  war,  and  lay  their  heads  tc^ether, 
and  change  their  kings  into  captains,  and  the  hills 
into  valleys,  but  they  shall  find  more  graves  in  the 
plains  than  in  the  mountains.  This  very  misprision 
of  God  shall  make  Ahab,  though  he  were  more  lewd, 
victorious :  a  hundred  thousand  Syrians  shidl  hH  in 
one  day  by  those  few  hands  of  Israel ;  and  a  dead 
wall  in  Aphek,  to  whose  shelter  they  Bed,  shall 
revenge  God  upon  the  rest  that  remained.  The 
stones  in  the  wall  shall  rather  turn  executioners,  than 
a  blasfdiemous  Aramite  shall  escape  unrevenged! 
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So  mueli  doth  the  jealous  God  hate  to  be  robbed  of - 
his  glorj,  even  by  ignorant  pagans  whose  tongues 
might  seem  no  alanaer.  That  proud  head  of  Ben- 
hadad,  that  spoke  sncb  bi^  words  of  the  dust  of 
Israel,  and  swore  by  his  gods  that  he  would  kill  and 
conquer,  is  now  glad  to  hide  itself  in  a  blind  hole  of 
Aphek  ;  and  now,  instead  of  questioning  the  powM 
of  the  God  of  Israel,  is  gkd  to  hear  o£  ue  mercy  of 
the  kings  of  Israel ;  "  Behold  now,  we  have  heard 
that  the  kings  of  the  house  of  Israel  are  meivi&l 
,  kings ;  let  ua,  I  pray  thee,  put  sackcloth  on  our  l<»nB, 
and  ropes  on  our  heads,  and  go  out  to  the  king  of 
Israel ;  peradventure  he  will  save  thy  life." 

There  can  be  no  more  powerfiil  attractive  of  humble 
submission,  than  the  intimation  and  conceit  of  mercy; 
we  do  at  once  fear,  and  hate  the  inexorable.  This  is 
it,  0  Lord,  that  allures  us  to  thy  throne  of  grace,  the 
knowledge  of  the  grace  of  that  throne ;  with  thee  is 
mercy  and  plenteous  redemption :  thine  hand  is  open 
before  our  mouths,  before  our  hearts.  If  we  did  not 
see  thee  smile  upon  suitors,  we  durst  not  press  to  thy 
footstool.  Behold  now,  we  know  that  the  king  of 
heaven,  the  God  of  Israel,  is  a  merciful  God ;  let  us 
put  sackcloth  upon  our  loins,  and  strew  ashes  upon 
our  heads,  and  go  meet  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  that 
he  may  save  our  souls. 

How  well  doth  this  habit  become  insolent  and 
blasphemous  Benhadad  and  his  followers,  a  rope  and 
sackcloth  !  A  rope  for  a  crown,  sackcloth  £ir  a  robel 
Neither  is  there  leas  change  in  the  tongue,  "  Thy 
servant  Benhadad  saith,  I  pray  thee  let  me  live :" 
even  now  the  king  of  Israel  said  to  Benhadad,  "  My 
lord,  0  king,  I  am  thine ;  tell  my  lord  the  king,  aU 
that  thou  didat  send  for  to  thy  servant,  I  will  do." 
Now  Benhadad  sends  to  the  king  of  Israel,  "Thy 
servant  Benhadad  saith,  I  pray  thee  let  me  liva"  He 
that  was  erewhile  a  lord  and  king,  is  now  a  servant ; 
and  he  that  was  a  servant  to  the  king  of  Syria  is  now 
his  lord :  he  that  would  blow  away  idl  Israd  in  dust,- 
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ia  now  glad  to  beg  for  his  own  life  at  the  door  of  a 
despised  enemy.  No  courage  is  so  haughty,  which 
the  Gk>d  of  hosts  cannot  easily  bring  uuder ;  what  are 
men  or  devils  in  those  Almighty  hands  ? 

The  greater  the  dejection  was,  the  stronger  was 
the  motive  of  commiseration  ;  that  halter  pleaded  for 
life,  and  that  plea,  but  for  a  life,  stirred  the  bowels . 
for  favour.  How  readily  did  Abab  see,  in  Benhadad's 
sudden  misery,  the  image '  of  the  instability  of 
all  human  things,  and  relents  at  the  view  of  so 
deep  and  passionate  a  submission!  Had  not  Ben- 
hadad  said,  "  Thy  servant,"  Ahab  had  never  said, 
"  My  brother :"  seldom  ever  was  there  loss  in  humi- 
lity. How  much  less  can  we  fear  disparagement  in 
the  annihilating  of  ourselves  before  that  infinite 
M^esty !  The  drowning  man  snatches  at  every  twig ; 
it  is  no  marvel  if  the  messengers  of  Benhadad  caught 
hastily  at  that  last  of  grace,  and  hold  it  &st,  "  'Hiy 
brother  Benhadad."  Favours  are  wont  to  draw  on 
each  other ;  kindnesses  breed  on  themselves ;  neither 
need  we  any  other  persuasion  to  beneficence  than  Irom 
our  own  acts.  Ahab  calls  for  the  king  of  Syria,  sets 
him  in  his  own  chariot,  treats  with  him  of  an  easy  yet 
firm  league,  gives  him  both  his  life  and  his  kingdom. 
Neither  is  the  crown  of  Syria  sooner  lost  than  reco- 
vered ;  only  he  that  came  a  free  prince,  returns 
tributary ;  only  his  train  is  clipped  too  short  for  his 
wings ;  a  hundred  and  twenty-seven  thousand  Syrians 
are  abated  of  his  guard  homeward  Blasphemy  hath 
escaped  too  well.  Ahab  hath  at  once  peace  with 
Benhadad,  war  with  God ;  God  proclaims  it  by  his 
herald,  one  of  the  sons  of  the  prophets ;  not  yet  in 
his  own  form,  but  di^^sed,  both  in  fashion  and  com- 
plaint ;  it  was  a  strange  suit  of  a  prophet,  "  Smite 
me,  I  pray  thee :"  many  a  prophet  was  smitten,  and 
would  not ;  never  any  biit  this  wished  to  be  smitten. 
The  rest  of  his  fellows  were  glad  to  say,  "  Save  me  ;" 
this  only  says,  "  Smite  me."  His  honest  neighbour, 
out  of  rove  and  reverence,  forbears  to  strike :  there 
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are  too  many,  thinks  he,  that  smite  the  prophets, 
though  I  retrain.  What  wrong  hast  thou  done  that 
I  should  repay  with  blows  ?  Hadst  thou  sued  for  a 
favour,  I  could  not  have  denied  thee ;  now  thou  auest 
for  thine  hurt,  the  denial  is  a  favour.  Thua  he 
thought,  hut  charity  cannot  excuse  disobedience. 
Had  the  man  of  God  called  for  blows  upon  his  own 
head,  the  refusal  had  been  just  and  thankworthy ; 
but  now  that  he  sajs,  "  In  the  word  of  the  Lord 
smite  me,"  this  kindness  is  deadly :  "  Because  thou 
hast  not  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  behold  as  soon 
as  thou  art  departed  from  me,  a  lion  shall  slay  thee." 
It  is  not  for  us  to  examine  the  charges  of  the  Al- 
mighty ;  be  they  never  so  harsh  or  improbable,  if 
they  be  once  known  for  his,  there  is  no  way  but 
obedience  or  death.  Not  to  smite  a  prophet  when 
(xod  commands,  is  no  less  sin  than  to  smite  a  prophet 
■  when  God  forbids.  It  is  the  divine  precept  or  pro- 
hibition that  either  makes  or  a^ravates  an  evil :  and 
if  the  Israelite  be  thus  revenged  that  smote  not  a 
prophet,  what  shall  become  of  Ahab  that  smote  not 
Benhadad  ?  Every  man  is  not  thus  indulgent ;  an 
easy  request  will  gain  blows  to  a  prophet  from  the 
next  hand,  yea,  and  a  wound  in  smiting.  I  know 
not  whether  it  were  a  harder  task  for  the  prophet  to 
require  a  wound  than  for  a  well-meaning  Israelite  to 
give  it ;  both  must  be  done :  the  prophet  hath  what  he 
would,  what  he  must  will,  a  sight  of  hia  own  blood ; 
and  now  disguised  herewith,  and  with  ashes  upon  hia 
face,  he  way-lays  the  king  of  Israel,  and  sadly  complains 
of  himself  in  a  real  parable,  for  dismissing  a  Syrian 
prisoner  delivered  to  his  hands,  upon  no  less  charge 
than  his  life ;  and  soon  receives  aentence  of  death 
from  his  own  mouth  ;  well  was  that  wound  bestowed 
that  struck  Ahab's  aoul  through  the  flesh  of  the  pro- 
phet :  the  disguise  is  removed,  the  king  sees  not  a 
soldier,  but  a  seer ;  and  now  finds  that  ne  hath  un- 
awares passed  aentence  upon  himself  There  needs 
no  other  doom  than  from  the  lips  of  the  offender : 
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"  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Because  thou  hast  let  go  out 
of  th;  hand,  a  Dma  whom  I  appointed  to  utter  des- 
truction, therefore  thy  life  shall  go  for  his  life,  and 
thy  people  for  his  people,"  Had  not  Ahab  Imown 
the  will  of  God  concerning  B^ihadad,  that  had  been 
mercy  to  an  enemy,  which  was  now  cruelty  to  him- 
self, to  Israel  His  ears  had  heard  of  the  bksphemies 
of  that  wicked  tongue.  His  eyes  had  seen  Ood  go 
before  him,  in  the  example  of  that  revenge.  No 
prince  can  strike  so  deep  into  his  state,  as  in  not 
striking :  in  pdrate  favour,  there  may  be  public  un- 
meroifiuaess. 


CONTEMPLATION  IL 

AHAB  AHD  HABOTH. 

Naboiu  had  a  Mr  vineyard  ;  it  had  been  bettor  for 
him,  to  have  had  none ;  his  vineyard  yielded  him  the 
hitter  grapes  of  death.  Idany  a  one  hath  been  sold 
to  death  by  his  lands  and  goods ;  wealth  hath  been  a 
snare,  as  to  the  soul  so  to  the  life :  why  do  we  call 
those  goods  which  axe  maitf  times  the  bane  of  the 
owner  ?  Naboth's  vineyard  lay  near  to  the  court  of 
Jezebel ;  it  had  been  better  for  turn  it  had  been 
planted  in  the  wilderness.  Doubtless  this  vicinity 
made  it  more  commodious  to  the  possessor,  but  more 
envious  and  unsafa  It  was  now  the  perpetual  object 
of  an  evil  eye,  and  stirred  those  desires  which  could 
neither  be  well  denied,  nor  satisfied:  eminen^  is 
still  joined  with  peril,  obscurity  with  peaca  There 
can  be  no  worse  annoyance  to  an  inheritance,  than 
the  greatness  of  an  evil  neighbourhood.  Naboth's 
vines  stood  too  near  the  smoke  of  Jezebel's  chinmeys, 
too  much  within  the  prospect  of  Ahab's  window. 
Now  lately  had  the  king  of  Israel  been  twice  vic- 
torious over  the  Syrians ;  no  sooner  is  he  returned 
home  than  he  is  overcome  with  evil  desires ;  the  foil 
he  gave  was  not  worse  than  that  he  took.     There  ii 


txniT.  il]  ah&b  akd  naboth.  216 

more  true  g1oi7  in  the  conquest  of  our  lusts,  than  in 
all  bloody  tropnies.  In  vain  shall  Ahab  boast  of  sub- 
duing a  foreign  enemy,  while  he  is  subdued  by  a 
doinestio  enemy  within  his  own  breast :  opportunity 
and  convenience  are  guilty  of  many  a  theft.  Had 
not  this  ground  lain  so  &ir,  Ahab  had  not  been 
tempted ;  his  eye  lets  in  this  evil  guest  into  the  soul 
which  now  dares  come  forth  at  ^e  mouth :  "  Give 
me  thy  vineyard,  that  I  may  have  it  for  a  garden  of 
herbs,  because  it  is  near  to  my  house,  and  I  will  give 
thee  a  better  vineyard  for  it ;  or,  if  it  seem  good  to 
thee,  I  wiB  give  thee  the  worth  of  it  in  money."  Yet 
had  Ahab  so  much  civility  and  justice,  that  he  would 
not  wring  Naboth's  patrimony  out  of  his  hands  by 
force,  but  requires  it  upon  a  &ir  composition,  whether 
of  price,  or  of  exchange.  His  government  was  vicious, 
not  tyrannical:  proprie^.  tn  goods  was  inviolably 
maintained  by  him ;  no  less  was  llf  aboth  allowed  to 
claim  a  right  in  his  vineyard,  than  Ahab  in  his 
palace.  This  we  owe  to  lawful  sovereignty  to  call 
aught  our  own  ;  and  well  worthy  is  this  pnvilege  to 
be  reptud  with  all  humble  and  loyal  respects.  The 
motion  of  Ahab,  had  it  been  to  (uiy  other  than  an 
Israelite,  had  been  as  just,  equal,  reasonable,  as  the 
repulse  had  been  rude,  churhsn,  inhumane.  It  is  fit 
that  princes  should  receive  due  satisfaction  in  the 
just  demands,  not  only  of  their  necessities,  but  con- 
venience and  pleasure ;  well  may  they  challenge  this 
retribution  to  the  benefit  of  our  common  peace  and 
protection.  If  there  be  aeay  sweetness  in  our  vine- 
yards, any  strength  in  our  fields,  we  m&y  thank  their 
sceptres  ;.  justly  may  they  expect  from  us  the  com- 
modity, the  delight  of  their  habitation ;  and  if  we 
gladly  yield  not  their  full  elbow-room,  both  of  site 
and  provision,  we  can  be  no  other  than  ungrateful 
Yet  dares  not  Naboth  give  any  other  answer  to  so 
plausible  a  motion  than,  "The  Lord  forbid  it  me, 
that  I  should  give  thee  the  inheritance  of  my  &thers." 
The  honest  Israelite  saw  violence  in  this  ingenuity ; 
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there  are  no  stronger  commands  than  the  requests  of 
the  great.  It  is  well  that  Ahab  will  not  wrest  away 
this  patrimony,  it  is  not  well  that  he  desired  it ;  the 
land  was  not  so  much  stood  upon  as  the  law.  One 
earth  might  be  as  good  as  another,  and  money  equi- 
valent to  either ;  the  Lord  hath  forbidden  to  alien 
their  inheritance.  Naboth  did  not  fear  loss,  but  ain; 
what  Naboth  might  not  lawfully  do,  Ahab  might  not 
lawfully  require :  it  pleased  God  to  be  very  punctual 
and  cautelous,  both  in  the  distinction  and  preservation 
of  the  entireness  of  these  Jewish  inheritances.  Nothing 
but  extreme  necessity  might  warrant  a  sale  of  land, 
and  that  but  for  a  time ;  if  not  sooner,  yet  at  the 
Jubilee,  it  must  revert  to  the  first  owner.     It  was 

'  not  without  a  comfortable  signification,  that  whoso- 
ever had  once  his  part  in  the  land  of  promise  could 
never  lose  it.  Certainly  Ahab  could  not  hut  know 
this  divine  restriction,  yet  doubts  not  to  aay,  "  Give 
me  thy  vineyard."  The  unconscionable  will  know 
no  other  law,  but  their  profit,  their  pleasure.  A  law- 
less greatness  hates  all  limitations,  and  abides  not  to 
hear  men  should  need  any  other  warrant  but  will. 
Naboth  dares  not  be  thus  tractable.    How  gladly 

■  would  he  be  quit  of  his  inheritance,  if  God  would 
acquit  him  from  the  sin !  not  out  of  wilfulness,  but 
obedience,  doth  this  faithful  Israelite  hold  off  from  this 

-  demand  of  his  sovereign,not  daring  to  please  an  earthly 
king  with  offending  the  heayenly.  When  princes  com- 
mand lawful  things,  God  commands  by  them ;  when 
unlawful,  they  command  agunst  God :  passive  obedi- 
ence we  mitst  give,  active  we  may  not ;  we  follow 
them  as  subordinate,  not  as  opposite  to  the  highest 
Who  cannot  hut  see  and  pity  the  straits  of  honest 

;  Naboth  ?   Ahab  requires  what  God  forbids ;  he  must 

.  &,11  out  either  with  his  God,  or  his  king.  Conscience 
carries  him  against  policy,  and  he  resolves  not  to  sin, 
that  he  might  be  gracious :  for  a  world  he  may  not 
give  bis  vineyard  Those  who  are  themselves  godless, 
think  the  holy  care  of  others  hut  idly  scrupulous.  The 
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king  of  Israel  could  not  choose  but  see,  that  only 
God's  prohibition  lay  in  the  way  of  his  designs,  not 
the  stomach  of  a  froward  subject ;  yet  he  goes  away 
into  his  house  heavy  and  displeased,  and  casta  himself 
down  upon  his  bed,  turns  away  his  &«e,  and  refttses 
his  meat ;  he  hath  taken  a  surfeit  of  Naboth's  grapes, 
which  mars  his  appetite,  and  threats  his  life.  How 
ill  can  great  hearts  endure  to  be  crossed,  though  upon 
the  most  reasonable  and  just  grounds !  Ahab's  place 
caUed  him  to  the  guardianship  of  God's  law ;  and  now 
his  heart  is  ready  to  break,  that  this  parcel  of  that 
law  may  not  be  broken.  No  marvel  if  he  made  uot 
dainty  to  transgress  a  local  statute  of  God,  who  did 
BO  shamefully  violate  the  eternal  law  of  both  tables. 

Z  know  not  whether  the  spleen  or  the  gall  of  Ahab 
be  more  affected ;  whether  more  of  anger  or  grief,  I 
cannot  say ;  but  sick  he  is,  and  keeps  his  bed,  and 
baulks  his  meat,  as  if  he  should  die  of  no  other  death, 
than  the  salads  that  he  would  have  had.  Oh  the  im- 
potent paBsion,  and  insatiable  desires  of  covetousness ! 
Ahab  is  lord  and  king  of  all  the  territories  of  Israel, 
Naboth  is  the  owner  of  one  poor  vineyard;  Ahab 
cannot  enjoy  Israel,  if  Naboth  enjoy  his  vineyard. 
Besides  Samaria,  Ahab  was  the  great  lord  paramount 
of  Damascus  and  all  Syria,  the  victor  of  him  that  was 
attended  with  two-and-thirty  kings.     Naboth  was  a 

Elain  townsman  of  Jezreel,  the  good  husband  of  a 
ttle  vineyard.  Whether  is  the  wealthier  1  I  do  not 
hear  Maboth  wish  for  any  thing  of  Ahab's ;  I  hear 
Ahab  wishing,  not  without  indignation  of  a  repulse, 
for  somewhat  from  Naboth.  Riches  and  poverty  are 
no  more  in  the  heart  than  in  the  hand :  he  is  wealthy 
that  is  contented ;  he  is  poor  that  wanteth  more.  On 
rich  Naboth,  that  carest  not  for  all  the  large  posses- 
sions of  Ahab,  so  thou  mayest  be  the  lord  of  thine 
own  vineyard !  Oh  miserable  Ahab,  that  carest  not 
for  thine  own  possessions,  while  thou  mayest  not  be 
the  lord  of  Naboth's  vineyard ! 

He  that  caused  the  disease,  sends  him  a  physician. 
VOLIL  L 
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Satan  knew  of  old  how  to  make  use  of  such  helpers. 
Jezebel  comes  to  Ahab's  bed-side,  and  casts  cold  water 
in  his  fiice,  and  puts  into  him  spirits  of  her  own  ex- 
tracting: "Dost  thou  now  govern  the  kingdom  of 
Israel  ?  Arise,  eat  bread,  and  let  thine  heart  be  meny, 
I  will  give  thee  the  vineyard  of  Naboth."  Abab 
wanted  neitlier  wit  nor  wickedness ;  yet  is  he  in  both 
a  very  novice  to  this  Sidonian  dame.  There  needs  no 
other  devil  than  Jezebel,  whether  to  project  evil  or  to 
work  it.  She  chides  the  pusillanimity  of  her  dejected 
husband,  and  persuades  him  his  rule  cannot  be  free, 
unless  it  be  licentious ;  that  there  should  be  no  bounds 
for  sovereignty,  hut  vnll.  Already  h&th  she  contrived 
to  have,  by  fraud  and  force,  what  was  denied  to  en- 
treaty. Nothing  needs  but  the  name,  hut  the  seal  of 
Ahab ;  let  her  alone  with  the  rest.  How  present  are 
the  wits  of  the  weaker  sex  for  the  devising  of  wicked- 
ness t  she  frames  a  letter  in  Ahab's  name  to  the 
senators  of  Jezreel,  wherein  she  requires  them  to 
proclaim  a  fast,  to  suborn  two  false  witnesses  against 
Naboth,  to  chaise  him  with  blasphemy  against  God 
and  the  king,  to  stone  him  to  death ;  a  ready  pigment 
for  a  rich  vineyard.  Whose  indignation  riseth  not,  to 
hear  Jezebel  name  a  fest  ?  The  great  contemners  of 
the  most  important  laws  of  God,  yet  can  be  content 
to  make  use  of  some  divine,  both  statutes  and  customs, 
for  their  own  advantage.  She  knew  the  Israelites 
had  so  much  remainder  of  grace,  as  to  hold  blasphemy 
worthy  of  death :  she  knew  their  manner  was  to  ex- 
piate those  crying  sins  with  public  humiliation ;  she 
knew  that  two  witnesses  at  least  must  cast  the  offen- 
der ;  all  these  she  urges  to  her  own  purpose.  There  is 
no  mischief  so  devili^,  as  that  which  is  cloaked  with 

liety.     Simulation  of  holiness  doubleth  a  villany. 

?his  murder  had  not  been  half  so  foul,  if  it  had  not 
been  thus  masked  with  a  religious  observation.  Be> 
sides  devotion,  what  a  fair  pretence  of  legality  is 
here !  blasphemy  against  God  and  his  anointed  may 
not  pass  unrevenged.    The  offender  is  conveated  he- 
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fore  the  sad  and  severe  beach  of  magiatracy ;  the 
justice  of  Isr&el  allows  not  to  condemn  &n  absent  and 
imheard  malefactor.  WitQesees  come  forth,  and  as;ree 
in  the  intentation  of  the  crime ;  the  judges  rend  tiieir 
garments,  and  strike  their  breasts  as  grieved,  not 
more  for  the  sin  than  the  punishment ;  their  very 
countenance  must  say  Naboth  should  not  die,  if  Kia 
offence  did  not  force  our  justice ;  and  now,  he  is  no 
good  subject,  no  true  Israelite,  that  hath  not  a  stone 
for  Naboth. 

Jezebel  knew  well  to  whom  she  wrote.  Had  not 
those  letters  fallen  upon  the  times  of  a  woful  degene- 
ration of  Israel,  they  had  received  no  less  strong 
denials  from  the  elders,  than  Ahab  bad  irom  Naboth. 
"  God  forbid,  that  the  senate  of  Jezreel  should  fiirge 
a  perjury,  belie  truth,  condemn  innocency,  brook  cor- 
ruption." Command  juBt  things,  we  are  ready  to  die 
in  the  zeal  of  our  obedience,  we  dare  not  imbrue  our 
hands  in  the  blood  of  an  innocent. 

But  she  knew  whom  she  had  engaged,  whom  she 
had  marred  by  .making  conscious.  It  were  strange  if 
they,  who  can  countenance  evil  with  greatness,  should 
want  &ctors  for  the  unjustest  designs.  Miserable  is 
that  people,  whose  rulers,  instead  of  punishing,  plot 
and  encourage  wickedness ;  when  a  distillation  «f 
evil  falls  from  the  head  upon  the  lungs  of  any  state, 
there  must  needs  follow  a  deadly  consumption. 

Yet  perhaps  there  wanted  not  some  colour  of  pre- 
tence for  this  proceeding ;  they  could  not  but  hear 
that  some  words  had  passed  betwixt  the  king  and 
Naboth ;  haply  it  was  suggested  that  Naboth  had 
secretly  over-lashed  into  saucy  and  contemptuous 
terms  to  his  sovereign,  such  as  neither  might  be  well 
borne,  nor  yet,  by  reason  of  their  privacy,  legally 
convinced.  The  bench  of  Jezreel  should  but  supply 
a  fran  to  the  just  matter  and  desert  of  condemnation ; 
what  was  it  for  thera  to  give  their  hand  to  this  obscure 
midwifery  of  justice  ?  it  is  enough  that  their  king  is 
an  aocuaer  and  witoess  of  that  wrong,  which  only  their 
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sentence  can  formally  revenge.  All  tliis  cannot  wash 
their  hands  from  the  guilt  of  blood ;  if  justice  be 
blind,  in  reject  of  partiality,  she  may  not  be  blind 
in  respect  of  the  gromids  of  execution.  Had  Naboth 
been  a  blasphemer,  or  a  traitor,  yet  these  men  were 
no  better  than  murderers.  What  difference  is  there  be- 
twixt the  stroke  of  magistracy,  and  of  man-slaughter, 
but  due  conviction  t 

Wickedness  never  spake  out  of  a  throne,  and  com- 
plained of  the  defect  of  inatruments,  Nahoth  was,  it 
seems,  strictly  conscionable,  his  fellow-citizene  loose 
and  lawless ;  they  are  glad  to  have  gotten  such  an 
opportunity  of  his  dispatch.  No  clause'  of  Ahah's 
letter  is  not  observed ;  a  fast  is  warned,  the  city  U 
assembled,  Naboth  is  convented,  accused,  confronted, 
sentenced,  stoned.  His  vineyard  is  escheated  to  the 
crown ;  Ahab  takes  speedy  and  quiet  possession. 
How  still  doth  God  sit  m  heaven,  and  look  upon  the 
complots  of  treachery  and  villanies,  as  if  they  did  not 
concern  him  !  The  success  so  answers  their  desires, 
as  if  both  heaven  and  earth  were  their  triends.  It  is 
the  plague  which  seems  the  felicity  of  sinners,  to 
speed  well  in  their  lewd  enterprises :  no  reckoning  is 
brought  in  the  midst  of  the  meal,  the  end  pays  for 
all.  While  Ahab  is  rejoicing  in  his  new  garden-plot, 
and  promising  himself  contentment  in  tJois  commo- 
dious enlargement,  in  comes  Elijah,  sent  from  God 
with  an  errand  of  vengeance.  Methinks  I  see  how 
the  king's  countenance  changed,  with  what  ^hast 
eyes  and  pale  cheeks  he  looked  upon  that  unwelcome 
prophet.  Little  pleasure  took  he  in  his  prospect, 
while  it  was  clogged  with  such  a  guest ;  yet  his  tongue 
begins  first,  "  Hast  thou  found  me,  0  mine  enemy  ?" 
Crreat  is  the  power  of  conscience.  Upon  the  last 
meeting,  for  aught  we  know,  Ahab  and  Elijah  parted 
friends.  The  prophet  had  lacqueyed  bis  coach,  and 
took  a  peaceable  leave  at  this  town's  end ;  now  Ahah's 
heart  told  him  (neither  needed  any  other  messenger) 
that  God  and  his  propliet  were  &JIen  out  with  him ; 
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his  continuing  idolatiy,  now  seconded  with  blood,  bids 
him  look  for  nothing  but  frowns  from  heaven.  A  guUtj 
heart  can  never  be  at  peace.  Had  not  Ahab  known 
how  ill  he  had  deserved  of  Qod,  he  had  never  saluted 
his  prophet  by  the  name  of  an  enemy ;  he  had  never 
been  troubled  to  be  found  bj  JBIijah,  if  his  own  breast 
had  not  found  him  out  for  an  enemy  to  God.  Much 
good  may  thy  vineyard  do  thee,  0  thou  king  of  Israel ; 
many  fair  flowers  and  savoury  herbs  may  thy  new 
gar^n  yield  thee ;  please  thyself  with  thy  Jezebel  in 
the  triumph  over  the  carcass  of  a  scrupulous  subject ; 
let  me  rather  die  with  Naboth,  than  rejoice  with  thee : 
his  turn  is  over,  thine  is  to  come,  llie  stones  that 
overwhelmed  innocent  Naboth  were  nothing  to  those 
that  smite  thee,  "  Hast  thou  killed,  and  also  taken 
possession  ?  Thus  saith  the  Xiord,  In  the  place  where 
dogs  licked  the  blood  of  Naboth,  shall  dogs  lick  thy 
blood,  even  thine,"  What  meanest  thou,  0  Elijah,  to 
charge  this  murder  upon  Ahab !  he  kept  his  chamber, 
Jezebel  wrote,  the  elders  condemned,  the  people 
stoned ;  yet  thou  aayest,  "  Hast  thou  killed  ?"  Well 
did  Ahab  know,  that  Jezebel  could  not  give  this  vine- 
yard with  dry  hands ;  yet  was  he  content  to  wink  at 
what  she  should  do :  he  but  sits  still  while  Jezebel 
works ;  only  his  signet  is  suffered  to  walk  for  the 
seahng  of  this  unknown  purchase.  Those  that  are 
trtisted  with  authority,  may  offend  no  less  in  conni- 
vancy or  neglect,  than  others  in  act,  in  participation : 
not  only  command,  consent,  countenance,  but  very 
permission  feofEs  public  persons  in  those  sins,  which 
t^y  might  and  will  not  prevent,  God  loves  to  punish 
by  retabation  ;  Naboth  and  Ahah  shall  both  bleed ; 
Naboth  by  the  stones  of  the  Jezreelites,  Ahab  by  the 
shafts  of  the  Aramites ;  the  dogs  shall  taste  of  the 
blood  of  both  What  Ahab  hath  done  in  cruelty,  he 
shall  suffer  in  justice  ;  the  case  and  the  end  make  the 
difference  happy  on  Naboth's  side,  on  Ahab's  woful. 
Naboth  bleeds  as  a  martyr;  AJiah  as  a  murderer. 
Whatever  is  Ahah's  condition,  Naboth  changes  a  vine- 
L  3 
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yard  on  earth,  for  a  kingdom  in  heaven.  Never  any 
wicked  man  gained  by  the  persecution  of  an  innocent ; 
never  any  innocent  man  waa  a  loser  hy  suffering  from 
the  wicked. 

Neither  was  this  judgment  personal,  but  heredi- 
tary ;  "  I  will  take  away  thy  posterity,  and  will 
make  thine  house  like  the  bouee  of  Jeroboam."  Him 
that  dietb  of  Ahab  in  the  city,  "  the  dogs  shall  eat:" 
and  him  that  dietb  in  the  field,  "  shall  the  fowls  of 
the  air  eat."  Ahab  shall  not  need  to  take  thought 
for  the  traducing  of  this  ill-gotten  inheritance  ;  God 
hath  taken  order  fi>r  his  heirs,  whom  hia  sin  hath 
made  no  less  the  heirs  of  his  cuise,  than  of  his  body. 
Their  father's  cruelty  to  Naboth  hath  made  them, 
together  with  their  mother  Jezebel,  dogs'  meat.  The 
revenge  of  Ood  doth  at  last  make  amends  for  the 
delay.     Whether  now  is  Nabotb's  vineyard  paid  for } 

The  man  that  had  sold  himself  to  work  wickedness, 
yet  rues  the  bargain.  I  do  not  hear  Ahab,  as  bad  as 
he  was,  revile  or  threaten  the  prophet,  but  he  renda 
hiB  clothes,  and  wears  and  lies  in  sackcloth,  and  &sts, 
and  walks  softly.  Who  that  had  seen  Ahab  would 
not  have  deemed  him  a  true  penitent  ?  All  this  was 
the  vizor  of  sorrow,  not  the  lace ;  or  if  the  fece,  not 
the  heart ;  or  if  the  sorrow  of  the  heart,  yet  not  the 
repentance ;  a  sorrow  for  the  judgment,  not  a  repent- 
ance for  the  sin.  The  very  devils  howl  to  "be  teft- 
mented.  Grief  is  not  ever  a  sign  of  grace.  Ahab 
rends  his  clothes,  he  did  not  rend  his  heart ;  he  puts 
on  sackcloth,  not  amendment ;  he  lies  in  sackcloth, 
but  he  lies  in  his  idolatry ;  he  walks  softly,  he  wall^ 
not  sincerely.  Worldly  sorrow  causeth  deatii :  happy 
is  that  grief  for  which  the  soul  is  the  holier. 

Yet  what  is  this  I  see !  this  very  shadow  of  repent- 
ance carries  away  mercy.  It  is  no  small  mercy  to 
defer  an  evil:  even  Ahab's  humiliation  shall  pro- 
rogue the  judgment :  such  as  the  penitence  was,  such 
shall  be  the  reward ;  a  temporary  reward  of  a  tempo- 
rary penitence.     As  Ahab  might  be  thus  aorrownil. 
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and  never  the  better  ;  so  be  may  be  tbus  iavoured, 
and  never  the  happier.  0  God,  how  graciously  art 
thou  ready  to  reward  a  sound  and  holy  repentance, 
who  art  thus  indulgent  to  a  camal  and  servile  de- 
jection ( 
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AHAB  AND   UICAIAH  ;   OB,  THE   DEATH    OF   AHAB. 

Who  would  have  looked  to  have  beard  any  more  of 
the  wars  of  the  Syrians  with  Israel,  after  so  great  a 
slaughter,  after  so  firm  a  le^;ue ;  a  league  not  of 
peace  only,  but  of  brotherhood?  The  halters,  the 
sackcloth  of  Benhadad's  followers  were  worn  out,  ae 
of  use,  so  of  memory,  and  now  they  are  changed  for 
iron  and  steel.  It  is  but  three  years  that  this  peace 
lasts ;  and  now  that  war  begins  which  shall  make  an 
end  of  Ahab.  The  king  of  Israel  rues  bis  unjust 
mercy :  according  to  the  word  of  the  prophet,  that 
gift  of  a  life  was  but  an  exchange ;  because  Ahab 

fave  Benhadad  his  life,  Benhadad  shall  take  Ahab's; 
e  must  forfeit  in  himself  what  he  hatb  ^ven  to 
another.  There  can  be  no  better  fruit  of  too  much 
kindness  to  infidels.  It  was  one  article  of  the  league 
betwixt  Ahab  and  his  brother  Benhadad,  that  there 
should  be  a  speedy  restitution  of  all  the  Israelitish 
cities ;  the  rest  are  yielded,  only  Ramoth-gilead  is 
held  back,  untbankfully,  injuriously.  He  that  begged 
but  his  life,  receives  his  kingdom,  and  now  rests  not 
content  with  his  own  bounds.  Justly  doth  Ahab 
challenge  his  own,  justly  doth  be  move  a  war  to  re- 
cover his  own  from  a  perfidious  tributary ;  the  law- 
fulness of  actions  may  not  be  judged  by  the  events, 
but  by  the  grounds.  The  wise  and  holy  Arbiter  of 
the  world  knows  why,  many  times,  the  better  cause 
hath  the  worst  success.  Many  a  just  business  is 
crossed  for  a  punishment  to  the  agent. 

Yet  Israel  and  Judah  were  now  pierced  in  friend- 
I  4, 
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ship.  Jehoshapliat,  the  good  king  of  Judah,  had 
made  affinity  with  Aiab  the  idolatrous  king  of 
Israel :  and,  besides  a  personal  visitation,  joins  his 
forces  with  his  new  kinsman,  against  an  old  confede- 
rate. Judah  had  called  in  Sjna  against  Israel ;  and 
now  Israel  calls  in  Judah  against  Syria :  thus  rather 
should  it  be ;  it  is  £t  that  the  more  pure  Churc]i 
should  Join  with  the  more  corrupt,  gainst  a  common 
paganiM  enemy. 

Jehoshaphat  hath  matched  with  Ahab ;  not  with 
a  divorce  of  his  devotion.  He  will  fight,  not  without 
God  ;  "  Inquire,  I  pray  thee,  at  the  word  of  the  Lord 
to-day."  Had  he  done  thus  sooner,  I  fear  Athaliah 
had  never  called  him  father :  this  motion  was  news 
in  Israel.  It  Was  wont  to  be  said.  Inquire  of  Baal. 
The  good  king  of  Judah  will  bring  rel^on  into 
fashion  in  the  court  of  Israel  Ahab  had  inquired 
of  bis  counsellors ;  what  need  he  be  so  devout,  as  to 
inquire  of  his  prophets!  Only  Jehoshapbat's  pre- 
sence made  him  thus  godly.  It  is  a  happy  thing  to 
converse  with  the  virtuous ;  their  counsel  and  ex- 
ample cannot  but  leave  some  tincture  behind  them 
of  a  good  {trofession,  if  not  of  piety.  Those  that  are 
truly  religious  dare  not  but  take  God  with  them  in 
all  their  affairs  ;  with  them  they  can  be  as  valiant, 
as  timorous  without  him. 

Ahab  had  clergy  enough,  such  as  it  was ;  four 
hundred  prophets  of  the  groves  were  reserved  from 
appearing  to  Elijah's  challenge :  these  are  now  con- 
sulted by  Ahab :  they  hve  to  betray  the  life  of  him 
who  saved  theirs.  These  care  not  so  much  to  inquire 
what  God  would  say,  aA  what  Ahab  would  have  them 
say  ;  they  saw  which  way  the  king's  heart  was  bent, 
that  way  they  bent  their  tongues  ;  "  Go  up,  for  the 
Lord  shall  dehver  it  into  the  hands  of  the  king." 
False  prophets  care  only  to  please  ;  a  plausible  false- 
hood passes  with  them  above  a  harsh  truth.  Had 
they  seen  Ahab  fearful,  they  had  said,  "Peace, 
peace ;"  now  they  see  him  resolute,  "  War  and  vie- 
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tory."  It  is  a  fearful  presage  of  rum,  when  tte  pro- 
phets conspire  in  assentation. 

Their  number  consent ;  confidence  hath  easily  won 
credit  with  Ahab  ;  we  do  all  willingly  believe  what 
we  wish,  Jehoshapbat  is  not  so  soon  satisfied ;  these 
prophets  were,  it  is  like,  obtruded  to  him  (a  stranger) 
for  the  true  prophets  of  the  true  God.  The  judicious 
king  sees  cause  to  suspect  them,  and  now,  perceiving 
at  what  altars  they  served,  hates  to  rest  in  their  tes- 
timony ;  "  Is  there  not  here  a  prophet  of  the  Lord 
besides,  that  we  might  inquire  of  him  V  One  single 
prophet,  speaking  from  the  oracles  of  God,  is  more 
worth  than  four  hundred  Saalites:  truth  may  not 
ever  be  measured  by  the  poll.  It  is  not  number,  but 
weight,  that  must  cany  it  in  a  council  of  prophets. 
A  solid  verity  in  one  mouth  is  worthy  to  preponde- 
rate light  falsehood  in  a  thousand. 

Sven  king  Ahab,  as  had  as  he  was,  kept  tale  of 
his  prophets,  and  could  g^ve  account  of  one  that  was 
missing ;  "  There  is  yet  one  man,  Micaiah  the  son 
of  Imlah,  by  whom  we  may  inquire  of  the  Lord  ;  but 
I  hate  him,  for  he  doth  not  prophesy  good  concerning 
me,  but  eviL"  It  is  very  probable  that  Micaiah  was 
that  disguised  prophet,  who  brought  to  Ahab  the 
fearful  message  of  displeasure  and  death  for  dismiss- 
ing Benhada^  for  which  he  was  ever  nnce  fast  in 
prison,  deep  in  disgrace.  0  corrupt  heart  of  self- 
condemned  Ahab !  If  Micaiah  spake  true  to  thee, 
how  was  it  evil  i  If  others  said  false,  how  was  it 
good  ?  And  if  Micaiah  spake  from  the  Lord,  why 
dost  thou  hate  him!  This  hath  wont  to  be  the 
ancient  lot  of  truth,  censure  and  hatred ;  censure 
of  the  message,  hatred  of  the  bearer.  To  camal  ears 
the  message  is  evil,  if  unpleasing ;  and,  if  plausible, 
good ;  if  it  be  sweet,  it  cannot  be  poison  ;  if  bittei 
it  cannot  be  wholesome.  The  distemper  of  the  re- 
ceiver is  guilty  of  this  misconceit:  in  itself,  eveiy 
truth,  as  it  is  good,  so  amiable ;  every  &lsehood 
loathsome,  as  evil.  A  sick  palate  cries  out  of  the 
L  5 
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taste  of  thoBe  liquors  which  aro  well  allowed  of  the 
healthful  It  is  a  sign  of  a  good  state  of  the  soul, 
when  every  rendure  can  receive  hia  proper  judgment. 
Wise  and  good  Jehoshaphat  dissuades  Ahab  from 
so  hard  an  opinion,  and  sees  cause  so  much  more  to 
urge  the  ctmsultation  of  Ificaiah,  by  how  much  he 
finds  him  more  unpleasing.  The  king  of  Israel,  to 
satisfy  the  importunity  of  so  great  and  dear  an  ally, 
sends  an  officer  for  Micaiah :  he  knew  well,  belike, 
where  to  find  bin) :  within  those  four  walls,  where 
unjust  cruelty  had  disposed  of  that  innocent  seer ; 
out  of  the  obscurity  of  the  prison,  is  the  poor  pr(n>het 
fetched  in  the  light  of  so  glorioua  a  confession  of  two 
kings,  who  thought  this  convocation  of  prophets  not 
unworthy  of  their  greatest  representation  of  state 
and  majesty :  there  he  finds  Zedekiah,  the  leader  of 
that  false  crew,  not  speaking  only,  but  acting  his 
prediction.  Signs  were  no  leas  us^  hy  the  pro^ets, 
than  words ;  tms  arch  flatterer  hath  made  hun  horns 
.  of  iron ;  the  horn  is  forcible,  the  iron  irresistible ;  by 
an  irresistible  force  shall  Ahab  push  the  Syrians,  as 
if  there  were  more  certainty  in  this  man's  hands, 
than  in  Ms  tongue.  If  this  son  of  Chenaanah  had 
not  had  a  forehead  of  brass  for  impudency,  and  a 
heart  of  lead  for  flexibleness  to  humours  and  times, 
he  bad  nevw  devised  these  horns  of  iron  wherewith 
his  king  was  gored  unto  blood.  However,  it  is 
enough  for  him  that  be  is  believed,  that  he  is  ae> 
conded.  All  the  great  inquest  of  these  prophets 
gave  up  their  verdict  to  this  foreman ;  not  one  of 
four  hundred  dissented.  Unanimity  of  opinion  in 
the  greatest  ecclesiastical  assemblies,  is  not  ever  an 
argument  of  truth ;  there  may  be  as  common,  and  as 
firm  agreement  in  error. 

The  messenger  that  came  lor  Uicaiah,  like  a  carnal 
Mend,  sets  him  in  a  way  of  favour ;  tells  him  what 
the  rest  had  said,  how  they  pleased ;  how  unsafe  it 
would  be  for  him  to  vary,  how  beneficial  to  assent. 
Those  that  adore  earthly  greatness  think  every  man 
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shoTild  dote  upon  their  idols,  and  liold  no  terma  too 
higli  for  their  ambitious  purchases.  Faithiiil  Micaiah 
acoms  the  motion  ;  he  knows  the  price  of  the  word, 
and  contemns  it ;  "  As  the  Lord  liveth,  what  the 
Ixtrd  saith  unto  me,  that  will  I  speak."  Neither 
fears,  nor  &vouts,  can  tempt  the  holily  resolute :  they 
can  trample  upon  dangers,  or  honours,  with  a  CM%1ess 
foot ;  and,  whether  they  be  smiled  or  frowned  on  by 
the  great,  dare  not  either  alter  or  conceal  their  errand. 

The  question  is  moved  to  Uicaiah  :  he  at  first  so 
yields,  that  he  contradicts  ;  yields  in  words,  contra- 
dicts in  pronunciation ;  the  syllables  are  for  them, 
the  sound  against  them :  ironies  deny  strongest  in 
affirming.  And  now,  being  pressed  home,  he  tells 
them,  uiat  God  had  showed  him  those  sheep  of 
Israel,  should,  ere  long,  by  thb  meuiB,  want  tneir 
shepherd.  The  very  resemblance,  to  a  good  prince, 
had  been  eifective :  the  sheep  is  a  helpless  creature, 
not  able  either  to  guard  or  guide  itself ;  all  the  safety, 
all  the  direction  of  it,  is  from  the  keeper,  without 
whom  every  cur  chases  and  worries  it,  every  track 
seduceth  it ;  such  shall  Israel  soon  be,  if  ^lab  be 
ruled  by  his  prophets.  The  king  of  Israel  doth  not 
beKeve,  but  quarrel ;  not  at  himseF,  who  had  de- 
served evil,  but  at  the  prophet,  who  foresignified  it ; 
and  is  more  carefiil  that  the  king  of  Judah  should 
mark  how  true  he  had  foretold  concerning  the  pro- 
phet, than  how  the  prophet  had  foretold  concerning 
him. 

Bold  Micaiah,  as  no  whit  discouraged  with  the 
unjust  checks  of  greatness,  doubles  hia  prediction, 
and,  by  a  second  vision,  particularizeth  the  means  of 
this  dangerous  error.  While  the  two  kings  sat  ma- 
jestically in  their  thrones,  he  tells  them  of  a  more 
glorious  throne  than  theirs,  whereon  he  saw  the  King 
of  gods  sitting:  while  they  were  compassed  with 
some  hundreds  of  prophets,  and  thousands  of  subjects 
and  soldiers,  he  tells  them  of  all  the  host  of  heaven 
attending  that  other  throne  ;  while  they  were  deli- 
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berating  of  a  -war,  he  tells  them  of  a  God  of  heaTen 
justly  decreeing  the  judgment  of  a  deadly  deception 
to  Ahab.  The  decree  of  the  Highest  ia  not  more 
.plainly  revealed,  than  expressed  paraboUcally.  The 
wise  and  holy  God  is  represented,  after  the  manner 
of  men,  consulting  of  that  ruin  which  he  intended  to 
the  wicked  king  of  Israel.  That  uncreated  and  in- 
finite Wisdom  needs  not  the  advice  of  any  finite  and 
created  powers  to  direct  him,  needs  not  the  assent 
and  aid  of  any  spirit  for  his  execution,  much  less  of 
an  evil  one ;  yet,  here  an  evil  spirit  is  brought  in,  by 
way  of  vision  mixed  with  parable,  profiering  the  ser- 
vice of  his  lie,  accepted,  employed,  successful  These 
figures  are  not  void  of  truth :  the  action  and  event 
are  reduced  to  a  decree ;  the  decree  is  shadowed  out 
by  the  resemblance  of  human  proceedings.  All  evil 
motions  and  counsels  are  originally  from  that  ma- 
lignant spirit ;  that  evU  spirit  coidd  have  no  power 
over  men,  but  by  the  permission,  by  the  decree  of 
Jhe  Almighty.  That  Abnighty,  as  he  is  no  author 
of  sins,  80  he  ordains  all  evil  to  good :  it  is  good  that 
is  just ;  it  is  good  that  one  sin  should  be  punished  by 
another :  Satan  is  herein  no  other  than  the  execu- 
tioner of  that  Qoi,  who  is  as  far  from  infusing  evil, 
as  from  not  revenging  it.  Now  Ahab  sees  the  ground 
of  that  applauded  consent  of  his  rabble  of  prophets ; 
one  evil  spirit  hath  no  less  deceived  them,  than  they 
their  master ;  he  is  one,  therefore  he  agrees  with 
himself;  he  is  evil,  therefore  both  he  and  they  agree 
in  deceit. 

Oh  !  the  noble  and  undaunted  spirit  of  Micaiah  ! 
neither  the  thrones  of  the  kings,  nor  the  number  of 
the  prophets,  could  abate  one  word  of  his  true, 
though  displeasing  message ;  the  king  of  Israel  shall 
hear,  that  he  is  misled  by  liars,  they  by  a  deviL 
Surely  Jehoshaphat  cannot  but  wonder  at  so  unequal 
a  contention,  to  see  one  silly  prophet  affronting  four 
hundred ;  with  whom,  lest  confidence  should  carry  it, 
behold  Zedekiah,  more  bold,  more  zealous :  if  Micaiah 
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have  given  him,  with  his  fellows,  the  lie,  he  gives 
Uicaiah  the  fist  Before  these  two  great  guarmaDs 
of  peace  and  justice,  swaggering  Zedekiah  smites 
Micaiah  on  the  face ;  and  with  the  blow  expOBtnlates ; 
"  Which  way  went  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  from  me,  to 
speak  unto  thee  T'  For  a  prophet  to  smite  a  prophet 
in  the  fece  of  two  kings,  was  intolerably  insolent :  the 
act  was  much  unbeseeming  the  person,  more  the  pre- 
sence ;  prophets  may  reprove,  they  may  not  stnke. 
It  was  enough  for  Ahab  to  punish  with  the  hand ;  no 
weapon  was  for  Zedekiah,  but  his  tongue  ;  neither 
could  this  rude  presumption  have  been  well  taken,  if 
malice  had  not  made  nu^istracy  insensible  of  this 
usurpation.  Ahab  was  well  content  to  see  that  hated 
mouth  beaten  by  any  hand.  It  is  no  new  condition 
of  CK>d's  fiiithiul  messengers  to  smart  for  saying  truth. 
Falsehood  doth  not  more  bewray  itself  in  any  thing 
than  in  blows ;  truth  suffers,  while  error  persecutea 
Kone  are  more  ready  to  boaat  of  the  spirit  of  God, 
than  those  that  have  the  least ;  as  in  veEa^a,  the  full-, 
are  silent. 

Innocent  Ificaiah  neither  defends  nor  complains  ; 
it  would  have  well  beseemed  the  religious  king  of 
Judah  to  have  spoken  in  the  cause  of  the  dumb,  to 
have  checked  insolent  Zedekiah.  ^e  is  content  to 
give  way  to  this  tide  of  peremptory  and  general  op- 
position ;  the  helpless  prophet  stands  alone,  yet  lays 
about  Mm  with  his  tongue  ;  "  Behold,  thou  ahalt  see, 
in  that  day  when  thou  shalt  go  into  an  inner  chamber 
to  hide  thyselC"  Now  the  proud  Baalite  showed 
himself  too  much,  ere  long  he  shall  be  glad  to  lurk 
unseen  ;  his  horns  of  iron  cannot  bear  off  his  danger. 
The  son  of  Ahab  cannot  choose,  but,  in  the  zeal  of 
revenging  his  father's  deadly  seducement,  call  for 
that  mlse  head  of  Zedekiah  ;  in  vain  shall  that  im- 
postor seek  to  hide  himself  from  justice  ;  but,  in  the 
mean  while,  he  goes  away  with  honour,  Micaiah  with 
censure :  "  take  Micaiah,  and  carry  him  back  to  Amon 
the  governor  of  the  city,  and  to  Joash  the  king's 
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son  ;  and  s&t.  Thus  saith  the  king,  Put  this  fellov  in 
prison,  and  feed  him  vith  bread  of  affliction,  and  with 
water  of  affliction,  until  I  come  in  peace." 

A  hard  doom  of  truth ;  the  jau  for  his  lodging, 
coarse  bread  and  water  for  his  food,  shall  but  reserve 
Micaiah  for  a  further  revenge :  the  return  of  Ahjtb 
diall  be  the  bane  of  the  prophet.  Was  not  this  he 
that  advised  Benhadad  not  to  boast  in  the  putting 
on  his  armour,  as  in  the  ungirding  it ;  and  doth  he  now 
promise  himself  peace  and  victory,  before  he  buckle 
]t  on  ?  No  warning  will  dissuade  the  wilful ;  so 
assured  doth  Ahab  make  himself  of  success,  that  he 
threats  ere  he  go,  what  he  will  do  when  he  returns  in 
peace  How  justly  doth  God  deride  the  misreckonings 
of  proud  and  foolish  men .'  If  Ahab  had  no  other 
sins,  his  very  confidence  shall  defeat  him,  yet  the 
prophet  cannot  be  overcome  in  his  resolution ;  he 
knows  his  grounds  cannot  deceive  him,  and  dare 
therefore  cast  the  credit  of  his  functions  upon  this 
issue :  "  If  thou  return  at  all  in  peace,  the  Lord  hath 
not  spoken  by  rae : "  and  he  said,  "  Hearken,  O  people, 
every  one  of  you."  Let  him  never  be  called  a  propnet 
that  dare  not  trust  his  God,  This  was  no  adventure 
therefore  of  reputation  or  life  ;  since  he  knew  whom 
he  believed,  the  fvent  was  no  less  sure  than  if  it  had 
been  past.  He  is  no  god  that  is  not  constant  to  him- 
self :  nath  he  spoken,  and  shall  he  not  perform )  what 
hold  have  we  for  our  sotds,  but  his  eternal  word  ? 
The  being  of  God  ia  not  more  sure  than  his  promises, 
than  his  sentences  of  judgment.  Well  may  we  appeal 
to  the  testimony  of  the  world  in  both  :  if  there  be 
not  piques  for  the  wicked,  if  there  be  not  rewards 
for  the  righteous,  God  hath  not  spoken  by  us. 

Not  Ahab  only,  but  good  Jehoshaphat,  is  carried 
with  the  multitude ;  their  forces  are  joined  against 
Ramoth.  The  king  of  Israel  doth  not  so  trust  his 
prophets,  that  he  dares  trust  himself  in  his  own 
clothes :  thus  aball  he  elude  Micaiah's  threat ;  doubt- 
less the  judgment  of  God,  the  Syrian  shafts,  cannot 
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find  him  out  in  tliis  unsuspected  dif^uiae.  How 
fondly  do  vain  men  im^ne  to  shift  off  the  just  re- 
venges of  the  Almighty ! 

The  king  of  Syria  gives  charge  to  his  captains  to 
fight  against  none  but  the  king  of  Israel  Thus  doth 
the  unthankful  infidel  repay  the  mercy  of  hia  l&te 
victor ;  ill  was  the  snake  saved,  that  requites  the 
fiiVQur  of  his  life  with  a  sting :  thus  still  the  greatest 
are  the  iaireat  mark  t«  envious  eyes.  By  how  much 
more  eminent  any  man  is  in  the  Israel  of  God,  so 
many  more,  and  more  dangerous  enemies  must  he 
expect ;  both  earth  and  hell  conspire  in  their  opposi- 
tion to  the  worthiest.  Those,  who  are  advanced 
above  others,  have  so  much  more  need  of  the  guar^ 
both  of  their  own  vigilancy  and  others'  prayers. 
Jehoshapbat  had  like  to  have  paid  dear  for  his  love : 
he  is  pursued  for  him,  in  whose  amity  he  offended  ; 
his  cries  deliver  him,  his  cries,  not  to  his  pursuers, 
but  to  his  Grod ;  whose  mercy  takes  not  advantage 
of  our  infirmity,  but  rescues  us  from  those  evils  which 
we  wilfully  provoke.  It  is  Ahab,  against  whom,  not 
the  Syrians  only,  but  God  himself,  intends  this 
quarrel ;  the  enemy  is  taken  off  from  Jehoshaphat. 
Oh  the  just  and  mighty  hand  of  that  divine  Pro- 
vidence which  directeth  all  our  actions  to  his  own 
ends,  which  takes  order  where  eveiy  shaft  shall  Hght ; 
and  guides  the  arrow  of  the  strong  archer  into  the 
joints  of  Ahab's  harness  !  it  was  shot  at  a  venture, 
&lls  by  a  destiny :  and  there  falls,  where  it  may 
carry  death  to  a  hidden  debtor.  In  aU  actions,  both 
voluntary  and  casual,  thy  will,  0  God,  shall  be  done 
by  us,  with  whatever  intentiona  Little  did  the 
Syrian  know  whom  he  had  stricken,  no  more  than 
the  arrow  wherewith  he  struck :  an  invisible  band 
disposed  of  both,  to  the  punishment  of  Ahab,  to  the 
vindication  of  Micaiah.  How  worthily,  0  God,  art 
thou  to  he  adored  in  thy  justice  and  wisdom,  to  be 
feared  in  thy  judgments  !  Too  late  doth  Ahab  now 
think  of  the  &ir  warnings  of  Micaiah,  which  he  un- 
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■wisely  contemned  ;  of  the  painful  flatteries  of  Zede- 
kiah,  which  he  stubbornly  believed :  that  guilty  blood 
of  his  runs  down,  out  of  his  wound,  into  we  midst  of 
hia  chariot,  and  pays  Kaboth  his  arrearages.  0 
Ahab,  what  art  thou  the  better  for  thine  ivory  house, 
while  thou  hast  a  black  soul  ?  what  comfort  hast  thou 
now  in  those  flattering  prophets,  which  tickled  thine 
ears  and  secured  thee  of  victories  ?  what  joy  is  it  to 
thee  now,  that  thou  wast  great  ?  Who  had  not  rather 
be  a  Hicaiah  in  the  jail,  than  Ahab  in  the  chariot  ? 
Wicked  men  have  the  advantc^  of  the  way,  godly 
men  of  the  end.  The  chariot  is  washed  in  the  pool 
of  Samaria  ;  the  dogs  come  to  claim  their  due  ;  they 
lick  up  the  blood  of  the  king  of  Israel  The  tongues 
of  those  brute  creatures  shall  make  good  the  tongue 
of  Giod's  prophet :  Micaiah  is  justified,  Nabotb  is 
revenged,  the  Baalites  confounded,  Ahab  judged  ; 
"  Righteous  art  thou,  0  Grod,  in  all  thy  ways,  and 
holy  in  all  thy  works," 


CONTEMPLATION  IV. 

AHAZIAH    SICE,    AND  ELUAH    SEVEBQED. 

Ahaziah  succeeded  his  &ither  Ahab,  both  in  his 
throne  and  in  his  sin.  Who  could  look  for  better . 
issue  of  those  loins,  of  those  examples  1  Qod  follows 
him  with  a  double  judgment,  of  the  revolt  of  Moab, 
and  of  his  own  sickness.  All  the  reign  of  Ahab  had 
Moab  been  a  quiet  tributary,  and  mmished  Israel 
with  rich  flocks  and  fleeces ;  now  their  subjection 
dies  with  that  warlike  king,  and  will  not  be  inherited. 
This  rebellion  took  advantage,  as  from  the  weaker 
spirits,  so  from  the  sickly  body  of  Ahaziah,  whose 
disease  was  not  natural,  but  casual ;  walking  in  his 
palace  of  Samaria,  some  grate  in  the  floor  of  his 
chamber  breaks  under  him,  and  gives  way  to  that 
fell,  whereby  he  is  bruised,  and  languisheth.  The 
same  hand  that  guided  Ahab's  shaft,  cracks  Ahasdah's 
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lattice.  How  infinite  variety  of  plagues  hath  the 
Just  God  for  obstinate  sinners !  whether  in  the  field 
or  in  the  chamber,  he  knows  to  find  them  out.  How 
fearlesslj  did  Ahaziah  walk  on  his  wonted  pavement ! 
The  Lord  hath  laid  a  trap  for  him,  wheremto,  while 
he  thinks  least,  he  &H8  irrecoverablT.  No  place  is 
s^e  for  the  man  that  is  at  variance  with  God. 

The  body  of  Ahaziah  was  not  more  sick  than  his 
soul  was  graceless :  none  but  chance  was  his  enemy, 
none  but  the  Qod  of  Ekron  must  be  hie  friend.  He 
looks  not  up  to  the  omnipotent  hand  of  divine  justice 
for  the  disease,  or  of  mercy  for  the  remedy ;  an  idol 
is  his  refiige,  whether  for  cure  or  intelligence.  We 
hear  not  till  now  of  Baalzebub :  this  new  god  of  flies 
is  perhaps  of  his  making,  who  now  is  a  suitor  to  his 
own  erection.  All  these  heathen  deities  were  but  a 
devil,  with  change  of  appellations ;  the  influence  of 
that  evil  spirit  eluded  those  miserable  clients  ;  else 
tiiere  was  no  fly  so  impotent  as  that  outside  of  the 
god  of  Ekron,  Who  would  think  that  any  Israelite 
could  so  fiu*  dote  upon  a  stock,  a  fiend  ?  Time  gathered 
much  credit  to  this  idol ;  insomuch  as  the  Jews  after- 
wards styled  Beel-zebub  the  prince  of  all  the  regions 
of  darkness.  Ahaziah  is  the  first  that  bringe  bis  oracle 
in  request,  and  pays  him  the  tribute  of  his  devotion ; 
he  sends  messengers,  and  says,  "  Go  inquire  of  Baal- 
zebub,  the  god  of  Ekron,  whether  I  shall  recover  of 
this  disease."  The  message  was  either  idle  or  wicked ; 
idle,  if  he  sent  it  to  a  stock  ;  if  to  a  devil,  both  idle 
and  wicked.  Wbat  can  the  most  intelligent  spirits 
know  of  fiiture  things,  but  what  they  see  either  in 
their  causes,  or  in  the  light  of  participation  ?  What 
a  madness  was  it  in  ATiagjitTi  to  seek  to  the  postern 
while  the  fore^te  stood  open !  Could  those  evil 
spirits  truly  foretel  events  no  way  pre-existent,  yet 
they  might  not,  without  aia,  be  consulted :  the  evil 
of  their  nature  debars  all  the  benefits  of  their  infonna- 
tion :  if  not  as  intelUgenccrB,  much  less  may  they  be 
sought  to  as  gods.     Who  cannot  blush  to  hear  and  see 
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that  even  the  very  evangelical  Israel  should  yield 
pilgrims  to  the  shrines  of  darkness  ?  How  manj, 
after  this  clear  light  of  the  Gospel,  in  their  losses,  in 
their  sickneBseB,  send  to  these  infernal  oracles,  and 
damn  themselves  wilfully  in  a  vain  curiosity !  The 
message  of  the  jealous  God  intercepts  them  with  a 
just  disdajn,  as  here  by  Elijah ;  "  Is  it  not  because 
there  is  not  a  Qod  in  Israel,  that  ye  go  to  inquire  of 
Baal-zebub  the  god  of  Ekron  ?"  What  can  be  a 
greater  disparagement  to  the  true  God  than  to  be 
neglected,  than  to  stand  aside,  and  see  us  make  love 
to  a  hellish  rival  ?  Were  there  no  God  in  Israel,  in 
heaven,  what  could  we  do  other  ?  What  worse  ?  This 
affix>nt,  of  whatever  kind,  Ahaziah  cannot  escape  with- 
out a  revenge :  "  Therefore  thus  aaith  the  Lora,  Thou 
shalt  not  come  down  from  that  bed  on  which  thou  art 
gone  up,  but  shalt  surely  die."  It  is  a  high  indignity 
to  the  true  God,  not  to  be  sought  to  in  our  necesdties ; 
but  so  to  be  cashiered  from  our  devotions,  as  to  have 
a  &lse  god  thrust  in  his  room,  is  such  a  scorn,  as  it  is 
well  if  it  can  escape  with  one  death :  let  now  the 
famous  god  of  Ekron  take  off  that  brand  of  feared 
mortality,  which  the  living  God  hath  set  upon  Aha- 
mah  ;  let  Baal-zebub  make  good  some  better  news  to 
his  distressed  suppHant :  rather  the  king  of  Israel  is 
himself,  without  nis  repentance,  basting  to  Baal-zebub. 
This  errand  is  soon  done ;  the  messengers  are  re- 
turned ere  they  go.  Not  a  little  were  they  amazed 
to  hear  their  secret  message  from  another's  mouth  ; 
neither  could  choose  but  think,  he  that  can  tell  what 
Ahaziah  said,  what  he  thought,  can  forctel  how  he 
shall  speed.  We  have  met  with  a  greater  God  than 
we  went  to  seek ;  what  need  we  inquire  for  another 
answer?  With  this  conceit,  with  this  report,  they 
return  to  their  sick  lord,  and  astonish  him  with  so 
short,  so  sad  a  relation.  No  marvel  if  the  king  in- 
quired curiously  of  the  habit  and  fashion  of  the  man 
tnat  could  know  this,  that  durst  say  this.  They 
describe  bim  a  man  whether  of  a  hairy  skin,  or  of 
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rough,  coarse,  careless,  attire ;  thus  dressed,  thus 
girded.  Aliaziah  readily  apprehends  it  to  l>e  Elijah, 
the  old  friend  of  his  &ther  Ahab,  of  his  mother  Jeze- 
bel :  more  than  once  had  he  seen  him,  an  unwelcome 
guest,  in  the  court  of  laraeL  The  times  had  been 
Buch  that  the  prophet  could  not  at  once  speak  true, 
and  please ;  nothing  but  reproof  and  menaces  sounded 
jrom  the  mouth  of  Elijah :  Micaiah  and  he  were  still 
as  welcome  to  the  eyes  of  that  guilty  prince  as  the 
Syrian  arrow  was  into  his  flesh.  Too  well  therefore 
had  Ahaziah  noted  that  querulous  seer,  and  now  is 
not  a  little  troubled  to  see  himself,  in  succeBsion, 
haunted  with  that  bold  and  ill-boding  spirit. 

Behold  the  true  son  of  Jezebel ;  the  anguish  of  his 
disease,  the  expectation  of  death,  cannot  take  off 
his  persecution  of  Elyajh :  it  is  against  his  will  that 
his  death-bed  is  not  bloody.  Had  Ahaziah  meant 
any  other  than  a  cruel  violence  to  Elijah,  he  had  sent 
a  peaceable  messenger  to  call  him  to  the  court ;  he 
had  not  sent  a  captain,  with  a  band  of  soldiers,  to 
fetch  him  ;  the  instruments  which  he  useth  carry  re- 
venge in  their  face :  if  he  had  not  thought  Elijah 
more  than  a  man,  what  needed  a  band  of  fifty  to 
apprehend  one!  And  if  he  did  think  him  such, 
wny  would  he  send  to  apprehend  him  by  fifty? 
Surely  Ahaziah  knew  of  old,  how  miraculous  a  pro- 
phet Elijah  was  ;  what  power  that  man  had  over  all 
their  base  deities,  what  command  of  the  elements, 
of  the  heavens ;  and  yet  he  sends  to  attach  him.  It 
ia  a  strange  thing  to  see  how  wilfully  godless  men 
strive  against  the  stream  of  their  own  hearts,  hating 
that  wMeh  they  know  good,  fighting  against  that 
which  they  know  divine.  What  a  gross  disagreement 
is  in  the  message  of  this  Israelitish  captain !  "  Thou 
man  of  God,  the  king  hath  said.  Come  down :"  if  he 
were  a  man  of  6od,  how  hath  he  offended  ?  And  if 
he  have  justly  offended  the  anointed  of  God,  how  ia 
he  a  man  of  God  1  And  if  he  be  a  man  of  God,  and 
Jiave  not  offended,  why  should  he  come  down  to  punish- 
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ment  ?  Here  Ib  a  kind  confession  with  a  false  heart, 
with  hloody  ends :  the  world  is  fiill  of  these  windy 
courtesies,  real  cruelties.  Deadly  malice  lurks  under 
fair  compliments,  and,  while  it  flatters,  killeth.  The 
prophet  hides  not  himself  &om  the  pursuit  of  Aha- 
ziah  ;  rather  he  sits  where  he  may  be  most  conspicu- 
ous, on  the  top  of  a  hill ;  this  band  knows  well  where 
to  find  him,  and  climbs  up,  in  the  sight  of  Elijah,  for 
his  arrest.  The  steepness  of  the  ascent,  when  they 
drew  near  to  the  highest  reach,  yielded  a  convenience 
both  of  respiration  and  parley ;  thence  doth  the 
captain  imperiously  call  down  the  prophet.  Who 
would  not  tremble  at  the  dreadful  answer  of  Elijah  t 
"  If  I  be  a  man  of  God,  then  let  fire  come  down  from 
heaven,  and  consume  thee,  and  thy  fifty."  What 
shall  we  say!  That  a  prophet  is  revengeful,  that 
soldiers  suffer  while  a  prophet  strikes ;  that  a  prince's 
command  is  answered  with  imprecation  ;  woraa  with 
fire  ;  that  an  unarmed  seer  should  kill  ooe-and-fifty 
at  a  blow  ?  There  are  few  tracks  of  Elijah  that  are 
ordinary,  and  fit  for  common  feet ;  his  actions  are 
more  for  wonder  than  for  precedent :  not  in  his  own 
defence  would  the  prophet  have  been  the  death  of  so 
many,  if  God  had  not,  by  a  peculiar  instinct,  made 
him  an  instrument  of  this  just  vengeance.  The 
divine  justice  finds  it  meet  to  do  this  for  the  terror 
of  Israel,  that  he  might  teach  them  what  it  was  to 
contemn,  to  persecute  a  prophet,  that  they  might 
learn  to  fear  him  whom  they  had  forsaken,  and  con- 
fess that  heaven  was  sensible  of  their  insolencies  and 
impieties.  If  not  as  visibly,  yet  as  certainly,  doth 
God  punish  the  violations  of  his  ordinances ;  the 
afironts  ofTered  to  his  messengers,  still  and  ever  ;  not 
ever  with  the  same  speed ;  sometimes  the  punish- 
ment overtakes  the  act,  sometimes  dogs  it  afar  off, 
and  seizeth  upon  the  offender,  when  his  crime  is  for- 
gotten. Here,  no  sooner  is  the  word  out  of  Elijah's 
mouth,  than  the  fire  is  out  of  heaven.  Oh  the  won- 
derful power  of  a  prophet !     There  sits  Elijah  in  his 
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coarse  mantle,  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  commands 
the  heavens,  and  they  obey  him  ;  "  Let  fire  fiill  down 
from  heaven."  He  needs  no  more  but  say  what  he 
would  have  done :  the  fire  fiills  down,  as  before  upon 
the  sacrifice  in  Carmel,  so  now  upon  the  soldiers  of 
Ahaziah.  What  is  man  in  the  hands  of  his  Maker  ? 
One  flash  of  lightning  hath  consumed  this  one-and- 
fiftv :  and  if  all  the  hosts  of  Israel,  jea  of  the  world, 
had  been  in  their  rooms,  there  had  needed  no  other 
force.  What  madness  is  it  for  him  whose  breath  is 
in  his  nostrils,  to  contend  with  the  Ahnighty !  The 
time  was,  when  two  zealous  disciples  would  &in  have 
imitated  this  fiery  revenge  of  Elijah,  and  were  re- 
pelled with  a  check ;  the  very  place  puts  them  in 
mind  of  the  judgment :  not  far  &om  Samaria  was 
this  done  by  Elijah,  and  wished  to  be  done  by  the 
disciples.  So  churlish  a  rejection  of  a  Saviour  seemed 
no  less  heinous,  than  the  endeavour  of  apprehending 
a  prophet ;  "  Lord,  wilt  thou  that  we  command  fire 
to  come  down  &om  heaven,  and  consume  them,  as 
Elias  did  ?"  The  world  yielded  but  one  Elias :  that 
which  was  zeal  in  him,  might  be  fiiry  in  another ; 
the  least  variation  of  circumstance  may  make  an 
example  dangerous ;  presently,  therefore,  do  they 
hear,  "  Ye  know  not  of  what  spirit  ye  are,"  It  is 
the  calling  that  varies  the  spirit :  Elijah  was  God's 
minister  for  the  execution  of  so  severe  a  judgment; 
they  were  but  the  servants  of  their  own  impotent 
anger ;  there  was  fire  in  their  breasts  which  God 
never  kindled.  Far  was  it  from  the  Saviour  of  men 
to  second  their  earthly  fire  with  his  heavenly.  He 
came  indeed  to  send  fire  upon  earth,  but  to  warm, 
not  to  hum ;  and  if  to  hum,  not  the  persons  of  men, 
but  their  corruptions.  How  much  more  safe  is  it  for 
us  to  follow  the  meek  Prophet  of  the  New  Testament, 
than  that  fervent  prophet  of  the  Old !  Let  the 
matter  of  our  prayers  be  the  sweet  dews  of  mercy, 
not  the  fires  of  vengeance. 

Would  not  any  man  have  thought  Ahaziah  suffi- 
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ciently  warned  by  so  terrible  a  judgment  ?  Could  he 
choose  but  say,  It  is  no  meddling  with  a  man  that  can 
apeak  Ughtning  and  death  ?  What  he  hath  s^d  con- 
ceming  me  is  too  well  approved  by  what  he  bath 
done  to  my  messengers ;  God's  band  is  with  him, 
mine  shall  not  be  against  him.  Yet  now,  behold,  the 
rage  of  Abaziah  is  so  much  the  more  kindled  by  this 
fire  from  heaven ;  and  a  more  resolute  captain,  with 
a  second  band,  is  sent  to  fetch  Elijah  to  death.  This 
man  is  in  haste,  and  commands  not  only  his  descent, 
but  bis  speed :  "  Come  down  quickly."  The  charge 
implies  a  threat ;  El^ah  must  look  for  force,  if  he 
yield  not.  There  needs  no  other  weapon  for  de- 
fence, for  offence,  than  the  same  tongue,  the  same 
breath.  God  hath  fire  enough  for  all  the  troops 
of  Abaziah.  Immediately  doth  a  sudden  dame  break 
out  of  heaven,  and  consume  this  forward  leader  and 
his  bold  followers.  It  is  a  just  presage  and  desert  of 
ruin,  not  to  be  warned.  Worthily  are  they  made 
examples  that  will  not  take  them. 

What  marble  or  flint  is  harder  than  a  wicked  heart  ? 
As  if  Ahaziah  would  despitefully  spit  in  the  faoe  of 
heaven,  and  wrestle  a  fall  with  the  Almighty,  he  will 
needs  yet  again  set  a  third  captain  upon  so  desperate 
an  employment !  How  hot  a  service  must  this  com- 
mander needs  think  himself  put  upon ;  who  can  but 
pity  his  straits  ?  There  is  death  before  bim,  death 
behind  him :  if  he  go  not,  the  king's  wrath  is  the 
messenger  of  death :  if  he  go,  the  pro^^et's  tongue 
is  the  execution  of  death.  Uany  a  hard  task  will 
follow  the  service  of  a  prince  wedded  to  his  passion, 
divorced  from  God  Unwillingly,  doubtlesa,  and 
feariuUy  doth  this  captain  climb  up  the  hill  to  scale 
that  impregnable  fort:  but  now,  when  he  comes 
near  to  the  assault,  the  battery  that  be  lays  to  it  is 
his  prayers ;  his  surest  fight  is  upon  bis  knees.  "  He 
went  up,  and  came,  and  fell  upon  his  knees  before 
Elijah,  and  besought  him,  and  said  unto  him,  0  man 
of  Qttd,  I  pray  thee,  let  my  life,  and  the  life  of  these 
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fifty  thy  servants,  be  precioua  in  thy  sight"  He 
coiifeases  the  judgment  that  befel  his  predecessors  ; 
the  monuments  of  their  destruction  were  in  his  eye, 
and  the  terror  of  it  in  his  heart ;  of  an  enemy  there- 
fore be  is  become  a  supplicant,  and  sues  not  so  much 
for  the  prophet's  Tieldanoe,  as  for  big  own  life.  This 
was  the  way  to  oner  violence  to  the  prophet  of  God, 
to  the  God  of  that  prophet,  even  humble  supplica- 
tions ;  we  must  deprecate  that  evil  which  we  would 
avoid :  if  we  would  force  blessings,  we  must  entreat 
them.  There  is  nothing  to  be  gotten  from  Gkid  by 
strong  hand,  any  thing  by  suit.  The  life  of  the  cap- 
tain  is  preserved :  El^ah  is  by  the  angel  comoiandefl 
to  go  down  with  him  speedily,  fearl^sly.  The  pro- 
phet casts  not  with  himself  What  safety  can  there 
be  in  this  journey  ?  I  shall  put  myself  into  the 
hajids  of  rude  soldiers,  and  by  them  into  the  hands 
of  an  enr^ed  kin? :  if  he  did  not  eagerly  thirst 
after  my  blood,  he  had  never  sought  it  with  so  much 
loss.  But  so  soon  as  he  had  a  charge  from  the 
angel,  he  walks  down  resolutely,  and  as  it  were, 
dares  the  dangers  of  so  great  a  hostility.  He  knew 
that  the  same,  God,  who  had  fought  for  him  upon 
the  hill,  would  not  leave  him  in  the  valley:  he 
knew  the  angel,  which  bade  bim  go,  was  guard 
enough  against  a  world  of  enemies.  Faith  knows 
not  how  to  fear,  and  can  as  easily  contemn  the 
so^estion  of  penis,  as  infidelity  can  raise  theuL 

Tke  prophet  looks  boldly  upon  the  coiut,  which 
doubtless  was  not  a  little  disaffected  to  him,  and 
comes  confidently  into  the  bedchamber  of  Ahaziah, 
and  sticks  not  to  speak  over  the  same  words  to  bis 
head,  which  he  had  sent  him,  not  long  since,  by 
his  first  messengers.  Not  one  syllable  will  the  pro- 
phet abate  of  his  errand.  It  is  not  for  a  herald  of 
ueaven  to  be  out  of  countenance,  or  to  mince  aught 
of  the  most  killing  messages  of  his  God. 

Whether  the  unexpected  confidence,  both  of  the 
man  and  of  the  speech,  amazed   the  sick   king  of 
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lamel ;  or  whether  the  fear  of  some  judgment  (where- 
vith  he  might  suspect  Elijah  to  come  armed,  upon 
an;  act  of  violence  that  should  be  offered)  overawed 
him :  or  whether  now,  at  last,  upon  the  sight  and 
hearing  of  this  man  of  God,  the  king's  heart  began 
to  relent,  and  check  itself  for  that  sin,  for  which  he 
was  justly  reproved,  I  know  not ;  but  sure  I  am,  the 
prophet  goes  away  untouched :  neither  the  fitrious 

Surposes  of  Abaziah,  uor  the  exasperations  of  a 
ezehel,  can  hurt  that  prophet,  whom  God  bath 
intended  to  a  fiery  chariot.  The  hearts  of  kings 
are  not  their  own ;  subjects  are  not  so  much  in  their 
Hands,  as  they  are  in  their  Uaker's.  How  easily 
can  God  tame  the  fierceness  of  any  creature,  and,  in 
the  midst  of  their  most  heady  career,  stop  them  on 
the  sudden,  and  fetch  them  upon  the  knees  of  their 
humble  submission !  It  is  good  trusting  God  with 
the  events  of  bis  own  commands,  who  can,  at  plea- 
sure, either  avert  evUs,  or  improve  them  to  good. 

According  to  the  word  of  the  prophet,  AhazJah 
dies :  not  two  whole  years  doth  he  sit  in  the  throne 
of  Israel,  which  he  now  must  yield,  in  the  want  of 
children,  to  his  brother.  Wickedness  shortens  his 
reign ;  be  bad  too  much  of  Ahab  and  Jezebel,  to 
expect  the  blessing,  either  of  length  or  prosperity  of 
government.  As  always  in  the  other,  so  ofttimes  in 
this  world,  doth  God  testify  his  anger  to  wicked 
men.  Some  live  long,  that  they  may  aggravate 
tbeir  judgment ;  others  die  soon,  that  they  may 
hasten  it 


CONTEMPLATION   V. 

THE   RAPTUBE   OF   ELUAH. 

LoBO  and  happily  hath  Elijah  fought  the  wars  of  his 
God ;  and  now,  after  his  noble  and  glorious  victories, 
God  will  send  him  a  chariot  of  tnumph ;  not  sud- 
denly would  Qi>d  snatch  away  his  prophet  without 
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■warning,  without  expectation ;  but  acquuDta  him, 
beforehand,  with  the  determination  of  his  glotT- 
How  full  of  heavenly  joy  was  the  soul  of  ^jan, 
while  he  foreknew  and  looked  for  this  instant  hap- 
pinesB !  with  what  contempt  did  he  cast  Ms  eyes 
upon  that  earth  which  he  was  now  presently  to 
leave  !  with  what  ravishment  of  an  inward  pleasure 
did  he  look  upon  that  heaven  which  he  was  to 
enjoy !  For  a  meet  farewell  to  the  earth,  EUjah 
wul  go  visit  the  schools  of  the  prophets  before  "his 
dex>arture :  these  were  in  his  way ;  of  any  part  of 
the  earth  they  were  nearest  unto  heaven.  In  a  holy 
progress  therefore  he  walks  his  last  round,  from 
Gilgal  near  Jordan,  to  Bethel,  from  Bethel  to 
Jencho,  from  Jericho  to  Jordan  again.  In  all  these 
sacred  colleges  of  divines,  he  meant  to  leave  the 
legacy  of  Ms  love,  counsel,  confirmation,  blessing. 
How  happy  a  thing  it  is,  while  we  are  upon  earth, 
to  improve  our  time  and  gifts  fo  the  best  oehoof  of 
Grod's  church  !  and,  after  the  assurance  of  our  own 
blessedness,  to  help  others  to  the  same  heaven! 
But,  0  God,  who  can  but  wonder  at  the  course 
of  thy  wise  and  powerful  administration !  Even  in 
the  midst  of  the  degeneration  and  idolatries  of 
Israel,  hast  thou  reserved  to  thyself  whole  societies 
of  holy  prophets ;  and  out  of  those  sinful  and  re- 
volted tribes  hast  raised  the  two  great  miracles  of 
prophets,  Elijah  and  Elisha,  in  an  immediate  suc- 
cession. Judah  itself,  under  a  religious  Jehoshaphat, 
S 'elded  not  so  eminent  and  clearly  illuminated  spirits. 
le  merey  of  our  provident  God  will  neither  be  con- 
fined nor  excluded;  neither  confined  to  the  places 
of  public  profession,  nor  excluded  from  the  depraved 
congregations  of  his  own  people ;  where  he  hath 
loved,  he  cannot  easily  be  estranged :  rather,  where 
sin  abounds,  hie  grace  aboundetn  much  more,  and 
raiseth  so  much  stronger  helps  as  he  sees  the  dangers 
greater. 

Happy  wasElisha  in  the  attendance  of  so  gracious 

VOL.  II.  M 
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a  master,  and  the  more  happy  that  he  knows  it. 
Fain  woalA  Elijah  shake  him  off  at  Gilgal ;  if  not 
there,  at  Bethel ;  if  not  yet  there,  at  iericha  A  pri- 
vate message,  on  which  El»ah  must  go  alone,  is  pre- 
tended from  the  Lord.  Whether  s^l  we  say  the 
prophet  did  this  for  the  trial  of  the  constant  affection 
of  his  careful  and  diligent  servant ;  or  that  it  was 
concealed  from  Elijah,  ^at  his  departure  was  revealed 
to  Elisha.  Perhaps  he  that  knew  of  his  own  reception 
into  heaven,  did  not  know  what  witnesses  would  be  al- 
lowed to  that  miraculous  act ;  and  now  his  humble  mo- 
desty affected  a  silent  and  unnoted  passage ;  even  Eli- 
^a  knew  something  tbat  was  bid  from  his  master,  now 
upon  the  threshola  of  heaven.  No  mere  creature  was 
ever  made  of  the  whole  counsel  of  the  Highest :  some 
things  have  been  disclosed  to  babes  and  novices,  that 
have  been  closed  up  to  the  most  wise  and  judicious. 
In  natural  speculations,  the  greater  wit  and  deeper 
judgment  still  cany  it ;  but  in  the  revelations  of  God, 
the  favour  of  his  dioice  sways  all,  not  the  power  of 
odr  apprehension.  The  master  may  both  command 
and  entreat  his  servant's  stay,  in  vain.  Elisha  most 
he  pardoned  this  holy  and  zealous  disobedience.  "Aa 
the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will  not 
leave  thee."  His  master  may  be  withdrawn  from  him, 
he  will  not  be  withdrawn  from  his  maater.  He  knew 
that  the  blessing  was  at  the  parting ;  and  if  he  had 
^ligently  attended  all  his  life,  and  now  slacked  in 
the  last  act,  he  had  lost  the  reward  of  his  service. 
The  evening  praises  the  day,  and  the  chief  grace  of 
the  theatre  is  in  the  last  scene.  "  Be  feithfiil  to  the 
death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life." 

That  Elijah  should  be  translated,  and  what  day  he 
should  be  translated,  God  would  have  no  secret :  the 
sons  of  the  prophets  at  Bethel,  at  Jericho,  both  know 
it,  and  ask  Elisha  if  he  knew  it  not :  "  Enowest  thou 
that  the  Lord  will  take  away  thy  master  from  thy 
head  this  day  t"  and  he  answered,  "  Yea,  I  know  it, 
hold  ye  your  peaca"  How  familiarly  do  these  prophets 
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interknow  one  another !  how  kindly  do  they  commu- 
nicate their  visions !  Seldom  ever  waa  any  knowledge 
|2;iven  to  keep,  but  to  impart :  the  grace  of  this  rich 
jewel  is  lost  in  concealment.  The  removal  of  an  Elijah 
is  so  important  a  business,  that  it  is  not  fit  to  be  done 
without  noise ;  many  shall  have  their  share  in  his 
loss ;  he  must  be  missed  on  the  sudden  ;  it  was  meet, 
therefore,  that  the  world  should  know  his  rapture 
should  be  divine  and  glorious.  I  do  not  find  where 
the  day  of  any  natural  death  is  notified  to  ao  many ; 
by  how  much  more  wonder  there  was  in  this  assump- 
tion, by  so  much  more  shall  it  be  fore-revealed.  It  is 
enough  for  ordinary  occurrents  to  be  known  by  their 
event :  supernatural  things  have  need  of  premonition, 
that  men's  hearts  may  both  be  prepared  for  their 
receipt,  and  confirmed  in  their  certainty.  Thrice  was 
Elisha  entreated,  thrice  hath  be  denied,  to  stay  be- 
hind his  now  departing  master ;  on  whom  both  his 
eyes  and  his  thoughts  are  so  fixed,  that  he  cannot 
give  allowance  so  much  as  to  the  interpellation  of  a 
question  of  his  fellow  prophets:  together  therefore 
are  this  wonderful  pair  come  to  the  last  stage  of  their 
separation,  the  banks  of  Jordan.  Those  that  were 
not  admitted  to  be  attendants  of  the  journey,  yet  will 
not  be  debarred  from  being  spectators  of  so  marvellous 
an  issue.  Fifty  men  of  the  sons  of  the  prophets  went 
and  stood  to  view  afer  off;  I  marvel  there  were  no 
more :  how  could  any  son  of  the  prophets  stay  within 
the  college  walls  that  day,  when  he  knew  what  was 
meant  to  Elijah  i  Perhaps,  though  they  knew  that 
to  be  the  prophet's  last  d^,  yet  they  might  think  his 
disparation  should  be  sudden  and  insensible ;  besides, 
they  found  how  much  he  affected  secrecy  in  this 
intended  departure :  yet  the  fifty  prophets  of  Jericho 
will  make  proof  of  their  eyes,  and  with  much  inten- 
tion essay  who  shall  have  the  last  sight  of  Elijah. 
Miracles  are  not  purposed  to  silence  and  obscurity : 
God  will  not  work  wonders  without  witnesses,  since 
he  doth  them  on  purpose  to  win  glory  to  his  name ; 
H  2 
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his  end  were  frustrate  without  their  notice.  Even  so, 
0  Saviour,  when  thou  hadst  raised  thyself  from  the 
dead,  thou  wouldst  be  seen  of  more  than  five  hundred 
brethren  at  once ;  and  when  thou  wouldst  raise  up 
thy  glorified  body  from  earth  into  heaven,  thou  didst 
not  ascend  from  some  close  valley,  but  from  the 
Mount  of  Olives ;  not  in  the  night,  not  alone,  but  in 
the  clear  day,  in  the  view  of  many  eyes,  which  were 
so  fixed  upon  that  point  of  thine  heaven,  that  they 
could  scarce  be  removed  by  the  check  of  angels. 

Jordan  must  be  crossed  by  Elijah  in  his  way  to 
heaven  ;  there  must  be  a  meet  parallel  betwixt  the 
two  great  prophets,  that  shall  meet  Christ  upon  Tabor, 
Moses  and  Elias ;  both  received  visions  on  Horeb,  to 
both  Ood  appeared  there  in  fire,  and  other  forms  of 
terror :  both  were  sent  to  kings,  one  to  Pharaoh,  the 
other  to  Ahab ;  both  prepared  miraculous  tables ;  the 
one  of  quails  and  manna  in  the  desert,  the  other  of 
meal  and  oil  in  Sarepta ;  both  opened  heaven,  the 
one  for  that  nourishing  dew,  the  other  for  those  re- 
freshing showers ;  both  revenged  idolatries  with  the 
sword,  the  one  upon  the  worshippers  of  the  golden 
calf,  the  other  upon  the  four  hundred  Baalites ;  both 
quenched  the  drought  of  Israel,  the  one  out  of  the 
rock,  the  other  out  of  the  doud ;  both  divided  the 
waters,  the  one  of  the  Red  Sea,  the  other  of  Jordan ; 
both  of  them  are  forewarned  of  their  departure ;  both 
must  be  fetched  away  beyond  Jordan ;  the  body  of 
Elijah  is  translated,  the  body  of  Moses  is  hid :  what 
Moses  doth  by  his  rod,  Elijah  doth  by  his  mantle ; 
with  that  he  smites  the  waters,  and  they,  as  fearing 
the  divine  power  which  wrought  with  the  prophet, 
run  away  from  him,  and  stand  on  heaps,  leaving  the 
dry  channel  for  the  passage  of  those  awful  feet :  it  is 
not  long  since  he  mulctedthem  with  a  general  exsic- 
cation ;  now  he  only  bids  them  stand  aside,  and  give 
way  to  his  last  walk,  that  he  might  with  dry  feet 
mount  up  into  the  celestial  chariot. 

The  waters  do  not  now  first  obey  him ;  they  know 
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that  mantle  of  old,  which  hath  oft  given  laws  to  their 
falling,  rising,  standing ;  they  are  past  over,  and  now, 
when  Elijah  finds  himself  treading  on  his  last  earth, 
he  proffers  a  munificent  boon  to  his  faithiul  servant, 
"  Ask  what  I  shall  do  for  thee,  before  I  am  taken 
from  thee ;"  I  do  not  hear  him  say,  Ask  of  me  when 
I  am  gone ;  in  my  glorified  condition,  I  shall  be  more 
able  to  bestead  thee ;  but,  ask  before  I  go.  We  have 
a  oommunion  with  the  saints  departed,  not  a  com- 
merce :  when  they  are  enabled  to  do  more  for  us,  they 
are  less  apt  to  be  solicited  by  us :  it  is  a  safe  suin^ 
where  we  are  sure  that  we  are  heard.  Had  not  Elijah 
received  a  peculiar  instinct  for  this  proffer,  he  had  not 
been  thus  liberal ;  it  were  presumption  to  be  bounti- 
ful on  another's  cost,  without  leave  of  the  owner.  The 
mercy  of  our  good  God  allows  his  fevourites  not  only 
to  receive,  but  to  ^ve ;  not  only  to  receive  for  them- 
selves, but  to  convey  blessings  to  others ;  what  can 
that  man  want  that  is  befriended  of  the  faithful  7 

Elisha  needs  not  go  far  to  seek  for  a  suit ;  it  was 
in  his  heart,  in  his  mouth.  "  Let  a  double  portion  of 
thy  spirit  be  upon  me."  Eveir  prophet  must  be  a 
son  to  Elijah;  butElishawouId  he  his  neir,  and  craves 
the  happy  right  of  his  primi^eniture,  the  double  share 
to  his  Drethren.  It  was  not  wealth,  nor  safety,  nor 
ease,  nor  honour,  that  Elisha  cares  for ;  the  world  lies 
open  before  him,  he  may  take  his  choice,  the  rest  he 
contenineth ;  nothing  will  serve  him  but  a  large 
measure  of  his  master's  spirit ;  no  carnal  thought  was 
guilty  of  this  sacred  ambition.  AfTectation  of  emi- 
nence was  too  base  a  conceit  to  iall  into  that  man  of 
God.  He  saw  that  the  times  needed  strong  convictions, 
he  saw  that  he  could  not  otherwise  wield  the  succes- 
sion to  such  a  master,  therefore  he  sues  for  a  double 
portion  of  spirit ;  the  spirit  ofprophecy  to  foreknow, 
the  spirit  of  power  to  .work.  We  cannot  be  too  covet- 
ous, too  ambitious  of  spiritual  gifts,  such  especially  as 
may  enable  us  to  win  most  advantage  to  Crod  in  our 
vocations.  Our  wishes  are  the  true  touchstone  of  our 
u  3 
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estate ;  such  as  we  wish  to  be,  we  are.  Worldly  hearts 
affect  earthlj  things ;  spiritiial,  divine.  We  canuot 
better  know  what  we  are  indeed,  than  by  what  we 
would  be. 

Elijah  acknowledges  the  difficulty,  and  promises  the 
grant  of  so  great  a  reqyestj  suspended  yet  upon  the 
condition  of  EUsha's  eye-sight.  "  If  thou  see  me  when 
I  am  taken  from  thee,  it  shall  be  so  unto  thee ;  but 
if  not,  it  shall  not  be,"  What  are  the  eyes  to  the 
ftimiture  of  the  soul  1  What  power  is  there  in  those 
vissive  beams  to  draw  down  a  double  portion  of  Elijah's 
spirit  i  God  doth  not  always  look  at  efficacy  and 
merit  in  the  conditions  of  our  actions,  but  at  the 
freedom  of  his  own  appointments.  The  eyo  was  only 
to  be  employed  as  the  servant  of  the  heart,  that  the 
desires  might  he  so  much  more  intended  with  the 
sight.  Vehemence  is  the  way  to  speed,  both  in  earth 
and  in  heaven.  If  but  the  eyelids  of  Elisha  fall,  if  his 
thoughts  slacken,  his  hopes  are  dashed.  There  must 
be  fixedness  and  vigilance  in  those  that  desire  double 
graces. 

Elijah  was  going  on  and  talking,  when  the  chariot 
of  heaven  came  to  fetch  him ;  surely,  had  not  that 
conference  been  needful  and  divine,  it  had  given  way 
to  meditation,  and  Elijah  had  been  taken  up  rather 
fixim  his  knees,  than  from  his  feet.  There  can  be  no 
better  posture  or  state  for  the  messenger  of  our  disso- 
lution to  find  us  in,  than  in  a  diligent  prosecution  of 
our  calhng.  The  busy  attendance  of  our  holy  voca- 
tion is  no  less  pleasing  to  God,  than  an  immediate 
devotion.  Happy  is  the  servant  whom  the  master, 
when  he  come,  shaU  find  so  doing. 

Oh  the  singular  glory  of  Elijah !  what  mortal 
creature  ever  had  this  honour,  to  be  visibly  fetched 
by  the  an^U  of  God  to  his  heaven !  Every  soul  of 
the  elect  is  attended  and  carried  to  blessedness  by 
those  invisible  messengers  ;  hut  what  fiesh  and  blood 
was  ever  graced  with  such  a  convoy  ?  There  are  three 
bodily  inhabitants  of  heaven,  Enoch,  Elijah,  ourSaviour 
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Christ ;  the  first  before  the  kw,  the  second  under  the 
law,  the  third  under  the  Gospel ;  all  three  in  a  several 
fonn  of  translation.  Our  blessed  Saviour  raised  him- 
self to  and  above  the  heavens  by  his  own  immediate 
power ;  he  ascended  as  the  Son,  they  as  servants :  he 
as  God,  they  as  creatures.  Elijah  ascended  by  the 
visible  ministiy  of  angels :  Enoch  insensibly.  Where- 
fore, 0  God,  hast  thou  done  this,  but  to  give  us  a  taste 
of  what  shall  be  ?  to  let  us  see  that  heaven  was  never 
shut  to  the  &ithful :  to  give  us  assurance  of  the  future 
glorification  of  this  mortal  and  corruptible  part  ? 

Even  thus,  0  Saviour,  when  thou  smU  descend  from 
heaven  with  a  shout,  with  the  voice  of  an  archangel, 
and  with  the  trumpet  of  God,  we  that  are  alive  and 
remain  shall  be  caught  up,  together  with  the  raised 
bodies  of  tby  saints,  into  the  clouds,  to  meet  thee  in 
the  air,  to  dwell  with  thee  in  gloir. 

Many  forms  have  those  celestial  spirits  taken  to 
themselves,  in  their  apparitions  to  men ;  but  of  all 
other,  most  often  hath  we  Almighty  made  his  mes- 
sengers "  a  flame  of  fire ;"  never  more  properly  than 
here.  How  had  the  Spirit  of  God  kindled  the  hot 
fires  of  zeal  in  the  breast  of  Elijah !  How  had  this 
prophet  thrice  commanded  fire  m>m  heaven  to  earth ! 
'  How  fitly  now  at  last  do  these  seraphical  fires  carry 
him  frvm  earth  to  heaven ! 

What  do  we  see  in  this  rapture  of  El\jab,  but  violence 
and  terror,  whirlwind  and  fire !  two  of  those  fearful 
representations  which  the  prophet  had  in  the  rock  of 
Horeb.  Never  any  man  entered  into  gloiy  with  ease ; 
even  the  most  iavourahle  change  hath  some  equiva^ 
lency  to  a  natural  dissolution.  Although,  doubtless, 
to  EHijah  this  fire  had  a  lightsomeness  and  resplend- 
ence, not  terror ;  this  whirlwind  had  speed,  not 
violence.  Thus  hast  thou,  0  Saviour,  bidden  us,  when 
the  elements  shall  be  dissolved,  and  the  heaven  shall 
be  flaming  about  our  ears,  to  lift  up  our  heads  with 
joy,  because  our  redemption  draweth  nigh.  Come 
H  i 
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death,  come  fire,  come  whirlwind,  they  are  worthy  to 
be  welcome,  that  shall  carry  us  to  immortality ! 

This  arreption  was  sudden,  yet  Elisha  sees  both 
the  chariot  and  the  horses,  and  the  ascent ;  and  cries 
to  his  now  changed  master,  between  heaven  and  earth, 
"  My  father,  my  father,  the  chariot  of  Israel,  and  the 
horsemen  thereof."  Shaphat  of  Abel-meholah  hath 
nelded  this  title  to  Elijah ;  the  natural  &ther  of 
Elisha,  to  the  spiritual :  neither  of  them  may  he  neg- 
lected ;  but  after  the  yoke  of  oxen  killed  at  the  fareweU, 
we  hear  of  no  more  greetings,  no  more  bewailings  of 
his  bodily  parent :  and  now  that  Elijah  is  taken  mm 
him,  he  cries  out  like  a  distressed  orphan,  "My  fother, 
my  father ;"  and  when  he  hath  lost  the  sight  of  him, 
he  rends  his  clothes  in  pieces,  according  to  the  &shion 
of  the  most  passionate  mourners.  TD&t  Elisha  sees 
bis  master  htilf-way  in  heaven,  cannot  take  away  the 
sorrow  of  his  loss ;  the  departure  of  a  faithful  prophet 
of  God  is  worthy  of  our  lamentation :  neither  is  it 
private  aifection  that  must  sway  our  grief,  but  respects 
to  the  public.  Elisha  says  not  only,  "  My  father,"  but, 
"  the  chariot  and  horsemen  of  Israel,"  That  we  have 
foregone  a  fether  should  not  so  much  trouble  us,  as 
that  Israel  hath  lost  his  guard.  Certainly  the  view  of 
this  heavenly  chariot  and  horses  that  came  for  Elijah, 
puts  Elisha  in  mind  of  that  chariot  and  horsemen 
which  Elijah  was  to  Israel.  These  were  God's  chariots, 
Elijah  was  theirs :  God's  chariot  and  theirs  are,  upon 
the  same  wheels,  mounted  into  heaven.  No  forces  are 
so  strong  as  the  spiritual :  the  prayers  of  an  Elmth 
are  more  powerful  than  all  the  armies  of  flesh.  The 
first  thing  that  this  seer  discerns,  after  the  separation 
of  his  master,  is  the  nakedness  of  Israel  in  Ms  loss. 
If  we  muster  soldiers,  and  lose  zealous  prophets,  it  is 
but  a  woftil  exchange. 

Elijah's  mantle  falls  from  him  in  the  rising ;  there 
was  no  use  of  that  whither  he  was  going  ;  there  was 
whence  he  was  taken.    Elisha  justly  takes  up  this 
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dear  monument  of  his  glorified  master ;  a  good  sup- 
ply for  his  rent  garments.  This  was  it  whicn,  in  pre- 
sage of  his  future  right,  El^ah  invested  him  withal 
upon  the  first  sight,  when  he  was  ploughing  with  the 
twelve  yoke  of  oxen :  now  it  fells  from  heaven  to  his 
possessioiL  I  do  not  see  him  adore  so  precious  a 
relic  ;  I  see  him  take  it  up,  and  cast  it  aDout  him. 
Pensive  and  masterless  doth  he  now  come  back  16 
the  banks  of  Jordan,  whose  stream  he  must  pass  in 
his  return  to  the  schools  of  the  prophets.  Erewhile 
he  saw  what  way  that  river  gave  to  the  mantle  of 
Elijah:  he  knew  that  power  was  not  in  the  cloth, 
but  in  the  spirit  of  him  that  wore  it.  To  try  there- 
fore whether  he  were  no  less  the  heir  of  that  spirit, 
than  of  that  garment,  he  took  the  mantle  of  Elijah, 
and  smote  the  waters,  and  said,  "  Where  is  the  Lord 
God  of  Elijah  ?"  Elisha  doth  not  ezposttilatc  and 
challenge,  but  pray :  as  if  he  had  said.  Lord  God,  it 
waa  thy  promise  to  me  by  my  departed  master,  that 
if  I  should  see  him  in  his  last  passage,  a  double  por- 
tion of  bis  spirit  should  be  upon  me :  I  followed  nim 
with  my  eyes  in  that  fire  and  whirlwind ;  now,  there- 
fore, 0  God,  make  good  thy  gracious  word  to  thy 
servant ;  show  some  token  upon  me  for  good  ;  make 
this  the  first  proof  of  the  miraculous  power  where-  . 
with  thou  shalt  endue  me :  let  Jordan  give  the  same 
way  to  me,  that  it  gave  to  m^  master.  Immediately 
the  stream,  as  acknowledgmg  the  same  mantle, 
though  in  another  hand,  divides  itself,  and  yields 
passage  to  the  successor  of  Elijah. 

The  fifty  sons  of  the  prepbets,  having  been  a&r-off 
witnesses  of  these  admirable  events,  do  well  see  that 
El^ah,  though  translated  in  body,  hath  yet  left  his 
spirit  behind  him :  they  meet  EUsba,  and  bow  them- 
selves to  the  ground  before  hinL  It  was  not  the 
outside  of  Elijah  which  they  had  wont  to  stoop  unto 
with  so  much  veneration,  it  was  his  spirit,  which, 
since  they  now  find  in  another  subject,  they  entertain 
with  equal  reverence ;  no  envy,  no  emulation  nuseth 
M  5 
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up  their  stomachs  gainst  Elijah's  servant,  but  where 
they  see  eminent  graces,  they  are  willingly  prostrate. 
Those  that  are  truly  gracious,  do  no  less  rejoice  in 
the  riches  of  others'  gifts,  than  humbly  undervalue 
their  own.  These  men  were  trained  up  in  the  schools 
of  the  prophets,  Elisha  at  the  plough  and  cart ;  yet 
now  they  stand  not  upon  terms  of  their  worth,  and 
his  meaaness,  but  meeldy  foil  down  before  him  whom 
God  will  honour :  it  is  not  to  be  regarded  who  the 
man  is,  but  whom  God  would  make  him.  The  more 
unlikely  the  means  are,  the  more  is  the  glory  of  the 
workman ;  it  is  the  praise  of  a  holy  ingenuity  to 
minify  the  gracea  of  God,  wherever  it  finds  them. 

"Ihese  young  prephets  are  no  less  fuU  of  zeal,  than 
reverence  ;  zeal  to  Elijah,  reverence  to  EHiaha.  They 
see  Elijah  carried  up  in  the  air  ;  they  knew  this  was 
not  the  first  time  of  his  supernatural  removal ;  ima- 

ftning  it  therefore  possiUe,  that  the  Spirit  of  God 
ad  cast  him  upon  some  remote  mountain,  or  valley, 
they  proffer  the  labour  of  their  servants  to  seek  him. 
In  some  things,  even  professed  seers  are  blind :  could 
th^  think  God  would  send  such  a  chariot  and  horses 
for  a  less  voyage  than  heaven ! 

Elisha,  knowing  his  master  beyond  aU  the  sphere 
of  mortality,  forbids  them  ;  good-will  makes  them 
unmannerly,  their  importunity  urges  him  till  he  i 
ashamed ;  not  his  approbation,  but  their  vehemence 
carries  at  last  a  condescent,  else  he  might,  perhaps, 
have  seemed  enviously  unwilling  to  fetch  back  so 
admired  a  master,  and  loth  to  forego  that  mantle. 
Some  things  may  be  yielded  for  the  redeeming  of  our 
own  vesation,  and  avoidance  of  others'  misconstruc- 
tion, which  out  of  true  judgment,  we  see  no  cause  to 
affect 

The  messengers,  tired  vrith  three  days'  search,  turn 
back  as  wise  as  they  went.  Some  men  are  best  satis- 
fied when  they  have  wearied  themselves  in  their  own 
ways :  nothing  will  teach  them  wit  but  disappoint- 
ments.    Their  painiul  error  leads  them  to  a  right 
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conceit  of  Elijah's  bappier  transportation.  Those  that 
would  find  Elijah,  let  them  aspire  to  the  heavenly 
paradise ;  let  them  follow  the  high  steps  of  his  sin- 
c^%  fiuthfulness,  strong  patience,  undaunted  courage, 
fervent  zeal ;  shortly,  let  them  walk  Ja  the  ways  of 
his  holy  and  constant  obedience ;  at  last,  God  shall 
send  the  fiery  chariot  of  death  to  fetch  them  up  to 
that  heaven  of  heavens,  where  they  shall  triumph  in 
■everlasting  joys. 

CONTEMPLATION  VL 


It  is  good  making  tise  of  a  prophet  while  we  have 
him.  Elisha  stayra  some  while  at  Jericho,  the  citi- 
zens resort  to  him  with  a  common  suit ;  their  structure 
was  not  more  pleasant  than  their  waters  umriioleaome, 
and  their  soil  by  those  corrupt  waters  ;  they  sue  to 
Elisba  for  the  remedy.  Why  had  they  not  all  this 
while  made  their  moan  to  £hjah  ?  Was  it  that  they 
were  more  awed  with  his  greater  austerity?  Or  was 
it,  that  they  met  not  wiui  so  fit  an  opportunity  of 
his  commoration  amoi^t  them  ?  It  was  told  them 
what  power  Elisba  had  exercised  upon  the  waters  of 
Jordan,  and  now  they  ply  bim  for  tbeirs.  Examples 
of  beneficence  easily  move  us  to  a  request  and  expec- 
tation of  favours. 

What  ailed  the  waters  of  Jericho  ?  Surely  origi- 
nally th^  were  not  ill  afiected :  no  men  could  be  so 
foolish  as  to  build  a  city  where  neither  earth  nor 
water  were  useful :  mere  prospect  could  not  cany 
men  to  the  neglect  of  health  and  profit.  Kiel  the 
Bethelite  would  never  have  re-edified  it  with  the 
danger  of  a  curse,  so  lately  as  in  the  days  of  Ahab, 
if  it  had  been  of  old  notorious  for  so  foul  an  annoy- 
ance: not  there&re  the  ancient  malediction  of  Joshua, 
not  the  neighbourhood  of  that  noisome  lake  of  Sodom, 
was  guilty  of  this  disease  of  the  soil  and  waters,  but 
H  6 
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the  late  sins  of  the  inhabitantB.  "  He  tumeth  the 
rivers  into  a  wUdemess,  and  water-springs  into  a 
dry  ground  ■  a  fruitful  land  into  barrenness,  for  the 
wickedness  of  them  that  dwell  therein."  How  oft 
have  we  seen  the  same  field  both  full  and  famishing ! 
How  oft  the  same  waters  both  safe,  and,  by  some 
irruption  or  new  tincture,  hurtful !  Howsoever 
natural  causes  may  concur,  heaven  and  earth,  and 
air  and  waters,  follow  the  temper  of  our  souls,  of  our 
lives,  and  are  therefore  indisposed  because  we  are  so. 
Jericho  began  now  to  make  itself  capable  of  a  better 
state,  since  it  was  now  become  a  receptacle  of  pro- 
phets :  Elisha  is  willing  to  gratify  his  hosts ;  it  ia 
reason  that  any  place  should  &re  the  better  for  the 
presence  of  divines.  The  medicine  is  more  strange 
than  the  disease  ;  "  Bring  me  a  new  cruse,  and  put 
s^t  thereia"  Why  a  cruse  ?  Why  new  ?  Why  salt 
in  that  new  cruse  ?  How  should  salt  make  water 
potable  ?  Or,  if  there  were  any  such  virtue  in  it, 
what  could  a  crusefiJ  do  to  a  whole  current  i  Or  if 
that  measure  were  sufficient,  what  was  the  age  of  the 
cruse  to  the  force  of  the  salt  ?  Yet  Elisha  calls  for 
salt  in  a  new  cruse.  God,  who  wrought  this  by  his 
prophet,  is  a  free  t^ent ;  as  he  will  not  bind  his 

Sower  to  means,  so  wiU  he,  by  his  power,  bind  un- 
kely  means  to  perform  his  will. 
Natural  properties  have  no  place  in  miraculous 
works:  no  less  easy,  is  it  for  God  to  work  by  contrary 
than  subordinate  powers. 

The  prophet  doth  not  cast  the  salt  into  the  chan- 
nel, but  into  the  spring  of  the  waters.  If  the  fountain 
be  redressed,  the  streams  cannot  be  faulty  ;  as  con- 
trarily,  the  purity  and  soundness  of  the  stream  avails 
nothing  to  the  redress  of  the  fountain.  Reformation 
must  begin  at  the  well-head  of  the  abuse.  The  order 
of  being  is  a  good  guide  to  the  method  of  amending. 
Virtue  doth  not  run  backward.  Had  Elisha  cast  the 
salt  into  the  brooks  and  ditches,  the  remedy  must 
have  striven  (gainst  the  stream  to  reach  up  to  the 
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spring ;  now  it  is  but  one  labour  to  cure  the  fountain. 
Our  heart  is  a  well  of  bitter  and  venomous  water, 
our  actions  are  the  streams ;  in  vain  shall  we  cleanse 
our  hands,  while  our  hearts  are  evU. 

The  cruse  and  the  salt  must  be  their  own ;  the  act 
must  be  his,  the  power  God's.  "  He  cast  the  salt 
into  the  spring,  and  said,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  I  have 
healed  these  waters ;  there  shall  not  be  from  thence 
any  more  death  or  barrenness."  Far  was  it  from 
Elisha  to  challenge  aught  to  himself  Before,  when 
he  should  divide  the  waters  of  Jordan,  he  did  not 
say,  Where  is  the  power  of  Elisha  ?  but,  Where  is  the 
Lord  God  of  Ely  ah  ?  And  now,  when  he  should  cure 
the  waters  of  Jericho,  he  says  not,  Thus  saith  Elisha, 
but,  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  I  have  healed  these 
waters."     How  carefiil  is  the  man  of  God  that  no 

Sart  of  God's  glory  should  stick  to  his  own  fingers! 
ericho  shall  know  to  whom  they  owe  the  blessing, 
that  they  may  duly  return  the  thanka  Elisha  pro- 
fesses he  can  do  no  more  of  himself  than  that  salt, 
than  that  cruse ;  only  God  shall  work  by  him,  by  it ; 
and  whatever  that  Almighty  hand  undertakes,  can- 
not feil,  yea,  is  already  done  ;  neither  doth  he  say, 
"  I  will  heal,"  but,  "  I  have  healed."  Even  so,  0 
God,  if  thou  cast  into  the  fountain  of  oiu*  hearts  but 
one  crusefril  of  the  salt  of  thy  Spirit,  we  are  whole: 
no  thought  can  pass  between  the  receipt  and  the 
remedy. 

As  the  generaJ  visitor  of  the  schools  of  the  pro- 
phets, Elisha  passeth  fivjm  Jericho  to  that  other 
college  at  Bethel  Bethel  was  a  place  of  strange 
composition  ;  there  were  at  once  the  golden  calf  of 
Jeroboam,  and  the  school  of  God  ;  true  religion  and 
idolatry  found  a  free  harbour  within  those  walls.  I 
do  not  marvel  that  God's  prophets  would  plant  there; 
there  was  the  most  need  of  their  presence,  where 
they  found  the  spring-head  of  eorruptmn ;  physicians 
are  of  most  use  where  diseases  do  abound.  *'  As  he 
waa  going  up  by  the  way,  there  came  forth  little 
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children  out  of  the  city,  and  mocked  him,  and  said 
to  him,  Qo  up,  thou  bald-head ;  go  up,  thou  bald- 
head."  Even  the  very  boys  of  Bethel  nave  learned 
to  scoff  at  a  prophet ;  the  spite  of  their  idolatrous 
parents  is  easily  prop^ated  ;  children  are  Buch  as 
t^eir  institution ;  infancy  is  led  altogether  by  imita- 
tion ;  it  hath  neither  words  nor  actions,  but  infiised 
by  othera ;  if  it  have  good  or  ill  language,  it  is  but 
borrowed,  and  the  shame  or  thank  is  due  to  those 
that  lent  it  them. 

What  was  it  that  these  ill-taught  children  up- 
braided to  the  prophet,  but  a  slight  natural  defect, 
not  worthy  the  name  of  a  blemish,  the  want  of  a 
little  hair  ?  at  the  best  a  comely  excrement,  no  part 
of  the  body.  Had  there  been  deformity  in  that 
smoothness  of  the  head,  which  some  great  wits  have 
honoured  with  praises,  a  &ultless  and  remediless 
eyesore  had  be^  no  fit  matter  for  a  taunt.  How 
small  occasions  will  be  taken  to  disgrace  a  prophet ! 
if  they  could  have  said  aught  worae,  Etisha  had  not 
heard  of  this  ;  Qoi  had  crowned  that  head  with 
honour,  which  the  Bethelitish  children  loaded  with 
scorn.  Who  would  have  thought  the  rude  terms  of 
waggish  boys  worthy  of  any  thing  but  neglect  ?  Elisha 
looks  at  them  with  severe  brows,  and,  like  the  heir 
of  him  that  called  down  fire  upon  the  two  captains 
and  their  fifties,  curses  them  m  the  name  of  the 
Lord ;  two  she -bears,  out  of  the  wood,  hasten  to  be 
his  executioners,  and  tear  two-and-forty  of  them  in 
pieces.  0  fearftil  example  of  divine  justice !  This 
was  not  the  revenge  of  an  angry  prophet ;  it  was  the 

Eiunishment  of  a  righteous  judge.  God  and  his  seer 
ooked  through  these  children  at  the  parents,  at  all 
Israel ;  he  would  punish  the  parents  misnurturing 
their  children,  to  the  contemptuous  usage  of  a  pro- 
phet, with  the  death  of  those  children  which  uiey 
had  mistaught.  He  would  teach  Israel  what  it  was 
to  misuse  a  prophet ;  and  if  he  would  not  endure 
these  contumelies  unrevenged  in  the  mouths  of  ohil- 
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dren,  what  vengeance  was  enough  for  aged  perse- 
cutors ? 

Doubtless  some  of  the  children  escaped  to  tell  the 
news  of  their  fellows ;  what  lamentation  do  we  think 
there  was  in  the  streets  of  Bethel !  How  did  the 
distressed  mothers  wring  their  hands  tor  this  wofiil 
orbation  1  And  now  when  they  came  forth  to  fetch 
the  remnants  of  their  own  flesh,  what  a  sad  spectacle 
it  was  to  And  the  fields  strewed  with  those  mangled 
carcases !  It  is  an  unprofitable  sorrow  that  folwws 
a  judgment.  Had  these  parents  been  as  careful  to 
train  up  their  children  in  good  discipline,  and  to  cor- 
rect their  disorders,  as  they  are  now  passionate  in 
bemoaning  their  loss,  this  slaughter  baa  never  been. 
In  vain  do  we  look  for  good  of  those  children,  whose 
education  we  have  neglected.  In  vain  do  we  grieve 
for  those  miscarriages  which  our  care  might  have 
prevented. 

Elisha  knew  the  successi  yet  doth  he  not  baulk  the 
city  of  Bethel  Do  we  not  wonder  that  the  furious 
impatience  of  those  parents,  whom  the  curse  of  Elisha 
robbed  of  their  children,  did  not  break  forth  to  some 
malicious  practice  gainst  the  prophet  I  would  we  not 
think  the  prophet  might  miadoobt  some  hard  measure 
A-om  those  exasperated  citizens  1  There  lay  his  way ; 
he  follows  God  without  fear  of  men,  as  well  knowing 
that  either  they  durst  not,  or  they  could  not  act 
violence.  They  knew  there  were  bears  in  the  wood, 
and  fires  in  heaven,  and,  if  their  malice  would  have 
ventured  above  their  courage,  they  could  have  no 
more  power  over  Elisha  in  the  streets  than  those 
hungiy  beasts  had  in  the  way.  Whither  dare  not  a 
prophet  go  when  God  calls  him  ?  Having  visited  the 
schools  of  the  prophets,  Elisha  retires  to  mount  Car- 
mel,  and,  after  some  holy  solitariness,  returns  to  the 
city  of  Samaria.  He  can  never  be  a  profitable  seer, 
that  is  either  always  or  never  alone.  Carmel  shall 
fit  him  for  Samaria,  contemplation  for  action:  that 
mother  city  of  Israel  must  needs  afford  him  most 
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work ;  ^et  is  the  tlirone  of  Ahaziah  aucceeded  by  a 
brother  leas  ill  than  himself,  than  the  parents  of  both. 
Allah's  impiety  hath  not  a  perfect  heir  of  Jehoram ; 
that  son  of  his  hates  his  Baal,  though  he  keeps  his 
calves.  Even  into  the  most  wicked  fomilies  it  plea^eth 
God  to  cast  his  powerful  restraints,  that  all  are  not 
equally  vicious.  It  is  no  news  to  see  lewd  men  make 
scruple  of  some  sina ;  the  world  were  not  to  live  in 
if  aU  sins  were  affected  by  all :  it  is  no  thank  to 
Ahab  and  Jezebel  that  tbeir  son  is  no  BaiiJit«.  As 
no  good  is  traduced  from  parents,  so  not  all  evil : 
there  is  an  almighty  hand  that  stops  the  foul  ciirrent 
of  nature,  at  his  pleasure ;  no  idolater  can  say  that 
his  child  shall  not  he  a  convert. 

The  affinity  betwixt  the  houses  of  Israel  and  Judah 
holds  good  in  succession :  Jehoram  inherits  the  friend- 
ship, the  aid  of  JehosLaphat ;  whose  counsel,  as  is 
most  likely,  had  cured  him  of  that  Baalism.  It  was 
a  ^ood  war  whereto  he  solicits  the  good  king  of 
JudaL  The  king  of  Koab,  who  had  been  an  ancient 
tributary  irom  the  days  of  David,  falls  now  from  hia 
hom^e,  and  revises  to  pay  his  hundred  thousand 
lambs,  an  hundred  thousand  rams  with  fleeces,  to  the 
king  of  Israel ;  the  backs  of  Israel  can  ill  miss  the 
wool  of  Moab,  they  will  put  on  iron  to  recover  their 
cloth.  Jehoabapl^t  had  been  once  well  chid,  well 
frighted  for  joining  with  Ahab  against  Aram  ;  yet 
doth  he  not  stick  now  again  to  come  into  the  field  with 
Jehoram  against  Moab :  the  cause  is  more  favour- 
able, less  dangerous.  Baal  is  cast  down ;  the  images 
of  the  false  gods  are  gone,  though  the  false  images 
of  the  true  Qod  stand  still:  beside,  this  rebellious 
Moab  had  joined  with  the  Syrians  formerly  against 
Judah,  so  as  Jehoshaphat  is  interested  in  the  revenge. 

After  resolution  of  the  end,  wisely  do  these  kings 
deliberate  of  the  way.  It  is  agreed  to  pass  through 
Edom ;  that  kingdom  was  annexed  to  the  crown  of 
Judah ;  well  might  Jehoshaphat  make  bold  with  bis 
own.     It  was,  it  seems,  a  march  far  about  in  the 
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measure  of  the  waj,  but  nearest  to  their  purpose; 
the  assault  would  be  thus  more  easy,  if  the  passage 
were  more  tedious.  The  three  kings  of  Israel,  Judali, 
Edom,  together  with  their  armies,  are  upon  foot ;  they 
are  no  sooner  come  into  the  parching  wilds  of  Edom, 
than  they  are  ready  to  die  for  thirst.  If  the  channels 
'ivere  far  off,  yet  the  waters  were  farther :  the  scorch- 
ing beams  of  the  sun  have  dried  them  \ip,  and  have 
left  those  rivers  more  fit  for  walk  than  entertainment. 
What  are  the  greatest  monarcbs  of  the  world  if  they 
want  but  water  to  their  mouths  ?  What  can  their 
crowns  and  pliunes,  and  rich  arms  avail  them,  when 
they  are  abridged  but  of  that  which  is  the  drink  of 
beasts?  With  dry  tongues  and  ]ipB  do  they  now 
confer  of  their  common  miseiy.  Jehoram  deplores 
the  calamity  into  which  they  were  fallen,  but  Jeho- 
shaphat  asl^  for  a  prophet ;  every  man  can  bewail  a 
misery,  every  man  cannot  find  the  way  out  of  it : 
atiU  yet  I  hear  good  Jehoshaphat  speak  too  late :  he 
should  have  inquired  for  a  prophet,  ere  he  had  gone 
forth,  so  had  he  avoided  these  straits.  Not  to  con- 
sult at  all  with  God,  is  Jehoram's  ain,  to  consult  late 
is  Jehoshaphat's ;  the  former  is  atheistic  carelessness, 
the  latter  forgetful  oversight  The  best  man  may 
slacken  good  duties,  the  worst  contemns'them. 

Not  without  some  specialty  from  God  doth  Elisha 
follow  the  camp,  else  that  had  been  no  element  for  a 
prophet:  little  did  the  good  king  of  Judah  think 
that  God  was  so  near  him ;  purposely  was  this  hol^ 
seer  sent  for  the  succour  of  Jehoshaphat  and  his 
&ithful  followers,  when  they  were  so  &r  from  dream- 
ing of  their  delivery,  that  they  knew  not  of  a  danger. 
It  would  be  wide  with  the  best  men,  if  the  eye  of 
divine  Providence  were  not  open  upon  them,  when 
the  eye  of  their  care  is  shut  towards  it.  How  well  did 
Elisha  in  the  wars  !  the  strongest  squadron  of  Israel 
was  within  that  breast :  all  their  armour  of  proof  had 
not  so  much  safety  and  protection  as  his  mantle. 
Though  the  king  of  Israel  would  take  no  notice  of 
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the  prophet,  yet  one  of  hia  courtiers  did ;  "  Hera  is 
Elisha  the  son  of  Shaphat,  which  poured  water  on 
the  hands  of  Elijah  ;"  this  follower  of  Jehoram  knows 
Klisha  by  his  own  name,  by  his  Other's,  by  his  mas- 
ter's. The  court  of  Israel  was  pro&tne  and  idolatrous 
enough  ;  yet,  even  there,  God's  prophet  had  both 
knowledge  and  honour ;  his  veiy  service  to  Elijah 
was  enough  to  win  him  reverence.  It  is  hetter  to  be 
an  attendant  of  some  man,  than  to  be  attended  by 
many  ;  that  he  had  poured  water  on  Elijah's  hands, 
was  insinuation  enough  that  he  could  pour  out  water 
for  those  three  kings.  The  three  kings  walked  down, 
by  the  motion  of  Jehoshaphat,  to  the  man  of  God : 
it  was  news  to  see  three  kings  going  down  to  the 
servant  of  him  who  ran  before  the  chariot  of  Ahab. 
Religion  and  necessity  have  both  of  them  much  power 
of  humiliation,  I  know  not  whether  more  ;  either  zeal 
or  need  wUl  make  a  prophet  honoured. 

How  sharply  dares  the  man  of  God  to  chide  his 
sovereign,  the  king  of  Israel !  The  liberty  of  the  pro- 
phets was  no  less  singular  than  their  calling :  he  that 
would  borrow  their  tongue  must  show  their  commis- 
sion. As  God  reproved  kings  for  their  sakes,  so  did 
not  they  stick  to  reprove  kings  for  his  sake.  Thus 
much  freedom  they  must  leave  to  their  successors, 
that  we  may  not  spare  the  vices  of  them  whose  per- 
sons we  must  spare. 

Justly  is  Jehoram  turned  off  to  the  prophets  of  his 
father,  and  the  prophets  of  hia  mother.  It  is  but 
right  and  equal  tnat  those  which  we  have  made  the 
comfort  and  stay  of  our  peace,  should  be  the  refuge 
of  our  extramity.  If  our  prosperity  have  made  the 
world  our  god,  how  worthily  diaU  our  death-bed  be 
choked  with  this  exprobation!  Neither  would  the 
case  bear  an  apology,  nor  the  tipie  an  expostulation ; 
Jehoram  cannot  excuse,  he  cannot  complain  ;  he  finds 
that  now  three  kings,  three  kingdoms  are  at  the 
mercy  of  one  prophet ;  it  was  time  for  him  to  speak 
&ir ;  nothing  sounds  from  him  but  lamentations  and 
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entreaties ;  "  Nay,  for  the  Lord  hath  called  these 
three  kings  together  to  deliver  them  into  the  hand 
of  Moab."  Jehoram  hath  so  much  grace  as  to  con- 
fess the  impotency  of  those  he  had  trusted,  and  the 
power  of  that  God  whom  he  had  neglected ;  every 
sinner  cannot  see  and  acknowledge  the  hand  of  God 
in  his  sufferings.  Already  hath  me  distressed  prince 
gained  something  by  his  misery ;  none  complains  so 
mucft  as  he,  none  feels  so  much  as  he  ;  all  the  rest 
suffer  for  him,  and  therefore  he  suffers  in  them  all 

The  man  of  God,  who  well  sees  the  insufficiency  of 
Jehoram's  humiliation,  lays  on  yet  more  load ;  "  As 
the  Lord  Hveth  before  whom  I  stand,  surely  were  it 
not  that  I  regard  the  presence  of  Jehoshaphat  the 
ting  of  Judah,  I  would  not  look  toward  thee,  nor  see 
thee."  Behold  the  double  spirit  of  Elijah  ;  the  mas- 
ter was  not  more  bold  with  the  father,  than  the  ser- 
vant was  with  the  son.  Elisha  was  a  subject  and  a 
prophet ;  he  must  say  that  as  a  prophet,  which  he 
might  not  as  a  subject ;  as  a  prophet  he  would  not 
have  looked  at  him,  whom  as  a  subject  he  would 
have  bowed  to.  It  is  one  thing  when  God  speaks  by 
him,  another  when  he  speaks  of  himself,  that  it  might 
well  appear  bis  dislike  of  sin  stood  with  his  honour 
of  sovereignty.  Jehoshaphat  goes  away  with  that 
respect  which  Jehoram  missed ;  no  less  doth  God 
and  his  prophet  regard  religious  sincerity,  than  they 
abhor  idolatry  and  profaneness.  What  shall  not  be 
done  for  a  Jehoshaphat  1  For  his  sake  shall  those  two 
other  princes,  and  their  vast  armies,  live  and  prevail. 
Edom  and  Israel,  whether  single  or  conjoined,  had 
perished  by  the  drought  of  the  desert,  by  the  sword 
of  Moab  ;  one  Jehoshaphat  gives  them  both  life  and 
victory.  It  is  in  the  power  of  one  good  man  to  oblige 
a  world ;  we  receive  true,  though  insensible,  favours 
from  the  presence  of  the  righteous.  Next  to  being 
good,  it  is  happy  to  converse  with  them  that  are  so ; 
if  we  be  not  bettered  with  their  example,  we  are  blest 
by  their  protection, 
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Who  wonders  not  to  hear  a  prophet  call  for  a  min- 
strel in  the  midst  of  that  mournful  distress  of  Israel 
and  Judah  t  who  would  not  have  expected  his  charge 
of  tears  and  prayers,  rather  than  of  music?  how  un- 
reasonable are  songs  to  &  heavy  heart !  It  was  not 
for  their  ears,  it  was  for  his  own  bosom,  that  Elisha 
called  for  music  :  that  his  spirits,  after  their  zealous 
agitation,  might  be  sweetly  composed,  and  put  into  a 
meet  temper  for  receiving  the  calm  visions  of  God. 
Perhaps  it  was  some  holy  Levite  that  followed  the 
camp  of  Jehoshaphat  whose  minstrelsy  was  required 
for  so  sacred  a  purpose.  None  but  a  quiet  breast  is 
capable  of  divine  revelations ;  nothing  is  more  power- 
ful to  settle  a  troubled  heart  than  a  melodious  har- 
mony ;  the  spirit  of  prophecy  was  not  the  more 
invited,  the  prophet's  spirit  was  the  better  disposed 
by  pleasing  sounds.  The  same  God  that  will  reveal 
hia  will  to  the  prophet,  suggests  this  demand,  "  Bring 
me  a  minstret"  How  many  say  thus  when  they 
would  put  God  from  them !  Promne  mirth,  wanton 
music,  debauches  the  soul,  and  makes  no  less  room 
for  the  unclean  spirit,  than  spiritual  melody  doth  for 
the  divina 

No  prophet  had  ever  the  spirit  at  command.  The 
hand  of  the  minstrel  can  do  nothing  without  the  hand 
of  the  Lord :  while  the  music  sounds  in  the  ear,  God 
speaks  to  the  heart  of  Elisha ;  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
Make  this  valley  tiill  of  ditches ;  ye  shall  not  see 
wind,  neither  shall  ye  see  rain,  yet  that  valley  shall 
be  full  of  water,"  Sac.  To  see  wind  and  rain  in  height 
of  that  drought,  would  have  seemed  as  wonderfiil  as 
pleasing ;  but  to  see  abundance  of  water  without 
wind  or  rain  was  yet  more  miraculous.  I  know  not 
how  the  sight  of  the  means  abates  our  admiration  of 
the  effect ;  where  no  causes  can  be  found  out,  we  are 
forced  to  confess  omnipotency.  Elijah  relieved  Israel 
with  water,  but  it  was  out  of  the  clouds,  and  those 
clouds  rose  from  the  sea ;  but  whence  Elisha  shall 
fetch  it,  is  not  more  marvellous  than  secret. 
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All  that  evening,  all  that  night,  muat  the  faith  of 
Israel  and  Judah  be  exerciaed  with  expectation.  At 
the  hour  of  the  morning  sacrifice,  no  sooner  did  the 
hlood  of  that  oblation  gush  forth,  than  the  streams  of 
waters  gushed  forth  into  their  new  channels,  and 
filled  the  country  with  a  refreshing  moisture :  Elijah 
fetched  down  Mb  fire  at  the  hour  of  the  evening 
sacrifice ;  Elisha  fetched  up  his  water  at  the  hour  of 
the  morning  sacrifice.  Ghm  gives  respect  to  his  own 
hours,  for  the  encouragement  of  our  observation :  if 
his  wisdom  hath  set  us  any  peculiar  times,  we  cannot 
keep  them  without  a  blessing:  the  devotions  of  all 
true  Jews,  all  the  world  over,  were  in  that  hour  com- 
bined. How  seasonably  doth  the  wisdom  of  Gfld  pick 
out  that  instant,  wherein  he  might  at  once  answer 
both  Elisha's  prophecy,  and  his  people's  prayers ! 

The  prophet  hath  assured  the  kmgs  not  of  water 
only,  but  of  victory.  Moab  heare  of  enemies,  and  is 
addressed  to  war ;  their  own  error  shall  cut  their 
throats;  they  rise  soon  enough  to  beguile  themselves: 
the  beams  of  the  rising  sun,  glistering  upon  those 
vaporous  and  unexpected  waters,  carried  in  the  eyes 
of  some  Moabites  a  semblance  of  blood ;  a  few 
eyes  were  enough  to  fill  all  ears  with  a  &lae  noise ; 
the  deceived  sense  miscarries  the  imagination.  "  This 
is  blood,  the  kings  are  surely  slain,  and  tbey  have 
amitten  one  another ;  now  therefore,  iUoab,  to  the 
spoil"  Civil  broils  give  just  advantage  to  a  common 
enemy ;  therefore  must  the  camps  be  spoiled,  because 
the  kings  Lave  smitten  each  other.  Those  that  shall 
be  deceived  are  given  over  to  credulity ;  the  lUoabites 
do  not  examine  either  the  conceit  or  the  report,  but 
fly  in  confusedly  upon  the  camp  of  Israel,  whom  they 
find,  too  late,  to  have  no  enemies  but  themselves ;  as 
if  death  would  not  have  hastened  enough  to  them, 
they  come  to  fetch  it,  they  come  to  challenge  it ; 
it  seizeth  upon  them  unavoidably ;  they  are  smitten, 
their  cities  razed,  their  lands  marred,  their  wells 
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stopped,  tbeir  trees  felled,  as  if  Qod  meant  to  waste 
them  but  once. 

No  onsets  are  so  furious  a^  the  last  assaults  of  the 
desperate.  The  king  of  Moab,  now  hopeless  of  re- 
covery, would  be  glad  to  shut  up  with  a  pleasing 
revenge  ;  with  seven  hundred  resolute  followers,  he 
rushes  into  the  battle  towards  the  king  of  £)dom,  as 
if  he  would  bid  death  welcome,  might  be  but  cany 
with  him  that  despited  neighbour ;  and  now,  mad 
with  the  repulse,  be  returns  ;  and,  whether  as  angry 
with  his  destiny,  or  as  barbarously  affecting  to  win 
Ms  cruel  gods  with  so 'dear  a  sacrifice,  he  o£Fers  them, 
with  his  own  hand,  the  blood  of  his  eldest  son  in  the 
sight  of  Israel,  and  sends  him  up  in  smoke  to  those 
bellisb  deities.  Oh,  prodigious  act,  whether  of  rage 
or  of  devotion  !  What  a  hand  hath  Satan  over  his 
miserable  vassals !  What  marvel  ts  it  to  see  men 
sacrifice  their  souls  in  an  unfelt  oblation  to  these 
plausible  tempters,  when  their  own  flesh  and  blood 
nath  not  been  spared !  There  is  no  tyrant  to  the 
prince  of  darkness.  ^ — r-. 

,  '■        ■•■> 

CONTEMPLATION  VII.        ;    '"■    -    .' 

BLISHA   WITH    THE    BHUSAUUITE.  ■  L  ._> 

The  holy  prophets  under  the  Old  Testament  did  not 
abhor  the  maniage-bed ;  they  did  not  think  them- 
selves too  pure  for  an  institution  of  their  Maker.  The 
distressed  widow  of  one  of  the  sons  of  the  prophets 
comes  to  Elisha  to  bemoan  her  condition ;  nor  hus- 
band is  dead,  and  dead  in  debt ;  death  hath  no 
sooner  seized  on  him,  than  her  two  sons,  the  remain- 
ing comfort  of  her  life,  are  to  be  seized  on,  by  his 
creditors,  for  bondmen.  How  thick  did  the  miseries 
of  this  poor  afflicted  woman  light  upon  her !  her  hus- 
band is  lost,  her  estate  clogged  with  debts,  her  chil- 
dren ready  to  be  taken  for  slaves.  Her  husband  was 
a  religious  and  worthy  man ;  he  paid  his  debts  to 
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nature,  he  could  not  to  hia  creditors ;  they  are  cruel, 
and  rake  in  the  scarce-closed  wound  of  her  sorrow, 
passing  an  arrest  worse  than  death,  upon  her  sons : 
widowhood,  poverty,  servitude,  have  conspired  to 
make  her  penectly  miserable.  Yirtue  and  goodness 
can  pay  no  debts.  The  holiest  man  may  he  deep  in 
arrearages,  and  break  the  bank  ;  not  through  lavish- 
ness,  and  riot  of  expense,  (religion  teaches  us  to 
moderate  our  hands,  to  spend  within  the  proportion 
of  our  estate,)  but  through  either  iniquity  of  times, 
or  evil  casualties.  Ahab  and  Jezebel  were  lately  in 
the  throne,  who  can  marvel  that  a  prophet  was  in 
debt  ?  It  was  well  that  any  good  man  might  have 
his  breath  &ee,  though  his  estate  were  not :  wilfully 
to  overlash  our  ability,  cannot  stand  with  wisdom 
and  good  government ;  hut  no  providence  can  guard 
us  &om  crosses.  Holiness  is  no  more  defence  against 
debt,  than  against  death.  Grace  can  keep  us  from 
unthriftiness,  not  from  want.  Whither  doti  the  pro- 
phet's widow  come  to  bewail  her  case,  but  to  Elisha  ? 
Every  one  would  not  he  sensible  of  her  affliction,  or 
if  they  would  pity,  yet  could  not  relieve  her ;  Elisha 
could  do  both ;  into  his  ear  doth  she  unload  her 
griefs.  It  is  no  small  point  of  wisdom  to  know  where 
to  plant  our  lamentation  ;  otherwise,  instead  of  com- 
fort, we  may  meet  with  scorn  and  insultation. 

None  caa  so  freely  compassionate  the  hard  terms 
of  a  prophet  as  an  Elisha  ;  he  Sods  that  she  is  not 
querulously  impatient ;  expressing  her  sorrow,  with- 
out murmuring  and  discontentment ;  making  a  loving 
and  honourable  mention  of  that  husband  who  had  left 
her  distressed !  readily  therefore  doth  he  incline  to 
her  succour.  "  What  shall  I  do  for  thee  ?  Tell  me 
what  hast  thou  in  thy  house  t'  Elisha,  when  he 
hears  of  her  debt,  asks  of  her  substance.  Had  her 
house  been  furnished  with  any  valuable  commodity, 
the  prophet  implies  the  necessity  of  selling  it  for 
satisfaction :  our  own  abundance  can  iU  stand  with 
our  engagement  to  others.     It  is  great  injustice  for 
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U8  to  be  full  of  otters'  purses :  it  is  not  our  own 
which  we  owe  to  another ;  what  is  it  other  than  a 
plausible  stealth  to  feed  our  riot  with  the  want  of  the 
owner?  He  that  could  multiply  her  substance  could 
know  it :  God  and  his  prophet  love  to  hear  our  neces- 
sities out  of  our  own  mouths.  "  Thine  haadmaid  hath 
not  any  thing  in  the  house,  save  a  pot  of  oil."  It  is 
neither  news  nor  shame  for  a  prophet  to  be  poor ; 
grief  and  want  peiliaps  hastened  his  end ;  both  of 
them  arB  left  for  the  dowry  of  his  careful  widow. 
She  had  complained,  if  there  had  been  any  possibiHty 
of  remedy  »t  home ;  bashfulness  had  stopped  her 
mouth  thus  long,  and  should  have  done  yet  longer, 
if  the  exigence  of  her  children's  servitude  had  not 
opened  it.  No  want  is  so  worthy  of  relief,  as  that 
which  is  lothest  to  come  forth.  "  Then  he  said,  Go, 
borrow  thee  vessels  abroad  of  all  thy  neighbours,  even 
empty  vessels,  borrow  not  a  few ;  and  when  thou 
art  come  in,  thou  shalt  shut  the  door  upon  thee,  and 
upon  thy  sons,  and  shalt  pour  out  into  all  those  ves- 
sels, and  thou  shalt  set  aside  that  which  is  full." 

She  that  owed  much  and  had  nothing,  yet  must 
borrow  more,  that  she  may  pay  aU.  Poverty  had  not 
80  discredited  her  with  her  neighbours,  that  they 
should  doubt  to  lend  her  those  vessels  empty  which 
they  had  grudged  foU.  Her  want  was  too  well 
Imown ;  it  could  not  but  seem  strange  to  the  neigh- 
hours,  to  see  this  poor  widow  so  busily  pestering  her 
house  with  empty  tubs,  which  they  knew  she  had 
nothing  to  fill ;  they  knew  well  enough,  she  had 
neither  field  nor  vineyard,  nor  orchard,  and  therefore 
must  needs  marvel  at  such  unprofitable  diligence.  If 
their  curiosity  would  be  inquiring  after  her  inten- 
tions, she  is  commanded  secrecy.  The  doors  must 
be  shut  upon  herself,  and  her  sons,  while  the  oil  is 
increasing.  No  eye  shall  see  the  miracle  in  working ; 
enough  shall  see  it,  once  wrought  This  act  was  no 
less  a  proof  of  her  faith,  than  an  improvement  of  her 
estate ;  it  was  an  exercise  of  her  devotion,  as  well  as 
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of  her  diligence  ;  it  was  fit  her  doors  should  be-  shut, 
while  her  heart  aod  lips  were  opened  in  holy  invoca- 
tion. Out  of  one  smaJl  jar  was  poured  out  so  much 
oil,  as,  by  a  miraculous  multiplication,  filled  all  those 
empty  casks.  Scarce  had  that  pot  any  bottom,  at 
least  the  bottom  that  it  had  was  to  be  measured  by 
the  brims  of  all  those  vessels ;  this  was  so  deep,  as 
thCT  were  high  ;  could  they  have  held  more,  this  pot 
had  not  been  empty.  Even  so  the  bounty  of  our  God 
mves  grace  and  glory,  according  to  the  capacity  of 
the  receiver ;  when  he  ceaseth  to  infuse,  it  is  for 
want  of  room  in  the  heart  that  takes  it  in ;  could  we 
hold  more,  0  God,  thou  wouldst  give  more :  if  there 
be  any  defect,  it  is  in  our  vessels,  riot  in  thy  bene- 
ficence. How  did  the  heart  of  this  poo^  widow  run 
over,  as  with  wonder,  so  with  joy  and  thankfulness, 
to  see  such  a  river  of  oil  rise  out  of  so  small  a  spring, 
to  see  all  her  vessels  swimming  full  with  so  beneficial 
a  liquor !  Justly  is  she  affected  with  this  sight ;  she 
is  not  transported  from  her  duty.  I  do  not  see  her  run 
forth  into  the  streets  and  proclaim  her  store,  nor  call- 
ing in  her  neighbours,  whether  to  admire  or  bargain ; 
I  see  her  running  to  the  prophet's  door,  and  grate- 
fully acknowledging  the  &vour,  and  humbly  depending 
on  his  directions,  as  not  daring  to  dispose  of  that 
which  was  so  wondrously  given  her,  without  the  ad- 
vice of  him  by  whose  powerful  means  she  had  received 
it ;  her  own  reason  might  have  sufficiently  suggested 
what  to  do ;  she  dares  not  trust  it,  but  consults  with 
the  oracle  of  God.  If  we  would  walk  surely,  we 
m\ist  do  nothing  without  a  word;  every  action,  every 
motion,  must  have  a  warrant :  we  can  no  more  err 
with  this  guide,  than  not  err  without  him. 

The  prophet  sets  her  in  a  right  way ;  "  Go,  sell  the 
oil  and  pay  thy  debt,  and  live;  thou  and  thy  children, 
on  the  rest."  The  first  care  is  of  her  debts,  the  next 
of  her  maintenance.  It  should  be  gross  injustice  to 
raise  means  for  herself  and  her  charge,  ere  she  have 
discharged  the  arrear^es  of  her  htisband.     None  of 

TOL  II.  If 


266  ELISUA   WITH   THE   SHUITA]flCIT£.     [bOOS.  XIX. 

the  oil  was  has  till  her  creditors  -were  eatisfied ;  all 
was  hers  that  remained.  It  is  but  stealth  to  enjoy  a 
borrowed  substance :  while  she  had  nothing,  it  was 
no  sin  to  owe ;  but,  when  once  her  vessels  were  full, 
she  could  not  have  been  guiltless,  if  she  had  not  paid 
before  she  stored.  i3rod  and  his  prophets  were  boun- 
tiiul ;  after  the  debts  pwd,  they  provide  not  only 
against  the  thraldom  of  her  chai^,  but  against  the 
want.  It  is  the  just  care  of  a  religious  heart  to  de- 
fend the  widow  and  children  of  a  proj4iet  irom  distress 
and  penury. 

Behold  the  true  seirant  and  successor  of  Elijah  I 
what  he  did  to  the  Sareptan  widow,  this  did  to  the 
widow  of  a  prophet.  That  increase  of  oil  was  by  de- 
grees, this  at  once ;  both  equally  miraculous ;  this  so 
much  more  charitable,  as  it  leas  concerned  himself 

He  that  gives  kindnesses,  doth  by  turns  receive 
them.  Elisha  hath  relieved  a  poor  woman,  is  relieved 
by  a  rich.  The  Shunammite,  a  rdigious  and  wortJiy 
matron,  invites  him  to  her  house ;  and  now,  after  the 
first  entertainment,  finding  his  occasions  to  call  him 
to  a  frequent  passage  that  way,  moves  her  husband 
to  set  up  and  furnish  a  lodging  for  the  man  of  God ; 
it  was  his  holiness  that  made  her  desirous  of  such  a 
guest ;  well  might  she  hope  that  such  an  inmate 
would  pay  a  blessing  for  his  house  rent  0  hiq)py 
Shunammite,  that  might  make  lierself  the  hostess  of 
Elisha!  As  no  less  dutiful  than  godly,  she  imparts 
her  desire  to  her  husband,  whom  her  suit  hath  dmwn 
into  &  partnership  in  this  holy  hospitality:  blessed 
of  God  is  that  man,  whose  bed  yields  him  a  hehi  to 
heaven.  The  good  Shunammite  desires  not  to  har- 
bour Elisha  in  one  of  her  wonted  lodgings ;  she  solicits 
her  husband  to  build  him  a  chamber  on  the  wall  apart ; 
she  knew  the  tumult  of  a  large  &mily  unfit  for  the 
quiet  meditations  of  a  prophet.  Betiredness  is  most 
meet  for  the  thoughts  of  a  seer :  neither  would  she 
bring  him  to  bare  walls,  hut  sets  ready  for  him  a  bed, 
a  table,  a  stool,  and  a  candlestick,  and  whatever 
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neoessary  iitenails  for  his  entertainment  The  pro- 
phet doth  not  affect  delicacy ;  she  takes  care  to 
provide  for  his  convenience.  Those  that  are  truly 
pioQs  and  devout,  think  their  houses  and  their  haiwU 
oftDDot  be  too  opea  to  the  meseengerB  of  God,  and  are 
most  glad  to  ezdiange  their  earmly  commoditiee  for 
the  others'  spiritual  Superfluity  should  not  fall  with- 
in the  care  of  a  prophet,  necessity  must ;  he  that 
could  provide  oil  for  the  widow,  could  have  provided 
aJl  needful  helps  for  himself  What  room  had  there 
been  for  the  charity  and  beneficence  of  others,  if  the 
prophet  should  have  always  maintained  himself  out 
of  power  I 

The  holy  man  is  so  far  sociable  as  not  to  neglect 
the  frienmy  offer  of  so  kind  a  bene&ctor :  gladly 
doth  he  take  up  his  new  lodging,  and,  as  well  pleased 
with  80  quiet  a  repose  and  careful  attendance,  he 
sends  his  servant  Oehazi  with  the  message  of  his 
thanks,  with  a  treaty  of  retribution  ;  "  Beht^d,  thou 
haJtt  been  careful  for  us,  with  all  this  care  ;  what  is 
to  be  done  for  thee  ?  wouldest  thou  be  spoken  for  to 
the  king,  or  to  the  captain  of  the  host  V  An  in- 
genuous disposition  catmot  receive  fevours  without 
thoughts  of  return.  A  wise  debtor  is  desirous  to 
retribute  in  such  kind  as  may  be  most  acceptable 
to  his  obligera.  Without  this  discretion,  we  may  ofEer 
such  requitals  as  may  seem  goodly  to  us,  to  our  friends 
worthless :  evray  one  can  choose  best  for  himself 
Klisha  therefore,  who  had  never  beeo  wanting  in 
ntiritual  duties  to  so  hospitable  a  friend,  gives  the 
Slunammite  the  election  of  her  suit,  for  temporal 
recompense  also ;  no  man  can  be  a  loser  by  his  favour 
to  a  prophet.  It  is  a  good  hearing  that  an  Elisha  is 
in  such  grace  at  the  court ;  that  he  can  promise  him- 
self access  tq  the  king  in  a  friend's  suit :  it  was  not 
erer  thus ;  the  time  was  when  his  master  heard, 
"  Hast  thou  found  me,  0  mine  enemy  t'  Now  the 
late  miracle  which  Elisha  wrought  in  gratifying  the 
three  kings  with  water  and  yictoty,  bath  endeared 
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1)1  m  to  the  king  of  Israel :  and  now,  who  but  Elisha  1 
Even  that  rou^  mantle  finds  respect  amongst  those 
silks  and  tissues.  As  bad  as  Jeuorajn  was,  yet  he 
honoured  the  man  of  God,  He  that  could  not  pre- 
vail with  an  idolatrous  king  in  a  spiritual  reformation, 
yet  can  carry  a  civil  suit.  Neither  doth  the  prophet, 
in  a  sullen  discontentment,  fiy  off  from  the  court, 
because  he  foimd  hia  labours  unprofitable,  but  still 
holds  good  teims  with  that  prince  whom  he  caimot 
reclaim,  and  will  make  use,  notwithstanding,  of  his 
coimtenance,  in  matters  whether  of  courtesy  or  jus- 
tice. We  may  not  cast  off  our  due  respects  even  to 
fiiulty  authority,  hut  must  still  submit  and  persist, 
where  we  are  repelled.  Not  to  his  own  advancement 
doth  Elisha  desire  to  improve  the  king's  favour,  but 
to  the  behoof  to  the  relief  of  others.  If  the  Shunsm- 
mite  have  business  at  court,  she  shall  need  no  other 
solicitor.  There  cannot  be  a  better  office,  nor  more 
beseeming  a  prophet,  than  to  speak  in  the  cause  of 
the  dumb ;  to  befriend  the  oppressed,  to  win  great- 
ness unto  the  protection  of  innocence. 

The  good  matron  needs  no  shelter  of  the  great :  "I 
dwell  among  mine  own  pe<^le ;"  as  if  she  said,  The 
courtesy  is  not  small  in  itself,  but  not  useful  to  me : 
I  live  here  quietly,  in  a  contented  obscurity,  out  of 
the  reach  either  of  the  glories  or  cares  of  a  court ; 
free  from  wrongs,  bee  frum  envies.  Not  so  high  as 
to  provoke  an  evil  eye,  not  so  low  as  to  be  trodden 
on :  I  have  neither  fears  nor  ambitions,  my  neigh- 
bours are  my  friends,  my  friends  are  my  protectors, 
and  if  I  shoiud  he  so  unhappy  as  to  be  the  subject  of 
main  injuries,  would  not  stiek  to  be  mine  advocates : 
this  fevour  is  for  those  that  either  affect  greatness,  or 
groan  under  oppression ;  I  do  ndther,  for  "  I  live 
among  mine  own  people."  0  Shunammite,  thou  shalt 
not  escape  envy  !  who  can  hear  of  thine  happy  con- 
dition, and  not  say.  Why  am  I  not  thus  ?  If  the  world 
afford  any  perfect  contentment,  it  is  in  a  middle  estate, 
e<;Lua^y  distant  from  penury,  from  excess ;  it  is  in  a 
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calm  freedom,  a  secure  tranquillity,  a  sweet  fruition  of 
ourselves,  of  ours.  But  what  hold  is  there  of  these 
earthly  things  ?  how  long  is  the  Shuotunmite  thus 
blessed  with  peace  ?  Stay  but  a  while,  you  shall  see 
her  come  on  her  knees  to  the  king  of  Israel,  pitifully 
complaining  that  she  was  stripped  of  house  and  land ; 
and  now  Gehazi  is  &in  to  do  that  good  office  for  her, 
which  was  not  accepted  from  his  master.  Those  that 
stand  fastest  upon  earth,  have  but  slippery  footing ; 
no  man  can  say  that  he  ^all  not  need  friends. 

Modesty  sealed  up  the  lips  of  the  good  Shunam- 
mite ;  she  was  ashamed  to  confess  her  longing :  Ge- 
hazi  easih-  guessed  that  her  barrenness  could  not  but 
be  her  affliction :  she  was  childless,  her  husband  old ; 
Elisha  gratifies  her  with  the  news  of  a  son :  "  About 
this  season,  according  to  the  time  of  life,  thou  shalt 
embrace  a  son,"  How  liberal  is  God,  by  his  prophet, 
in  giving  beyond  her  requests !  not  seldom  doth  his 
bounty  overreach  our  thoughts,  and  meet  us  with 
those  benefits  which  we  thought  too  good  for  us  to 
ask.  Greatness  and  inezpectation  make  the  blessing 
seem  incredible  ;  "  Nay,  my  lord,  thou  man  of  Goi^ 
do  not  lie  to  thine  handmaid."  We  are  never  sure 
enough  of  what  we  desire  ;  we  are  not  more  hard  to 
believe,  than  loth  to  distrust  beneficial  events :  she 
well  knew  the  prophet's  holiness  could  not  stand  with 
wilful  lalaehood  ;  perhaps  she  might  think  it  spoken 
by  way  of  trial,  not  of  serious  affinnation  :  as  un- 
willing therefore  that  it  should  not  be,  and  willing  to 
hear  that  pleasing  word  seconded,  she  says,  "  Do  not 
lie  to  thine  hancunaid."  Promises  are  made  good, 
not  by  iteration,  but  by  the  effect ;  the  Shunammite 
conceives,  and  bears  a  son  at  the  set  season :  how 
glad  a  mother  she  was,  those  know  best  that  have 
moumed  under  the  discomfort  of  a  sad  sterility.  The 
child  grows  up,  and  is  now  able  to  find  out  his  &ther 
in  the  field,  amongst  his  reapers:  his  father  now 
grew  young  again  with  the  pleasure  of  his  sight,  and 
more  joyed  in  this  spring  of  his  hopes,  than  in  all  the 
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crops  of  hia  haircst ;  but  what  stability  is  there  in 
theae  earthly  dfilights  ?  The  hot  beams  of  the  sun 
beat  upon  that  head  which  too  much  care  had  made 
tender  and  delicate ;  the  child  complaiss  to  his  ^her 
of  bis  pun ;  ob  that  grace  could  teach  us  what  nattire 
teaches  infants,  in  all  our  troubles  to  bemoan  onr- 
selves  to  our  heavenly  Father !  He  sends  him  to  his 
mother ;  upon  her  tap,  about  noon,  the  child  dies,  as 
if  he  would  return  his  soul  into  that  bosom  from 
which  it  was  derived  to  him.  The  good  Shunammite 
hath  lost  her  son,  her  faith  she  had  not  lost ;  passion 
hath  not  robbed  her  of  her  wisdom ;  as  not  djstraoted 
with  an  accident  so  sudden,  so  sorrowful,  she  lays  her 
dead  child  upon  the  prophet's  ted,  she  locks  the  door, 
she  hides  her  grief,  lest  that  consternation  might 
hinder  her  design  ;  she  hastens  to  her  husband,  and, 
as  not  daring  to  be  other  that  officious  in  so  distress- 
ful an  occasion,  acqUMnts  him  with  her  journey, 
though  not  with  the  cause,  requires  of  him  both  at- 
tendance and  conveyance ;  she  posts  to  Mount  Carmel ; 
she  cannot  so  soon  find  out  the  man  of  God  as  he  hath 
found  hw ;  he  sees  her  afar  off,  and,  like  a  thankful 
guest,  sends  his  servant  hastily  to  meet  her,  to  inquire 
of  the  health  of  herself,  her  husband,  her  child ;  her 
errand  was  not  to  GehaQ,  it  was  to  Elisha :  no  me»- 
senger  shall  interrupt  her,  no  ear  shall  receive  her 
complaint  but  the  prophet's :  down  she  fiJh  passion- 
ately at  his  feet,  and  forgetting  the  &shion  of  her 
bashful  strangeness,  lays  hold  of  them,  whether  in  a 
humble  Veneration  of  his  person,  or  in  a  fervent  desire 
of  aatiafaction,  G-ehazi,  who  well  knew  how  uncouth, 
how  unfit  this  gesture  of  salutation  was  for  his  master, 
offers  to  remove  her,  and  admonisheth  her  of  her  dis- 
tance ;  the  merciful  prophet  easily  apprehends  that 
no  ordinary  occasion  could  so  transport  a  grave  and 
well-goveraed  matron  ;  as  therefore  pitying  her  im- 
known  passion,  he  bids,  "Let  her  alone,  for  her  sbnl 
lis  vexed  within  her,  and  the  Lord  hath  hid  it  from 
me,  and  hath  not  told  me."     If  extremity  of  grief 
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have  made  her  immaimerlj,  wise  and  holy  Elisha 
knows  how  to  pardon  it ;  he  dares  not  add  sorrow  to 
the  afflicted  ;  he  can  better  bear  an  unseemliness  in 
her  greeting  than  cruelty  in  her  molestation.  Great 
Was  the  familiarity  that  the  prophet  had  with  his 
God,  and  as  friends  are  wont  mutually  to  impart  their 
counsels  to  each  other,  so  had  the  Lord  done  to  him ; 
Elisha  was  not  idle  on  Uount  Carmel ;  what  was  it 
that  he  saw  not  from  thence  1  Not  heaven  only,  but 
the  world  was  before  him.  Yet  the  Shunammite'a 
loss  is  concealed  from  him,  neither  doth  he  shame  to 
confess  it :  ofttimes  those  that  know  greater  matters 
may  yet  be  ignorant  of  the  less.  It  is  no  disparage- 
ment to  any  finite  creature  not  to  know  something. 
By  her  mouth  will  Gt>d  tell  the  prophet  what  by  vision 
he  had  not ;  "  Then  she  said,  Did  I  desire  a  son  of  my 
Lord  ?  Did  I  not  say,  Do  not  deceive  me  ?"  Deep 
sorrow  is  sparing  of  words  :  the  expostulation  could 
not  be  more  short,  more  quick,  more  pithy :  had  I 
b^ged  a  son,  perhaps  my  importunity  might  have 
been  yielded  to  in  anger :  too  much  desire  is  justly 
punished  with  loss.  It  is  no  marvel  if  what  we  wring 
from  God  prosper  not :  this  fovour  to  me  was  of  thine 
own  motion ;  tny  suit,  0  Elisha,  made  me  a  mother ; 
couldst  thou  intend  to  torment  me  with  a  blessing  ? 
How  much  mote  easy  had  the  want  of  a  son  been 
than  the  miscarriage !  barrenness,  than  orbation ! 
Was  there  no  other  end  of  my  having  a  son,  than  that 
I  might  lose  him !  Oh !  man  of  God,  let  me  not 
complain  of  a  cruel  kindness  ;  thy  prayers  gave  me 
a  son,  let  thy  prayers  restore  him ;  let  not  my  dutiful 
respects  to  thee  be  repaid  with  an  ^gravation  of 
misery ;  give  not  thine  handmaid  cause  to  wish  that 
I  were  but  so  unhappy  as  thou  foundest  me :  oh,  wo- 
ful  fruitfulness,  if  I  must  now  say  that  I  had  a  son ! 
I  know  not  whether  the  mother  or  the  prophet  were 
more  afflicted  ;  the  prophet  for  the  mother's  sake,  or 
the  another  for  her  own.  Not  a  word  of  reply  do  we 
hear  from  the  mouth  of  Elisha,  his  breath  is  only 
n4 
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spent  in  the  remedy ;  he  sends  his  serrant  with  all 
speed  to  Uj  his  staff  upon  the  face  of  the  child, 
charging  him  to  avoid  ul  the  delays  of  the  way. 
Had  not  the  prophet  supposed  that  staff  of  his  able 
to  beat  away  death,  why  did  he  send  it?  And  if 
upon  that  supposition  be  sent  it,  how  was  it  that  it 
failed  of  effect  ?  Was  this  act  done  out  of  human 
conceit,  not  out  of  instinct  from  God?  or  did  &e 
want  of  the  mother's  &itb  hinder  the  success  of  that 
cure  ?  She,  not  reB;arding  the  staf^  or  the  man,  holds 
fJEist  to  ELisha ;  no  nopes  of  his  message  can  loose  her 
fingers :  "  As  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul  liveth, 
I  win  not  leave  thee."  She  imagined  that  the  ser- 
vant, the  staff,  might  be  severed  from  EUsha ;  she 
tnew  that  wherever  the  prophet  was,  there  was  power  ; 
it  is  good  relying  upon  those  helps  that  cannot  fkil  us. 
Merit  and  importunity  have  drawn  Elisha  from 
Carmel  to  Shimem  ;  he  finds  his  lodging  taken  up  by 
that  pale  carcass,  he  shuts  his  door,  and  &lls  to  his 
prayers  ;  this  staff  of  his,  whatever  became  of  the 
other,  was  long  enough,  he  knew,  to  reach  up  to 
heaven,  to  knock  at  those  gates,  yea,  to  wrench  tnem 
open :  he  applies  his  body  to  those  cold  and  senseless 
limbs ;  by  the  fervour  of  his  soul  he  reduces  that  soul, 
by  the  heat  of  his  body  he  educeth  warmth  out  of 
that  corpse :  the  child  sneezeth  seven  times,  and  as 
if  his  spirit  had  been  but  hid  for  the  time,  not  de- 
parted, it  falls  to  work  afresh  ;  the  eyes  look  up,  the 
Ups  and  hands  move.  The  mother  is  called  in  to 
receive  a  new  life  in  her  twioe-given  son ;  she  comes 
in  full  of  joy,  full  of  wonder,  and  bows  herself  to  the 
ground,  and  &lls  down  before  those  feet  which  she 
had  so  boldly  laid  hold  of  in  CarmeL  Oh,  strong  faith 
of  the  Shunammite,  that  could  not  be  discouraged  with 
the  seizure  and  continuance  of  death ;  raising  up  her 
heart  still  to  an  expectation  of  that  life,  which  to  the 
eyes  of  nature  had  been  impossible,  irrevocable !  Oh, 
infinite  goodness  of  the  Almighty,  that  would  not 
suffer  such  faith  to  be  fhistrate,  that  woidd  rather 
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reverse  the  laws  of  nature,  in  returning  a  g;ue8t  from 
heaven,  and  raising  a  corpse  from  death,  than  the 
confidence  of  a  believingheart  should  be  disappointed! 
How  true  an  heir  is  Elisha  of  his  master,  not  in  his 
graces  only,  but  in  bis  actions  I  both  of  them  divided 
the  waters  of  Jordan,  the  one  «s  his  last  act,  the 
other  as  his  first ;  Elijah's  curse  was  the  death  of  the 
captains  and  their  troops,  Elisha's  curse  was  the  death 
of  the  children  ;  Elijah  rebuked  Ahab  to  his  face, 
Elisha  Jehoram ;  Elijah  supplied  the  drought  of  Israel 
by  rain  ft^m  heaven,  Elisha  supplied  the  drought  of 
the  three  kings  by  waters  gushing  out  of  the  earth  ; 
El^ah  increasetb  the  oil  of  the  Sareptan,  Elisha  in- 
creased the  oil  of  the  prophet's  widow  ;  Elijah  raised 
&om  death  the  Sareptan  b  son,  Elisha  the  Sfaunam- 
mite's ;  both  of  them  had  one  mantle,  one  spirit ; 
both  of  them  climbed  up  one  Carmel,  one  heaven. 


CONTEMPLATION  VIIL 

BUSHA   WITH    MAAHAS, 

Of  the  full  showers  of  grace  which  fell  upon  Israel 
and  Judah,  yet  some  drops  did  light  upon  their  neigh- 
bours. If  Israel  be  the  worse  for  her  nearness  to 
Slyria,  Syria  is  the  better  for  the  vicinity  of  Israel 
Amongst  the  worst  of  God's  enemies,  some  are  singled 
out  for  mercy.  Naaman  was  a  great  warrior,  an 
honourable  courtier,  yet  a  leper :  no  disease  incident 
to  the  body  is  so  nasty,  so  loathsome  as  leprosy. 
Greatness  can  secure  no  man  from  the  most  odious 
and  wearisome  condition.  How  little  pleasure  did 
this  Syrian  peer  take  to  be  stooped  to  by  others,  while 
he  hated  to  see  himself!  Even  those  that  honoured 
him  avoided  him,  neither  was  he  other  than  abhorred 
of  those  that  flattered  him  ;  yea,  his  hand  could  not 
move  to  his  mouth  without  bis  own  detestation ;  the 
basest  slave  of  Syria  would  not  change  skins  with  him, 
if  he  might  have  his  honour  to  boot :  thus  hath  the 
m6 
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wise  God  thought  meet  to  sauce  the  valour,  dignity, 
renown,  victories  of  the  &moiiB  general  of  the  Syrians, 
Seldom  ever  was  any  man  served  with  simple  fiivours ; 
these  compositioDS  make  both  our  croseea  tolerable, 
and  our  blessinga  wholesome. 

The  bod;  of  Naaman  was  not  more  tainted  with  his 
leprosy,  tlian  his  soul  was  tainted  with  Bimmon,  and, 
besides  bis  idolatry,  he  was  a  professed  enemy  to 
Israel,  and  successful  in  bis  enmity.  How  far  doth 
God  fetch  about  bis  purposes !  The  leprosy,  the  hos- 
tility of  Naaman,  shall  be  the  occasions  of  his  salva- 
tion ;  that  leprosy  shall  make  his  soul  sound,  that 
hostility  shall  adopt  him  a  son  of  God :  in  some  pros- 
perous inroads  that  the  Syrians,  under  Naaman's 
conduct,  have  made  into  the  land  of  Israel,  a  little 
maid  is  taken  captive,  she  shall  attend  on  Naaman's 
wife,  and  shall  suggest  to  her  mistress  the  miraculous 
cures  of  Elisba.  A  small  chink  may  serve  to  let  in 
much  light ;  her  report  finds  credit  in  the  court,  and 
begets  both  a  letter  from  the  king,  and  a  journey  of 
his  peer.  While  the  Syrians  thought  of  nothing  but 
their  booty,  they  bring  happiness  to  the  house  of 
Naaman :  the  captivity  of  a  poor  Hebrew  girl  is  a 
means  to  make  the  greatest  lord  of  Syria  a  subject  to 
God :  it  is  good  to  acquaint  our  children  with  the 
works  of  God,  with  the  praises  of  his  prophets.  Little 
do  we  know  how  they  may  improve  this  knowledge, 
and  whither  they  may  carry  it :  perhaps  the  remotest 
nations  may  light  their  candle  at  their  coal :  even  the 
weakest  intimations  may  not  be  neglected ;  a  child,  a 
servant,  a  stranger  may  say  that  which  we  may  bless 
God  to  have  heard.  How  well  did  it  become  the 
mouth  of  an  Israelite  to  extol  a  prophet,  to  wish  the 
cure  of  her  master,  though  an  Aramite,  to  advise  that 
journey  unto  the  man  of  God,  by  whom  both  body 
and  soul  might  be  cured !  True  religion  teacheth  us 
pious  and  charitable  respects  to  our  governors,  though 
aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  God. 

No  man  that  I  hear  blames  the  credulity  of  Naaman ; 
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upon  no  other  ground  doth  the  kin^  of  Syria  send  his 
chief  peer,  with  hia  letters  to  the  king  of  Israel,  from 
his  hands  requiring  the  cure:  the  Syrian  supposed 
that  whatever  a  subject  could  do,  a  sovereign  might 
command ;  that  such  a  prophet  could  neither  be  out 
of  the  knowledge,  nor  out  of  the  obedience  of  hia 
prince ;  never  did  he  dream  of  anj  exemption,  but 
imagining  Jehoram  to  he  no  less  a  king  of  prophets 
than  of  people,  and  Elisha  no  less  a  subject  than  a 
seer,  he  writes,  "Now  when  tfaia  letter  is  come  to 
thee,  behold,  I  have  herewith  sent  Naaman  my  ser- 
vant to  thee,  that  thou  mayest  recover  him  of  his 
leprosy."  Great  ia  the  power  of  princes ;  every  man's 
hand  IS  theirs,  whether  for  skill  or  for  strength  ;  be- 
sides the  eminency  of  their  own  gifts,  all  the  subordi- 
Bate  excellences  of  their  subjects  are  no  less  at  their 
service,  than  if  they  were  inherent  in  their  persons. 
Great  men  are  wanting  to  their  own  perfections,  if 
they  do  not  both  know  and  exercise  the  graces  of 
their  inferiors. 

The  king  of  Israel  cannot  read  the  letter  without 
amazement  of  heart,  without  rending  of  garments, 
and  saya,  "  Am  I  God,  to  kill  and  to  make  alive,  that 
this  man  sends  to  me,  to  recover  a  man  of  his  leprosy  ? 
Wherefore  consider,  and  see,  I  pray  you,  how  he  seek- 
eth  a  quarrel  against  me !"  If  God  have  vouchsafed 
to  call  kings  gods,  it  well  becomes  kings  to  call  them- 
selves men ;  and  to  confess  the  distance  wherein  they 
stand  to  their  Maker.  Man  may  kill,  man  cannot 
kill  and  make  alive ;  yea,  of  himseu  he  can  do  neither ; 
with  God,  a  worm  or  a  fly  may  kill  a  man ;  without 
God,  no  potentate  can  do  it:  much  less  can  any 
created  power  both  kill  and  revive ;  since  to  restore 
life  is  more  than  to  bereave  it,  more  than  to  continue 
it,  more  than  to  give  it ;  and  if  leprosy  be  a  death, 
what  human  power  can  either  inflict  or  cure  it  T  It 
is  a  trouble  to  a  well-affected  heart  to  receive  impos- 
sible commands ;  to  require  that  of  an  inferior  which 
is  proper  .to  the  highest,  is  a  derogation  from  that 


276  EIIBHA   WITH   NAAKAir.  [bOOE   XIX. 

aupreai&  power  whose  property  it  is.  Had  Jeboram 
been  truly  religious,  the  injury  done  to  his  Uaker  in 
this  motion,  as  he  took  it,  had  more  afflicted  him  than 
the  danger  of  hia  own  quarrel  Belike,  Elishawaa  not 
in  the  thoughts  of  the  king  of  Israel :  he  might  have 
heard  that  this  prophet  had  made  alive  one  whom  he 
kiUed  not  Himselt  with  the  two  other  kings,  had 
been  eye-witnesses  of  what  Elisha  could  do ;  yet  now 
the  calves  of  Dan  and  Bethel  have  so  often  taken  up 
his  heart,  that  there  is  no  room  for  the  memory  of 
Elisha :  whom  he  sued  to  in  his  extremity,  now  hb 
prosperity  hath  forgotten.  Carnal  hearts,  when  need 
drives  them,  can  think  of  God  and  his  prophet ;  when 
their  turn  is  served,  can  as  utterly  neglect  them,  as 
if  they  were  not. 

Yet  cannot  good  Elisha  repay  neglect  and  foiget- 
iulness.  He  listens  what  is  done  at  the  court,  and 
finding  the  distress  of  his  eoverei^,  proffers  that 
service  which  should  have  been  required ;  "  Wherefore 
haat  thou  rent  thy  clothes  1  Let  him  come  now  to 
me,  and  he  shall  know  that  there  is  a  prophet  in 
IsraeL"  It  was  no  small  &ight  from  which  Elisha 
delivers  his  king.  Jehoram  was  in  awe  of  the  Syrians 
ever  since  their  late  victory,  wherein  his  father  Ahab 
was  slain,  Israel  and  Judan  discomfited :  nothing  was 
more  dreadful  to  him  than  the  frowns  of  these  Aram- 
ites.  The  quarrel  which  he  suspected  to  be  hatched 
by  them,  is  cleared  by  Elisha ;  their  leper  shall  be 
healed ;  both  they  and  Israel  shall  know  they  have 
neglected  a  Gkid  whose  prophet  can  do  wonders. 
If  any  eyes,  doubtless,  are  fastened  upon  the  issue  of 
this  message.  But  what  state  is  this  that  Elisha  takes 
upon  him !  he  doth  not  say,  "  I  vrill  come  to  him ;" 
but,  "  Let  him  come  now  to  me."  The  three  kings 
came  down  once  to  his  tent ;  it  is  no  marvel  if  he  pre- 
vent not  the  journey  of  a  Syrian  courtier.  It  well 
beseems  him  that  will  be  a  suitor  for  &vour,  to  be 
obsequious :  we  may  not  stand  upon  terms  of  our 
labour  or  dignity,  where  we  expect  a  benefit.  Naaman 
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comes  richly  attended  witli  his  troops  of  servants  and 
horses,  and  waits  in  his  chaiiot  at  the  door  of  a  prophet. 
I  do  not  hear  Elisha  call  him  in ;  for  though  ne  were 
great,  yet  he  was  leprous ;  neither  do  I  see  Elisha 
come  forth  to  him,  and  receive  him  with  such  outward 
courtesies,  as  might  be  fit  for  an  honourable  stranger ; 
for  in  those  rich  clothes  the  prophet  saw  an  Aramite, 
and,  perhaps,  some  tincture  of  tne  late  shed  blood  of 
Israel.  Hather,  that  he  might  make  a  perfect  trial  of 
the  humility  of  that  man  whom  he  means  to  gratify 
uid  honour,  after  some  short  attendance  at  his  door, 
he  sends  his  servant  with  a  mesei^e  to  that  peer,  who 
could  not  but  think  the  meanest  of  his  retinue  a  better 
man  than  Gehazi's  master. 

What  could  the  prophet  have  done  other  to  the 
lacquey  of  Naaman's  man  1  He  that  would  be  a  meet 
subject  of  mercy,  must  be  thoroughly  abased  in  his 
own  conceit,  and  must  be  willingly  pliable  to  all  the 
conditions  of  his  humiliation.  Yet,  nad  the  message 
carried  in  it  either  respect  to  the  person,  or  probability 
of  effect,  it  could  not  have  been  unwelcome :  but  now 
it  sounded  of  nothing  but  sullenness  and  unlikelihood ; 
"  60  and  wash  in  Jordan  seven  times,  and  thy  flesh 
shall  come  again  to  thee,  and  thou  shalt  be  clean." 
What  wise  man  could  take  this  for  any  other  than  a 
mere  scorn  and  mockery  ?  "  Go,  wash '."  Alas !  what 
can  water  do  ?  It  can  cleanse  from  filthiness,  not  &om 
leprosy :  and  why  in  Jordan  ?  what  differs  that  from 
other  streams  ?  And  why  just  seven  times  ?  what 
virtue  is  either  in  that  channel,  or  in  that  number ! 
Naaman  can  no  tuore  put  off  nature  than  leprosy.  In 
what  a  chafe  did  he  fling  away  from  the  prophet's  door, 
and  say.  Am  I  come  taus  far  to  fetch  a  flout  from  an 
Israelite  ?  Is  this  the  issue  both  of  my  journey,  and 
the  letters  of  my  king  1  Could  this  prophet  &id  no 
man  to  play  upon  but  Naaman  1  Had  he  meant  seri- 
ously, why  did  he  think  himself  too  good  to  come  forth 
unto  me  ?  Why  did  he  not  touch  me  with  his  hand,  and 
bless  me  with  his  prayers,  and  ciire  me  with  his  bless- 
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ing  ?  Is  my  misory  fit  for  his  derision  ?  If  water 
could  do  it,  what  needed  I  to  come  ao  Ear  for  this 
remedy  ?  Have  I  not  oft  done  tlius  in  vain  ?  Have 
we  not  better  streams  at  home,  than  any  Israel  eaa 
afford?  "Are  not  Abana  and  Pharoar,  rivera  of 
Damascus,  better  than  all  the  waters  of  Israel  ?"  Folly 
and  pride  strive  for  place  in  a  natural  heart,  and  it  is 
hard  to  say  whether  is  more  predominant ;  folly  in 
measuring  the  power  of  Gfod's  ordinances  by  the  rule 
of  human  discourse  and  ordinary  event ;  pride,  in  a 
scornful  valuation  of  the  institutions  of  God,  in  com- 
parison of  our  own  devices.  "  Abana  and  Pharpar," 
two  for  one ;  "  rivers,"  not  waters ;  "  of  Damascus," 
a  stately  citj[  and  incomparable ;  are  they  not  ?  who 
dares  deny  it?  "better,"  not  as  good;  "than  the 
waters,"  not  the  rivers ;  "  all  the  waters,"  Jordan  and 
all  the  rest ;  "  of  Israel,"  a  beggarly  region  to  Damas- 
cua  Nowhere  shall  we  find  a  truer  pattern  of  the  diBpo- 
sition  of  nature  ;  how  she  is  altogether  led  by  sense 
aad  reason,  how  she  fondly  judges  of  all  objects  by 
the  appearance,  how  she  acquaints  herself  only  wim 
the  common  road  of  God's  proceedings,  how  she  sticks 
to  her  own  principles,  how  she  misconstrues  the  in- 
tentions of  God,  how  she  over-conceits  her  own,  how 
she  disdains  the  mean  conditions  of  others,  how  she 
upbraids  her  opposites  with  the  proud  comparison  of 
her  own  privileges. 

Nature  is  never  but  like  herself  No  marvel,  if 
carnal  minds  despise  the  foolishness  of  preaching,  the 
simplicity  of  sacraments,  the  homeliness  of  ceremonies, 
the  seeming  ineificacy  of  censurea.  These  men  look 
upon  Jordan  with  Syrian  eyes,  one  drop  of  whose 
water,  set  apart  by  Divine  ordination,  hath  more 
virtue  than  all  the  streams  of  Abana  and  Pharpar. 

It  is  a  good  matter  for  a  man  to  be  attended  with 
wise  and  faithiiil  followers.  Many  a  one  hath  had 
better  counsel  from  his  heels,  than  &om  his  elbows. 
Naaman's  servants  were  his  best  Mends  ;  they  came 
to  him  and  spake  to  him,  and  said,  "  ]lf y  father,  if  the 
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prophet  had  bid  thee  do  some  great  thincf,  vouldat 
thou  not  have  done  it !  how  much  rather  then,  when 
be  saith  to  thee,  Wash  and  he  clean  ?"  These  men 
were  servants,  not  of  the  humour,  but  of  the  profit  of 
their  master.  Some  servile  spirits  would  haTe  cared 
only  to  soothe  up,  not  to  benefit  their  governor,  aqd 
would  have  encouraged  his  rage  by  their  own ;  Sir, 
will  you  take  this  at  the  hand  of  a  base  fellow !  was 
ever  man  thus  flouted  ?  will  you  let  him  carry  it  away 
thus  ?  Is  any  harmless  anger  sufficient  revenge  for 
such  an  insolence  i  Give  us  leave  at  least  to  pull  him 
out  by  the  ears,  and  force  him  to  do  that  by  violence, 
which  he  would  not  do  out  of  good  manners :  let  our 
fingers  teach  this  saucy  prophet  what  it  is  to  offer  an 
afiront  to  a  prince  of  ^yria.  But  these  men  loved 
more  their  master's  health  than  his  passion ;  and  had 
rather  therefore  to  advise,  than  flatter ;  to  draw  him 
to  good,  than  follow  him  to  evil :  ranee  it  was  a  prophet 
from  whom  he  received  this  prescription,  they  persuade 
him  not  to  despise  it ;  intimating  there  could  be  no 
&ult  in  the  elightness  of  the  receipt,  so  long  as  there 
w&B  no  defect  of  power  in  the  commander ;  that  thp 
virtue  of  the  cure  should  he  in  his  obedience,  not  in 
the  nature  of  the  remedy.  They  persuade  and  prevail 
Next  to  the  prophet,  Naaman  may  thank  his  servants 
that  he  is  not  a  leper.  He  goes  down,  upon  their  en- 
treaty, and  dips  seven  times  in  Jordan ;  his  flesD  riseth, 
his  leprosy  vanisheth.  Not  the  unjust  fiuy  and  techi- 
nesB  of  the  patient  shall  cross  the  cure ;  lest,  while 
God  is  severe,  the  prophet  should  be  discredited  Long 
enough  might  Naaman  have  washed  there  in  vain,  if 
Elisha  had  not  sent  him.  Many  a  leper  hath  bathed 
in  that  stream,  and  hath  come  forth  no  less  impure. 
It  is  the  word,  the  ordinance  of  the  Almighty  which 
puts  efficacy  into  those  means,  which  of  themselves 
are  both  impotent  and  improbable.  What  can  our 
font  do  to  the  washing  away  of  sin  ?  If  God'*  insti- 
tution ehaU  put  virtue  into  our  Jordan,  it  shall  scour 
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off  the  spiritual  leprosies  of  our  hearts,  and  shall  more 
cure  the  soul  than  cleaDse  the  face. 

How  jojiul  is  Naaman  to  see  this  change  of  his 
skin,  this  renovation  of  his  flesh,  of  his  life !  Never 
did  his  heart  And  such  warmth  of  inward  gladness,  as 
in  this  stream. 

Upon  the  sight  of  his  recovery,  he  doth  not  post 
home  to  the  court,  or  to  his  family,  to  call  for  witnes- 
ses, for  partners  of  his  joy,  but  thankfully  returns  to 
the  prophet,  by  whose  means  he  received  this  mercy : 
he  cornea  Imck  with  more  contentment  than  he  de- 
parted with  rage.  Now  will  the  man  of  God  be  seen 
of  that  recovered  Syrian,  whom  he  would  not  see 
leprous :  his  presence  shall  be  yielded  to  the  gratuW 
tion,  which  was  not  yielded  to  the  suit.  Purposely 
did  Eliaha  forbear  before,  that  he  might  share  no  mrt 
of  the  praise  of  this  work  with  hia  Maker,  that  Qod 
might  be  so  much  more  magnified,  ae  the  means  were 
more  weak  and  despicable.  The  miracle  hath  its  due 
werk  First  doth  Naaman  acknowledge  the  God  that 
wrought  it ;  then,  the  prophet  by  whom  he  wrought 
it.  "  Behold,  now  I  know  there  is  no  god  in  all  the 
earth,  but  in  Israel,"  0  happy  Syrian,  that  was  at 
once  cured  of  his  leprosy,  ana  his  misprision  of  Gh>d .' 
Naaman  was  too  wise  to  think  that  either  the  water 
had  cured  him  or  the  man ;  he  saw  a  divine  power 
working  in  both,  such  as  he  vainly  sought  from  his 
heathen  deities ;  with  the  heart  therefore  he  believes, 
with  the  mouth  he  confessea 

While  he  is  thus  thankful  to  the  Author  of  his  cure, 
he  is  not  unmindful  of  the  instrument.  "  Now  there- 
fore, I  pray  thee,  take  a  blessing  of  thy  servant." 
Naaman  came  richly  furnished  with  ten  talents  of 
silver,  six  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  ten  changes  of  rai- 
ment :  all  these,  and  many  more,  would  the  Syrian 
peer  have  gladly  given  to  be  delivered  from  so  noisome 
a  disease ;  no  marvel  if  he  importunately  offer  some 
part  of  them  to  the  prophet,  now  that  he  is  delivered ; 
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some  testimony  of  thankfiilnesa  did  well,  where  all 
earthly  recompenee  was  too  Bhort.  The  hands  of  this 
man  were  no  leBs  fiill  of  thanks  than  his  mouth.  Xhy 
and  barren  professions  of  om*  oblieatione,  where  is 
power  to  requite,  are  unfit  for  noble  and  ingenuous 
spirita 

Naaman  is  not  more  frank  in  olfering  his  »atuity, 
than  EHisha  vehement  in  refusing  it :  "As  the  Lord 
liveth,  before  whom  I  stand,  I  wiU  receive  none."  Not 
that  he  thought  the  Syrian  gold  impure ;  nOt  that  he 
thought  it  unlaw&l  to  take  up  a  gift  where  be  hath 
l^d  down  a  benefit :  but  the  prophet  will  remit  of 
Kaaman's  purse,  that  he  may  win  of  his  soul.  -The 
man  of  God  would  have  his  new  convert  see  cause  to 
be  more  enamoured  of  true  piety,  which  teacheth  her 
clients  to  contemn  those  worldly  riches  and  glories 
which  base  worldlings  adore,  and  would  have  him 
think  that  these  miraculous  powers  are  so  &r  trans- 
cending the  valuation  of  all  earthly  pelf,  that  those 
glittering  treasures  are  worthy  of  nothing  but  con- 
tempt, in  respect  thereof  Hence  is  it,  that  he  who 
refused  not  the  Shunammite's  table,  and  stool,  and 
candlestick,  will  not  take  Naaman's  present.  There 
is  much  use  of  godly  discretion  in  directing  us  when 
to  open,  when  to  shut  our  hands. 

He  that  will  not  be  allowed  to  give,  desires  yet  to 
take.  "  Shall  there  not,  I  pray  thee,  be  given  to  thy 
servant  two  mules'  load  of^  earth  ?  For  thy  servant 
will  henceforth  offer  neither  bumt-offering  nor  sacri- 
fice to  other  gods,  but  unto  the  Lord."  Israelitisb 
mould  lay  <^en  to  his  carriage,  without  leave  of 
Elisha ;  but  Naaman  regards  not  to  take  it,  unless  it 
may  be  given  him,  and  given  him  by  the  prophet's 
hand.  Well  did  this  Syrian  find  that  the  man  of 
God  had  given  a  supernatural  virtue  to  the  water  of 
Israel ;  and  therefore  supposed  he  might  give  the 
like  to  his  earth  ;  neither  would  any  earth  serve  him 
but  Elisba's,  else  the  mould  of  Israel  had  been  more 
properly  craved  of  the  king,  than  the  prophet  of  Israel 
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Doubtless  it  was  devotion  that  moved  this  mit. 
The  Syrian  s&w  God  had  a  propriety  in  Israel,  and 
imagines  that  he  will  be  best  pleased  with  his  own. 
On  the  sudden  was  Naaman  half  a  p'oselyte ;  still 
here  was  a  weak  knowledge  with  strong  intentions : 
he  will  sacrifice  to  the  Lord,  but  where  ?  In  Syria, 
not  in  Jerusalem :  not  the  mould,  but  the  altar  is 
that  which  Qoi  respects,  which  he  hath  allowed 
nowhere  but  in  his  chosen  Sion.  This  honest  Syrian 
win  be  removing  God  home  to  his  country ;  he  should 
have  resolved  to  remove  his  home  to  God:  and 
though  he  vows  to  offer  no  sacrifice  to  any  other  god, 
yet  he  craves  leave  to  offer  an  outward  courtesy  to 
Eimmon,  though  not  for  the  idol's  sake,  yet  for  his 
master's.  "In  this  thing  the  Lord  pardon  thy  ser- 
vant, that  when  my  master  goeth  into  the  house  of 
Himmon  to  worship  there,  and  be  leaneth  on  my 
hand,  and  I  how  myself  in  the  house  of  Rimmon,  the 
Lord  pardon  thy  servant  in  this  thing."  Naaman 
goes  away  resolute  to  profess  himself  an  Israelite  for 
religion;  all  the  Syrian  court  shall  know  that  he 
sacrifices  upon  Israelitish  earth  to  the  God  of  Israel ; 
they  shall  near  him  protest  to  have  neither  heart  nor 
knee  for  Rimmon.  If  he  must  go  into  the  house  of 
Ifaat  idol,  it  shall  be  as  a  servant,  not  as  a  supplicant ; 
his  duty  to  his  maater  shall  cany  him,  not  nis  devo- 
tion to  his  master's  god ;  if  his  master  go  to  worship 
there,  not  he ;  neither  doth  he  say,  "When  I  bow 
myself  to  the  image  of  Himmon,  but^  in  the  house :" 
he  shall  bow  to  be  leaned  upon,  not  to  adore  :  yet 
had  not  Naaman  thought  this  a  &ult,  he  had  not 
CriiTed  a  pardon :  his  heart  told  him,  that  a  perfect 
convert  should  not  have  abided  the  roof,  the  sight, 
the  air  of  Simmon ;  that  his  observance  of  an  eardily 
master  should  not  draw  him  to  the  semblance  of  an 
act  of  outward  observance  to  the  rival  of  his  Master 
in  heaven ;  that  a  sincere  detestation  of  idolatry 
could  not  stand  with  so  unseasonable  a  courtesy. 

Par  therefore  is  Naaman  from  being  a  pattern. 
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save  of  weakness ;  mtice  he  is  yet  mora  than  half  a 
Syrian ;  eonce  he  Tillinglj  accuses  himself,  and,  instead 
of  defending,  deprecates  his  offence.  It  is  not  for  us 
to  expect  a  full  stature  in  the  cradle  of  conversion. 
As  nature,  so  grace  rises,  by  many  degrees,  to  perfec- 
tion. Leprosy  was  in  Naaman  cared  at  once,  not 
corruption. 

The  prophet,  as  glad  to  see  him  but  thus  forward, 
dismisBes  him  with  a  civil  valediction.  Had  an 
Israelite  made  this  suit,  he  had  been  answered  with 
a  check.  Thus  much  from  a  Syrian  was  worthy  a 
kind  forewell ;  they  are  parted. 

Qehazi  cuinot  thus  take  his  leaVe ;  his  heart  is 
mailed  up  in  the  rich  chests  of  Naaman,  and  now  he 
goes  to  fetch  it  The  prophet  and  his  man  had  not 
looked  with  the  same  eyes  upon  the  Syrian  treasure ; 
the  one  with  the  eye  of  contempt,  the  other  with  the 
eye  of  admiration,  and  covetous  desire.  The  disposi- 
tion of  the  master  may  not  be  measured  by  the  mind, 
by  the  a€t  of  his  servant.  Holy  Elisha  may  be 
attended  by  a  false  Gehazi :  no  examples,  no  counsels 
will  prevail  with  some  hearts.  Who  would  not  have 
thought,  that  the  follower  of  Elisha  could  be  no  other 
than  a  saint  ?  Yet,  after  the  view  of  all  those 
miracles,  this  man  is  a  mirror  of  worldlinesa.  He 
thinks  hie  master  either  too  simple,  or  too  kind,  to 
revise  so  just  a  present  from  a  Syrian  ;  himself  will 
be  more  wise,  more  irug&l.  Desire  hastens  his  pace ; 
he  doth  not  go,  but  run  after  his  booty :  Naaman  sees 
him,  and,  as  true  nobleness  is  ever  courteous,  alights 
from  his  chariot  to  meet  him.  The  great  Lord  of 
Syria  comes  forth  of  his  coach  to  salute  a  prophet's 
servant;  not  fearing  that  he  can  humble  bimseif 
overmuch  to  one  of  Elisha's  family.  He  greets  Ge- 
ha^  with  the  same  word  wherewith  he  was  lately 
demitted  by  his  master ;  "  Is  it  peace  V  So  sudden 
a  messen^r  might  seem  to  argue  some  change.  He 
soon  receives  from  the  breathless  bearer  news  of  his 
tiBSter'a  health  and  request :  "  all  is  well ;  my  master 
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hath  sent  gte,  saying,  Behold,  even  now  there  be 
come  to  me,  from  Mount  Ephraim,  two  young  men  of 
the  sons  of  the  prophets :  give  them,  I  pray  thee,  a 
talent  ofsilver,  and  two  changea  of  gannents."  Had 
Gehazi  craved  a  reward  in  his  own  name,  calling  for 
the  fee  of  the  prophet's  serTi.nt,  as  the  gain,  so  the 
offence  had  been  the  less ;  now,  reaching  at  a  greater 
Bum,  he  beliea  his  master,  robs  N^aaman,  burdens  his 
own  soul.  What  a  sound  tale  hath  the  craft  of  Ge- 
hazd  devised  of  the  number,  the  place,  the  quality,  the 
age  of  his  master's  guests,  that  he  might  set  a  fair 
colour  upon  that  pretended  request ;  so  proportioning 
the  value  of  hia  demand,  as  might  both  enrich  himself 
and  yet  well  stand  with  the  moderation  of  his  master! 
Love  of  money  can  never  keep  good  quarter  with 
honesty,  with  mnocence.  Covetousness  never  lodged 
in  the  heart  alone  ;  if  it  find  not,  it  will  breed  wick- 
edness. What  a  mint  of  fraud  there  is  in  a  worldly 
breast !  how  readily  can  it  coin  subtile  falsehood  for 
an  advantage! 

How  thankfully  liberal  was  this  noble  Syiian  I 
Gehazi  could  not  be  more  eager  in  taking,  than  he 
was  in  giving ;  as  glad  of  ao  happy  an  occasion  of 
leaving  any  piece  of  his  treasure  behind  him,  ho 
forces  two  talents  upon  the  servant  of  Elisha,  and 
binds  them  in  two  hags,  and  lays  them  upon  two  of 
his  own  servants ;  his  own  train  shall  yield  porters 
to  Gehazi.  Cheerfulness  is  the  just  praise  of  our 
beneficence.  Bountiful  minds  are  aa  zealous  in  over- 
paying good  turns,  aa  the  niggardly  are  in  scanting 
retributions. 

What  projects  do  we  think  Geha^  had  all  the  way? 
how  did  he  please  himself  with  the  waking  dreams  of 
purchases,  of  traffic,  of  jollity !  and  now  when  they 
are  come  to  the  tower,  he  gladly  disburdens  and  dis- 
misses his  two  Syrian  attendants,  and  hides  thdr 
load,  and  wipea  his  mouth,  and  stands  boldly  before 
that  master  whom  he  had  so  foully  abused.  0  Ge- 
hazi, where  didst  thou  think  God  was  thia  while} 
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Couldst  thou  thus  long  pour  water  upon  (be  hands  of 
Elisha,  and  be  either  ignorant  or  regardless  of  that 
undeceivable  eye  of  Providence,  whi<3i  was  ever  fiied 
upon  th;  hands,  thy  tongue,  thy  heart  t  coiildst  thou 
thus  lu)pe  to  hlind  the  eyes  of  a  seer  7  Hear  then 
thy  indictment,  thy  aebtence,  from  him  whom  thou 
thoughtest  to  have  mocked  with  thy  concealment ; 
"  Whence  comest  thou  Gehazi  ?"  "  Thy  servant  went 
no  whither."  He  that  had  begun  a  he  to  Kaaman, 
ends  it  to  hie  master:  whoso  lets  his  tongue  once 
loose  to  a  wilful  untruth,  soon  grows  impudent  in 
mnltiphing  felsehoods.  Of  what  metal  is  the  fore- 
head of  that  man,  that  dares  lie  to  a  wophet?  what 
is  this  but  to  out-face  the  senses  ?  "  w  ent  not  my 
heart  with  thee,  when  the  man  turned  again  from  his 
chariot  to  meet  thee  ¥'  Didst  thou  not  tul  now  know, 
0  Gehazi,  that  prophets  have  spiritual  eyes,  which 
are  not  confined  to  bodily  prospects  ?  didst  thou  not 
know  that  their  hearts  were  ofien  where  they  were 
not?  didst  thou  not  know  that  thy  secretest  ways 
were  overlooked  by  invisible  witnesses!  Hear  then 
and  he  convinced:  hither  thou  wentest,  thus  thou 
aaidst,  thus  thou  didst,  thus  thou  spedst.  What 
answer  was  now  here  but  confusion  ?  Miserable  Ge- 
hazi >  how  didst  thou  stand  pale  and  trembling  before 
the  dreadful  tribunal  of  thy  severe  master,  looking 
for  the  woM  sentence  of  some  grievous  judgment  for 
80  heinous  an  offence!  "Is  this  a  time  to  receive 
money,  and  to  receive  garments,  and  (which  thou 
hadst  already  purchased  in  thy  conceit)  olive-yards, 
and  vineyards,  and  she^,  and  oxen,  and  men-servants, 
and  maid-servants  ?"  Did  my  mouth  refuse,  that  thy 
hands  might  take  ?  Was  I  so  careful  to  win  honour 
to  my  God,  and  credit  to  my  profession,  by  denvinif 
these  Syrian  presents,  that  thou  mightest  dash  both 
in  receiving  them  7  Was  there  no  way  to  enrich  thy- 
self but  by  belying  thy  master,  by  disparaging  this 
holy  function  in  the  eyes  of  a  new  convert  ?  Since 
thou  wouldst  needs,  therefore,  take  part  of  Naaman'a 
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treasure,  tajce  part  with  him  in  his  leprosy ;  "  The 
leproBy  of  Naaman  shall  cleave  unto  thee,  and  unto 
thy  8©ed  for  ever,"  Oh  heavy  talenta  of  Gehaa  f  Oh 
the  horror  of  this  one  unchangeable  -suit^  which  shall 
never  be  but  loathsomely  white,  noiaomely  ui^lean ! 
How  much  better  had  been"  a  light  purse  and  a 
homely  coat,  with  a  sound  body,  a  clear  soul '.  Too 
late  doth  that  wretched  man  now  find  that  he  hath 
loaded  himself  with  a  curse,  that  he  hath  clad  himself 
with  shame :  his  an  shall  be  read  ever  in  his  face,  in 
his  seed :  all  passengers,  all  posterities  shall  now  say, 
Behold  the  characters  of  G-ehazi'e  covetouaness,  fraud, 
sacrilege !  The  a»^  overtakes  the  word :  "  He  went 
out  of  his  presence  a  leper  as  white  as  snow."  It  is 
a  woful  exchange  that  Q«hazi  haih  made  with  Naa- 
man ;  Naaman  came  a  leper,  returned  a  disciple ; 
Gehajn  came  a  disciple,  returned  s  leper:  Natunan 
left  behind  both  his  oisease  and  his  money ;  G-ehazi 
takes  up  both  his  money  and  his  diseasa  Now  shall 
G«hazi  never  look  upon  himself  but  he  shall  think 
of  Naaman,  whose  skin  is  transferred  upon  him  with 
those  talents,  and  shall  wear  out  the  rest  of  his  days 
in  shame,  and  pain,  and  sorrow.  His  tears  may  wa^ 
off  the  guilt  of  his  sin  ;  shall  not,  like  another  Jordui, 
wash  off  his  leprosy ;  that  shall  ever  remain  as  an 
hereditary  mcmument  of  Divine  severity.  This  s(ai 
of  the  prophet  shall  more  loudly  and  uvely  preach 
the  justice  of  Grod  by  Ms  &ce,  than  others  by  their 
tongua  Happy  was  it  for  him,  if,  while  his  skin  was 
' '  snow-white  with  leprosy,  his  humbled  soul  was  washed 
white  as  snow  with  the  water  of  true  repeiUanoe. 
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Tbekb  was  no  loss  of  Gehasi ;  when  he  was  gotie  the 
prophets  increased ;  an  ill  man  in  the  church  is  hut 
like  SOUK  shrubby  tree  in  a  garden,  whose  shade  keeps 
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better  pkntB  from  crowing :  a  blank  dotli  better  ia  a 
room  than  an  ill  filling,  [fiie  view  of  Grod's  jitst  judg- 
ments doth  mtherdraw  clients  unto  him,  than  alienate 
them.  The  tings  of  Israel  had  succeeded  in  idolatiy 
and  hate  of  sincere  religion,  yet  the  prophets  multiply : 
persecution  enlai^th  the  bounda  of  the  church.  These 
very  tempestuous  showers  bring  up  flowers  and  herbs 
in  abundance.  TherS  would  have  been  neither  so 
many,  nor  so  zealous  prophets  in  the  languisbment  of 
peace.  Besides,  what  marvel  is  it,  if  the  immediate 
succession  of  two  such  noble  leaders,  as  Elijah  and 
Elisha,  established  toid  augmented  religion,  and  bred 
multitudes  of  prophets  ?  Rather  who  cannot  marvel, 
upon  the  knowledge  of  all  their  mira/des,  that  all 
Israel  did  not  pro;pheey  ?  It  is  a  good  hearing  that 
the  prophets  want  elbow^m>m,  out  of  their  store,  not 
out  of  the  envy  of  neighboure,  or  incompetency  of 
provision :  where  vision  &ils,  the  people  perish ;  niey 
are  blessed  wi^e  it  abounds. 

When  they  found  themselves  straitened,  they  did 
not  presiime  to  carve  for  themselves,  but  they  craved 
the  leave,  the  counsel  of  Eliaha ;  "  Let  us  go,  we  pray 
thee,  unto  Jordan,  andtake  thence  every  man  a  boam, 
and  let  us  make  a  place  wlierewe  may  dwell :  and  he 
answered,  (70  je."  It  well  becomes  the  sobs  tjf  the 
prophets  to  enterprise  nothing  without  the  allowance 
of  tneir  superiors.  Here  was  a  building  towards,' none 
of  the  ouriousest ;  I  do  not  see  them  making  ^eans 
JOT-  the  procurem^it  of  some  cunning  artificers,  nor  for 
the  conquisition  of  3<Hae  costly  marbles  and  cedars,  ' 
but  every  man  shall  hew  and  square,  and  trame  his  * 
own  beam.  No  nice  terms  were  stood  upon  by  these 
eons  of  the  pro[dietB ;  their  thoughts  were  fixed  upon 
the  perfection  of  a  spiritual  bmlding ;  as  a  homely 
roof  may  serve  them,  so  their  own  Irands  shall  r^se 
it.  The  fingers  of  these  contemplative  men  did  not 
stora.  the  axe,  and  mallet,  and  chisel :  it  was  better 
being  there  than  in  Obadiah's  cave ;  and  th^,  that 
dwell  now  contentedly  under  rude  sticks,  will  not  re- 


288  BLISHA    RAISINQ   THE   iBON,  [bOOK  ZIX. 

fiise  the  squared  stones,  and  polished  contignaticfos  of 
better  times.  They  shall  be  ill  teachers  of  others, 
that  have  not  learned  both  to  want,  and  to  abound. 

The  master  of  this  sacred  society^  Elisha,  is  not 
stately,  nor  austere ;  be  gives  not  only  pa^s^e^to  this 
motion  of  his  collegiates,  but  assistance.  It* was  fit 
the  sons  of  the  prophets  should  have  convenience  of 
dwelling,  though  not  pomp,  ndt  costlinesa  They  fiiU 
to  their  work ;  no  man  goes  sUckly  about  the  build- 
ing of  his  own  house.  One  of  tbem,  more  regarding 
the  tree  than  the  tool,  lets  &11  the  head  of  the  axe 
into  the  river :  poor  men  are  sensible  of  small  losses : 
he  makes  his  moan  to  Elisha,  "  Alas,  master,  for  it 
vae  borrowed."  Had  the  axe  been  his  own,  the  trouble 
bad  been  the  less  to  forego  it ;  therefore^oth  the  mis- 
carriage afflict  him,  because  it  was  of  a  borrowed  axe. 
Honest  minds  are  most  careful  of  what  they  have  by 
loan  than  by  propriety.  In  lending  there  is  a  trust, 
which  a  good  heart  cannot  disappomt  without  vexa^ 
tion,  Mas !  poor  novices  of  the  prophet,  they  would 
be  building,  and  were  not  worth  iheir  axes ;  if  they 
would  give  their  labour,  they  mus^  borrow  their  in- 
struments. 

Their  wealth  was -spiritual ;  outward  poverty  may 
well  stand  with  inwiud  Hchcs ;  he  is  nch,  not  that 
hath  the  world,  but  that  can  contemn  it 

Elisha  loves  and  cherishes  this  just  simplicity; 
rather  will  he  work  a  miracle  than  a  borrowed  axe 
shall  not  be  restored.  It  might  easily  be  im^pned, 
he  that  could  raise  up  the  iron  out  of  the  bottom  of 
the  water,  could  tell  where  it  fell  in ;  yet  even  that 
powerful  hand  calls  for  direction.  In  this  one  point 
the  SOD  of  the  prophet  knows  more  than  Elisha.  The 
notice  of  particularities  is  neither  fit  for  a  creature, 
nor  communicable :  a  mean  man  may  best  know  his 
own  case:  this  novice  better  knows  where  his  axe 
fell,  than  his  master ;  his  master  knows  better  how  to 
get  it  out  than  he.  There  is  no  reason  to  be  given  of 
supernatural  actions :  the  prophet  borrows  an  axe,  to 
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cut  a  helve  for  the  lost  axe ;  why  did  he  not  make 
use  of  that  handle  which  had  cast  the  head  ?  Did  he 
hold  it  unworthy  of  respect,  for  that  it  had  ahandoned 
the  UHttal  wherewith  it  was  trusted  ?  or  did  he  make 
choice  of  a  new  stick,  that  the  miracle  might  be  the 
more  clear  and  unquestionable  ?  Divine  power  goes 
a  contraiy  way  to  art ;  we  first  would  have  procured 
the  head  of  the  axe,  and  then  would  have  fittM  it  with 
a  helve :  Elisha  fits  the  head  to  the  helve,  and  causeth 
the  wood,  wlich  was  light,  and  knew  not  how  to  sink, 
to  fetch  up  the  iron,  wnidi  was  heavy,  and  naturally 
incapable  of  supematation.  Whether  the  metal  were 
stripped  of  the  natural  weight,  by  the  same  power 
which  gave  it  being,  or  whether  retaining  the  wonted 
poise,  it  was  raised  up  Wy  som^i^iritual  operation,  I 
inquire  not ;  only  I  see  it  swim  like  cork  upon  the 
stream  of  Jo|dan,  and  move  towards  the  hand  that 
lost  it.  What  creature  is  not  willing  to  put  off  the 
properties  of  nature,  at  the  command  of  the  GKkI  of 
nature  i  0  God,  how  easy  is  it  for  thee,  when  this 
hard  and  heavy  heart  of  mine  is  sunk  down  into  the 
mud  (^  the  world,  to'fetch  it  iip  af^ain  by  thy  mighty 
word,  and  cai;ise  it  to  float  upon  the  streams  of  life, 
and  to  see  the  face  of  heaven  a^in ! 

Yet  still  do  the  sidt^  of  Israel  complain  of  the  thorns 
of  Aram :  the  children  of  Ahah  rue  their  father's  un- 
just mercy.  From  an  enemy,  it  is  no  making  question 
whether  of  strength  or  wile.  The  king  of  Syria  coft- 
sults  with  his  servants,  where  to  encamp  for  his 
greatest  advant^e ;  their  opinion  is  not  more  required 
than  their  secrecy.  Elisha  is  a  thousand  scouts ;  he 
sends  word  to  the  king  of  Israel  of  the  projects,  of  the 
removes  of  his  enemy :  more  than  once  had  Jehoram 
saved  both  his  life  and  his  host  by  these  close  admo- 
nitions :  it  is  well,  that  in  something  yet  a  prophet 
may  be  obeyed.  What  strange  state-service  waa  this 
which  Elislm  did,  besides  the  spiritual  t  The  king, 
the  people  of  Israel  owe  themselves,  and  their  safety, 
to  a  despised  prophet    The  man  of  God  knew,  and 
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felt  them  idolaters ;  yet  how  carefiil  and  vigilant  is 
he  for  their  roscue :  if  they  were  bad,  yet  they  were 
hiB  own  ;  if  they  were  bad,  yet  not  all ;  Grod  had  his 
numbet  amongst  their  worst.  If  they  were  bad,  yet 
the  Syrians  were  worse.  The  Israelites  mis-worshipped 
the  true  God,  the  Syrians  worshipped  a  false ;  that,  if 
it  were  possible,  he  mieht  win  them,  he  will  preserve 
them  ;  and,  if  they  will  needs  be  wanting  to  God,  yet 
Elisha  will  not  be  wanting  to  them.  iSieir  impiety 
shall  not  make  him  undutiful. 

There  cannot  be  a  juster  cause  of  displeasure,  than 
the  disclosing  of  those  secret  counsels  which  are  laid 
up  in  our  ear,  in  our  breast.  The  king  of  Syria,  not 
without  reason,  stomachs  this  supposed  treacbeir. 
What  prince  can  be^r,  that  an  adverse  power  should 
have  a  party,  a  pensionary  in  his  own  court  ?  How 
famous  was  Elisha  even  in  foreign  regions !  Besides 
Naaman,  others  of  the  Syrian  nobility  take  notice  of 
the  miraculous  faculties  of  this  prophet  of  Israel  He 
is  accused  for  this  s^ret  intelligflBce.  No  words  can 
escape  him,  though  spoken  in  the  bftd-chamber.  O 
Syrian !  whosoever  thou  wert,  thou  saidst  not  enough : 
if  thy  master  do  but  whisper  in  thine  ear ;  if  he 
smother  his  words  within  his  own  lips ;  if  he  do  but 
speak  within  his  own  bosom,  EJisha  knows  it  from  an 
in&llible  information.  What  counsel  is  it,  0  God,  that 
can  be  hid  from  thee  ?  what  counsel  is  it  that  thou 
wilt  hide  from  thy  aeer  ?  Even  this  very  word  that 
accuseth  the  prophet,  is  known  to  the  accused.  He 
hears  this  tale  while  it  is  in  telling ;  he  hears  the  plot 
for  his  apprehension.  How  ill  do  the  projects  of  wicked 
men  hang  together!  They  that  confess  Elisha  knows 
their  secretest  words,  do  yet  confer  to  take  him.  There 
are  spies  upon  him,  whose  espials  have  moved  their 
anger  and  admiration.  He  is  described  to  be  in  Dothan, 
a  small  town  of  Manasseh.  A  whole  army  is  sent 
thither  to  surprise  him :  the  opportunity  of  the  night 
is  chosen  for  the  exploit.  There  shall  be  no  want 
either  in  the  number,  or  valour,  or  secrecy  of  these 
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conspired  troops :  and  now,  when  they  have  fiilly  girt 
in  the  village  with  a  strong  and  esquisite  siege,  they 
make  themselveB  sure  of  Elisha,  and  please  them- 
selves to  think  how  they  have  encaged  the  miserable 
prophet ;  how  they  should  take  him  at  unawares  in 
his  oed,  in  the  midst  of  a  secure  dream  ;  how  they 
should  can?  him  fettered  to  their  king  ;  what  thanks 
thCT  should  have  for  so  welcome  a  pnsoner. 

The  successor  of  Gehazi  riseth  early  in  the  morning, 
and  seeth  all  the  citj?  encompassed  with  a  fearful  host 
of  foot,  horse,  chariots ;  his  eyes  could  meeir  with 
nothing  but  woods  of  pikes,  and  walls  of  harness,  and 
lustre  of  metals ;  and  now  he  runs  in  affrighted  to  his 
master,  "  Alas,  my  master,  what  shall  we  do  T'  He  had 
day  enough  to  see  they  were  enemies  that  environed 
them,  to  see  himself  helpless  and  desperate ;  and  hath 
oidy  so  much  life  left  in  him  as  to  lament  himself  to 
the  partner  of  his  misery.  He  cannot  flee  from  his 
new  master,  if  he  would ;  he  runs  to  him  with  a  woful 
clamour,  "Alas,  my  master,  what  shall  we  do?" 

Oh  the  undaimted  courage  of  faith !  Elisha  sees  all 
this,  and  sits  in  his  chamber  so  secure,  as  if  these  had 
only  been  the  guard  of  Israel  for  hia  safe  protection. 
It  is  a  hard  precept  that  he  gives  his  servant,  "  Fear 
not."  As  weU  might  he  have  bid  him  not  to  see  when 
he  saw,  as  not  to  fear  when  he  saw  so  dreadfiil  a 
spectacle.  The  operations  of  the  senses  are  no  less 
certain  than  those  of  the  affections,  where  the  objects 
are  no  less  proper.  But  the  task  is  easy,  if  the  next 
word  may  find  belief,  "For  there  are  more  with  us 
than   with   them."      Multitude  and  other  outward 

Jrobabilities,  do  both  lead  the  confidence  of  natural 
earts,  and  fix  it.  It  is  for  none  hut  David  to  say,  "  I 
will  not  be  afraid  of  ten  thousands  of  people,  that 
have  set  themselves  against  me  round  about."  Flesh 
and  blood  riseth  and  falleth,  according  to  the  propoi^ 
tion  of  the  strength  or  weakness  of  apparent  means. 

Ehsha's  man  looked  about  him  ;  yet  his  master 

prays,  "  Lord,  open  his  eyes  that  he  may  see."    Na- 
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turally  we  see  not  while  we  do  see ;  everything  is  ao 
seen  aa  it  is :  bodily  eyes  discern  bodily  objects,  only 
spiritual  can  see  the  things  of  God :  some  men  want 
lioth  eyes  and  ligbi  Elisha's  servant  had  eyes, 
wanted  illumination  :  no  sooner  were  his  eyes  open, 
than  he  saw  the  mountain  full  of  horses  and  chariots 
of  fire  round  about  Elisha.  They  were  there  before ; 
neither  doth  Elishs  pray  that  those  troops  may  be 
gathered,  but  that  they  may  be  seen :  not  till  now 
were  they  descried.  Invisible  armies  s^ard  the  ser- 
vant* of  God,  while  they  aeem  most  forsfXen  of  earthly 
aid,  most  exposed  to  certain  dangers.  If  the  eyes  of 
our  faith  be  as  open  as  those  of  our  sense,  to  see 
angels  as  well  as  Syrians,  we  cannot  be  appalled  with 
the  most  unequal  terms  pf  hostility.  Those  blessed 
spirits  are  ready  either  to  rescue  our  bodies,  or  to 
carry  up  our  souls  to  blessedness  -  whichsoever  shall 
be  enjoined  by  their  Maker :  there  is  just  comfort  in 
both,  in  either. 

Both  those  chariots  that  came  to  fetch  Elijah,  and 
those  that  came  to  defend  Elisha,  were  fie^,  God  is 
not  less  lovely  to  his  own  in  the  midst  of  his  judg- 
ments, than  he  is  terrible  to  his  enemies  in  the  de- 
monstration of  his  mercies.  Thus  guarded,  it  is  no 
marvel  if  Elisha  dare  walk  forth  into  the  midst  of 
the  Syrians.  Not  one  of  those  heavenly  presidiaries 
struck  a  stroke  for  the  prophet,  neither  doth  he  re- 
quire their  blows  ;  only  he  turns  his  prayer  to  his 
God,  and  says,  "  Smite  this  people,  I  pray  thee,  with 
blindness."  With  no  other  than  deadly  intentions 
did  these  Aramites  come  down  to  Elisha,  yet  doth  not 
he  say,  Smite  them  with  the  sword,  but,  "  Smite  them 
with  blindness ;"  all  the  evil  he  wisheth  to  them  is 
their  repentance :  there  was  no  way  to  see  their  error 
but  by  blindness.  He  that  prayed  for  the  opening  of 
his  servant's  eyes  to  see  his  safeguard,  prays  for  the 
blinding  of  his  enemies,  that  they  might  not  see  to 
do  hurt. 

Aa  the  eyes  of  Ehsha'a  servant  were  so  shut  that 
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they  saw  cot  the  angels,  when  they  saw  the  Syrians ; 
80  the  eyes  of  the  Syrians  ehall  be  likewise  shut,  that, 
when  they  see  the  man,  they  shall  not  see  the  prophet. 
To  all  other  objects  their  eyes  are  clear ;  only  to 
Elisha  they  shall  be  blind,  blind  not  through  dark- 
ness, but  through  mis-knowledge ;  they  shall  see  and 
mistake  both  the  person  and  the  place.  He  that 
made  the  senses,  can  either  hold  or  delude  them  at 
pleasure ;  how  easily  can  he  offer  to  the  sight  other 
representations  than  those  which  arise  from  the  visible 
matter,  and  make  the  heart  to  believe  them  ! 

Justly  now  might  Elisha  say,  "  This  is  not  the  way, 
neither  is  this  the  city,"  wherein  Elisha  shall  be 
descried.  He  was  in  Dothan,  but  not  as  Elisha ;  he 
shall  not  be  found  but  in  Samaria,  neither  can  they 
have  any  guide  to  him  but  himself.  No  sooner  are 
they  come  into  the  streets  of  Samaria,  than  their  eyes 
bare  leave  to  know  both  the  place  and  the  prophet. 
The  first  sight  they  have  of  themselves  is  in  the  trap 
of  Israel,  in  the  jaws  of  death.  Those  stately  palaces 
which  they  now  wonder  at  unwillingly,  carry  no  re- 
semblance to  them  but  of  their  graves.  Every  Israelite 
seems  an  executioner,  every  house  a  jail,  every  beam 
a  gibbet ;  and  now  they  look  upon  Elisha  tranKformed 
from  their  guide  to  their  common  murderer,  with  hor- 
ror and  pidenesa.  It  is  most  just  with  God  to  en- 
tangle the  plotters  of  wickedness  in  their  own  snare. 

How  glad  is  a  mortal  enemy  to  snatch  at  all  advan- 
tt^s  of  revenge !  Never  did  the  king  of  Israel  see  a 
more  pleasing  sight,  than  so  many  Syrian  throats  at 
his  mercy  ;  and,  as  lotb  to  lose  so  fair  a  day,  as  if  his 
fingers  itched  to  be  dipped  in  blood,  he  says,  "My 
fether,  shall  I  smite,  shall  I  smite  them  ?"  The  repe- 
tition argued  desire,  the  compellation  reverence.  Not 
without  allowance  of  a  prophet  would  the  king  of  Israel 
lay  his  hand  upon  an  enemy,  so  miraculously  trained 
home.  His  heart  was  still  foul  with  idolatry,  yet 
would  he  not  taint  his  band  with  forbidden  blood 
Hypocrisy  will  be  still  scrupulous  in  something ;  and, 
o3 
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in  aome  awful  reatraints,  is  a  perfect  counterfeit  of 
conscience. 

The  charitable  prophet  soon  gives  an  angiy  pro- 
hibition of  slaughter ;  "  Thou  shalt  not  smite  them ; 
wouldst  thou  smite  those  whom  thou  haet  taken  cap- 
tive with  thy  sword,  and  with  thy  bow  ?"  as  if  he  said. 
These  are  God'a  captives,  not  thine ;  and  if  they  were 
thine  own,  their  blood  could  not  be  shed  without 
cruelty :  though,  in  the  hot  chases  of  war,  executions 
may  be  justifiable ;  yet  in  the  coolness  of  deliberation 
it  can  be  no  other  than  inhuman  to  take  those  lives 
which  have  been  yielded  to  mercy.  But  here  thy 
bow  and  thy  sword  are  guiltless  of  the  success :  only 
a  strange  providence  of  the  Almighty  hath  cast  them 
into  thy  hands,  whom  neither  thy  force  nor  thy  fraud 
could  have  compassed.  If  it  be  victory  thou  aimest 
at,  overcome  them  with  kindness :  "  Set  bread  and 
water  before  them,  that  they  may  eat  and  drink."  0 
noble  revenge  of  Elisha,  to  feast  his  persecutors !  to 
provide  a  table  for  those  who  had  provided  a  grave 
for  him  !  These  Syrians  came  to  Dothan  ftdl  of  bloody 
purposes  to  Elisha ;  he  sends  them  from  Samaria  full 
of  good  cheer  and  jollity.  Thus,  thus,  should  a  pro- 
phet punish  his  pursuers.  No  vengeance  but  this  is 
heroical,  and  fit  for  Christian  imitation.  "  If  thine 
enemy  hunger,  give  him  bread  to  eat ;  if  he  thirst, 
gwe  him  water  to  drink :  for  thou  shalt  heap  coals  of 
fire  upoa  his  head;  and  the  Lord  shall  reward  thea  Be 
not  overcome  with  evil,  but  overcome  evil  with  good." 

The  king  of  Israel  hath  done  that  by  his  feast, 
which  he  could  not  have  done  by  bis  sword.  The 
hands  of  Syria  will  no  more  come  by  the  way  of  am- 
bush or  incursion  into  the  bounds  of  Israel.  Never 
did  a  charitable  act  go  away  without  the  retribution 
of  a  blessing.  In  doing  some  good  to  our  enemies, 
we  do  most  good  to  ourselve&  God  cauQot  but  love 
in  US  this  imitation  of  his  mercy,  who  bids  his  sun 
shine,  and  his  rain  fall  where  he  is  most  provoked ; 
and  that  love  is  never  fruitless. 

,  Google 
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CONTEMPLATION  X 

THE    FAUINE   OF   SAMARIA.   BEUETED. 

Not  maDy  good  tums  are  written  in  marble.  Soon 
have  these  Syrians  forgotten  the  merciiul  beneficence 
of  Israel  After  the  forbearance  of  some  hostile  in- 
road, all  the  forces  of  Syria  are  mustered  against  Je- 
horam.  That  very  Samaria,  which  had  relieved  the 
distressed  Aramites,  is  by  the  Aramites  besieged,  and 
is  femished  by  those  whom  it  had  fed.  The  famine 
within  the  w^ls  was  more  terrible  than  the  sword 
without  Their  worst  enemy  was  shut  within,  and 
could  not  be  dislodged  of  their  own  bowels.  Whither 
hath  the  idolatry  of  Israel  brought  them  ?  Before 
they  had  been  scoui^ed  with  war,  with  drought,  with 
dearth,  as  with  a  single  cord ;  they  remain  incor- 
rigible, and  now  God  twists  two  of  these  bloody  lashes 
together,  and  galls  them  even  to  death  ;  there  need 
no  other  executioners  than  their  own  maws.  Those 
things  which  in  their  nature  were  not  edible,  at  least 
to  an  Israelite,  were  now.both  dear  and  dainty.  The 
ass  was,  besides  the  untoothsomeness,  an  impure  crear 
ture.  That  which  the  law  of  ceremonies  had  made 
unclean,  the  law  of  necessity  had  made  delicate  and 

rcious.  The  bones  of  so  carrion  a  head  could  not 
picked  for  less  than  four  hundred  pieces  of  silver. 
Neither  was  this  scarcity  of  victuals  only,  but  of  all 
other  necessaries  for  human  use  :  that  the  belly 
might  not  complain  alone,  the  whole  man  was  equally 
pinched 

The  king  of  Israel  is  neither  exempted  ^m  the 
judgment,  nor  yet  fields  under  it  He  walks  upon  the 
waUs  of  his  Samaria,  to  oversee  the  watches  set,  the 
engines  ready,  the  guards  changed,  together  with  the 
posture  of  the  enemy ;  when  a  woman  cries  to  him 
out  of  the  city,  "  Help,  my  lord,  0  king."  Next  to 
6od,  what  refuge  have  we  in  all  our  necessities,  but 
his  anointed  ?    Earthly  sovereignty  can  aid  us  in  the 
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case  of  the  injuatico  of  men,  but  what  can  it  do  against 
the  judgments  of  God ?  "If  the  Lord  do  not  help 
thee,  whence  shall  I  help  thee  ?  out  of  the  bam-floor, 
or  out  of  the  wine-preBa  ?"  Even  the  greatest  powers 
must  stoop  to  afflictions  in  themselves  ;  how  should 
they  be  able  to  prevent  them  in  others  ?  To  sue  for 
aid,  where  is  an  utter  impotence  of  redress,  is  but  to 
upbraid  the  weakness,  and  aggravate  the  misety  of 
those  whom  we  implore.  Jehoram  mistakes  the  suit ; 
the  supplicant  calls  to  bim  for  a  woful  piece  of  justice : 
two  mothers  have  agreed  to  eat  their  sons  ;  the  one 
hath  yielded  hers  to  be  boiled  and  eaten  ;  the  other, 
after  she  had  taken  her  part  of  eo  prodigious  a  haJi- 
quet,  withdraws  her  child,  and  hides  hun  from  the 
knife.  Hunger  and  envy  make  the  plaintiff  impor- 
tunate ;  and  now  she  craves  the  benefit  of  royal  jus- 
tice. She  that  made  the  first  motion,  withholds  her 
part  of  the  bargain,  and  flies  from  that  promise,  whose 
trust  had  made  this  mother  cbiMless.  Oh  the  direftd 
effects  of  famine !  that  turns  off  all  respects  of  nature, 
and  gives  no  place  to  horror,  causing  the  tender 
mother  to  lay  her  hands,  yea  her  teeth,  upon  the  fruit 
of  her  own  body,  and  to  receive  that  into  her  stomach, 
which  she  haA  brought  forth  of  her  womb.  What 
should  Jehoram  do?  the  match  was  monstrous,  the 
challenge  was  just,  yet  unnatural.  This  complainant 
had  purchased  one  half  of  the  living  child,  by  the  one 
half  of  hers  dead.  The  mother  of  the  surviving  in&nt 
is  pressed  by  covenant,  by  hunger ;  restrained  by  na^- 
ture.  To  force  a  mother  to  deliver  up  her  child  to 
voluntary  slaughter,  had  been  cruel ;  to  force  a  debtor 
to  pay  a  confessed  arrearage  seemed  but  equal.  If  the 
remaining  child  be  not  dressed  for  food,  this  mother 
of  the  devoured  child  is  both  robbed  and  famished : 
if  he  be,  innocent  blood  is  shed  by  authority.  It  is 
no  marvel  if  the  question  astonished  the  judge  ;  not 
so  much  for  the  difficulty  of  the  demand,  as  the  hor- 
ror of  the  occasion.  To  what  lamentable  distress  did 
Jehoram  find  his  people  driven !  not  without  cause- 
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did  the  ting  of  Israel  rend  his  gannents  and  show  his 
sackcloth  ;  well  might  he  see  his  people  branded  with 
that  ancient  curse,  which  Ckid  had  denounced  against 
the  rebellious :  "  The  Lord  shall  bring  a  nation  against 
thee  of  a  fierce  countenauce,  which  shall  not  regard 
the  person  of  the  old,  nor  show  favour  to  the  young ; 
and  he  shall  besiege  thee  in  all  thy  gates ;  and  thou 
shalt  eat  the  fruit  of  thine  own  body,  the  flesh  of  thy 
sons,  and  of  thy  daughters.  The  tender  and  delicate 
woman,  her  eyes  sh^l  be  evil  towards  her  young  one 
that  Cometh  out  from  between  her  feet,  and  toward 
the  children  which  she  shall  bear,  for  she  shall  eat 
them  for  want  of  all  things,  secretly  in  the  siege  and 
straitness."  He  mourns  for  the  plague,  he  mourns 
not  for  the  cause  of  this  plague,  his  sin,  and  theirs : 
I  lind  his  sorrow,  I  find  not  his  repentance..  The 
worst  man  may  grieve  for  his  smart,  only  the  good 
heart  grieves  for  his  ofience.  Instead  of  being  peni- 
tent, Jehoram  is  furious,  and  turns  his  rage  from  his 
sins,  against  the  prophet :  "  God  do  so  to  me,  and 
more  also,  if  the  head  of  Elisha,  the  son  of  Shaphat, 
shall  stand  on  him  this  day."  Alas  !  what  hath  the 
righteous  done  ?  Perhaps  Elisha,  that  we  may  ima- 
gine some  colours  of  this  displeasure,  fore-threatened 
this  judgment,  but  they  deserved  it ;  perhaps  he  might 
have  averted  it  by  his  prayers  ;  their  unrepentance 
disabled  him.  Perhaps  he  persuaded  Jehoram  to  hold 
out  the  siege,  though  through  much  hardness  he  fore- 
saw the  deliverance.  In  all  this,  how  hath  Elisha 
forfeited  his  head  ?  All  Israel  did  not  ftfibrd  a  head 
so  guiltless  as  this  that  was  destined  to  slaughter.  This 
is  the  fashion  of  the  world ;  the  lewd  blame  the  in- 
nocent, and  will  revenge  their  own  sins  upon  others' 
uprightness. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  sad  estate  of  Samaria,  and 
these  storms  of  Jehoram,  the  prophet  sits  quietly  in 
his  own  house,  amongst  his  holy  consorts,  bewailing, 
no  doubt,  both  the  sins  and  misery  of  their  people, 
and  prophetically  conferring  of  the  issue ;  when  sud- 
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denly  God  reveals  to  him  the  bloody  intent  and 
message  of  Jehoram,  and  he  at  once  reveals  it  to  his 
fellows:  "See  ye  how  this  son  of  a  murderer  hath  sent 
to  take  away  mine  headt"  Oh  the  inimitable  liberty 
of  a  prophet !  The  same  God  that  showed  him  his 
danger,  suggested  his  words ;  he  may  be  bold,  where 
we  must  be  awful.  Still  is  Naboth's  blood  laid  in 
Jehoram's  dish ;  the  foul  fact  of  Ahab  blemisheth  his 
posterity  ;  and  now,  when  the  son  threats  violence  to 
the  innocent,  murder  is  objected  to  him  as  hereditary. 
He  that  foresaw  hia  own  peril,  provides  for  his 
safety,  "  Shut  the  door,  and  hold  him  fest  at  the 
door."  No  man  is  hound  to  tender  his  throat  to  an 
unjust  stroke  ;  this  bloody  commission  was  prevented 
by  a  prophetical  foresight.  .  The  same  eye  that  saw 
the  executipner  coming  to  smite  him,  saw  also  the 
king  hasting  after  him  to  stay  the  blow ;  the  prophet 
had  been  no  other  than  guilty  of  Ms  own  blood,  if  he 
had  not  reserved  himself  a  while,  for  the  rescue  of 
authority.  Oh  the  inconstancy  of  carnal  hearts !  It 
was  not  long  since  Jehoram  could  say  to  Elisha,  "  My 
&ther,  shall  I  smite  them  T'  now  he  is  ready  to  smite 
him  as  an  enemy,  whom  he  honoured  as  a  father ;  yet 
again  his  lips  had  no  sooner  given  sentence  of  death 
against  the  prophet  than  his  feet  stir  to  recall  it  It 
should  seem  that  Elisha,  upon  the  challenges  and 
expostulations  of  Jehoram's  messenger,  had  sent  a 
persuasive  message  to  the  king  of  Israel,  yet  awhile 
to  wait  patiently  upon  God  for  hia  deliverance ;  the 
discontented  pnnce  flies  off  in  an  impotent  anger, 
"  Behold  this  evil  is  of  the  Lord,  what  should  I  wait 
for  the  Lord  any  longer?"  Oh  the  desperate  reso- 
lutions of  impatient  minds !  They  have  stinted  God 
both  for  his  time  and  his  measure ;  if  he  exceed 
either,  they  either  turn  their  backs  upon  him  or  fly 
in  his  face.  The  position  was  true,  the  inference 
deadly.  All  that  evil  was  of  the  Lord ;  they  de- 
served it,  he  sent  it.  What  then !  It  should  have 
been  therefore  argued,  He  that  sent  it,  can  remove 
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it :  I  will  wait  upon  his  mercy,  under  whose  justice 
I  suffer.  Impatience  and  distrust  shall  hut  aggravate 
my  judgment ;  "It  is  the  Lord,  let  him  do  what  he 
wuL '  But  now,  to  despair  because  God  is  just,  to  defy 
mercy  because  it  lingers,  to  reject  God  for  correction, 
it  is  a  presumptuous  madness,  an  impious  pettisbness. 
Yet  in  spite  of  all  these  provocations,  both  of  king 
and  people,  Elisha  hath  good  news  for  Jehoram  ; 
"  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  To-morrow,  about  this  time, 
shall  a  measure  of  fine  flour  be  sold  for  a  shekel, 
and  two  measures  of  barley  for  a  shekel,  in  the 
gate  of  Samaria:"  miserable  Israel  now  sees  an 
end  of  this  hard  trial ;  one  day's  patience  shall  free 
them  both  of  siege  and  famine.  God's  deliverances 
may  overstay  our  expectation,  not  the  due  period  of 
his  own  counsels.  Oh  infinite  mercy  I  when  man 
says,  "  No  longer,"  God  aaya,  "  To-morrow;"  as  if  be 
would  condescend  where  be  might  judge,  and  would 
please  them  who  deserved  nothing  but  punishment. 
The  word  seemed  not  more  comfortable  than  incredi- 
ble: "A  lord,  on  whose  hand  the  king  leaned,  answered 
the  man  of  God,  and  said.  Behold,  if  the  Lord  would 
make  windows  in  heaven,  might  this  thing  be  ?" 
Prophecies,  before  they  be  fulfilled,  are  riddles  ;  no 
spirit  can  aread  them,  but  that  by  which  they  are 
delivered.  It  is  a  foolish  and  injurious  infidelity  to 
question  a  possibility,  where  we  know  the  message  is 
God's :  how  easy  is  it  for  that  omnipotent  hand  to 
effect  diose  things,  which  suipasses  all  the  reach  of 
human  conceit !  Had  God  intended  a  miraculous 
multiplication,  was  it  not  as  easy  for  him  to  increase 
the  com  or  meal  of  Samaria,  as  the  widow's  oil  ?  was 
it  not  as  easy  for  him  to  give  plenty  of  victuals,  with- 
out opening  the  windows  of  heaven,  as  to  give  plenty 
of  water,  without  wind  or  rain  ?  The  Almighty  hates 
to  be  distrusted.  This  peer  of  Israel  shall  rue  his 
unbelief;  "Behold,  thou  shalt  see  it  with  thine  ew, 
but  shalt  not  eat  thereof:"  the  sight  shall  be  yieidSs 
for  conviction,  the  fruition  shall  be  denied  for  punish- 
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ment.  Well  is  tliat  man  worthy  to  want  the  benefit 
which  he  would  not  believe ;  who  can  pity  to  aec  in- 
fidelity excluded  irom  the  bleaaingB  of  earth,  &om 
the  glory  of  heaven  1 

How  strange  a  choice  doth  God  make  of  the  in- 
telligencers of  so  happy  a  change  !  Four  lepers  sit 
at  the  entering  of  the  gate  ;  uiey  see  nothing  but 
death  before  them,  famine  within  the  walls,  the 
enemy  without.  The  election  is  wofiil ;  at  last  they 
resolve  upon  the  lesser  evil ;  &,mine  is  worse  than 
the  Syrian :  in  the  &mine  there  is  certainty  of  perish- 
ing ;  amongst  the  Syrians  hazard :  perhaps  the  enemy 
may  have  some  pity,  hunger  hath  none  ;  and,  were 
the  death  equally  certain,  it  were  more  easy  to  die 
by  the  sword,  than  by  famine.  Upon  this  delibera- 
tion they  come  down  into  the  Syrian  camp,  to  find 
either  speed  of  mercy  or  dispatch.  Their  hunger 
would  not  give  them  respite  till  morning ;  by  twi- 
lirfit  are  they  fallen  upon  the  uttermost  tents  ; 
"Behold,  there  was  no  man:"  they  marvel  a{  the 
silence  and  solitude,  they  look  and  listen,  the  noise 
of  their  own  feet  afirighted  them :  their  guilty  hearts 
supplied  the  Syrians,  and  expected,  fearfully,  those 
which  were  as  fearfully  fled..  How  easily  can  the 
Almighty  confound  the  power  of  the  strong,  the 
policy  of  the  wise !  Gfod  puts  a  panic  terror  into 
the  hearts  of  the  proud  Syrians ;  he  makes  them 
hear  a  noise  of  chariots,  and  a  noise  of  horses,  even 
the  noise  of  a  great  host ;  they  say  one  to  another, 
"  Lo,  the  king  of  Israel  hath  hired  against  us  the 
kings  of  the  Hittites,  and  the  kings  of  the  Egyptians, 
to  come  upon  us!"  They  arise  therefore  in  a  con- 
fused rout,  and  leaving  all  their  substance  behind 
them,  flee  for  their  lives.  Not  long  before,  EHisha's 
servant  saw  chariots  and  horses,  but  heard  none: 
noiw  these  Syrians  hear  chariots  and  horses,  but 
fm  none : .  that  sight  comforted  his  heart,  this  sound 
#8mayed  theirs.  The  Israelites  heard  no  noise  with- 
in the  walls  ;  the  lepers  heard  no  noiae  without  the. 
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gates  ;  only  the  Syrians  heard  thia  noise  in  their 
camp.  What  a  8Com  doth  God  put  upon  theso  pre- 
Bumptuous  Aramitea ;  he  will  not  vouchaafe  to  use 
any  substantial  stratagem  against  them ;  nothing  but 
an  empty  sound  shall  scatter  them,  and  send  them 
home  empty  of  substance,  laden  with  shame,  half 
dead  with  feaf;  the  very  horses,  that  mi^ht  have 
hastened  their  flight,  are  left  tied  in  their  tents ; 
their  very  garments  are  a  burthen  ;  all  is  left  be- 
hind, save  tneir  very  bodies,  and  those  breathless  for 
speed. 

Doubtless  these  Syrians  knew  well  to  what  miser- 
able exigents  the  enclosed  Israelites  were  brought  by 
their  siege ;  and  now  made  full  account  to  sack  and 
ransack  their  Samaria :  already  had  they  divided  and 
swallowed  the  prey ;  when  suddenly  God  puts  them 
into  a  ridiculous  confusion,  and  sends  them  to  seek 
safety  in  their  heels :  no  booty  is  now  in  price  with 
them  but  their  life,  and  happy  is  he  that  can  nm, 
fastest. 

Thus  the  Almighty  laughs  at  the  designs  of  inso- 
lent  men,  and  shuts  up  their  counsels  in  shame. 

The  fear  of  the  four  lepers  began  now  to  give  way 
to  security ;  they  fill  their  hemes,  and  hide  their 
treasures,  and  pass  from  one  tent  to  another,  in  a 
fostidiouB  choice  of  the  best  commodities ;  they,  who 
erewhile  would  have  held  it  happiness  enough  to 
have  been  blessed  with  a  crust,  now  wantonly  rove 
for  dainties,  and  from  necessity  leap  into  excess. 

How  far  self-love  carries  us  in  all  our  actions,  even 
to  the  neglect  of  the  public!  Not  till  their  own 
bellies,  and  hands,  and  eyes  were  filled,  did  these 
lepers  think  of  imparting  this  news  to  Israel.  At 
last,  when  themselves  arc  glutted,  they  begin  to  re- 
member the  hunger  of  their  brethren,  and  now  they 
find  room  for  remorse  ;  "  "We  do  not  well ;  this  di^ 
is  a  day  of  good  tidings,  and  we  hold  our  peaee." 
Nature  teaches  us,  that  it  is  an  injury  to  engross 
blessings,  and  so  to  mind  the  private,  as  if  we  had 
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no  relation  to  a  community.  We  are  worthy  to  be 
shut  out  of  the  city  ^tea  for  lepers,  if  the  respects 
to  the  pubhc  good  do  not  oversway  us  in  all  our  de- 
sires, in  all  our  demeanour ;  and  well  may  we,  with 
these  covetous  lepers,  fear  a  mischief  upon  ourselves, 
if  we  shall  wilfully  conceal  blessings  from  others. 

The  conscience  of  this  wrong  and*  danger  sends 
back  the  lepers  into  the  city ;  they  call  to  the  porters, 
and  soon  transmit  the  news  to  the  king's  household. 
The  king  of  Israel  complains  not  to  have  his  sleep 
broken  with  such  intelligence ;  he  ariaeth  in  the  night, 
and  not  contemning  good  news,  though  brought  by 
lepers,  consults  with  his  servants  on  the  business 

We  cannot  be  too  jealous  of  the  intentions  of  an 
enemy.  Jehoram  wisely  suspects  this  flight  of  the 
Syrians  to  be  but  simulatory  and  politic,  only  to  draw 
Israel  out  of  their  city,  for  the  spoil  of  both.  There 
may  be  more  peril  in  the  back  of  an  enemy  than  in 
his  face:  the  cruellest  slaughters  have  been  in  retiring. 
Easily,  therefore,  is  the  king  persuaded  to  adventure 
some  iew  forlorn  scouts  for  further  assurance.  The 
word  of  Elisba  is  out  of  his  head,  out  of  his  heart, 
else  there  had  been  no  place  for  this  doubt.  Timorous 
hearts  never  think  themselves  sure ;  those  that  have 
no  &ith,  have  need  of  much  sensa 

Those  few  horses  that  remain,  are  sent  forth  for 
discovery ;  they  find  nothing  but  monuments  of 
frightfiiUiess,  pledges  of.  security.  Now  Israel  dares 
issue  forth  to  the  prey ;  there,  as  if  the  Syrians  had 
come  hither  to  enrich  them,  they  find  granaries, 
wardrobes,  treasures,  and  whatever  may  serve  either 
for  use  or  ostentation.  Every  Israelite  goes  away 
filled,  laden,  wearied  with  the  wealthy  spoil 

As  scarcity  breeds  dearth,  so  plenty  cheapness. 
To-day  a  measure  of  fine  flour  is  lower  rated,  than 
yesterday  of  dung. 

The  distrustful  peer  of  Israel  sees  this  abundance 
according  to  the  word  of  the  prophet,  but  enjoys  it 
not.     He  sees  this  plenty  can  come  in  at  the  gate. 
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though  the  windows  of  heaven  be  not  open.  The  gate 
is  his  charge ;  the  finished  Israelites  press  in  upon 
him,  and  bear  him  down  in  the  throng.  Extreme 
hunger  hath  no  respect  to  greatness.  Not  their 
rudeness,  but  his  own  unbelief,  hath  trampled  him 
under  feet.  He  that  abased  the  power  of  God  b; 
his  distrust,  is  abased  worthUj  to  the  heels  of  the 
multitude.  Faith  exalts  a  man  above  his  sphere ; 
inMelitj  depresses  him  into  the  dust,  into  hell. 
"  He  that  believes  not  is  condemned  already." 


CONTEMPLATION  I. 


How  royally  hath  Elisha  paid  the  ShunammJte  for 
his  lod^ng !  to  him  already  she  owes  the  life  of  her 
son,  both  given  and  restored  ;  and  now  again,  after 
so  many  years  as  might  well  have  worn  out  the 
memory  of  ao  small  a  courtesy,  herself,  her  son,  her 
family  owe  their  lives  to  so  thankful  a  guest.  That 
table,  and  bed,  and  stool,  and  candlestick  was  well 
bestowed.  That  candlestick  repaid  her  the  light  of 
her  future  life  and  condition,  that  table  the  means  of 
maintenance,  that  stool  a  seat  of  safe  abode,  that 
bed  a  quiet  rest  from  the  common  calamities  of  her 
nation.  He  is  a  niggard  to  himself  that  scants  bis 
beneficence  to  a  prophet,  whose  veiy  cold  water  shall 
not  go  unrewarded.  Elijah  preserved  the  Sareptan 
from  &mine,  Elisha  the  Shunammite  ;  he,  by  pro- 
vision of  oil  and  meal ;  this  by  premonition  :  "  Arise, 
and  go,  thou  and  thine  household,  and  sojourn  where- 
soever thou  canst  sojourn."     The  Sareptan  was  poor. 
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and  driven  to  extremes,  therefore  the  prophet  pro- 
vides for  her  from  hand  to  mouth.  The  Shunammite 
was  wealthy,  and  tl^erefore  the  prophet  sends  her  to 
provide  for  herself  The  same  goo(hiess  that  relieves 
our  necessity,  leaves  our  competency  to  the  hand  of 
our  own  counsel ;  in  the  one  he  will  make  use  of  his 
own  power,  in  the  other  of  our  providence. 

The  very  prophet  advises  this  holv  client  to  leave 
the  bounds  of  the  church,  and  to  seek  life,  where  she 
should  not  find  religion.  Extremity  is  for  the  time  a 
juat  dispensation  with  some  common  rules  of  our  out- 
ward demeanour  and  motions,  even  from  better  to 
worse.  All  Israel  and  Judjji  shall  be  famished :  the 
body  can  be  preserved  no  where,  but  where  the  soul 
shall  want.  Sometimes  the  conveniences  of  the  soul 
must  yield  to  bodily  necessities.  Wantonness  and 
curiosity  can  find  no  advantage  from  that  which  ia 
done  out  of  the  power  of  need. 

It  is  a  long  mmine  that  shall  afflict  Israel  He, 
upon  whom  the  spirit  of  Elijah  was  doubled,  doubled 
the  judgment  innicted  by  his  Master.  Three  years 
and  a  half  did  Israel  gasp  under  the  drought  of  Elijah ; 
seven  years'  drought  Aall  it  suffer  under  Elisha. 
The  trials  of  God  are  many  times  not  more  grievous 
for  their  sharpness,  than  for  their  continuance. 

This  scarcity  shall  not  come  alone ;  God  shall  call 
for  it :  whatever  be  the  second  cause,  he  is  the  First. 
The  executioners  of  the  Almighty  (such  are  his  judg- 
ments) stand  ready  waiting  upon  his  just  throne ;  and 
do  no  sooner  receive  the  watch-word,  than  they  fly 
upon  the  world,  and  plague  it  for  sin.  Only  the  ciy 
of  ouf  sins  moves  God  to  call  for  vengeance ;  and,  if 
God  once  call,  it  must  come.  How  oft,  how  earnestly 
are  we  called  to  repentance,  and  stir  not !  The  mes- 
sengers of  God's  wrath  fly  forth  at  the  least  beck, 
and  fulfll  the  will  of  his  revenge  on  those,  whose  obe- 
dience would  not  f]i[&i  the  will  of  his  command. 

After  so  many  proofs  of  fidelity,  the  Shunammite 
cannot  distrust  the  prophet ;  not  staying  therefore  to  be 
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convicted  by  the  event,  she  removes  her  family  into 
the  land  of  the  Philistines.  No  nation  was  more 
opposite  to  Israel,  none  more  worthily  odious ;  yet 
t^ere  doth  the  Shunammite  seek  and  find  shelter ; 
even  the  shade  of  those  trees  that  are  unwholesome 
■  may  keep  us  from  a  storm.  Every  where  will  God 
find  room  for  hia  own.  The  fields  of  Philistines  flourish, 
while  the  soil  of  Israel  yields  nothing  but  weeds  and 
barrenness.  Not  that  Israel  was  more  sinful,  but  that 
the  sin  of  Israel  is  more  intolerable.  The  offers  of 
grace  are  so  many  aggravations  of  wickedness.  In 
equal  offences,  those  do  justly  smart  more,  who  are 
more  obliged.  No  pestilence  is  so  cont^ous  as  that 
which  hath  taken  the  purest  air. 

These  Philistine  neighbours  would  never  have  en- 
dured themselves  to  be  pestered  with  foreigners, 
especially  Israelites,  whom  they  hated,  besides  rebrion, 
for  their  usurpation :  neither  were  they,  in  all  likeli- 
hood, pressed  with  multitude  The  rest  of  Israel  were 
led  on  with  ho^es,  presuming  upon  the  amends  of  the 
nest  harvest,  till  their  want  grew  desperate  and  irre- 
mediable ;  only  the  forewarned  Shunammite  prevents 
the  mischief;  now  she  finds  what  it  is  to  have  a 
prophet  her  friend.  Happy  are  those  souls,  that  upon 
all  occasions  consult  with  God's  seers ;  they  shall  be 
freed  from  the  plj^es  wherein  the  secure  blindness 
of  others  is  heedlessly  overtaken. 

Seven  years  had  this  Shunammite  sojourned  in 
Palestine,  now  she  returns  to  her  own,  and  is  excluded. 
She,  that  found  harbour  among  Philistines,  finds  op- 

Eession  and  violence  among  Israelites ;  those  of  her 
ndred,  taking  advantage  of  her  absence,  had  shared 
her  possessions.  How  oft  doth  it  fall  out,  that  the 
worst  enemies  of  a  man  are  those  of  his  own  house ! 
All  went  by  contraries  with  this  Shunammite ;  in  the 
plenty  she  was 


famine  she  had  enough,  in  the  common  plenty  she  was 
scanted ;  Philistines  were  kind  unto  her,  Israelites 
cruel  Both  our  fears  and  our  hopes  do  not  seldom 
disappoint  us.    It  is  safe  trusting  to  that  stay  which 
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can  never  fail  us,  who  can  easily  provide  us  both  of 
friendship  in  Palestine,  and  of  justice  in  Israel  We 
may  not  judge  of  the  rol^on  by  particular  actions : 
a  veiy  Philistine  may  be  merciful,  when  an  Israelite 
is  ui\)nst.  The  person  may  be  faulty,  when  the  pro- 
fession is  holy. 

It  was  not  long  since  the  prophet  made  that  friendly 
offer  to  the  Shunammite,  out  of  Hie  desire  of  a  thank- 
ful requital :  "  What  is  to  be  done  for  tliee  ?  wouldsfc 
thou  be  spoken  for  to  the  king,  or  to  the  captain  of 
the  host  ?"  and  she  answered,  "  I  dwell  among  my 
brethren."  Little  did  she  then  think  of  this  iigurious 
measure ;  else  she  might  have  said,  I  dwell  among 
mioe  enemies,  I  dwell  among  robbers.  It  is  like  they 
were  then  friendly,  who  were  now  cruel  and  oppressive: 
there  is  no  trust  to  be  reposed  in  Sesh  and  blood.  How 
should  their  &vours  be  constant  who  are  in  their  na^ 
tiue  and  disposition  variable  ?  It  is  the  surest  way 
to  rely  on  him,  who  is  ever  like  himself,  the  measure 
of  whose  love  is  eternity. 

WMther  should  the  Shunammite  go  to  complain  of 
her  wrong,  but  to  the  court  i  There  is  no  other  refuge 
of  the  oppressed,  but  public  authority.  All  justice  is 
derived  from  sovereignty :  kings  are  not  culed  gods 
for  nothing ;  they  do  both  sentence  and  execute  for 
the  Ainughty. 

Doubtless  now  the  poor  Shunammite  thought  of 
the  courteous  proffer  of  Elisha,  and,  missing  a  friend 
at  the  court,  is  glad  to  be  the  presenter  of  her  own 
petition. 

How  happily  doth  God  contrive  all  events  for  the 
good  of  his !  This  suppliant  shall  &11  upon  that  in- 
stant for  her  suit,  when  the  king  shall  be  talking  with 
Gehazi,  when  Gehazi  shall  be  talking  of  her  to  the 
king :  the  words  of  Gehazi,  the  thoughts  of  the  king, 
the  desires  of  the  Shunammite  shall  be  all  drawn 
together,  by  the  wise  providence  of  God,  into  the 
centre  of  one  moment,  that  his  oppressed  servant  might 
receive  a  speedy  justice.     Oh  the  infinite  wisdom. 


COHT.  l]      KLI8HA  CONPSBKIKO  WITH  HAZAEL.  307 

power,  mercy  of  our  God,  that  insensibly  orders  all  our 
ways,  as  to  his  own  holy  purposea,  so  to  our  best  ad- 
vantage! 

What  doth  Jehoram  the  king  talking  with  Gehazi 
the  leper  ?     That  very  presence  was  an  eye-sore. 

But,  if  the  cohabitation  with  the  infectious  were 
forbidden,  yet  not  the  conference :  certainly  I  b^;in 
to  think  of  some  goodness  in  both  these.  Had  there 
not  been  some  goodness  in  Jehoram,  he  had  not  taken 
pleasure  to  hear,  even  from  a  leprous  mouth,  the  mi- 
raculous acts  and  praises  of  God's  prophet.  Had  there 
not  been  some  goodness  in  Gehazi,  he  had  not,  after 
so  fearful  an  infliction  of  judgment,  thus  ingenuously 
recounted  the  praises  of  his  severe  master.  He,  that 
told  that  dear-bought  lie  to  the  pnrohet,  tells  now  all 
truths  of  the  prophet  to  the  king.  Perhaps  his  lepro- 
sy had  made  him  dean ;  if  so,  mpm  was  it  for  him, 
that  his  fbr^ead  was  white  with  the  disease,  if  his 
soul  became  hereupon  white  with  repentance ;  but  we 
may  well  know  that  the  desire,  or  report  of  Mstoric^ 
truths,  doth  not  always  argue  grace.  Still  Jehoram, 
after  the  inquiry  of  the  prophet's  miracles,  continues 
his  idolatry.  He,  that  was  curious  to  hearken  after 
the  wonders  of  Elisha,  is  not  careful  to  follow  his  doc- 
trine :  therefore  are  Gehazi  tuid  the  Shiinammito  met 
before  him,  that  he  may  be  convicted,  who  will  not  be 
reformed.  Why  was  it  else,  that  the  presence  of  the 
,  persons  should  thus  unexpectedly  make  good  the  rela- 
tion, if  God  had  not  meant  the  inexcusableness  of 
Jehoram,  while  he  must  needs  say  within  himself, 
Thus  potent  is  the  prophet  of  that  God,  whom  I  obey 
not.  Were  not  Ehsha's  the  true  God,  how  could  he 
work  such  wonders  ?  And  if  he  be  the  true  God,  why 
is  he  not  mine  ?  But  what  1  Shall  I  change  Abab's 
God  for  Jehoshapbat's  ?  No,  I  cannot  deny  the  mira- 
cles, I  will  not  admit  of  the  author :  let  Elisba  be 
powerful,  I  will  be  constant.  0  wretched  Jehoram,  how 
much  better  had  it  been  for  thee  never  to  have  seen  the 
face  of  Gehazi,  and  the  sou  of  the  Shunammite,  than 
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to  go  away  unmoved  with  the  vengeance  of  leprosy 
in  the  one,  with  the  merciful  resuacitation  of  the 
other !  Therefore  is  thy  judgment  fearfiilly  aggravated, 
because  thou  wouldst  not  yield  to  what  thou  couldat 
not  oppose.  Had  not  Ahab's  obdurateness  been  pro- 
pagated to  his  son,  so  powerfiil  demonstrations  of  divine 
power  cotdd  not  have  been  ineffectual.  Wicked  hearts 
are  so  much  worse,  by  how  much  C^od  is  better ;  this 
anvil  is  the  harder  by  being  continually  beaten  upon, 
whether  with  judgments  or  mercy. 

Yet  this  good  use  will  God  have  made  of  this  re- 
port, and  this  presence,  that  the  poor  Shunammite 
shall  have  justice.  That  son,  whose  life  was  restored, 
shall  have  his  inheritance  revived :  his  estate  shall  fare 
the  better  for  Elisha's  miracles.  How  much  more  will 
our  mercifiil  Otoi  second  his  own  blessings,  when  the 
favours  of  unjust  men  are  therefore  drawn  to  ua,  be- 
cause we  have  been  the  subjects  of  divine  beneficence ! 

It  was  a  large  and  full  award,  that  this  occurrence 
drew  from  the  king  ;  "  Restore  all  that  was  hers,  and 
all  the  fruits  of  the  field,  since  the  day  that  she  left 
the  land,  even  until  now."  Not  the  present  possession 
only  is  g^ven  her,  but  the  arrearages. 

Notlung  hinders,  but  that  outward  justice  may 
stand  wim  gross  idolatry.  The  widow  may  thank 
Elisha  for  this :  his  miracle  wrought  still,  and  puts 
this  new  life  in  her  dead  estate ;  ms  absence  did  that 
for  the  preservation  of  life,  which  his  presence  did  for  - 
the  restoring  it  from  death.  She  that  was  so  ready 
to  expostulate  with  the  man  of  Ciod,  upon  the  loss  of 
her  son,  might,  perhaps,  have  been  aa  ready  to 
impute  the  loss  of  her  estate  to  his  advice,  ffow, 
that  for  his  sake,  she  is  enriched  with  her  own,  how 
doth  she  bless  God  for  so  happy  a  guest !  When  we 
have  forgotten  our  own  good  turns,  God  remembers 
and  crowns  them.  Let  us  do  good  to  all  while  we  have 
time,  but  especially  to  the  household  of  faith. 

Could  Israel  have  been  sensible  of  their  own  con- 
dition, it  was  no  small  unhappiness  to  lose  the  presence 
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of  Elisha.  Whether  for  the  idolatries,  or  for  the  &mine 
of  Isnifil,  the  prophet  is  gone  into  Syria,  no  doubt 
Naaman  welcomed  him  tMther,  and  now  vroidd  force 
upon  him  thanks  for  his  cure,  which  the  man  of  God 
would  not  receive  at  home. 

How  &mouB  is  he  now  grown  that  was  taken  from 
the  team !  his  name  is  not  confined  to  his  own  nation ; 
foreign  countries  take  notice  of  it,  and  kings  are  glad  to 
'  listen  after  him,  and  woo  him  with  presents.  Benha- 
dad,  the  king  of  Syria,  whose  counsels  he  had  detected, 
rejoiceth  to  hear  of  his  presence  ;  and  now,  as  having 
forgotten  that  he  had  sent  a  whole  host  to  besiege  the 
prophet  in  Dothan,  sends  an  honourable  messenger  to 
nim,  laden  with  the  burden  of  forty  camels,  to  consult 
with  this  oracle  concerning  his  sickness  and  recovery. 

This  Syrian,  belike,  in  distress  dares  not  trust  to 
his  own  gods :  but  having  had  good  proof  of  the  power 
of  the  God  of  Israel,  both  in  Naaman's  cure,  and  in 
the  miraculous  defeats  of  his  greatest  forces,  is  glad 
to  send  to  that  servant  of  God  whom  he  had  persecuted. 
Wicked  men  are  not  the  same  in  health  and  in  sick- 
ness ;  their  affliction  is  worthy  of  the  thanks,  if  they 
be  well-minded,  not  themselves. 

Doubtless  the  errand  of  Benhadad  was  not  only  to 
inquire  of  the  issue  of  his  disease,  but  to  require  the 
prayers  of  the  prophet  for  a  good  issue.  Even  the 
worst  man  doth  so  love  himself,  that  he  can  be  con- 
tent to  make  a  beneficial  use  of  those  instruments 
whose  goodness  he  hateth. 

Hazael,  the  chief  peer  of  Syria,  is  designed  to  this 
message ;  the  wealth  of  his  present  strives  with  the 
humility  of  his  carriage  and  speech :  "  Thy  son  Ben- 
hadad, king  of  Syria,  hath  sent  me  to  thee,  saying. 
Shall  I  recover  of  this  disease?"  Not  long  since, 
Jehoram,  king  of  Israel  had  said  to  Elisha, "  My  father, 
shall  I  smite  them  ?"  and  now  Benhadad,  king  of  Syria, 
says,  "  My  father,  shall  I  recover  f '  Lo,  how  this  poor 
Meholathite  hath  kings  to  his  sons .'  How  great  is  the 
honour  of  God's  prophets  with  pagans,  with  princes ! 
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Who  can  be  but  confounded  to  see  evangelical  prophets 
demised  by  the  meanest  Christians  ? 

B  ie  more  than  a  single  auBwer  that  the  protect 
returns  to  this  message ;  one  answer  he  gives  to  Ben- 
hadad  that  sent  it,  another  he  g^ves  to  Kazael  that 
brings  it ;  that  to  Benhadad  is, "  Thou  mayest  surely 
recover ;"  that  to  Hazael,  "  The  harA  hath  showed  me 
that  he  shall  surely  die."  What  shall  we  say  then  I 
Is  there  a  he  or  an  equivocation  in  the  holy  mouth 
of  the  prophet  ?  God  forbid.  It  is  one  thing  what 
shall  be  the  nature  and  issue  of  the  disease ;  another 
thing  what  may  outwardly  be&l  the  person  of  Ben- 
hadad :  the  question  is  moved  of  the  former,  whereto 
the  answer  is  direct.  The  disease  b  not  mortal :  bat 
withal,  an  intimation  is  given  to  the  bearer  of  an  event 
beyond  the  reach  of  his  demand,  which  he  may  know, 
but  either  needs  not,  or  may  not  return :  "  The  Lord 
hath  showed  me  that  he  shall  surely  die,"  by  another 
means,  though  not  by  the  disease. 

The  seer  of  Crod  descries  more  in  Hazael  than  he 
could  see  in  himself;  he  fixes  his  eyes  therefore 
stedfastly  in  the  Syrian's  face,  as  one  that  in  those 
lines  read  the  bloody  story  of  his  lifa 

Hazael  blushes,  Elisha  weeps:  the  intention  of 
those  eyes  did  not  so  much  amaze  Hazael  as  the 
tears ;  as  yet  he  was  not  guilty  to  himself  of  any 
wrong  that  might  strain  out  this  juice  of  sorrow: 
"  Why  weepeth  my  lord  ¥' 
^  The  prophet  fears  not  to  foretel  Hazael  all  the 
villanies  which  he  should  once  do  to  Israel ;  how  he 
should  fire  their  forts,  and  kill  their  young  men,  and 
rip  the  mothers,  and  dash  the  children.  I  marvel  not 
now  at  the  tears  of  those  eyes,  which  foresaw  this 
miserable  vastation  of  the  inheritance  of  Gk»d ;  the 
very  mention  whereof  is  abhorred  of  the  future 
author :  "  What,  is  thy  servant  a  dog,  that  I  should 
do  this  great  thing  f  they  are  savage  cruelties 
whereof  Uiou  speakest ;  it  were  more  fit  for  me  to 
weep,  that  thou  shouldest  repute  me  so  brutish :  I 
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should  no  leas  condemn  myself  for  a  beast,  if  I  could 
suspect  my  own  degeneration  so  far.  Wicked  men 
are  carried  into  those  heights  of  impiety,  which  they 
could  not,  in  their  good  mood,  have  possibly  believed; 
nature  is  subject  to  favourable  opinions  of  itself,  and 
will  rather  mistrust  a  prophet  of  God  than  her  own 
good  disposition.  How  many  &om  honest  beginnings 
have  risen  to  incredible  Ucentiousneas ;  whose  lives 
are  now  such  that  it  were  as  hard  for  a  man  to  believe 
they  had  ever  been  good,  as  to  have  persuaded  them 
once,  they  should  prove  so  desperately  ill. 

To  give  some  overture  unto  Hazae!  of  the  opportu- 
nity of  this  ensuing  mischief,  the  prophet  foretela  him, 
fi-om  God,  that  he  shall  be  the  king  of  Syria. 

He  that  shows  the  event,  doth  not  appoint  the 
means.  Far  was  it  from  the  spirit  of  God  s  prophet 
to  set,  or  encourage  a  treason :  while  he  saia  there- 
fore, "  Thou  shalt  be  king  of  Syria,"  he  said  not,  Go 
home,  and  kill  thy  master.  The  wicked  ambition  of 
Hazael  draws  this  damnable  conclusion  out  of  holy 
premises :  and  now  having  fed  the  hopes  of  his  sove- 
reign with  the  expectation  of  recovery,  the  next  day 
he  smothers  his  master.  The  impotent  desire  of  rule 
brooks  no  delay.  Had  not  H'azael  been  gracelessly 
cruel,  after  he  had  received  this  prediction  of  the 
seer,  he  should  have  patiently  waited  for  the  crown 
of  Syria,  till  lawAd  means  had  sot  it  upon  his  head  ; 
now  he  will  by  a  close  execution,  make  way  to  the 
throne  :  a  wet  doth  hath  stopped  the  mouth  of  his 
sick  sovereign,  no  noise  is  heaid,  the  carcass  is  fair  ; 
who  can  complain  of  any  thing  but  the  disease  I 

0  Hazael,  thou  shalt  not  thus  easily  stop  the  mouth 
of  thine  own  conscience ;  that  shall  call  thee  traitor, 
even  in  thy  chair  of  state,  and  shall  check  all  thy 
royal  triumphs  with,  "  Thou  hast  founded  thy  throne 
in  blood .'"  I  am  deceived  if  this  wet  cloth  shall  not 
wipe  thy  lips  in  thy  jolliest  feasts,  and  make  thy  best 
morsels  unaavouiy.  Sovereignty  is  paintiil  upon  the 
fairest  terms ;  but  upon  treachery  and  muraer  tor- 
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menting.  Woful  is  the  case  of  that  man,  whose 
public  cares  are  aggravated  with  private  guiltiness ; 
and  happy  is  he  that  can  enjoy  a  little  with  the  peace 
of  an  honest  heart. 


CONTEMPLATION  II. 

JEHU  WITH  JEHOBAH    AND  JEZEBEL. 

Yet  Hazael  hegan  his  crueltj  with  loss.  Kamoth- 
gilead  is  won  &om  him ;  Jehoram  the  son  hath  reco- 
vered that,  which  Ahah  his  father  attempted  in  vain. 
That  city  was  dear  bought  of  Israel,  it  cost  the  life 
of  Abab,  the  blood  of  Jehoram ;  those  wounds  were 
healed  with  victory;  the  king  tends  his  health  at 
Jezreel,  while  the  captains  were  enjoying,  and  second- 
ing their  success  at  Kamoth. 

Old  Elisha  hath  neither  cottage  nor  foot  of  land, 
yet  sitting  in  an  obscure  comer,  he  gives  order  for 
kingdoms ;  not  by  way  of  authority,  (this  usurpation 
haa  been  no  less  proud  than  unjust)  but  by  way  of 
message  from  the  God  of  kings ;  even  a  mean  herald 
may  go  on  a  great  errand  The  prophets  of  the 
gospel  have  nothing  to  do  but  with  spiritual  Ving. 
doms ;  to  beat  down  the  kingdoms  of  sin  and  Satan, 
to  translate  souls  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

He  that  renewed  the  life  of  the  Shunammite's  son, 
must  stoop  to  age;  that  block  liesinbieway  to  Jehu; 
the  aged  prophet  employs  a  speedier  messenger,  who 
must  also  gird  up  his  loins  for  haste.  No  common 
pace  will  serve  m,  when  we  go  on  Qod's  message ; 
the  very  loss  of  minutes  may  be  unrecoverable.  This 
great  aeer  of  God  well  saw  a  present  concurrence  of 
all  opportunities.  The  captains  of  the  host  were  then 
readily  combined  for  this  exploit ;  the  army  was  on 
foot,  Jehoram  absent:  a  small  delay  might  have 
troubled  the  work ;  the  dispersion  of  the  captains 
and  host,  or  the  presence  of  the  king,  might  either 
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have  defeated  or  slacked  the  despatch.  He  is  pro- 
digal of  his  success,  that  is  slow  in  his  execution. 

The  directions  of  Elisha  to  the  young  prophet  are 
full  and  punctual,  whither  to  go,  what  to  cany,  what 
to  do,  where  to  do  it,  what  to  say,  what  speed  to 
make,  in  his  act,  in  his  return.  In  the  businesses  of 
God,  it  matters  not  how  little  is  left  to  our  discretion : 
there  is  no  important  bueiness  of  the  Almighty, 
wherein  his  precepts  are  not  strict  and  express ;  look 
how  much  more  speciality  there  is  in  the  charge  of 
God,  so  much  more  danger  is  in  the  violation. 

The  young  prophet  is  curiously  obedient,  in  his 
haste,  in  bis  ohservation  and  carriage ;  and  finding 
Jehu,  according  to  Elisha's  prediction,  set  amongst 
the  captains  of  the  host,  he  singles  him  forth  by  a 
reverent  compellationj  "  I  have  an  errand  to  thee,  0 
captain."  Might  not  the  prophet  have  stayed  till  the 
table  had  risen,  and  then  have  followed  Jehu  to  his 
lodging  ?  Surely  the  wisdom  of  God  hath  purposely 
pitched  upon  this  aeason,  that  the  public  view  of  a 
sacred  messenger,  and  the  hasty  evocation  of  so  noted 
a  person  to  such  a  secrecy,  might  prepare  the  hearts 
of  those  commanders  of  Israel  to  the  expectation  of 
some  great  design. 

The  inmost  room  is  but  close  enough  for  this  act ; 
ere  many  hours,  all  Israel  shall  know  that,  which  yet 
may  not  be  trusted  with  one  eye :  the  goodness  of 
God  makes  wise  provision  for  the  safety  of  his  mes- 
sengers, and,  while  he  employs  their  service,  prevents 
their  dangers. 

But  how  is  it  that  of  all  the  kings  of  the  ten  tribes, 
none  was  ever  anointed  but  Jehu!  Is  it  for  that  the 
God,  who  would  not  countenance  the  erection  of  that 
usurped  throne,  would  countenance  the  alteration  ?  or 
is  it,  that  by  this  visible  testimony  of  divine  ordina- 
tion, the  courage  of  the  Israelitish  captains  might  be 
raised  up  to  second  the  high  and  bold  attempt  of  him 
whom  they  saw  destined  from  heaven  to  rule ! 

Together  with  the  oil  of  this  unction,  here  was  a 

VOL.  II.  P 
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charge  of  revenge ;  a,  revenge  of  the  blood  of  the 
prophets  upon  Jezebel,  of  wickedneee  and  idolatry 
upon  Ahab :  neither  was  the  extirpation  of  this  lewd 
family  fore-prophesied  only  to  Jehu,  but  enjoined. 

Elijah  foretold,  and  the  world  expected,  some  fear- 
ful account  of  the  abominable  cruelty  and  impiety  of 
that  accursed  house :  now  it  is  called  for  when  it 
seemed  forgotten.  Ahab  shall  have  no  posterity, 
Jezebel  shall  have  no  tomb  but  the  dogs.  This  woful 
doom  is  committed  to  Jehu's  execution. 

Oh  the  sure,  though  patient,  justice  of  the  Al- 
mighty !  Not  only  Ahab  and  Jesebel  had  been 
bloody  and  idolatrous,  but  Israel  was  drawn  into  the 
partnership  of  their  crimes  ;  all  these  shall  share  in 
the  judgment.  Elyah's  complaint  in  the  cave  now 
receives  this  late  answer ;  Hazael  shall  plague  Israel, 
Jehu  shall  plague  the  house  of  Ahab  and  Jezebel : 
Elisha's  servant  thus  seconds  Elisha's  master.  When 
wickedness  is  ripe  in  the  field,  Grod  will  not  let  it 
shed  to  grow  t^in,  and  cuts  it  up  by  a  just  and  sea- 
sonable vengeance.  Ahab's  drooping  under  the  threat 
hath  put  off  the  judgment  &om  his  own  days  ;  now 
it  comes  and  sweeps  away  his  wife,  liis  issue,  and  falls 
heavy  upon  his  subjects.  Please  yourselves,  0  ye 
vain  sinners,  in  the  slow  pace  of  vengeance ;  it  will 
be  neither  less  certain,  nor  more  easy,  for  the  delay : 
rather  it  were  to  pay  for  that  leisure  in  the  ex- 
tremity. 

The  prophet  hath  done  his  errand,  and  is  gone. 
Jehu  returns  to  his  fellows,  with  his  head  not  more 
wet  with  oil,  than  busied  with  thoughts ;  no  doubt 
his  face  bewrayed  some  inward  tumults  and  distrac- 
tions of  imagination,  neither  seemed  he  to  return  the 
same  he  went  out.  They  ask  therefore,  "  Is  all  well  ? 
Wherefore  came  this  mad  fellow  to  thee  ?"  The  pro- 
phets of  God  were  to  these  idolatrous  Israelites  like 
comets,  who  were  never  seen  without  the  portendment 
of  a  mischief  When  the  priests  of  their  Baal  were 
quietly  sacrificing,  all  was  well ;  but  now  when  a  pro- 
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phet  of  (Jod  comes  in  sight,  their  guiltiness  asks,  "  Is 
all  well  ?"  All  would  be  well  but  for  their  sins ;  they 
fear  not  these,  they  fear  their  reprover. 

Israel  was  come  to  a.  good  pass  when  the  prophets 
of  God  went  with  them  for  madmen.  Oh  ye  Baal- 
itish  rufSaas,  whither  hath  your  impiety  and  profane- 
ness  carried  you,  that  ye  should  thus  blaspheme  the 
servants  of  the  living  God  ?  Ye  that  run  on  madding 
after  vain  idols,  tax  the  sober  guides  of  true  worship 
for  madness.  Thus  it  becomes  the  godless  enemies 
of  truth,  the  heralds  of  our  patience,  to  miscall  our 
innocence,  to  revile  our  most  holy  profession.  What 
wonder  is  it  that  God's  messengers  are  madmen  unto 
those  to  whom  the  wisdom  of  God  is  foolishness  ? 

The  messa^  was  not  delivered  to  Jehu  for  a  con- 
cealment, but  for  publication.  Silence  could  not 
effect  the  word  that  was  told  him,  common  notice 
must,  "  Ye  know  the  man,  and  his  communication." 
The  habit  shows  you  the  man,  the  calling  shows  you 
his  errand.  Even  prophets  were  distinguished  by 
their  clothes;  their  mantle  was -not  the  common  wear: 
why  should  not  this  sacred  vocation  be  known  by  a 
peculiar  attire  J  These  captains  had  not  called  him 
a  madman,  if  they  had  not  known  him  a  prophet :  by 
the  man  therefore  they  might  guess  at  hia  message. 
Prophets  do  not  use  to  appear  but  upon  serious 
errands,  whether  of  reproof,  or  of  prediction. 

Nice  civilities  of  denials  were  not  then  known  to 
the  world:  they  said,  "It  is  false,  tell  us  now." 
Amongst  these  captains  no  combat,  no  unkindness 
follows  upon  a  word  so  rudely  familiar. 

Jehu  needs  not  tell  them  that  the  man  was  a  pro- 
phet ;  he  tells  them  the  prophecy  of  the  man,  what 
ne  had  said,  what  ho  had  done. 

Their  eyra  had  no  sooner  seen  the  oil,  their  ears 
had  no  sooner  heard,  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  I  have 
anointed  thee  king  over  Israel,"  than  they  rise  from 
their  seats,  as  rapt  with  a  tempest,  and  are  hurled 
into  arms :  so  do  they  haste  to  proclaim  Jehu,  that 
p2 
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tbe;  scarce  stay  to  snatch  up  their  garments,  which 
they  had  perhaps  left  behind  them  for  speed,  had 
they  not  meant,  with  these  rich  habiliments,  to 
garnish  a  state  for  their  new  sovereign,  to  whom, 
having  now  erected  an  extemporal  throne,  the;  do, 
hy  the  sound  of  trumpets,  give  the  style  of  royalty, 
"Jehu  is  king." 

So  much  credit  hath  that  mad  fellow  with  these 
gallants  of  Israel,  that  upon  his  word  they  will  pre- 
sently adventure  their  lives,  and  chan^  the  crown. 
Qod  gives  a  secret  authority  to  his  despised  servants, 
BO  as  they  which  hate  their  person  yet  reverence 
their  truth:  even  veiy  acomers  cannot  but  believe 
them.  If,  when  the  prophets  of  the  Grospel  tell  us  of 
a  spiritual  kingdom,  they  be  distrusted  of  those  which 
profess  to  observe  them,  bow  shameful  is  the  dispro- 
portion !     How  just  shall  their  judgment  be! 

Yet  I  cannot  say,  whether  mere  obedience  to  the 
prophet,  or  personal  dislikes  of  Jehoram,  or  partial 
respects  to  Jehu,  drew  the  captains  of  Israel  The 
will  of  God  may  be  done  thanklessly,  when  fulfilling 
the  substance,  we  &il  of  the  intention,  and  err  in 
circumstance. 

Only  Ramoth  is  conscious  of  this  sudden  inaugura- 
tion :  this  new  princedom  yet  reaches  no  further  than 
the  sound  of  the  trumpet.  Jehu  is  no  less  subtle 
than  valiant ;  he  knew  that  the  notice  of  this  unex- 
pected change  might  work  a  busy  and  dangerous 
resistance :  he  therefore  gives  order,  that  no  mes- 
senger of  the  news  may  prevent  his  person^  execu- 
tion, that  so  be  might  surprise  Jehoram  in  his  palace 
of  Jezreel,  whether  tending  bis  late  wonnds,  or 
securely  feasting  his  friends,  and  dreaming  of  nothing 
less  than  danger;  and  might  be  seen  and  felt  at 
once.  Secrecy  is  the  safest  guard  of  any  design ; 
disclosedprojects  are  either  irustrated,  or  made  need- 
lessly difficult 

Neither  is  Jehu  more  close  than  swift ;  that  very 
trumpet,  with  the  same  wind,  sounds  his  march  ;  from 
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the  top  of  the  stairs,  he  steps  down  into  his  chariot. 
That  man  means  to  speed,  who  can  be  at  once  reserved 
in  his  own  counsels,  and  resolute  and  quick  in  his 
performances. 

Who  could  but  pitj  the  unhappy  and  unseasonable 
visitation  of  the  grandchild  of  Jehoshaphat,  were  it 
not  that  he  was  d^nerated  into  the  family  of  Ahab  ? 
Ahaziah,  king  of  Judah,  is  come  to  visit  Jehoram, 
king  of  Israel ;  the  knowledge  of  his  late  received 
wounds  hath  drawn  thither  this  kind  ill-matched  ally. 
He,  who  was  partner  of  the  war,  cannot  but  be  a 
visitor  of  the  wounds. 

The  two  kings  are  in  the  height  of  theircompliment 
and  entertainments,  when  the  watchman  of  the  tower 
of  Jezreel  espies  a  troop  afar  off.  For  aught  was 
known,  there  was  nothing  but  peace  in  all  the  land  of 
Israel ;  and  Judah  was  now  so  combined  with  it,  that 
both  their  kings  were  feasting  under  one  roof;  yet  in 
the  midst  of  this  supposed  safety,  the  watch-tower  is 
not  unfurnished  with  heedy  eyes.  No  security  ot 
peace  can  free  wise  governors  from  a  careful  suspicion 
of  what  may  come,  and  a  proWdence  against  the  worst. 
Even  while  we  know  of  no  enemies,  the  watch-tower 
of  due  intelligence  may  not  be  empty. 

In  vain  are  dangers  foreseen,  if  they  be  not  pre- 
monished  ;  it  is  all  one  to  have  a  blind  and  a  mute 
watchman  ;  this  speaks  what  he  sees,  "  I  see  a  com- 
pany." 

Doubtless  Jehoram's  head  was  now  full  of  thoughts ; 
neither  knew  be  what  construction  to  put  upon  this 
approaching  troop.  Perhaps  the  Syrians,  he  thinks, 
may  have  recovered  Kamotb,  and  diased  the  garrison 
of  Israel ;  neither  can  he  imi^ine,  whether  these 
should  be  hostile  victors,  or  vanquished  subjects,  or 
conspiring  rebela.  Every  way  this  route  was  dreadful. 
Oh,  Jehoram,  thou  beginnest  thy  fears  too  late :  hadst 
thou  been  afraid  to  provoke  the  God  of  Israel,  thine 
innocency  had  yielded  no  room  to  these  terrors ! 

A  horseman  is  despatched  to  discover  the  meaning 
p3 
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of  this  descried  concourse.  He  meetE  them,  and  in- 
quires of  peace  ;  but  receives  a  short  answer,  "  What 
ha^t  thou  to  do  with  peace  ?  turn  thee  behind  ni&" 
A  second  is  addressed  with  the  same  success.  Both 
attend  the  train  of  Jehu,  instead  of  returning.  In- 
deed, it  is  not  for  private  persons  to  hope  to  rectify 
the  public  afiairs,  when  the^  are  grown  to  an  height 
of  disorder,  and  from  thence  to  a  ripeness  of  mis- 
carriage. Sooner  may  a  well-meaning  man  hurt  him- 
self, than  redress  the  common  danger. 

These  messengers  were  now  within  the  mercy  of  a 
multitude  ;  had  they  but  endeavoured  to  retire,  they 
had  perished  as  wilfully  as  vainly.  Whosoever  will 
be  striving  against  the  torrent  of  a  just  judgment, 
must  needs  be  carried  down  in  the  stream.  Some- 
times there  is  as  much  wisdom  in  yielding  as  courage 
in  resistance. 

Had  this  troop  been  &r  off,  the  watchman  could  not 
have  descried  the  arrival  of  the  messengers,  their  turn- 
ing behind,  the  manner  of  the  march.  Jeha  was  a 
noted  captain  ;  his  carriage  and  motion  was  observed 
more  full  of  fire  than  his  fellows :  "  The  driving  is  like 
Jehu's,  for  he  driveth  furiously."  God  makes  choice 
of  fit  instruments,  as  of  mercy,  so  of  revenge.  These 
spirits  were  needful  for  so  tragical  a  scene  as  was  now 
preparing  in  Israel 

Jehoram  and  Ahaziah,  as  nettled  with  this  forced 
patience  of  expectation,  can  no  longer  keep  their  seats, 
but  will  needs  hasten  their  chariots,  and  fetch  that 
costly  satisfaction  which  would  not  be  sent,  but  given. 

They  are  infatuated  which  shall  perish,  otherwise 
Jehoram  had  been  warned  enough  by  the  forcible  re- 
tention of  his  messengers,  to  expect  none  but  an 
enemy.  A  friend  or  a  subject  could  not  have  been 
unwiUing  to  be  known,  to  be  looked  for.  Now  for- 
getting his  wounds,  he  will  go  to  fetch  death. 

Yet  when  he  sees  Jehu,  whom  he  left  a  subject, 
hopes  strive  with  his  doubts,  "la  it  peace,  Jehu  I" 
What  may  he  the  reason  of  this  sudden  journey  ?  is 
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the  army  foiled  by  the  Syrians  ?  is  Uamoth  recovered  i 
or  hath  the  flight  of  the  enemy  left  thee  no  further 
work  ?  or  is  some  other  ill  news  guilty  of  thy  haste  ? 
what  means  this  unwished  presence,  and  return  ? 

There  needs  no  stay  for  an  answer ;  the  very  face 
of  Jehu,  and  those  sparkling  eyes  of  his,  spake  fiiry 
and  death  to  Jehoram,  which  yet  his  tongue  angerly 
seconds :  "  What  peace,  so  long  as  the  whoredoms  of 
thy  mother  Jezebel,  and  her  witchcrafts  are  so  many  V 

Wicked  tyrant,  what  speakest  thou  of  peace  with 
men,  when  thou  hast  thus  long  waged  war  with  the 
Almighty  ?  that  cursed  mother  of  thine  hath  nursed 
thee  with  blood,  and  trained  thee  up  in  abominable 
idolatries. 

Thou  art  not  more  hers  than  her  sin  is  thine ;  thou 
art  polluted  with  her  spiritual  whoredoms,  and  en- 
chanted with  her  hellish  witchcrafts :  now  that  just 
(rod,  whom  thou  and  thy  parents  have  so  heinously 
despited,  sends  thee  by  me  this  last  message  of  his 
vengeance :  which,  while  he  spake,  his  hand  is  drawing 
up  that  deadly  arrow,  which  shall  cure  the  former 
wounds  with  a  worse. 

Too  late  now  doth  wretched  Jehoram  turn  his 
chariot  and  flee,  and  err.  Treason,  0  Ahaziah !  There 
was  treason  before,  0  Jehoram !  thy  treason  against 
the  majesty  of  God  is  now  revenged  by  the  treason  of 
Jehu  against  thee. 

That  fatal  shaft,  notwithstandiug  the  swift  pace  of 
both  the  chariots,  is  directed  to  the  heart  of  Jehoram  ; 
there  is  no  erring  of  those  feathers  which  are  guided 
by  the  band  of  destiny. 

How  just  are  the  judgments  of  God  ■  it  was  in  the 
field  of  Naboth  wherein  Jehoram  met  with  Jehu  ;  that 
very  ground  called  to  him  for  hlood.  And  now  this 
new  avenger  remembers  that  prophecy  which  he  heard 
out  of  the  mouth  of  Elijah,  in  that  very  place,  follow- 
ing the  heels  of  Ahab,  and  is  careftil  to  perform  it. 
Little  did  Jehu  think,  when  he  heard  that  message  of 
Elijah,  that  his  hands  should  act  it.     Now,  aa  zealous 
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of  accomplishing  the  word  of  a  prophet,  he  gives  charge 
to  Bidkar,  hie  captain,  that  the  bleeding  carcass  of 
Jehoram  should  be  east  upon  that  very  plat  of  Na- 
both.  Oh  Naboth'a  blood  well  paid  for !  Ahab's 
blood  is  licked  by  doga,  in  the  very  place  where  those 
dogs  licked  Naboth's ;  Jehoram's  blood  shall  manure 
that  ground  which  was  wrung  from  Naboth,  and  Je- 
zebel shall  add  to  this  compost.  Oh  garden  of  herbs 
dearly  bought,  royally  dunged  I 

What  a  resemblance  there  is  betwixt  the  death  of 
the  father  and  the  son,  Ahab  and  Jehoram !  both  are 
slain  in  their  chariot,  both  with  an  arrow,  both  repay 
their  blood  to  Naboth :  and  how  perfect  is  this  retalia- 
tion !  not  only  Naboth  miscarried  in  that  cruel  in- 
justice, but  his  sons  also  ;  else  the  inheritance  of  the 
vineyard  had  descended  to  his  heirs,  notwithstanding 
his  pretended  offence.  And  now,  not  only  Ahab  for^ 
feits  his  blood  to  this  field,  but  his  son  Jehoram  also. 
Face  doth  not  more  answer  to  face  than  punishment 
to  sin. 

It  was  time  for  Ahaziah,  king  of  Judah,  to  flee. 
Nay,  it  had  been  time  long  before  to  have  fled  from 
the  sins,  yea  from  the  house  of  Ahab.  That  brand  is 
feariul  which  God  sets  upon  him ;  "  He  did  evil  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  as  did  the  house  of  Ahab,"  for  he 
was  the  son-in-law  of  the  house  of  Ahab.  Affinity  is 
too  often  guilty  of  corruption :  the  son  of  good  Je- 
hoshaphat  is  lost  in  Ahab's  daughter. 

Now  he  pays  for  his  kind  alliance,  accompanying 
the  son  of  Ahab  in  his  death,  whom  he  consorted  with 
in  his  idolatry.  Young  Ahaziah  was  scaree  warm  in 
his  throne,  when  the  mis-matched  blood  of  Athaliah 
is  required  from  him.  Nothing  is  more  dangerous 
than  to  be  imped  in  a  wicked  &mily  ;  this  relation 
too  often  draws  in  a  share  both  of  sin  and  punishment. 

Who  would  not  have  looked  that  Jezebel,  hearing 
of  this  bloody  end  of  her  son,  and  pursuit  of  her  ally, 
and  the  fearful  proceedings  of  this  prosperous  con- 
spiracy, should  have  put  herself  into  sackcloth  and 
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ashes  ;  and  now  finding  no  means  either  of  defence  or 
escape  should  have  cast  herself  into  such  a  posture  of 
humiliation,  as  might  have  moved  the  compassion  of 
Jehu  ?  Her  proud  heart  could  not  suddenly  learn  to 
stoop  ;  rather  she  recollects  her  high  spirits,  and,  in- 
stead of  humbling  her  soul  by  repentance,  and  ad- 
dressing herself  for  an  imminent  death,  she  pranks  up 
her  old  carcass,  and  paints  her  wrinkled  face,  and,  as 
one  that  vainly  hopes  to  daunt  the  courage  of  an 
usurper,  by  the  sudden  beams  of  majesty,  she  looks 
out,  and  thinks  to  fright  htm  with  the  challenge  of  a 
traitor,  whose  either  mercy  or  justice  could  not  be 
avoided.  Extremity  finds  us  such  as  our  peace  leaves 
us.  Our  last  thoughts  are  spent  upon  that  we  care 
most  for.  Those  that  have  regarded  their  face  more 
than  their  soul,  in  their  latter  end  are  more  taken  up 
with  desire  of  seeming  lair,  than  being  happy.  It  is 
no  marvel,  if  a  heart  obdured  with  a  custom  of  sin, 
shut  up  gracelessly.  Counterfeit  beauty  agrees  well 
with  inward  uncleanness. 

Jehu's  resolution  was  too  strongly  settled  to  be  re- 
moved with  a  painted  face,  or  an  opprobrious  tongue. 
He  looks  up  to  the  window  and  says,  "  Who  is  on  my 
side,  who  ?"  There  want  not  those  eveiy  where  which  ' 
will  be  ready  to  observe  prevailing  greatness.  Two 
or  three  eunuchs  look  out ;  he  bids  them  "  throw  her 
down  ;"  they  instantly  lay  hold  on  their  lately  adored 
mistress,  and,  notwithstanding  all  her  shrieks  and 
prayers,  cast  her  down  headlong  into  the  street. 

What  heed  is  to  be  taken  of  the  deep  professed  ser- 
vices of  hollow-hearted  followers  !  all  this  while  they 
have  humbly,  with  smUes  and  officious  devotions, 
fawned  upon  their  great  queen ;  now,  upon  the  call  of 
a  prosperous  enemy,  they  forget  their  respects,  her 
royalty,  and  cast  her  down,  as  willing  eiecutioners, 
into  the  jaws  of  a  fearful  death.  It  is  hard  for  great- 
ness to  know  them  whom  it  may  trust ;  perhaps  the 
&irest  semblance  is  from  the  falsest  heart.  It  was  a 
just  pUgue  of  God  upon  wicked  Jezebel,  that  she  was 
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inwardly  bated  of  her  own.  He  whose  servants  she 
persecuted,  raised  tip  enemies  to  her  from  her  own 
elbow. 

Thus  must  pride  f&H  ;  insolent,  idolatrous,  cruel 
Jezebel  besprinkles  the  walls  and  pavement  with  her 
blood ;  and  now  those  brains,  that  devised  mischief 
against  the  servants  of  God,  are  strewed  upon  the 
stones  ;  and  she,  that  insulted  upon  the  prophets,  is 
trampled  upon  by  the  horses'  heels :  "  The  wicted  is 
kept  for  the  day  of  destruction,  and  shall  be  brought 
forth  to  the  day  of  wrath." 

Death  puts  an  end  commonly  to  the  highest  dis- 

{ileasure.  He  that  was  severe  in  the  execution  of  the 
iving,  is  merciful  in  the  sepTilture  of  the  dead ;  "  Qo 
see  now  this  cursed  woman,  and  bury  her,  for  she  is 
a  king's  daughter."  She,  that  upbraided  Jehu  with 
the  name  of  Zimri,  shall  be  interr^l  by  John  as  Omri's 
daughter-in-law,  as  a  Sidonian  princess :  somewhat 
must  be  yielded  to  humanity,  somewhat  to  state. 

The  dogs  have  prevented  Jehu  in  this  purpose,  and 
have  given  her  a  living  tomb,  more  ignoble  than  the 
worst  of  the  earth :  oiuy  the  skull,  hands,  and  feet,  of 
that  vanished  carcass  yet  remain  ;  the  skull,  which 
was  the  roof  of  all  her  wicked  devices,  the  hands  and 
feet,  which  were  the  executioners,  these  shall  remain 
&s  the  monuments  of  those  sbameiul  exequies  :  that 
future  times,  seeing  these  fragments  of  a  body,  might 
say,  The  dogs  were  worthy  of  the  rest ;  thus  Jezebel 
is  turned  to  dung,  and  dog's  meat ;  EInah  is  veri6ed, 
Saboth  is  revenged,  Jeareel  is  purged,  Jehu  is  zealous, 
and,  in  all,  God  is  just. 


CONTEMPLATION  III. 

JBHD    KILLINa  THB   SONS    OF   AHAB,    AHD   THB    PBIBSTS 

OF    BAAL. 

Thbbe  were  two  prime  cities  of  the  ten  tribes,  which 
were  the  set  courts  of  the  kingdom  of  Israel,  ^maria 
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and  Jezreel ;  the  chief  palace  of  the  kingdom  was  Jez- 
reel,  the  mother  city  of  the  kingdom  was  Samaria  ; 
Jehu  ia  poseessed  of  the  one  without  any  sword  drawn 
against  him :  Jezreel  willingly  changes  the  master, 
yielding  itself  to  the  victor  of  two  kings,  to  the 
avenger  of  Jezebel ;  the  next  care  is  Samaria ;  either 
policy  or  force  shall  fetch  in  that  head  of  the  tribes. 

The  plentiful  issue  of  princes  is  no  small  assurance 
to  the  people ;  Ahab  had  sons  enough  to  famish  the 
thrones  of  all  the  neighbouring  nations,  to  maintain 
the  hopes  of  succession  to  all  times :  how  secure  did 
he  think  the  perpetuation  of  his  posterity,  when  ho 
aaw  seventy  sons  from  his  own  loins !  Keither  was 
this  royal  issue  trusted,  either  to  weak  walls,  or  to 
one  roof;  but  to  the  strong  bulwarks  of  Samaria ; 
and  therein  to  the  several  guards  of  the  chief  peers : 
it  was  the  wise  care  of  their  parents  not  to  have 
them  obnoxious  to  the  danger  of  a  common  miscar- 
riage, or  of  those  emulations  which  wait  upon  the 
cloyedness  of  an  undivided  conversation,  but  to  order 
their  separation  so,  as  one  may  rescue  other  from  the 
peril  of  assault,  as  one  may  respect  other  out  of  a 
lamiliar  strangeness.  Had  Ahab  and  Jezebel  been 
as  wise  for  their  souls,  as  they  were  for  their  seed, 
both  had  prospered. 

Jehu  is  yet  but  in  his  first  act ;  if  all  the  sons  of 
Ahab  bleed  not,  the  prophecy  is  unanswered :  there 
shall  be  no  need  of  his  sword,  his  pen  shall  work  all 
this  slaughter.  He  writes  a  challenge  to  Samaria, 
and  therein  to  the  guardians  of  the  eons  of  Ahab, 
daring  them,  out  of  the  confidence  in  their  defenced 
city,  in  their  chariots  and  horses,  in  their  as'sociates 
and  arms,  to  set  up  the  best  of  their  master's  sons  on 
his  Other's  throne,  and  to  fight  for  his  succession. 

Ail  the  governors  of  Ahab's  children  conspire  in 
one  common  fear:  no  doubt,  there  wanted  not,  in 
that  numerous  brood  of  kings,  some  groat  spirits, 
that,  if  at  least  they  attaint  to  the  notice  of  this 
design,  longed  for  a  revenge,  and  suggested  counsels 
f6 
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of  reaoiution  to  their  cowardly  guardians.  Shall  ao 
audacious  usurper  run  thus  away  with  the  crown  of 
Israel  ?  Shall  the  blood  of  Jezebel  be  thus  traitorously 
spilt,  thus  wilfully  forgotten !  Oh  Israelites,  can  you 
be  80  base  as  to  be  ruled  by  my  father's  servant  ? 
Where  are  the  merits  of  Aliab  and  Jehoram  ?  What 
is  become  of  the  loyal  courage  of  Israel  ?  Doubtless 
ye  shall  not  want  able  seconds  to  your  valour ;  do  ye 
think  the  royal  and  potent  alliances  of  our  mother 
Jezebel,  and  the  remaining  heirs  of  Judah,  can  draw 
back  their  hands  from  your  aid  ?  Will  they  endure 
to  swallow  so  cruel  an  indignity  ?  Stir  up  your 
astonished  fortitude,  0  ye  nobles  of  Israel !  fedeem 
your  bleeding  honour,  revenge  this  treacherous  con- 
spirator, and  establish  the  right  of  the  undoubted 
heirs  of  your  sovereign.  But  as  warm  clothes  to  a 
dead  man,  so  are  the  motions  of  valour  to  a  fearM 
heart.  "  Behold  two  kings  stood  not  before  him,  how 
then  shall  we  stand  ?" 

Fear  affrights  itself  rather  than  it  will  want  bugs 
of  terror,  ft  is  true,  two  kings  fell  before  Jehu,  but 
two  kings  unarmed,  unguarded.  Had  not  the  sur- 
prisal  of  Jehu  taken  advantage  of  the  unsuspicious 
nakedness  of  these  two  princes,  his  victory  had  not 
been  thus  successfiil,  thus  easy.  Half  one  of  those 
two  kings,  upon  advertisement  and  preparation,  had 
abated  ^e  fuiy  of  that  hot  leader.  It  is  the  fashion 
of  fear  to  represent  unto  us  always  the  worst,  in  eveiy 
event,  not  looking  at  the  inequality  of  the  advantages, 
but  the  misery  of  the  success :  as.  contrarily,  it  is  the 
guise  of  faith  and  valour,  by  the  good  issue  of  one 
enterprise,  to  raise  up  the  heart  to  an  expectation 
and  assurance  of  more. 

These  men's  hearts  are  dead  with  their  kings, 
neither  dare  entertain  the  hope  of  a  safe  and  pros- 
perous resistance,  but  basely  return,  "We  are  thy 
servants,  and  will  do  all  that  thou  shalt  bid  us ;  we 
will  not  make  any  king  ;  do  thou  that  which  is  good 
in  thine  eyea" 

cjiLz^j  J,  Google 
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Well  may  Jehu  think.  These  men,  which  are  thus 
disloyal  to  their  charge,  cannot  he  faithful  to  me ;  it 
is  their  fear  that  draws  them  to  this  observation ; 
were  they  not  cowards,  they  would  not  he  traitora  to 
their  princes,  auhjects  to  me :  I  may  use  their  hands, 
hut  I  will  not  trust  them.  It  is  a  thankless  obedience 
that  is  grounded  upon  fear;  there  can  he  no  true 
fidelity  without  love  and  reverence.  Neither  is  other 
betwixt  God  and  us :  if  out  of  a  dread  of  hell  we  be 
officious,  who  shall  thank  us  for  these  respects  to 
■  burselvea? 

As  one  that  had  tasted  already  the  sweetness  of  a 
resolute  expedition,  Jehu  writes  back  instantly,  "  If 
ye  he  mine,  and  if  ye  will  hearken  unto  my  voice, 
take  ye  the  heads  of  the  men  joxu  master's  sons,  and 
come  to  me  to  Jezreel  to-morrow  this  time."  Valiant 
Jehu  was  so  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  fear, 
that  he  well  knew  this  passion,  once  grown  despe- 
rate, would  be  ready  to  swallow  all  conditions  ;  so  &r 
therefore  doth  his  wisdom  improve  it,  as  to  make 
these  peers  his  executioners,  who  presently  upon  the 
receipt  of  his  charge,  turn  cruel,  and  by  a  jomt  con- 
sent fetch  off  the  seventy  heads  of  those  princes, 
whom  they  undertook  to  guard,  whom  they  had  flat- 
tered with  the  hopes  of  greater  honour. 

No  doubt,  but  amongst  so  many  sons  of  Ahab, 
some  had  so  demeaned  themselves,  that  they  had 
won  zealous  professions  of  love  from  their  guardians. 
Except,  perhaps,  death  stole  upon  them  in  sleep,  what 
tears,  what  entreaties,  what  conjiuations  must  here 
needs  have  been ! 

What  have  we  done,  0  ye  peers  of  Israel,  that 
might  deserve  this  bloody  measure  ?  We  are  the 
sons  of  Ahab,  therefore  have  ye  hitherto  professed  to 
observe  \ia ;  what  change  is  this  ?  why  ^ould  that, 
which  hath  hitherto  kept  you  loyal,  now  make  you 
cruel!  Is  this  the  reward  of  the  long  peaceable 
government  of  our  &ther  ?  Are  these  the  trophies 
of  Ahab's   victories   against   Benhadadj   Jehoram's 


326  JEHU   KILLINO   THE   SONS   OF   ASAB,     [bOOE  XX. 

against  Hazael !  If  we  may  not  reign,  yet  at  least 
let  us  live :  or,  if  we  must  die,  why  will  your  hands 
he  imbrued  in  that  Wood  which  ye  had  wont  to  term 
royal  and  sacred  ?  Why  will  ye  of  tutors  turn  mur- 
derers ?  All  pleas  are  in  vain  to  them  that  are 
deafened  with  their  own  fears.  Perhaps  these  ex- 
postulations might  have  fetched  some  dews  of  pity 
from  the  eyes,  and  kisses  from  the  lips  of  these  un- 
faithiiil  tutors,  but  cannot  prevent  the  stroke  of 
death.  These  crocodiles  weep  upon  those  whom  they 
must  kill ;  and  if  their  own  sons  had  been  in  the 
place  of  Ahab's,  doubtless  they  had  been  sacrificed 
to  the  will  of  an  usurper,  to  the  parent's  safety.  It 
is  ill  relying  upon  timorous  natures ;  upon  every  oc- 
casion those  crazy  reeds  will  break,  and  run  into  our 
hands.  How  worthy  were  Ahab  and  Jezebel  of  each 
friends  •  They  haa  been  ever  fiilae  to  God,  how 
should  men  be  true  to  them  I  They  had  sold  them- 
selves to  work  wickedness,  and  now  fhey  are  re- 
quited with  a  mercenary  fidelity ;  for  a  few  lines 
have  these  men  sold  all  the  heads  of  Ahab's  poste- 
rity. Could  ever  the  policy  of  Jezebel  have  reached 
80  far,  as  to  suspect  the  possibility  of  the  extirpation 
of  so  ample  an  issue,  in  one  night,  by  the  hands  of 
her  trustiest  subjects  ? 

Kow  she,  that  by  her  letter  sent  to  the  elders  of 
Jezreel,  shed  the  blood  of  Nahoth  and  his  sons,  hath 
the  blood  of  all  her  aone  shed,  by  a  letter  sent  from 
Jezreel  to  the  elders  of  Sa,maria.  At  last  God  will 
be  sure  to  come  out  of  the  debt  of  wicked  sinners, 
and  will  pay  tliem  with  that  coin,  which  is  both  most 
proper,  and  least  looked  for. 

Early  in  the  morning,  in  that  gate  of  Jezreel  where 
Ahab  had  passed  many  an  unjust  sentence,  is  pre- 
sented unto  Jehu  the  fearful  pledge  of  his  sove- 
reignty, seventy  ghastly  heads  of  the  sons  of  Ahab. 

Some  carnal  eye  that  had  seen  bo  many  young 
and  smooth  faces  besmeared  with  blood,  would  have 
melted  into  compassion,  bemoaning  their  harmless 
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age,  their  untimely  end.  It  is  not  for  the  justice  of 
God  to  stand  at  the  bar  of  our  corrupted  judgment. 
Except  we  include  some  grandchildren  of  Ahab  with- 
in this  number,  none  of  these  died  before  they  were 
seasoned  with  horrible  idolatry ;  or,  if  they  had,  they 
were  in  the  loins  of  Ahab  when  he  sold  himself  to 
work  wickedness  ;  and  now  it  is  just  with  God  to 
punish  Ahab's  wickedness  in  this  fruit  of  his  loins. 
The  holy  severity  of  God,  in  the  revenge  of  sin,  some- 
times goes  so  far,  that  our  ignorance  is  ready  to  mis- 
take it  for  cnielty. 

The  wonder  and  horror  of  those  two  heaps  hath 
easily  drawn  together  the  people  of  Jezreel.  Jehu 
meets  them  in  that  seat  of  public  judgment ;  and, 
finding  much  amazedness  and  passionate  confusion 
in  their  faces,  he  clears  them,  and  sends  them  to  the 
true  original  of  these  sudden  and  astonishing  mas- 
sacres. 

However  his  own  conspiracy,  and  the  cowardly 
treachery  of  the  princes  of  Israel  had  been,  not  with- 
out their  heinous  sin,  the  visible  means  of  this  judg- 
ment, yet  he  directs  their  eyes  to  a  higher  authority, 
the  just  decree  of  the  Almighty,  manifested  by  his 
servant  Elijah,  who,  even  by  the  willing  sins  of  men, 
can  most  wisely,  most  hostUely  fetch  about  his  most 
righteous  and  blessed  purposes. 

If  the  peers  of  Samaria  out  of  a  base  fear,  if  Jehu 
out  of  an  ambition  of  reigning,  shed  the  foul  blood  of 
Ahab's  posterity,  the  sin  is  their  own,  but  in  the 
mean  time,  the  act  is  no  other  than  what  the  infinite 
justice  of  God  would  justly  work  by  their  misinten- 
tions.  Let  these  Israelites  but  look  up  from  earth  to 
heaven,  these  tn^cal  changes  cannot  trouble  them  ; 
thither  Jehu  sends  them,  wiping  off  the  envy  of  all 
this  blood,  by  the  warrant  of  the  Divine  preordina- 
tion. In  obedience  whereunto,  he  sends  after  these 
heirs  of  Ahab  all  his  kinsfolks,  favourites,  priests 
that  remained  in  Jezreel ;  and  now,  having  cleared 
these  coasts,  he  hastens  to  Samaria:  whom  should 
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he  meet  in  the  way,  but  the  brethren  of  AhaziaH 
king  of  Judah,  they  are  going  to  visit  their  cousins 
the  SODB  of  Ahab.  This  young  troop  was  thinking  of 
nothing  but  jollity,  and  courtly  entertainment,  when 
they  meet  with  death.  80  suddenly,  so  secretly  had 
Jehu  despatched  these  bold  executions,  that  these 
princes  could  im^ne  no  cause  of  suspicion.  How 
could  thfey  think  it  might  be  dangerous  to  be  known 
for  the  brethren  of  Ahaziah,  or  friends  to  the  brethren 
of  Jehoram  ?  The  just  providence  of  the  Almighty 
hath  brought  all  this  covey  under  one  net.  Jehu 
thinks  it  not  safe  to  let  go  so  many  avengers  of 
Ahaztah's  blood,  so  many  cor-rivals  of  his  soverei^ty. 
The  unhappy  affinity  of  Jehoshaphat  with  Ahab  is  no 
less  guilty  of  this  slaughter  than  Jehu's  ambition : 
this  match,  by  the  inoculatioi)  of  one  bud,  bath 
tainted  all  the  sap  of  the  house  of  Judah.  The  two 
and  forty  brethren  of  Ahaziah  aro  therefore  sent  afler 
the  seventy  sons  of  Ahab,  that  they  may  overtake 
them  in  death,  whom  they  came  to  visit ;  God  wUl 
much  less  brook  idolatry  from  the  loins  of  a  Jeho- 
shaphat. Our  entireness  with  wicked  men  feoffs  us 
both  in  their  sins  and  judgments. 

Doubtless,  many  Israelites,  that  were  devoted  to 
the  family  and  allies  of  Ahab,  looked  (what  they 
durst)  awry  at  this  common  effusion  of  royal  blood ; 
yet  in  the  worst  of  the  depravedness  of  Israel,  there 
were  some  which  both  drooped  under  the  deplored 
idolatry  of  the  times,  and  congratulated  to  Jehu  this 
severe  vindication.of  God's  inheritance :  amongst  the 
rest,  Jonadab  the  son  of  Kechab  was  eminent.  That 
man  was  by  descent  derived  from  Jethro,  a  Midianite 
by  nation,  nut  incorporated  into  Israel,  a  man  whose 
piety  and  strict  conversation  did  both  teach  and 
shame  those  twelve  tribes  to  which  he  was  joined. 
He  was  the  author  of  an  austere  rule  of  civility  to 
his  posterity,  to  whom  he  debarred  the  use  of  wine, 
cities,  possessions.  This  old  and  rough  friend  of 
Jehu,  out  of  his  moving  habitations,  meets  him,  and 
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applauds  his  success.  He  that  aUowed  not  wine  to 
his  seed,  allows  the  blood  of  Ahab's  seed  poured  out 
"by  the  hand  of  Jehu :  he  that  shunned  the  city,  is 
carried  in  Jehu's  chariot  to  the  palace  of  Samaria. 

How  easily  might  Jehu  have  been  deceived !  Many 
a  one  professes  uprightness,  who  yet  is  all  guile. 
Jonadab's  carriage  hath  been  such,  that  bis  word 
merits  trust  It  is  a  blessing  upon  the  plain-hearted, 
that  they  can  be  believed.  H!onest  Jonadab  is  ad- 
mitted to  the  honour  of  Jehu's  seat,  and  called,  in- 
stead of  many,  to  witness  the  zeal  of  ihe  new  anointed 
king  of  Israel. 

While  Jehu  had  to  do  with  kings,  his  cunning  and 
his  courage  held  eqiial  pace  together ;  but  uow,  that 
he  is  to  deal  with  idolatrous  priests,  bis  wile  goes 
alone,  and  prevails ;  he  calls  the  people  together, 
and,  dissembling  his  intentions,  says,  "  Ahab  served 
Baal  a  little,  but  Jehu  shall  serve  him  much :  now 
therefore  call  unto  me  all  the  prophets  of  Baal,  all 
his  servants,  and  all  his  priests,  let  none  be  wanting; 
for  I  have  a  great  saorifice  to  do  to  Baal :  whosoever 
shall  be  wanting,  he  shall  not  live." 

What  a  dead  paleness  was  there  now  in  the  feces 
of  those  few  true-hearted  Israelites,  that  looked  for  a 
happy  restoration  of  the  religion  of  God !  How  could 
they  choose  but  think,  Alas !  how  are  we  fallen  from 
our  hopes !  Is  tliis  the  change  we  looked  for  ?  Was 
it  only  ambition  that  hath  set  this  edge  upon  the 
sword  of  Jehu  ?  It  was  not  the  person  of  Abab  that 
we  disliked,  but  the  sius ;  if  those  must  still  succeed, 
what  have  we  gained  ?  Woe  be  to  us  if  only  the  author 
of  our  misery  be  changed,  not  the  condition,  not  the 
cause  of  our  misery. 

On  the  other  side,  what  insultations  and  triumphs 
sounded  every  where  of  the  joyful  Baalites !  What 
glorying  of  the  truth  of  the  profession,  because  of  the 
success;  what  scorns  of  their  dejected  opposites!  Wluit 
exprobations  of  the  disappointed  hopes  and  predictions 
of  their  adverse  prophets !    What  promises  to  them- 
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selves  of  a  perpetuity  of  Baalism !  How  did  the  dis- 
perBed  priesta  of  Baal  now  dock  together,  and  applaud 
each  other's  happiness,  and  minify  the  devotions  of 
their  new  sovereign  I  N  ever  had  tluit  idol  so  glorious 
a  daj  as  this  for  the  pomp  of  his  service ;  before  he 
was  adored  singly  in  comers,  noif  solemn  sacrifices 
shall  be  offered  to  him  by  all  his  clients,  in  the  great 
temple  of  the  mother  city  of  Israel  I  can  commend 
the  zeal  of  Jehu,  I  cannot  commend  the  fraud  of  Jehu. 
We  may  come  to  our  end,  even  by  crooked  ways.  He 
that  bade  him  to  smite  for  liim,  did  not  bind  him  to 
lie  for  him.  Falsehood,  though  it  be  hut  tentative,  is 
neither  needed  nor  approved  by  the  Giod  of  truth.  If 
policy  have  allowed  officions  untruths,  religion  never. 

By  this  device  the  house  of  Baal  is  well  furnished, 
well  filled  ;  not  one  of  his  Chemarim  either  might  or 
would  be  absent :  not  one  of  those  wliich  were  present 
might  be  unrobed.  False  gods  have  ever  affected  to  im- 
itate the  true :  even  Baal  hath  temples,  altars,  priests, 
Tcstments :  all  religions  have  allotted  peculiar  habits 
to  their  highest  devotions.  Those  vestments,  which 
they  miscaSed  sacred,  are  brought  forth  and  put  on, 
for  the  glory  of  this  service. 

Jehu  and  Jonadab  are  first  careful  that  this  sepa- 
ration be  esact :  they  search  and  see  that  no  servant 
of  the  Lord  be  crept  into  that  throng.  What  should 
a  religious  Israelite  do  in  the  temple  of  Baal  ?  Were 
any  such  there,  he  bad  deserved  their  smart,  who 
would  partake  with  their  worship ;  but  if  curiosity 
should  have  drawn  any  thither,  Wie  mercy  of  Jehu 
seeks  his  rescue.  How  much  more  favourable  is  the 
God  of  mercies,  in  not  taking  advant^e  of  our  in- 
firmities I 

Well  might  this  search  have  bred  suspicion,  were  it 
not,  that  in  all  those  idolatrous  sacrifices,  the  first  care 
was  to  avoid  the  pro&ne :  even  Baal  would  admit  no 
mixture,  how  should  the  true  God  abide  it  ? 

Nothing  wanted  now  hut  the  sacrifice.  No  doubt 
whole  herds  and  flocks  were  ready  for  a  pretence  of 
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Bome  pojal  hecatombs,  whereof  some  bad  now  already 
smoked  on  their  altars.  0  Jebu,  what  means  this 
dilation  ?  If  thou  abhorrest  Baal,  why  didst  thou  give 
way  to  thia  last  sacrifice !  Why  didst  thou  not  out  off 
these  idcdaters,  before  this  upshot  of  their  wickedness  ? 
Was  it  that  thou  mightest  be  sure  of  their  guiltiness  ? 
Was  it  that  their  number,  together  with  their  sin, 
midit  be  complete?  What  acclamations  were  here 
to  Baal !  What  joy  in  the  freedom  of  their  revived 
worship !  When  all  on  the  sudden,  those  that  had 
sacrificed,  are  sacrificed.  The  soldiers  of  Jehu,  t^his 
appointment,  rush  in  with  their  swords  drawn,  ai^d 
turn  the  temple  into  a  slaughter-house.  How  is  the 
tune  now  changed !  What  shrieking  was  here !  What 
outcries !  What  running  from  one  sword  to  the  edge 
of  another !  What  scrambling  up  the  walls  and  pillars  I 
What  climbing  into  the  windows !  What  vain  endear 
vours  to  escape  that  death  which  would  not  be  shun- 
ned !  Whether  running,  or  kneeling,  or  prostrate,  they 
must  die. 

The  first  part  of  the  sacrifice  was  Baal's,  the  latter 
is  God's.  The  blood  of  beasts  was  offered  in  the  one, 
of  men  in  the  other :  the  shedding  of  this  was  so  much 
the  more  a<3ceptable  to  God,  by  how  much  these  men 
were  more  beasts  than  those  they  sacrificed.  0  happy 
obedience !  God  was  pleased  with  a  sacrifice  from  the 
house  of  Baal :  the  idolaters  are  slain,  the  idols  burnt, 
the  house  of  Baal  turned  to  a  draught,  though  even 
thus  less  unclean,  less  noisome  than  in  the  former 
perfumes :  and,  in  one  word,  Baal  is  destroyed  out  of 
Israel 

Who  that  had  seen  all  this  zeal  for  God,  would  not 
have  said,  Jebu  is  a  true  Israelite.  Yet  he  that  rooted 
out  Ahab,  would  not  be  rid  of  Jeroboam :  he  that 
destroyed  Baal,  maintained  the  two  calves  of  Dan  and 
Bethel  That  idolatry  was  of  a  lower  rank,  as  being 
a  mis-worship  of  the  true  God ;  whereas  the  other  was 
a  worship  of  the  false.     Even  the  easier  of  both  is 
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heinous,  and  sliall  rob  Jebu  of  the  praise  of  his  up- 
rightceBS. 

A  felse  heart  may  laudably  quit  itself  of  some  one 
gross  sin,  and  in  the  mean  time  hug  some  lesser  evil 
that  may  condemn  it ;  as  a  man  recovered  of  a  fever 
may  die  of  a  jaundice,  or  a  dropsy.  We  lose  the  thank 
of  all,  if  we  wilfully  fail  in  one. 

It  is  an  entire  goodness  that  God  cares  for :  perhaps, 
such  is  the  bounty  of  our  6od,  a  partial  obedience 
may  be  rewarded  with  a  temporal  blessing,  (as  Jehu's 
severity  to  Ahab  shall  cany  the  crown  to  his  seed  for 
four  generations  ;)  but  we  can  never  liave  any  com- 
fortable assurance  of  an  eternal  retribution,  if  our 
hearts  and  ways  be  not  perfect  with  God.  Woe  be  to 
us,  0  God,  if  we  be  not  all  thine !  we  cannot  hut  ever- 
lastindy.  depart  from  tliee,  if  we  depart  not  from  every 
sin.  Thou  hast  pui^ed  our  hearts  from  the  Baal  of 
our  groBB  idolatries  ;  0  clear  us  from  the  golden  calves 
of  our  petty  corruptions  also,  that  thou  mayest  take 
pleasure  in  our  uprightness,  and  we  may  reap  the 
sweet  comforts  of  thy  glorious  remuneration. 


CONTEMPLATION  IV. 

ATHALIAH  AND  JOASH. 

Oh  the  woftil  ruins  of  the  house  of  good  Jehoshaphat ! 
Jebu  hath  slain  two  and  forty  of  his  issue ;  Athaliah 
hopes  to  root  out  the  rest.  This  daughter  of  Ahab 
was  not  like  to  be  other  than  fatal  to  that  holy  line ; 
one  drop  of  that  wicked  blood  was  enough  both  to 
impure  and  spill  all  the  rest  which  affinity  had  mixed 
with  it. 

It  is  not  imlike,  that  Ahaziah,  betaking  himself  to 
the  society  of  Jeboram's  wars,  committed  the  sway 
of  his  sceptre  to  his  mother  Athaliah.  The  daughter 
of  Jezebel  cannot  but  be  plotting :  when  she  bears  of 
the  death  of  Ahaziah  and  his  brethren,  inflicted  by 
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the  heavy  hand  of  Jehu,  she  straight  casts  for  the 
kingdom  of  Judah.  The  true  heirs  are  infants ;  their 
minority  gives  her  both  colour  of  rule,  and  opportunity 
of  an  easy  extirpation.  Perhiwis  her  ambition  was  not 
more  guilty,  than  her  zeal  of  Baalism  ;  she  saw  Jehu, 
out  of  a  detestation  of  idolatry,  trampling  on  the  blood 
of  Jeboram,  Jezebel,  Abaziah,  the  sons  of  Ahah,  the 
brethren  of  Ahaziah,  the  priests  and  prophets  of  Baal, 
and,  in  one  word,  triumphing  in  the  destruction  hoth 
of  Ahah  and  his  gods  out  of  Israel ;  and  now  she 
thinks.  Why  should  not  I  destroy  Jehoshaphat  and  his 
God  out  of  Judah  ? ' 

Who  ever  saw  an  idolater  that  was  not  cruel  t 
Athaliah  must  needs  let  out  some  of  ber  own  blood 
out  of  the  throat  of  Ahaziah's  sons ;  yet  she  spares 
not  to  shed  it  out  of  a  thirst  of  sovereignty.  0 
God,  how  worthy  of  wonder  are  thy  just  and  merciful 
dispensations !  m  that  thou  sufFerest  the  seed  of  good 
Jehoabapbat  to  be  destroyed  by  her  hand,  in  whose 
affinity  he  offended,  and  yet  savest  one  branch  of  this 
stock  of  Jehoshaphat,  for  the  sake  of  so  faithful  a 
progenitor. 

Wicked  Athaliah,  couldst  thou  think  God  would  so 
far  forget  bis  servant  David,  though  no  other  of  those 
loins  had  seconded  his  virtues,  as  to  suffer  all  his  seed 
to  be  rooted  out  of  the  earth  ?  This  vengeance  was  for 
thy  father  Ahab,  The  man  according  to  God's  own 
heart  shall  have  a  lineal  heir  to  succeed  in  hia  throne, 
when  thou  and  thy  Other's  house  shall  have  vanished 
into  forgetfulness. 

For  tiis  purpose  hath  the  wise  Providence  of  God 
ordained  a  Jehoslieha,  and  matched  her  in  the  priest^ 
tribe.  Such  reverence  did  Jehoram  king  of  Judah, 
though  degenerated  into  the  idolatry  of  his  father-in- 
law  Ahab,  bear  to  this  sacred  function,  that  be  marries 
his  daughter  to  Jehoiada  the  priest.  Even  princesses 
did  not  then  scorn  the  bed  of  those  that  served  at 
God's  altar.  Why  should  the  Gospel  pour  contempt 
upon  that  which  the  law  honoured  ? 
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That  good  lady  had  too  much  of  Jehoshaphat  in  her, 
to  suffer  the  utter  extirpation  of  that  royal  seed :  she 
could  not,  doubtless,  without  tlie  extreme  danger  of 
her  own  life,  save  the  life  of  her  nephew  Joash :  with 
what  a  loving  boldness  doth  she  adventure  to  steal 
him  from  amongst  those  bleeding  carcases  in  the 
chamber  of  death !  Her  match  gave  her  opportunity 
to  effect  that,  which  both  nature  and  religion  moved 
her  to  attempt :  neither  know  I,  whether  more  to 
wonder  at  the  cuuning  of  the  device,  or  the  courage 
of  the  enterprise  ;  or  the  secrecy  of  the  concealment, 
or  the  liappmesa  of  the  success.  Certainly  Athaliah 
was  too  cruelly  careful  to  forget  this. so  late  bom  son 
of  Ahaziah ;  of  all  the  rest,  his  age  would  not  suffer 
him  to  be  out  of  her  eye.  In  all  likelihood  therefore 
she  must  needs  have  ntisaed  so  noted  a  corpse,  had 
there  not  been  a  substitution  ofsome  other  dead  child 
in  his  room :  in  that  age,  the  fiivour  is  not  so  distin- 
guishable, especially  of  a  dead  face.  Without  some 
pious  deceit,  this  work  could  never  have  been  effected ; 
else  had  the  child  been  secretly  subduccd,  and  missed 
by  his  bloody  grandmother:  her  perpetual  jealousy 
hath  both  expected  a  survivmg  heir,  and  continued 
a  curious  and  unavoidable  search :  botlk  which  were 
now  shunned  at  once,  while  Athaliah  reckons  him  for 
dead,  whom  Jehosheba  hath  preserved.  Mischief  some- 
times fails  of  those  appointments,  wherein  it  thinks  to 
have  made  the  surest  work ;  God  laughs  in  heaven  at 
the  plot?  of  tyrants,  and  befools  thera  iu  their  deepest 
projects.  He  had  said  to  David,  "  Of  the  fruit  of  thy 
body  wiH  I  set  upon  thy  seat ;"  in  vaiu  shall  earth  and 
hell  conspire  to  frustrate  it. 

Six  years  hath  Joash  and  his  nurse  been  hid  in  a 
close  cell  of  the  temple :  those  rooms  were  destined 
only  to  the  holy  tribe :  yet  now  rejoice  to  harbour 
such  a  guest :  the  rigour  of  the  ordinary  law  must 
yield  to  cases  of  so  important  necessity. 

All  this  could  not  possibly  be  done  and  continued 
without  the  privity  of  many  faithful  priests  and  Le- 
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vites,  who  were  as  careful  to  keep  this  counsel,  as 
hopeful  of  the  issue  of  it.  It  is  not  hard  for  many 
honest  hearts  to  agree  in  a  religious  secrecy ;  needs 
must  those  lips  be  shut,  which  God  hath  sealed  up. 

Judah  had  not  been  used  to  such  a  yoke  ;  long  had 
it  groaned  under  the  tyranny,  not  of  a  woman  only,  but 
of  an  idolatrous  Sidonian :  if  any  of  that  sex  might 
have  claimed  that  sceptre,  none  had  so  much  right  to 
it  as  Jehosheba  herself.  But  good  Jehoiada  the  priest, 
who  had  rather  be  a  loyal  guardian  to  the  king  than 
a  husband  to  a  mieen,  now  finds  time  to  set  on  foot 
the  just  title  of  Joash,  and  to  put  him  into  the  mis- 
usurped  throne  of  his  &ther  Ahaziah. 

In  the  seventh  year,  therefore,  he  sends  for  the 
captains  and  the  guard;  and,  having  sworn  them 
secrecy,  by  undoubted  witnesses,  makes  faith  unto 
them  of  the  truth  of  their  native  prince,  thus  happily 
rescued  from  the  bloody  knife  of  hia  merciless  grand- 
mother ;  marshals  the  great  business  of  his  inaugura- 
tion, gives  every  one  his  charge,  sets  every  one  his 
station,  and  so  disposes  his  holy  forces,  as  was  most 
needful  for  the  safety  of  the  king,  the  revenge  of  the 
usurper,  the  prevention  of  tumults,  the  establishment 
of  the  crown  upon  the  owner's  head  in  peace  and  joy. 

There  was  none  of  all  these  agents,  who  did  not 
hold  the  business  to  be  his  own ;  every  true  subject 
of'  Judah  was  feelingly  interested  in  this  service ; 
neither  was  there  any  of  them,  who  was  not  secretly 
heart-burned,  all  this  while,  with  the  hateful  govern- 
ment of  this  idolatrous  tyranness  ;  and  now  this  in  - 
ward  tire  is  glad  to  find  a  vent ;  how  gladly  do  thej 
'  address  themeelvea  to  this  welcome  employment !  The 
greatest  part  of  this  seCTet  band  were  Levites,  who 
might  therefore  both  meet  together  with  least  suspi- 
cion, and  be  more  securely  trusted  by  Jehoiada,  under 
whom  they  served.  Even  that  holy  priest  of  God, 
insteatl  of  teaching  the  law,  sets  the  guard,  orders  the 
captains,  ranges  the  troops  of  Judah ;  and  instead 
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of  a  censer,  brings  forth  the  spears  and  shields  of 
David ;  the  temiJe  is  for  the  present  a  field  or  an 
artillery-yard ;  and  the  ephods  are  turned  into  har- 
ness. That  house,  in  the  rearing  whereof  not  the 
noise  of  a  hammer  might  be  heard,  now  admits  of  the 
clashing  of  armour,  and  the  secret  murmurs  of  some 
military  achievement.  No  circumstances,  either  of 
place  or  calling,  are  so  punctual,  as  that  public  neces- 
sity may  not  dispense  with  their  alteration. 

All  things  are  now  ready  for  this  solemnity  :  each 
man  rejoices  to  fix  upon  his  own  footing ;  and  longs 
to  see  Uie  face  of  their  long-concealed  sovereign,  and 
vows  his  blood  to  the  vindication  of  the  common  li- 
berty, to  the  punishment  of  a  cruel  intruder.  Now 
Jehoiada  brings  forth  unto  them  the  king's  son,  and 
presents  him  to  the  peers  and  people ;  hardly  can  the 
multitude  contain  itself  from  shouting  out  too  soon  ; 
one  sees  in  his  countenance  the  features  of  his  father 
Ahaziah,  another  of  his  grandfather  Jehoram  ;  a  third 
professes  to  discern  in  him  some  lines  and  &shion  of 
his  great  grandfather  Jehoshaphat ;  all  find  in  his 
face  the  natural  impressions  of  majesty,  and  read  in 
it  the  hopes,  yea  the  prophecies  of  their  future  happi- 
ness. Not  with  more  joy,  tlian  speed,  doth  Jehoiada 
accomplishall  the  rites  of  the  coronation.  Before  that 
young  hing  could  know  what  was  done  to  him,  he  ia 
anointed,  crowned,  presented  with  the  book  of  the 
law.  Those  ceremonies  were  instructive,  and  no  doubt 
Jehoiada  failed  not  to  comment  upon  them  in  due 
time  to  that  royal  pupU. 

The  oil  wherewith  he  was  anointed,  signified  bis  de- 
signation to  that  high  service :  and  those  endowments 
from  heaven,  that  might  enable  him  to  so  great  a 
function. 

The  crown  wherewith  he  was  adorned,  signified  that 
glory  and  majesty  which  should  both  eniA>urage  and 
attend  his  princely  cares. 

The  book  of  the  testimony  signified  the_divine  rules 
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and  directioDs  whereto  he  must  frame  his  heart  and 
actions,  in  the  wieldingj  of  that  crown,  in  the  improve- 
ment of  that  oil 

These  three,  the  oil,  the  crown,  the  testimony,  that 
is,  inward  powers,  outward  munificence,  trq^  piety 
and  justice,  make  up  a  perfect  prince  ;  none  of  these 
may  be  wanting :  if  there  be  not  a  due  calling  of  God, 
and  abihties  meet  for  that  greatness,  ib^  oil  faileth ; 
if  there  be  not  a  majestic  grace  and  royalty  that  may 
command  reverence,  the  crown  is  missing ;  if  there  be 
not  a  careful  respect  to  the  law  of  God,  as  ihe  abso- 
lute guide  of  all  counsels  and  determinations,  the 
testimony  is  neglected  :  all  of  them  concurring  make 
both  king  and  people  happy. 

Now  it  is  time  for  the  people  to  clap  their  hands, 
and  by  their  loud  acclamations  to  witness  their  joy, 
which  must  needs  break  forth  with  so  much  more  force, 
by  how  much  it  was  longer  upon  fears  and  policy  sup- 
pressed. 

The  court  and  temple  were  near  together ;  however 
it  was  with  Athaliah,  and  the  late  revolted  princes  of 
Judah,  according  to  the  common  word,  the  nearer  to 
the  church,  the  farther  from  God  ;   their  religious 

Eredeceasors  held  it  the  greatest  commodity  of  their 
ouse,  that  it  neighboured  upon  the  house  of  God. 
From  her  palace  might  Athaliah  easily  hear  the  joy- 
fal  shouts  of  the  multitude,  the  loud  noise  of  the 
trumpets  ;  and  as  astonished  with  this  new  tumult  of 
public  gratulationa,  she  comes  running  into  the  temple. 
Never  had  her  foot  trod  upon  that  holy  pavement  till 
■  now,  that  she  came  to  fetch  a  just  revenige  from  that 
God  whose  worship  she  had  contemned. 

It  fell  out  well,  that  her  sudden  amazedness  called 
her  forth,  without  the  attendance  of  any  strong  guard, 
whose  side-taking  might  have  made  that  quarrel  mu- 
tually bloody.  She  soon  hears  and  sees  what  she  likes 
not ;  her  ear  meets  with,  God  save  the  king ;  her  eye 
meets  with  the  unlooked-for  heir  of  the  kingdom, 
sitting  on  his  throne,  crowned  and  robed  in  the  royal 
VOL.  II,  li 
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fasbton,  guarded  with  the  captains  and  soldiers,  pro- 
olaimed  by  the  trumpeters,  aoelaimed  and  applauded 
by  the  people. 

Who  can  say,  whether  this  sight  drove  her  more  near 
to  freitfy  or  death !  how  could  it  be  otherwise  when 
those  great  spirits  of  hers,  that  had  been  long  used  to 
an  uncontrolled  sovereignty,  find  themselves  so  unex- 
pectedly auf^essed. 

She  now  rends  her  clothes,  and  cries.  Treason,  trea^ 
son  ;  as  if  that  voice  of  hers  could  still  command  all 
hearts,  ail  hands ;  as  if  one  breath  of  hers  were 
powerful  enough  to  blow  away  all  these  new  designs. 
0  Athaliah!  to  whom  dost  thou  complain  thyself? 
they  are  thy  just  executioners  wherewith  thou  art 
encompassed  :  if  it  be  treason  to  set  up  the  true  heir 
of  Ahadah,  thou  appealest  to  thy  traitors :  the  trea- 
son was  thine,  theirs  is  justice.  The  time  is  now 
come  of  thy  reckonings  for  all  the  royal  blood  of 
Judah,  which  thine  ambition  shed ;  wonder  rather  at 
the  patience  of  this  long  forbearance,  than  the  rigour 
of  this  execution. 

There  needs  no  formal  seat  of  justice  in  so  apparent 
offence.  Jehoiada  passes  the  sentence  of  death  upon 
her :  "  Have  her  forth  of  the  ranges,  let  her  not  be 
slain  in  the  house  of  the  Lord ;  and  him  that  followeth 
her  kill  with  the  sword." 

Had  not  this  usurpation  been  palpable,  Jehoiada 
would  not  have  presumed  to  intermeddle.  Now,  being 
both  the  priest  of  God,  and  uncle  and  protector  to  the 
lawful  king,  he  doth  that  out  of  the  necessity  of  the 
state,  which  his  infant  sovereign,  if  he  could  have  been 
capable  of  those  thoughts,  would  have  desired. 

Violent  hands  are  laid  upon  Athaliah,  whom,  no 
doubt,  a  proud  and  furious  disdain  of  so  quick  a  cbai^, 
and  of  so  rough  a  us^e,  made  miserahlv  impatient. 
Now  she  frowns  and  caUa,  and  shrieks  and  commands, 
and  threatens  and  reviles,  and  entreats  in  vain,  and 
dies  with  as  much  tU-will  from  herself,  as  she  lived 
with  the  ill-will  of  her  repining  subjects. 
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I  see  not  any  one  man  of  all  Iicr  late  flatterers  that 
follows  her,  either  for  pity  or  rescue.  Every  man 
willingly  gives  her  up  to  justice ;  not  one  sword  is 
drawn  in  lier  defence,  not  one  eye  laments  her.  Such 
is  the  issue  of  a  tyrannical  misgovemment ;  that  which 
is  obeyed  not  without  secret  hate,  ia  lost  not  without 
public  joy. 

How  hke  ia  Athaliah  to  her  mother  Jezehel !  as  in 
conditions  and  carriage,  so  even  in  death ;  both  killed 
violently,  both  killed  under  their  own  waDs,  both  slain 
with  treason  in  their  mouths,  both  slain  in  the  en- 
trance of  a  changed  government ;  one  trod  on  by  the 
horses,  the  other  slain  in  the  horse-gate :  both  paid 
their  own  blood  for  the  innocent  blood  of  others. 

How  suddenly,  how  easily  is  Judah  restored  to  it- 
self, after  so  long  and  so  fearful  a  depravation !  The 
people  scarce  believe  their  own  eyea  for  the  wonder 
of  tnis  happy  change :  neither  know  I,  whether  they 
be  more  joyed  in  the  sight  of  their  new  king  thus 
strangely  preserved,  or  in  the  sight  of  Jehoiada  that 
had  preserved  him. 

No  man  can  envy  the  protection  of  the  young  king 
unto  him  by  whose  means  he  lives  and  reigns.  That 
holy  man  cares  only  to  improve  his  authority  to  the 
common  good  :  "  He  makes  a  covenant  between  the 
Lord  and  the  king,  and  the  people :"  and  after  so  long 
and  dangerous  a  disjunction,  re-unites  them  to  each 
other.  Their  revived  zeal  bestirs  itself,  and  breaks 
down  the  temples,  and  altars,  and  images  of  Baal,  and 
sacrifices  his  idolatrous  priests.  Shortly  both  Ahab 
and  Baal  are  destroyed  out  of  Judah. 

The  sceptre  of  Judah  is  changed  from  a  woman  to 
a  child ;  but  a  child  trained  up  and  tutored  by  Je- 
hoiada.  This  minority,  so  guided,  was  not  inferior  to 
the  mature  age  of  many  predecessors.  Happy  is  that 
land,  the  non-age  of  whose  princes  &II3  into  holy  and 
just  hands :  yet,  even  these  noly  and  just  hands  came 
short  of  what  they  might  have  dona  The  high  places 
remained  still ;  those  altars  were  erected  to  the  true 
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Qod,  but  in  a  wrong  place.  It  is  marvel,  if  there  be 
not  some  blemiabeH  found  in  the  best  government :  I 
doubt  Jehoiada  shall  once  buy  it  dear,  that  he  did  not 
hia  utmost. 

But  for  the  main,  all  was  well  with  Judah,  in  all 
the  days  of  Jehoiada,  even  after  that  Joash  was  grown 
past  his  pupilage.  He  that  was  the  tutor  to  his  in- 
fancy, was  the  counsellor  of  his  ripe  age,  and  was 
equally  happy  in  both.  How  pleasing  was  it  to  that 
good  high  priest  to  be  commanded  by  that  charge  of 
his  in  the  business  of  God !  The  young  king  gives 
order  to  the  priests,  for  the  collection  of  large  sums, 
to  the  repairing  of  the  breaches  of  God's  house.  It 
becomes  him  well  to  take  care  of  that,  which  was  the 
nursery  of  his  infancy :  and  now,  after  three-and- 
twenty  years,  he  expostulates  with  his  late  guardian 
Jehoiada,  and  the  rest  of  his  court,  "  Why  repair  ye 
not  the  breaches  f 

Oh  gracious  and  happy  vicissitude !  Jehoiada  the 
priest  had  ruled  the  infancy  of  king  Joash  in  matters 
of  state,  and  now  Joash  the  king  commands  aged  Je- 
hoiada the  priest  in  matter  of  devotion.  In  the  affairs 
of  God,  the  action  is  the  priest's,  the  oversight  and 
ooaction  is  the  prince's.  Bj  the  careful  endeavour  of 
both,  God's  house  is  repaired,  his  service  flourisheth. 

But  alas!  that  it  may  too  well  appear,  that  the 
ground  of  this  devotion  was  not  altogetner  inward,  no 
sooner  dotb  the  life  of  Jehoiada  cease,  than  the  d^ 
votion  of  Joash  begins  to  languish  ;  and,  after  some 
languor,  dies. 

The  benefit  of  a  truly  religious  prelate,  or  states- 
man, is  not  known  till  his  loss. 

Now,  some  idolatrous  peers  of  Judah  hav«  soon  mis- 
carried the  king,  from  the  house  of  the  Lord  God  of 
their  Withers,  to  serve  groves  and  idols.  Yea,  whither 
go  we  wretched  men,  if  we  be  left  by  our  Maker? 
King  Joash  is  turned  not  idolater  only,  but  perse- 
cutor ;  yea,  which  is  yet  more  horrible  to  consider, 
persecutor  of  the  son  of  that  Jehoiada  to  whom  he 
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owes  his  own  life.  Zechariah  his  cousin-german,  his 
foster-brother,  the  holy  iaaue  of  those  parents  by  whom 
Joaah  lives  and  reig;ns,  for  the  conscionable  rebuke  of 
the  idolatry  of  pnnce  and  people,  is  unjustly  and 
cruelly  murdered  by  that  unthankful  hand.  How 
possible  ia  it  for  fair  and  saint-like  beginnings  to  shut 
up  in  monstrous  impieties !  Let  him  that  thinks  be 
Btands,  take  heed  lest  he  falL  When  did  God  ever 
put  up  so  foul  ingratitude  to  himself,  to  his  servants  ? 
Oh  Joash !  what  eyes  can  pity  the  fearful  destruction 
of  thee  and  thy  Judab  ? 

If  ye  liave  forgotten  the  kindness  of  Jehoiada,  your 
unkindness  to  Jehoiada  sh&ll  not  be  foi^otten.  "  A 
small  army  of  Syrians  came  up  against  Judah  and 
Jerusalem,  and  destroyed  all  the  princes  of  the  people, 
and  sent  all  the  spoil  of  them  to  Damascus."  Now 
Hazael  revenges  this  quarrel  of  God,  and  his  anointed, 
and  plagues  that  people  which  made  themselves  un- 
worthy to  be  the  Lord's  inheritance. 

And  what  becomes  of  Joash  ?  he  is  left  in  great 
diseases,  when  bis  own  servants  conspired  against  him 
"  for  the  blood  of  the  sons  of  Jehoiada,  and  slew  him 
on  his  bed,  and  he  died,  and  they  buried  him  not  in 
the  sepulchre  of  the  kings."  Dying  Zechariab  had 
said  in  the  bitterness  of  his  departing  soul,  "  The 
Lord  look  upon  it  and  require  it."  I  confess,  I  had 
rather  to  have  beard  him  say,  "The  Lord  pass  it  over, 
and  remit  it:"  so  said  Stephen.  Such  difference 
there  is  between  a  martyr  of  the  Law  and  of  the 
Gospel ;  although  I  will  hope  the  zeal  of  justice,  not 
the  uncliaritable  heat  of  revenge,  drew  forth  this  word. 
God  hears  it,  and  now  gives  an  account  of  his  notice. 
Thus  doth  the  Lord  require  the  blood  of  Jehoiada's 
son,  even  by  the  like  unthankful  hand  of  the  obliged 
servants  of  Joash.  He  that  was  guilty  of  abominable 
idolatry,  yet,  as  if  God  meant  to  waive  that  challenge, 
is  called  to  reckoning  for  his  cruel  unthankfulness  to 
Jehoiada :  this  crime  shall  make  him  odious  alive, 
and  shall  abandon  him  dead  irom  the  sepulchre  of  his 
43 
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fathers  ;  as  if  this  last  royalty  were  too  good  for  him, 
who  had  forgotten  the  law  of  humanity.  Some  vices 
are  such,  aa  nature  smiles  upon,  though  frowned  at 
by  divine  justice.  Others  are  such  as  even  nature 
itself  abhors ;  such  is  this  of  ingratitude,  which  there- 
fore carries  so  much  more  detestation  from  God,  as  it 
is  more  odious  even  to  them  that  have  blotted  out  the 
image  of  Go^ 


CONTEMPLATION  V. 

J0A8H,    WITH    ELISHA   DTINO. 

The  two  kingdoms  of  Judah  and  Israel,  however 
divided  both  in  government  and  aifectioa,  yet  loved 
to  interchange  the  names  of  their  kings :  even  Israel 
also  had  their  Joash,  no  better  tban  that  of  Judah ; 
he  was  not  more  the  father  of  the  latter  Jeroboam, 
than,  in  respect  of  mis-worship,  he  was  the  son  of  the 
first  Jeroboam,  who  made  Israel  to  sin.  Those  calves 
of  Dan  and  Bethel,  out  of  a  politic  misdevotion,  be- 
sotted all  the  succession  of  the  ten  usurped  tribes. 
Yet  even  this  idolatrous  king  of  Israel  comes  down 
to  visit  the  sick  bed  of  Elisha,  and  weeps  upon  his  . 
face. 

That  holy  prophet  was  never  any  flatterer  of 
princes,  neither  spared  he  invectives  i^inst  their 
most  plausible  sins :  yet  king  Joasb,  that  was  beaten 
by  his  reproofs,  washes  that  face  witli  the  tears  of 
love  and  sorrow,  which  had  often  frowned  upon  his 
wickedness. 

How  much  difference  there  was  betwixt  the  Joash 
of  Israel  and  the  Joash  of  Judah .'  That  of  Judah, 
having  been  preserved  and  nurtured  by  Jehoiada  the 
priest,  after  all  professions  of  deamess,  shuts  up  in 
the  unkind  murder  of  his  son,  and  that  merely  for 
the  just  reproof  of  his  own  idolatry ;  this  of  Israel, 
having  been  estranged  from  the  prophet  Elisha,  and 
sharply  rebuked  for  the  like  offence,  makes  love  to 
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his  dying  reprover,  and  bedewa  his  pale  face  with  his 
tears.  Both  were  bad  enough :  but  this  of  Israel  was, 
however  vicious,  yet  good-natured:  that  of  Judah 
added  to  his  wickedness  an  ill  disposition,  a  do^ed 
humour.  There  are  varieties  even  of  evil  men ;  some 
are  worse  at  the  root,  others  at  the  branch ;  some 
more  civilly  harmless,  others  fouler  in  morality.  Ac- 
cording to  the  exercise  of  the  restrainingij[race,  natural 
men  do  either  rise  or  fall  in  their  ill. 

The  longest  day  must  have  its  evening.  Good 
Elisha,  that  had  lived  some  ninety  years,  a  wonder  of 
prophets,  and  had  outworn  many  successions  in  the 
thrones  of  Israel  and  Judab,  is  now  cast  upon  the 
bed  of  his  sickness,  yea,  of  his  death.  That  very  age 
might  seem  a  disease,  which  yet  is  seconded  with  a 
languishing  distemper.  It  is  not  in  thepower  of  any 
holiness  to  privilege  us  from  infirmity  of  body,  from 
final  dissolution.  He  that  etretched  himself  upon  his 
bed,  over  the  dead  carcass  of  the  Shunammite's  son, 
and  revived  it,  must  now  stretch  out  his  own  Umhs 
upon  his  sick  bed,  and  die.  He  saw  his  mastei 
Elijah  rapt  up  suddenly  from  the  earth,  and  fetched 
by  a  fiery  chariot  from  this  vale  of  mortality ;  himself 
must  leisurely  wait  for  his  last  pangs,  in  a  lingering 
passage  to  the  same  glory.  There  is  not  one  way 
appointed  to  us  by  the  Divine  Providence,  unto  one 
common  blessedness ;  one  bath  more  pain,  another 
bath  more  speed ;  violence  snatchetn  away  one ; 
another,  by  an  insensible  pace,  draws  every  day 
nearer  to  hia  term :  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God 
magnifies  itself  in  both.     Happy  is  he,  that  after  due 

E reparation,  is  passed  through  the  gates  of  death  ere 
e  be  aware.  Happy  is  he,  that  by  the  holy  use  of 
long  sickness,  is  taught  to  see  the  gates  of  death  afar 
off,  and  is  addressed  for  a  resolute  passage  :  the  one 
dies  like  Elijah,  the  other  like  Elisha ;  both  blessedly. 
The  time  was,  when  a  great  king  sent  to  Elisha  to 
know  if  he  should  recover :  now  the  king  of  Israel,  as 
knowing  that  Elislia  shall  not  recover,  so  had  his 
Q  4 
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consumption  spent  him,  comes  to  visit  the  dying  pro-  ■ 
phet ;  and  when  his  tears  would  give  him  leave, 
breaks  forth  into  a  passionate  exclamation  ;  "  O  my 
father,  my  father,  the  chariots  of  Israel,  and  the  horse- 
men thereof!"  Yet  the  calves  of  Dan  and  Bethel 
liave  left  some  goodness  in  Joash :  as  the  best  man 
hath  something  in  him  worthy  of  reproof,  so  the 
faultiest  hath  something  commendable.  Had  not  the 
Spirit  of  God  himself  told  us,  that  Joash  did  that 
which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  we  had 
admired  this  piety,  this  reverent  respect  to  the  pro- 
phet. The  holiest  man  could  not  have  said  more.  It 
IS  possible  for  the  clients  of  a  false  worship  to  honour, 
out  of  another  regard,  the  professors  of  truth-  From 
the  hand  of  Elisha  had  Jehu,  the  grand&ther  of 
Joash,  received  his  unction  to  the  kingdom ;  this 
favour  might  not  be  forgotten. 

'  Visitation  of  the  sick  is  a  duty  required  both  by 
the  law  of  humanity,  and  of  religion.  Bodily  infirmity 
is  sad  and  comfortless:  and  therefore  needs  the 
presence  and  counsel  of  friends  to  relieve  it :  although, 
when  we  draw  the  curtains  of  those  that  are  emi- 
nently gracious,  we  do  rather  fetch  with  Joash,  than 
bring  a  blessing. 

How  sensible  should  we  be  of  the  loss  of  holy  men, 
when  a  Joash  spends  his  tears  upon  Elisha !  If  we 
he  more  affected  with  the  foregoing  of  a  natural 
friend,  or  kinsman,  than  of  a  noted  and  useful  pro- 
phet, it  ai^es  more  love  to  ourselves  than  to  the 
church  of  God,  than  to  God  himself. 

What  use  there  waa  of  chariots  and  horsemen  in 
those  wars  of  the  ancients,  all  histories  can  tell  us ; 
all  the  strength  of  the  battle  stood  in  these ;  there 
could  be  neither  defence  nor  offence  but  by  them : 
such  was  Elisha  unto  Israel  The  greatest  safeguard 
to  any  nation  is  the  sanctity  and  faithfulness  of  their 
prophets,  without  which  the  church  and  state  lie 
open  to  utter  desolation. 

The  same  words  that  Elisha  said  of  his  master 


CONT.  v.]  JOASH,  WITH  HUSHA  DTISO.  345 

Elijah,  when  he  saw  him  taken  up  fix>m  the  earth; 
dotii  Joash  now  speak  of  Elisha,  near  his  dissolution ; 
"  Oh,  my  father,  my  father,  the  chariots  of  Israel, 
and  the  horsemen  thereof!"  The  words  were  good, 
the  tears  were  pious,  but  where  are  the  actions  ?  Oh, 
Joash !  if  the  prophet  were  thy  &ther,  where  was  thy 
filial  obedience  ?  He  cried  down  thy  calves,  thou  up- 
holdest  them  ;  he  counselled  thee  to  good,  thou  didst 
evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord. 

If  the  prophet  were  the  chariot  and  horsemen  of 
Israel,  why  didst  thou  fig^t  against  his  holy  doctrine  7 
If  thou  weepest  for  his  loss,  why  didst  thou  not 
weep  for  those  sics  of  thine  that  procured  it  ? 

Had  thy  hand  answered  thy  tongue,  Israel  had 
been  happy  in  Elisha,  Elisha  had  been  happy  in  Israel 
and  thee  Words  are  no  good  trial  of  profession  ;  the 
worst  men  may  speak  well.  Actions  have  only  the 
power  to  descry  hypocrites. 

Yet  even  a  Joash,  thus  complying,  shall  not  go 
away  unblessed.  This  outward  kindness  shall  receive 
an  outward  retribution.  These  few  drops  of  warm 
water,  shed  upon  the  &ce  of  a  prophet,  shall  not  lose 
their  reward.  The  spirit  of  prophecy  forsakes  not 
the  death-bed  of  ElisI^ :  he  ciuls  for  bow  and  arrows, 
and  puts  them  into  the  hand  of  Joash,  and  putting 
his  hand  upon  the  king's  hand,  he  bids  to  shoot  east- 
ward, and  while  the  rfiaft  flies,  and  lights,  he  says, 
"  The  arrow  of  the  Lord's  deliverance  from  Syria  ;  for 
thou  shalt  smite  the  Syrians  in  Aphek,  till  thou  have 
consumed  them."  If  the  weak  and  withered  hand  of 
the  prophet  had  not  been  upon  the  youthfiil  and 
vigorous  hand  of  the  king,  this  bow  had  been  drawn 
in  vain :  the  strength  was  from  the  hand  of  the  king, 
the  blessing  from  the  hand  of  the  prophet.  He  whose 
real  parable  hath  made  the  earth  to  he  Syria,  the 
arrow  revenge,  the  archer  Joash,  hath  obtained  for 
his  last  boon  from  Crod  to  Israel,  that  this  archer 
shall  shoot  this  arrow  of  revenge  into  the  heart  of 
Syria,  and  wound  it  to  death.  When  then  the  hand 
ft  5 
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of  the  king  and  of  the  prophet  draws  together,  there 
cannot  choose  but  success  must  follow. 

How  readUy  doth  Elisha  now  make  good  the  words 
of  Joash !  How  truly  is  he  the  chariots  and  horse- 
men of  Israel ;  Israel  had  not  fought  without  him, 
much  less  had  been  victorious ;  if  theirs  he  the  endea- 
vour, the  success  is  his.  Even  the  dying  prophet 
puts  life  and  speed  into  the  forces  of  Israel ;  and 
while  he  is  diggmg  his  own  grave,  is  raising  trpphies 
to  God's  people. 

He  had  received  kindness  from  the  Syrians ; 
amongst  them  was  he  harboured  in  the  dearth,  and 
from  some  of  their  nobles  was  presented  with  rich 
gifts :  but  their  enmity  to  Israel  drowns  all  his  private 
respects ;  he  cannot  but  profess  hostility  to  the  pub- 
lic enemies  of  the  Church,  neither  can  he  content 
himself  with  a  single  prediction  of  their  ruin.  He 
bids  Joash  to  take  the  arrows,  and  smite  upon  the 
ground ;  he  sets  no  number  of  those  strokes,  as  sup- 
posing the  frequence  of  those  blows,  which  Joash 
might  well,  upon  this  former  parabolic  act,  understand 
to  be  significant.  The  slack  hand  of  the  king  smites 
hut  thnce.  So  apt  we  are  to  be  wanting  to  ourselves ; 
BO  coldly  do  we  execute  the  commands  of  God.  The 
sick  prophet  is  not  more  grieved  than  angry,  at  this 
dull  negligence.  Doubtless,  God  had  reveSed  to  him 
for  his  last  gratification,  that,  upon  his  fervent 
prayers,  so  often  as  Joash  should  voluntarily,  after 
his  general  charge,  smite  the  earth,  so  oft  should 
Israel  smite  Syria.  Elisha's  zeal  doth  not  languish 
with  his  body ;  with  a  fatherly  authority  he  chides 
him  who  had  styled  him  father,  not  fearing  to  spend 
some  of  his  last  breath  in  a  mild  reproof  "  Thou 
shouldest  have  smitten  five  or  six  times,  t^en  thou 
hadst  smitten  Syria  till  thou  hadst  consumed  it ; 
whereas  now  thou  shalt  smite  Syria  but  thrice."  Not 
that  the  unchangeable  decree  of  the  Almighty  meant 
to  suspend  itself  upon  the  uncertain  issue  of  Joash's 
will ;  but  he  that  puts  this  word  into  the  mouth  of 
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his  prophet,  puta  thia  motion  into  the  hand  of  the 
kin^,  which  md  not  more  willingly  stay  than  neces- 
sarily ohey  the  providence  whereby  it  was  stirred. 
Even  while  we  nave  our  freest  choice,  we  foil  upon 
those  actions  and  circumstances,  whereby  the  just  and 
holy  will  of  our  God  is  brought  about.  Our  very  neg- 
lects, our  ignorances,  shal!  fiilfil  his  eternal  counsels. 

Elisha  dies  and  is  buried ;  his  miracles  do  not  cease 
with  his  life.  Who  can  marvel  that  hie  living  prayers 
raised  the  son  of  the  Shunammite,  when  his  dead 
bones  raised  the  carcass  that  touched  them  ?  God 
will  be  free  in  his  works ;  he  that  must  die  himself, 
yet  shall  revive  another:  the  same  power  might  have 
continued  life  to  him,  that  gave  it  by  his  bones. 
Israel  shall  well  see  that  he  fives,  by  whose  virtue 
Elisha  was  both  in  life  and  death  miraculous.  While 
the  prophet  was  alive,  the  impetration  might  seem  to 
be  his,  though  the  power  were  God's.  Now  that  he 
is  dead,  the  bones  can  challenge  nothing,  but  send  - 
the  wandering  Israelites  to  that  Almighty  ^ent,  to 
whom  it  is  all  one  to  work  by  the  quick  or  dead. 
Were  not  the  men  of  Israel  more  dead  than  the  car- 
cass thus  buried ;  how  could  they  choose  but  see  in 
this  revived  corpse,  an  emblem  of  their  own  condi- 
tion ?  How  could  they  choose  but  think.  If  we  adhere 
to  the  God  of  Elisha,  he  shall-  raise  our  decayed 
estates,  and  restore  our  nation  to  the  former  glory  ? 

The  Sadducees  had  as  yet  no  being  in  Israel.  With 
what  fece  could  that  heresy  ever  after  look  into  the 
world,  when  before  the  birth  of  it,  it  waa  so  palpably 
convinced  with  an  example  of  the  resurrection?  Inter- 
mission of  time  and  degrees  of  corruption,  add  nothing 
to  the  impossibility  of  our  rising.  The  body  that  is 
once  cold  in  death  hath  no  more  aptitude  to  a  re-ani- 
mation, than  that  which  is  mouldered  into  dust,  only 
the  divine  power  of  the  Maker  must  restore  either,  can 
restore  both.  When  we  are  dead  and  buried  in  the 
grave  of  our  sin,  it  is  only  the  touch  of  God'aprophets 
applying  unto  us  the  death  and  resurrection  of  the  Son 
Q  6 
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of  God  that  can  put  new  life  into  us.  No  less  true, 
thqugh  spiritual,  ib  the  miracle  of  our  rising  up  from 
an  estate  of  inward  corruption,  to  a  life  of  grace. 

Yet  all  this  prevaila  not  with  Israel.  No  bones  of 
Elisha  could  raise  them  from  their  wicked  idolatry ; 
and,  notwithstanding  their  gross  sins,  Joash,  their 
king,  prospers.  Whether  it  were  for  the  sake  of  Jehu, 
whose  grandchild  he  was,  or  for  the  sake  of  Elisha> 
whose  face  he  wept  upon,  his  hand  is  notably  success- 
ful, not  only  against  the  son  of  Hazael  king  of  Syria, 
"whom  he  beats  out  of  the  cities  of  Israel,  but  against 
Amaziah  king  of  Judah,  whom  he  took  prisoner, 
beating  down  the  very  walls  of  Jerusalem,  and  return- 
ing laden  with  the  sacred  and  rich  spoil,  both  of  the 
temple  and  court,  to  hia  Samaria. 

On  the  depth  of  the  divine  justice  and  wisdom,  in 
these  outwawl  administrations !  The  beat  -cause,  the 
best  man  doth  not  ever  fare  best.  Amaziah  did 
that  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  Joash 
evil ;  Amaziah  follows  David,  though  not  with  equal 
paces ;  Joash  follows  Jeroboam ;  yet  is  Amaziah 
shamefully  foiled  by  Joash.  Whether  God  yet  meant 
to  visit  upon  this  king  of  Judah  the  still  odious  un- 
tbankfiilness  of  hia  father  to  Jehoiada,  or  to  plague 
Judali  for  their  share  in  the  blood  of  Zechariah,  and 
their  late  revolt  to  idolatiy ;  or  whether  Ama^iah's 
too  much  confidence  in  his  own  strength,  which 
moved  his  bold  challenge  to  Joash,  were  thought  fit 
to  be  thus  taken  down ;  or  whatever  other  secret 
ground  of  God's  judgment  there  might  be,  it  is  not 
for  our  presumption  to  inquire.  Whoso  by  the  event 
shall  judge  of  love  or  hatred,  shall  he  sure  to  run 
upon  that  woe,  which  belongs  to  them  that  call  good 
evil,  and  evil  good. 

What  a  savage  piece  of  justice  it  is  to  put  the  right, 
whether  of  inhentance  or  honour,  to  the  decision  of 
the  sword,  when  it  ia  no  news  for  the  better  to  mis- 
carry by  the  hand  of  the  worse ! 

The  race  is  not  to  the  swift,  the  battle  ie  not  to  the 
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strong ;  no,  not  to  the  good.  Perhaps  God  will  coif 
rect  his  own  by  a  foil ;  perhaps  he  will  plague  .his 
enemy  by  a  victory.  They  are  only  our  spiritual  com- 
bats, wlierein  our  faithfid  courage  is  sure  of  a  erown. 


CONTEMPLATION  VI. 

UZZIAH    LEPROUS. 

EvEH  the  throne  of  David  passed  many  changes  of 
good  and  evil.  Good  Jehoshaphat  was  followed  with 
three  successions  of  wicked  princes,  and  those  three 
were  again  succeeded  with  three  others  godly  and 
virtuous.  Ama^ah  for  a  long  time  shone  fair,  but,  at 
the  last,  shut  up  in  a  cloud :  the  gods  of  the  Edomites 
marred  him.  His  rebellion  against  God  stirred  up  his 
people's  rebellion  against  him.  The  same  hands  that 
slew  him,  crowned  his  son  Uzziah ;  so  as  the  young 
king  might  imagine,  it  was  not  their  spite  that  drew 
violence  upon  his  father,  but  his  own  wickedness. 
Both  early  did  this  prince  reign  and  late :  he  began 
at  sixteen,  and  sat  fifty-two  years  in  the  throne  of 
Judah.  liey,  that  mutinied  in  the  declining  ace  of 
Amaziah,  the  father,  are  obsequious  to  the  childhood 
of  the  son,  OS  if  they  professed  to  adore  sovereignty, 
while  they  hated  lewdness.  The  unchanged  govern- 
ment of  good  princes  is  the  happiness  no  less  of  the 
subjects  than  of  themselves.  The  band  knows  best  to 
guide  those  reins  to  which  it  hath  been  inured ;  and 
even  mean  hackneys  go  on  cheerfully  in  their  wonted 
road.  Custom,  as  it  makes  evils  more  supportable,  so, 
where  it  meets  with  constant  minds,  makes  good  things 
more  pleasing  and  beneficial. 

The  wise  and  holy  prophet  Zcchariah  was  a  happy 
tutor  to  the  minority  of  king  Uzziah.  That  vessel 
can  hardly  miscarry  where  a  skilful  steersman  sits  at 
the  helm.  The  first  praise  of  a  good  prince  is  to  be 
judicious  and  just,  and  pious  in  himself:  the  nest  is, 
to  give  ear  and  way  to  them  that  are  such.     While 
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tcharioh  hath  the  Tisions  of  God,  and  Uzziah  takes 
s  counsels  of  Zechariah,  it  is  hard  to  say  whether 
the  prophet,  or  the  king,  or  the  state,  be  happier. 

Crod  will  he  in  no  man's  deht.  So  long  as  Uzziah 
sought  the  Lord,  "God  made  him  to  prosper."  Even 
what  we  do  out  of  duty,  cannot  want  a  reward.  God- 
liness never  disappointed  any  man's  hopes,  oft  hath 
exceeded  them.  If  Uzziah  fight  against  the  Philis- 
tines, if  against  the  Arabians,  and  Mehunims ;  accord- 
ing to  Ma  names  (Uzziah,  Azariah,)  the  atrength,  the 
help  of  the  Almighty  is  with  him.  The  Ammonites 
come  in  with  presents,  and  aJl  the  neighbour  nations 
ring  of  the  greatnesfl,  of  the  happiness  of  Uzziah :  his 
bounty  and  care  makes  Jerusalem  both  strong  and 
proud  of  her  new  towers ;  yea,  the  very  desert  must 
taste  of  his  munificence. 

,  The  outward  magnificence  of  princes  cannol  stand 
firm,  unless  it  be  built  upon  the  foundations  of  provi- 
dence and  frugality.  Uzziah  had  not  been  so  great  a 
king,  if  he  had  not  been  so  great  a  husband ;  he  had 
hie  fiocks  in  the  deserts,  and  his  herds  in  the  plains ; 
his  ploughs  in  the  fields,  his  vine-dressers  upon  the 
mountains,  and  in  Carmel :  neither  was  this  more  out 
of  profit,  than  delight,  for  he  loved  husbandry.  Who 
can  contemn  those  callings  for  meanness,  which  have 
been  the  pleasures  of  princes ! 

Hence  was  Uzziah  so  potent  at  home,  so  dreadful 
to  his  neighbours.  His  wars  had  better  sinews  than 
theirs.  Which  of  bis  predecessors  was  able  to  main- 
tain so  settled  an  army,  of  more  than  three  hundred 
and  ten  thousand  trained  soldiers,  well  furnished,  well 
fitted  for  tlie  most  sudden  occasion  ?  Thrift  is  the 
strongest  prop  of  power. 

The  greatness  of  Uzziah,  and  the  rare  devices  of  his 
artificial  engines  for  war,  have  not  more  raised  his 
fitme,  than  his  heart ;  so  he  is  awoln  up  with  the  ad- 
miration of  his  own  strength  and  glory,  that  he  breaks 
again.  How  easy  it  is  for  the  best  man  to  doat  upon 
hunself,  and  to  be  lifted  up  so  high,  as  to  lose  the  sight 
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both  of  the  ground  whence  he  rises,  and  of  the  han^ 
that  advanced  him !  How  hard  it  is  for  him  that 
hath  invented  strange  engines  for  the  battering  his 
enemies,  to  Snd  out  any  means  to  beat  down  his  own 
proud  thoughts !  Wise  Solomon  knew  what  he  did, 
when  he  prayed  to  be  delivered  from  too  much.  "  Lest," 
aaid  he,  "  I  be  fiJl  and  deny  thee,  and  say,  Who  is  the 
Lord  V  Upon  this  rock  did  the  son  of  Solomon  run 
and  split  himself.  His  full  sails  of  prosperity  carried 
him  into  presumption  and  ruin.  What  may  he  not 
do,  what  may  he  not  be  ?  Because  he  found  his  piArer 
otherwise  unlimited,  over-ruling  in  the  court,  the 
cities,  the  fields,  the  deserts,  the  armies,  and  magazines, 
therefore  he  thinks  he  may  do  so  in  the  temple  too. 
As  things  royal,  civil,  husbandry,  military,  passed  his 
hands ;  so,  why  should  not,  thinks  he,  sacred  also  ? 
It  is  a  dangerous  indiscretion  for  p.  man  not  to  know 
the  bounds  of  his  own  calling.  What  confusion  doth 
not  follow  upon  this  breakit^  of  the  ranks ! 

Upon  a  solemn  day,  king  ITzziah  clothes  himself  in 
pontiiical  robes,  and,  in  the  view  of  that  populous  as- 
sembly, walks  up  in  state  into  the  temple  of  God, 
and,  boldly  approaching  to  the  altar  of  incense,  oders 
to  bum  sweet  odours  upon  it  to  the  God  of  heaven. 
Asariah  the  priest  is  sensible  of  so  perilous  an  en- 
croachment ;  he,  therefore,  attended  with  fourscore 
valiant  assistants  of  that  holy  tribe,  hastens  after  the 
king,  and  finding  him  with  the  censer  in  his  hand, 
ready  addressed  to  that  sinful  devotion,  stays  him  with 
a  free  and  grave  expostulation.  There  is  no  place 
wherein  I  could  be  sorry  to  see  thee,  0  king,  but  this 
where  thou  art ;  neither  is  there  any  a«t  that  we 
should  grudge  thee  so  much,  as  this  which  is  the  most 
sacred.  Is  it  possible  that  so  great  an  oversight  should 
fall  into  such  wisdom !  Can  a  religious  prince,  trained 
up  under  a  holy  Zechariah,  after  so  many  years' 
zealous  profession  of  piety,  be  either  ignorant,  or  re- 
gardless of  those  limits,  which  God  hath  set  to  his 
own  services  ? 

cjiLz^j  J,  Google 
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.^  Oh  what  means  this  uncouth  attempt?  Consider, 
t)  dear  sovereign,  for  Grod'a  sake,  for  thy  soul's  sake, 
consider  where  thou  art,  vhat  thou  doest :  it  is  God's 
house  wherein  thou  standest,  not  thine  own.  Look 
about  thee,  and  see,  whether  these  vails,  these  tables, 
these  pillars,  these  walls,  these  pavements,  have  any 
resemblance  of  earth.  There  is  no  place  in  all  the 
world,  whence  thy  God  hath  excluded  thee,  but  only 
this ;  this  he  hath  reserved  for  Ids  own  use :  and  canst 
thou  think  much  to  allow  one  room  as  proper  to  him, 
who  hath  not  grudged  all  the  rest  to  thee  1  But  if  it  be 
thy  zeal  of  a  personal  service  to  God,  that  hath  carried 
thee  thither,  alas!  how  canst  thou  hope  to  please  the 
Almighty  with  a  forbidden  sacrilice?  which  of  thy 
holy  pn^enitors  ever  dared  to  tread  where  thy  foot 
now  standetb  ?  which  of  them  ever  put  forth  their 
hand  to  touch  this  saered  altar?  thou  knowest  that 
God  hath  set  apart,  and  sanctified  his  own  attendants. 
Wherefore  serves  the  priesthood,  if  this  be  the  right 
of  kings  ?  Were  it  not  for  the  strict  prohibition  of 
our  God,  it  could  seem  no  other  than  an  honour  to 
our  profession,  that  a  king  should. think  to  dignify 
himself  by  our  employment.  But  now,  knowing  the 
severe  charge  of  the  great  King  of  heaven,  we  cannot 
but  tremble  to  see  that  censer  in  thy  hand ;  whoever, 
out  of  the  holy  tribe,  hath  wielded  it  uurevenged  ?  this 
afiront  is  not  to  us,  it  is  to  the  God  whom  we  serve. 
In  awe  of  that  terrible  Majesty,  as  thou  would  avoid 
some  exemplary  judgment,  0  king,  withdraw  thyself 
not  without  humble  deprecations,  from  this  presence^ 
and  lay  down  that  interdicted  handful,  with  fear  and 
trembling.  Be  thou  ever  a  king,  let  us  be  priests ; 
the  sceptre  is  thine,  let  censers  be  ours. 

What  religious  heart  could  do  other,  than  relent  at 
so  &ithful  and  just  an  admonition  ?  but  how  hard  is 
it  for  great  persons  to  yield  tliey  have  offended !  Uz- 
ziab  must  not  be  faulty.  What  is  done  rashly  shall 
be  borne  out  with  power ;  he  was  wroth,  and  tlms 
ezpresseth  it  What  means  this  saucy  expostulation  t 
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0  ye  sona  of  Levi,  how  dare  ye  thus  malapertly  con^ 
trol  the  well-meant  actions  of  your  sovereign  ?  if  ye  be 
priests,  remember  that  ye  are  subjects ;  or  if  ye  will 
needs  forget  it,  how  easy  is  it  for  this  hand  to  awake 
your  memory !  what  such  offence  can  it  be  for  me  to 
come  into  that  house,  and  to  touch  that  altar,  which 
my  royal  progenitors  have  made,  beautified,  consecra- 
ted ?  is  the  God  of  this  place  only  yours  ?  why  do  ye 
thus  ambitiously  engross  religion  ?  if  princes  have  not 
intermeddled  with  these  holy  affairs,  it  was  because 
they  would  not,  not  because  they  might  not.  When 
those  laws  were  made  for  the  sanctuary,  there  were 
no  kings  to  grace  these  divine  ceremonies ;  yet,  even 
then,  Moaes  was  privileged.  The  persona  of  princes, 
if  ye  know  not,  are  no  lesa  sacred  than  your  own.  It 
is  your  presumption  to  account  the  Lord's  anointed 

Iirofane.  Contest  with  those,  whose  dry  and  unhal- 
owed  heads  are  subject  to  your  power ;  for  me,  I  will 
not  ask  your  leave  to  be  devout.  Ixiok  ye  to  your 
own  censers,  presume  not  to  meddle  witk  mine :  in 
the  mean  time  can  ye  think  this  insolence  of  yours 
shall  escape  unrevenged  1  Can  it  stand  with  the 
honour  of  my  sovereignty,  to  be  thus  proudly  checked 
hy  subjects !  "  God  do  so  to  me  and  more  also.  If" — 
While  Uzziah  yet  speaks,  God  strikes :  ere  the  words 
of  ftiry  can  come  forth  of  his  mouth,  the  leprosy  ap- 
pears in  his  forehead.  Leprosy  was  a,  most  loathsome 
disease :  the  forehead  is  the  most  conspicuous  part. 
Had  this  shameful  scurf  broken  forth  upon  his  hand, 
or  foot,  or-  breast,  it  might  have  been  hid  from  the 
eyes  of  men  ;  now  the  forehead  is  smitten  with  this 
judgment,  that  God  may  proclaim  to  all  beholders, 
Thus  shall  it  be  done  to  the  man,  whose  arrogance 
hath  thrust  him  upon  a  sacred  chaise.  Public  offences 
must  have  open  shame. 

It  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  put  ouraelves  into  the 
affairs,  into  the  presence  of  God,  unwarranted.  There 
cannot  he  a  more  foolish  misprision,  than,  because  we 
are  great  on  earth,  to  think  wiat  we  may  be  bold  with 


354  DZzuH  LBPBors.  [book  zz. 

^eaven.  When  God's  measenffers  cannot  preTail  by 
couEBels,  entreaties,  threats,  it  is  time  for  God  to  show 
his  immediate  judgments.  Wilful  offenders  can  expect 
nothing  but  a  fearful  revenge. 

Now  begins  Uzziah  to  be  confounded  in  himself; 
and  shame  strives  with  leprosy  for  a  place  in  his  fore- 
head ;  the  hand  of  God  hath  done  that  in  an  instant, 
which  all  the  tongues  of  men  had  attempted  in  vain. 
There  needs  no  fiirther  solicitor  of  his  egress ;  the 
sense  of  his  plague  sends  him  forth  alone.  And  now 
he  thinks.  Wretched  man  that  I  am,  how  have  I  anger- 
ed God,  and  undone  myself!  I  woiild  needs  come  in 
like  a  priest,  and  now  go  forth  a  leper ;  the  pride  of 
my  heart  made  me  thiiA:  myself  worthy  the  presence 
of  a  God ;  God's  just  displeasure  hath  now  made  me 
unworthy  of  the  presence  of  men  ;  while  I  affected  the 
altar,  I  h&ve  lost  my  throne ;  while  I  scomfally  rejected 
the  advice  and  censures  of  God's  ministers,  I  am  now 
become  a  spectacle  of  horror  and  deformity  to  my  own 
servants ;  ^,  that  would  be  sending  up  perfumes  to 
heaven,  have  made  my  nastiness  hateful  to  my  own 
senses!  What  do  I  under  this  sacred  roof?  neither  is 
God's  house  now  for  me  nor  mine  own !  what  cell, 
what  dungeon  is  close  enough  for  me,  wherein  to 
wear  out  the  residue  of  mine  unhappy  and  uncom- 
fortable days !  0  God,  thou  art  just,  and  I  am  mise- 
rable ! 

Thus,  with  a  dejected  countenance,  and  sad  heart, 
doth  Uzziah  hasten  to  retire  himself ;  and  wishes  that 
he  could  be  no  less  hid  from  himself,  than  from  others. 
How  easy  is  it  for  the  God  of  heaven  to  bring  down 
the  highest  pitch  of  earthly  greatness,  and  to  humble 
the  stubbomest  pride ! 

Upon  the  leisure  of  second  thoughts,  Uzziah  cannot 
but  acknowledge  much  favour  in  this  correction,  and 
confess  to  have  escaped  well ;  others  he  knew  had 
been  struck  dead,  or  swallowed  up  quick,  for  so  pre- 
sumptuous an  intrusion.  It  is  happy  for  him  if  hb 
forehead  may  excuse  his  souL 
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TJzziah  ceased  not  to  be  a  king  when  he  began  t<4 
he  a  leper ;  the  disease  of  his  forehead  did  not  re- 
move his  crown :  his  son  Jotham  reigned  for  him, 
under  him ;  and  while  he  was  not  seen,  yet  he  was 
obeyed.  The  character  of  sovereignty  is  indelible, 
whether  by  bodily  infirmity,  or  by  spiritual  censure. 
Neither  is  it  otherwise,  0  God,  betwixt  thee  and  us  ; 
if  we  be  once  a  royal  generation  unto  thee,  our  le- 
prosies may  deform  us,  they  shall  not  dethrone  us  ; 
still  shall  we  have  the  right,  still  the  possession  of 
that  glorions  kingdom,  wherein  we  are  invested  from 
eternity. 


CONTEMPLATION  VIL 

AHAZ     WITH     HIS     KBW    ALTAR. 

Aptbb  many  unhappy  changes  of  the  two  thronesj 
Aha^  succeeds  Jotham  in  the  kingdom  of  Judah :  an 
iU  son  of  a  good  father ;  not  more  the  heir  of  David's 
seat,  than  of  Jeroboam's  sin.  Though  Israel  play  the 
harlot,  yet  who  can  abide  that  Judah  should  sin! 
It  is  hard  not  to  be  infected  with  a  contagious  neigh- 
bourhood :  who  ever  read  that  the  kingdom  of  Israel 
was  seasoned  with  the  vicinity  of  the  true  religion  of 
Judah  7  Goodness,  such  our  nature  is,  is  not  so  apt 
to  spread.  A  tainted  air  ddth  more  easily  affect  a 
'  sound  body,  than  a  wholesome  air  can  clear  the  sick. 
Superstition  hath  ever  been  more  successful  than 
truth  ;  the  young  ears  of  Ahaz  are  soon  misled  to  a 
plausible  misdevotion. 

A  inan  that  has  once  fallen  from  truth,  knows  not 
where  he  shall  stay.  From  the  calves  of  Jeroboam  la 
Ahaz  drawn  to  the  gods  of  the  heathen ;  yea,  now 
bulls  and  goats  are  too  little  for  those  new  deities ; 
his  own  flesh  and  blood  is  but  dear  enough ;  "  He 
made  his  son  to  pass  through  their  fire."  Where  do 
we  find  any  religious  Israelite  thus  zealous  for  God! 
Neither  doth  the  holiness  and  mercy  of  our  God  re- 
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quire  so  cruel  a  sacrifice ;  neither  ia  our  dull  and 
niggardly  hand  readj  to  gratify  him  with  more  easy 
oh^ieDces.  0  God,  how  gladly  should  we  offer  unto 
thee  our  souls  and  bodies,  which  we  may  enjoy  so 
much  the  more  when  they  are  thine ;  since  zealous 
p^ans  stick  not  to  lose  their  own  flesh  and  blood  in 
an  idol's  fire ! 

He,  that  hath  thus  shamefully  cast  off  the  God  of 
his  fathers,  cannot  be  long  without  a  fearful  revenge. 
The  king  of  Israel  galls  him  on  the  one  side,  the  king 
of  Syria  on  the  other.  To  avoid  the  shock  of  both, 
Ahaz  doth  not  betake  himself  t<i  the  G«d  whom  he 
had  offended,  who  was  able  to  make  his  enemies  at 
peace  with  him,  but  to  Tiglath-pileser  king  of  Ashur; 
him  doth  he  woo  with  suits,  with  gifts,  and  robs  God 
of  those  presents  which  may  endear  so  strong  a  helper. 
He  that  thought  not  his  son  too  dear  for  an  idol, 
thinks  not  God's  silver  and  gold  too  dear  for  an 
idolatrous  abettor. 

Oh  the  infinite  patience  of  the  Almighty !  God 
^ves  success  a  while  to  so  oflensive  a  rivality.  This 
Assyrian  king  prevails  against  the  king  of  Syria, 
kills  him,  and  takes  his  chief  city  Damascus.  The 
quarrel  of  the  king  of  Judah  hath  enlarged  the  terri- 
tories of  his  assistant  beyond  hope  ;  and  now,  while 
this  Assyrian  victor  ia  enjoying  the  possession  of  his 
new-won  Damascus,  Ahaz  goes  up  thither  to  meet 
him,  to  congratulate  the  victory,  to  add  unto  those  " 
triumphs  which  were  drawn  on  by  bis  solicitation. 
There  he  sees  a  new-&shioned  altar  that  pleases  his 
eye ;  that  old  form  of  Solomon's,  which  was  made  by 
the  pattern  showed  to  Moses  in  the  mount,  is  now 
grown  stale  and  despicable:  a  model  of  this  more 
exquisite  frame  is  sent  to  ITrijah  the  priest,  and 
must  be  sampled  in  Jerusalem. 

It  is  a  dangerous  presumption  to  make  innovations, 
if  but  in  the  circumstances  of  God's  worship.  Those 
human  additions,  which  would  seem  to  grace  the  in- 
stitution of  God,  deprave  it ;  that  infinite  wisdom 
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knows  best  what  will  please  itself,  and  prescribes 
accordingly ;  the  foolishness  of  God  is  wiser  than 
the  wisdom  of  men.  Idolatry  and  falsehood  are  com- 
monly more  gaudy  and  plausible  than  truth.  That 
heart,  which  can,  for  the  outward  homeliness,  despise 
the  ordinances  of  God,  is  already  alienated  from  true 
religion,  and  lies  open  to  the  grossest  superstition. 

Never  any  prince  was  so  foully  idolatrous,  as  that 
he  wanted  a  priest  to  second  him.  An  TJrijah  is  fit 
to  humour  an  Ahaz.  Greatness  could  never  command 
any  thing,  which  some  servile  wits  were  not  ready  both 
to  applaud  and  justify. 

Ere  the  king  can  be  returned  from  Damascus,  the 
altar  is  finished.  It  were  happy,  if  true  godliness  could 
be  80  forward  in  the  prosecutions  of  good.  Neither 
is  this  strange  qiile  reared  only,  but  thrust  up  betwixt 
God's  altar  and  the  temple,  in  an  apparent  precedency, 
as  if  he  bad  said.  Let  the  God  of  Judah  come  behind 
the  deities  of  Syria. 

And  now,  to  make  up  the  full  measure  of  his  im- 
piety, this  idolatrous  ting  will  himself  be  sacrificing 
upon  his  new  altar,  to  his  new  gods,  the  gods  of 
Damascus.  An  usurped  priesthood  well  becomes  a 
felae  deity  ;  "  Because,"  saith  he,  "  the  gods  of  the 
kings  of  Syria  help  them,  therefore  will  I  sacrifice  to 
them,  that  they  may  help  me." 

Oh  blind  superstition !  How  did  the  gods  of  Syria 
help  their  kings,  when  both  those  kings  and  their 
gods  were  vanquished,  and  taken  by  the  king  of 
Assyria  !  Even  this  Damascus  and  this  altar  were 
the  spoil  of  a  foreign  enemy :  how  then  did  flie  gods 
of  Syria  help  their  kings,  any  other  than  to  their  ruin? 
What  dot^e  is  this  to  make  choice  of  a  foiled  protec- 
tion! But  had  the  Syrians  prospered,  must  their 
fods  have  the  thanks  1  Are  there  no  authors  of  good 
ut  blocks  or  devils  ;  or  is  an  outward  prosperity  the 
only  argument  of  truth,  the  only  motive  of  devotion  t 
Oh  foolish  Ahaz !  it  is  the  God  thou  hast  forsaken 
that  plagues  thee,  under  whose  only  arm  thou  might- 
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est  have  prevailed.  His  power  beats  those  pagan 
stocks  one  against  another,  so  as,  one  while,  one 
seems  victorious,  another  vanquished ;  and  at  kst  he 
confounds  both  together  with  their  proudest  clients. 
Thyself  shall  he  the  best  instance. 

Of  all  the  kings  of  Judah  hitherto,  there  is  none  so 
dreadful  an  example,  either  of  sin  or  judgment,  as 
this  son  of  good  Jotham.  I  abhor  to  think,  that 
such  a  monster  should  descend  from  the  loins  of 
David ;  where  should  be  the  period  of  this  wicked- 
ness! He  began  with  the  high  places,  thence  he 
descends  to  the  calves  of  Dan  and  Bethel ;  from 
thence  he  falls  to  a  Syrian  altar,  to  the  Syrian  god ; 
then,  from  a  partnership,  he  falls  to  an  utter  exclu- 
sion of  the  true  God,  and  blocking  up  his  temple,  and 
then  to  the  sacrifice  of  his  own  son  ;  »nd  at  last,  as 
if  beU  were  broken  loose  upon  Ood's  inheritance, 
every  several  city,  overy  high  place  of  Judah  hath  a 
new  god.  No  marvel,  if  he  be  branded  by  the  Spirit 
of  God,  with,  "This  is  that  king  Ahaz." 

What  a  fearful  pli^e  did  this  noisome  deluge  of 
sin  leave  behind  it  in  the  land  of  Judah !  Who  can 
express  the  horror  of  God's  revenge  upon  a  people 
that  should  have  been  his  7  Fekah  the  king  of  Israel 
slew  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousajid  of  them  in  one 
day,  amongst  whom  was  Maaseiah  the  son  of  Ahaz. 
Oh  just  judgment  of  the  Almighty !  Ahaz  sheds  the 
blood  of  one  son  to  an  idol :  the  true  God  sheds  the 
blood  of  another  of  his  sons  in  revenge. 

Yet  the  hand  of  the  Lord  is  stretched  out  still. 

Two  hundred  thousand  of  them  were  carried  away 
by  the  Israelites,  captive  to  Samaria. 

The  Edomites  came,  and  carried  away  another  part 
of  them  for  bond-slaves  to  their  country. 

The  Philistines  came  up  and  shared  the  cities  of 
the  south  of  Judah,  and  the  villages  thereof:  shortly 
what  other  is  miaerable  Judah,  than  the  prey  and 
spoil  of  all  the  neighbouring  nations  7  "  For  the 
Lord  brought  Judah  low  because  of  Ahaz  king  of 
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Israel,  for  he  made  Judah  naked,  and  transgressed 
Bore  against  the  Lord."  As  for  the  great  £ing  of 
Ashur,  whom  Ah&2  purchased  with  the  sacrilenous 
pillage  of  the  house  of  God,  instead  of  an  aid,  he 
proves  a  burden :  however  he  sped  in  his  first  onsets, 
now  "  he  distressed  Judah,  but  strengthened  it  not." 
The  charge  was  as  great,  as  the  benefit  small :  sooner 
shall  he  eat  them  out  than  rescue  them.  No  arm  of 
flesh  can  shelter  Ah&z  &om  a  vengeance. 

"  Be  wise,  0  ye  kings ;  be  instructed,  0  ye  judges 
of  the  earth :  serve  the  Lord  with  fear,  and  rejoice 
witH  trembling.  Kiss  the  Son,  lest  he  be  angir,  and 
ye  perish  from  the  way  when  his  wrath  is  kindled 
but  a  little," 

His  subjects  complain  that  he  died  so  lato  ;  and, 
as  repenting  that  he  ever  was,  deny  him  a  room  in 
the  -  sepulchres  of  kings  ;  as  if  they  had  said,  The 
common  earth  of  Jerusalem  is  too  good  for  him  that 
degenerated  from  his  progenitors,  marred  his  king- 
dom, depraved  his  people,  forsook  his  God,  


CONTEMPLATION  VIIL 

THB   UTTER   DESTBUCTIOK   OF   THE    KISQDOH    OF   I8BAEL, 

JiTDAH  was  at  a  sore  heave  j  yet  Israel  shall  miscarry 
before  it ;  such  are  the  sins  of  both,  that  they  strive 
whether  shall  &11  first :  but  this  lot  must  light  upon 
the  ten  tribes.  Though  the  late  king  of  Judah  were 
personally  worse  than  the  most  of  Jeroboam's  succes- 
sors, yet  the  people  were  generally  less  evil,  upon 
whom  the  encroachments  of  idolatry  were  more  by 
obtrusion,  than  by  consent ;  besides,  that  the  thrones 
of  Jndah  had  some  interchanges  of  good  princes, 
Israel  had  none  at  all  The  same  justice  Uierefore 
that  made  Israel  a  scourge  to  Judah,  made  Assyria 
a  scorpion  to  Israel. 
It  was  the  quarrel  of  Judah  that  first  engaged  the 
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king  of  Ashur  in  tMs  war  against  Israel ;  dow  be  is 
not  so  easily  fetched  off.  So  we  have  seen  some  eager 
mastiff,  that  hath  been  set  on  by  the  least  clap  of  the 
hand,  but  could  not  be  loosened  by  the  force  of  staves. 

Salmaneser,  king  of  Assyria,  comes  up  against 
Hosbea,  king  of  Israel,  and  subdues  him,  and  puts 
him  to  Hs  tribute.  This  yoke  was  uncouth  and  un- 
pleasing :  the  vanquished  prince  was  neither  able  to 
resist,  nor  willing  to  yield :  secretly  therefore  he 
treats  with  the  kmg  of  Egypt  for  assistance,  as  de- 
siring rather  to  hazard  his  Uberty  by  the  hand  of  an 
equal,  than  to  enjoy  a  quiet  subjection  under 'the 
hand  of  an  over-ruling  power.  We  cannot  blame 
princes  to  be  jealous  of  their  sovereignties :  the  de- 
taining of  his  yearly  tribute,  and  the  whisperinga 
with  new  conf^erates,  have  drawn  up  the  king  of 
Ashtu  to  perfect  his  own  victories.  He  returns  there- 
fore with  a  strong  power,  and  ^ter  three  years'  siege, 
takes  Samaria,  imprisons  HoBhea,and,  in  the  exchange 
of  a  woful  captivity,  he  peoples  Israel  with  Assyrians, 
and  Assyria  with  Israelites.  Now  that  abused  soil 
hath,  upon  a  surfeit  of  wickedness,  cast  out  her  per-  ■ 
fidious  owners,  and  will  try  how  it  can  fare  with 
heathenish  strangers.  Now  the  Assyrian  gallants 
triumph  in  the  palaoes  of  Samaria  and  Jezreel,  while 
the  peers  and  captains  of  Israel  are  driven  manacled 
through  the  Assyrian  streets,  and  billeted  to  the 
several  places  of  their  perpetual  servitude.  Shortly 
now  the  flourishing  kingdom  of  the  ten  tribes  is  come 
to  a  final  and  shameful  end,  and  so  vanished  in  this 
last  dissipation,  that,  since  that  day,  no  man  could 
ever  say,  this  was  Israel. 

Oh  terrible  example  of  vengeance  upon  that  pecu- 
liar people,  whom  God  hath  chosen  for  himself  out  of 
all  the  world !  All  the  world  were  witnesses  of  the 
javours  of  their  miraculous  deliverances  and  protec- 
tions ;  all  the  world  shall  be  witnesses  of  their  just 
conliision. 

It  is  not  in  the  power  of  slight  errors  to  set  off 
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that  infinite  mercy.  What  was  it,  0  God,  what  was 
it  that  caused  thee  to  cast  off  thine  own  inheritance  ? 
what  hut  the  same  that  made  thee  to  cast  the  angels 
out  of  heaven,  even  their  rehellioua  sins  i  Those  sins 
dared  to  emulate  the  greatness  of  thy  mercies,  no 
less  than  they  forced  the  severity  of  thy  judgments : 
"  They  left  all  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  their 
God ;  and  made  them  molten  images,  even  two 
calves ;  and  made  a  grove,  and  worshipped  all  the 
host  of  heaven,  and  served  Baal,  and  caused  their 
sons  and  daughters  to  pass  through  the  fire,  and  used 
divinations  and  enchantments,  and  sold  themselves 
to  do  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  to  provoke  him  to 
anger." 

Neither  were  these  slips  of  frailty,  or  ignorant  mis- 
takings,  but  wilful  crimes,  ohstinate  impieties,  in  spite 
of  the  doctrines,  reproofe,  menaces,  miraculoiis  con- 
victions of  the  holy  prophets,  which  God  sent  amongst 
them.  Thy  destruction  is  of  thyself,  0  Israel !  What 
could  the  just  hand  of  the  Almighty  do  leas  than  con- 
sume a  nation  so  incorrigibly  fiagitious  1  a  nation  so 
unthankful  for  mercies,  so  impatient  of  remedies,  so 
incapable  of  repentance ;  so  obliged,  so  warned,  so 
shamelessly,  so  lawlessly  wicked  'i 

What  nation  under  heaven  can  now  challenge  an 
indefeasible  interest  in  God,  when  Israel  itself  is  cast 
off!  what  church  in  the  world  can  show  such  dear 
love-tokens  from  the  Almighty,  as  this  now  abhorred 
and  adulterous  spouse!  He  that  spared  not  the 
natural  olive,  shall  he  spare  the  wild  ?  It  is  not  for 
UB  sinners  of  the  Gentdes  to  bb  high-minded,  but 
awfiiL 

The  Israelites  are  carried  captive  into  Assyria. 
Those  goodly  cities  of  the  ten  tribes  may  not  lie  waste 
and  unpeopled :  the  wisdom  of  the  victor  finds  it  fit 
to  transplant  his  own  colonies  thither,  that  so  he  may 
raise  profit  thence,  with  security.  From  Babylon, 
therefore,  and  Cuthah,  and  Ava,  and  Hamath,  and 
Sepharvairo,  doth  he  send  of  his  own  subjects,  to  pos- 
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sess  and  inhabit  the  cities  of  Samaria.  The  land  doth 
not  brook  her  new  tenants:  "They  feared  not  the 
Lord;"  how  should  they?  they  knew  him  not.  "There- 
fore the  Lord  sent  lions  amongst  them,  which  slew 
some  of  them."  Not  the  veriest  pagan  can  he  excused 
for  his  ignorance  of  God :  even  the  most  depraved 
nature  might  teach  us  to  tremble  at  a  Deity.  It  is  just 
with  the  Almighty  not  to  put  up  with  neglect,  where 
he  hath  bestowed  reason. 

The  brute  creatures  are  sent  to  revenge  the  quarrel 
of  their  Maker,  upon  worse  beasts  than  themselvea 
Still  hath  Grod  left  himself  champions  in  Israel :  lions 
tear  the  Assyrians  in  pieces,  and  put  them  in  mind, 
that,  had  it  not  been  for  wickedness,  that  land  needed 
not  to  have  changed  masters.  The  great  Lord  of  the 
world' cannot  want  means  to  plague  offenders :  if  the 
men  lie  gone,  yet  the  beasts  are  there ;  and  if  the 
beasts  hod  been  gone,  yet,  so  long  as  there  were  stones 
in  the  walls,  in  the  quarries,  God  would  be  sure  of 
avengers.  There  is  no  security  but  in  being  at  peace 
with  God. 

The  king  of  Assyria  is  sued  to  for  remedy.  Even 
these  pagans  liave  learned  to  know  that  these  lions 
were  sent  from  a  God ;  that  this  punishment  is  for 
sin :  "  They  know  not  the  manner  of  the  God  of  the 
land,  therefore  he  hath  sent  lions  among  them."  These 
blind  heathens,  that  think  every  land  hath  a  several 
god,  yet  hold  that  god  worthy  of  his  own  worship ; 

5'et  hold,  that  worship  must  be  grounded  upon  know- 
edge,  the  want  of  that  knowledge  punishable,  the 
punishment  of  thaf  want  just  and  divine.  How  much 
worse  than  Assyrians  are  they  that  are  ready  to  ascribe 
all  calamities  to  nature,  to  chance !  that  acknowledg- 
ing but  one  God  of  all  the  world,  are  yet  careless  to 
know  him,  to  serve  him  I 

One  of  the  priests  of  Israel  is  appointed  to  be  car- 
ried back  to  Samaria,  to  teach  the  Assyrian  colony 
the  fashions  of  the  god  of  the  land ;  not  for  devotion, 
but  for  impunity.  Vain  politicians  think  to  satisfy  God 
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by  p&tchiug  up  religioDs :  any  fonns  sxe  good  enough 
for  an  unknown  deity.  The  AssjTian  priests  teach 
and  practise  the  worship  of  their  own  gods.  The 
Israelitish  priest  preacribeB  the  worship  of  the  true 
God.  The  people  will  follow  both ;  the  one  out  of 
liking,  the  other  out  of  fear.  What  a  prodigious  mix- 
ture was  here  of  religions !  true  with  felae,  Jewish 
with  paganish,  divine  with  devilish  ;'  eveiy  division  of 
these  transplanted  Assyrians  had  their  several  deities, 
high  places,  sacrifices ;  this  high  priest  of  Israel  inter* 
commimes  with  every  of  them :  so  that  now  these 
fathers  of  Samaritanism  are  in  at  all ;  "  They  fear  the 
Lord,  and  serve  their  idols."  No  heg^;ar'B  cloak  is 
more  pieced,  than  the  religion  of  these  new  inhabitants 
of  Israel  I  know  not  how  their  bodies  sped  for  the 
lions ;  I  am  sure  their  souls  fered  the  worse  for  this 
medley.  Above  all  things  God  hates  a  mongrel  de- 
votion ;  if  we  be  not  all  Israel,  it  were  better  to  be 
all  Ashur :  it  cannot  so  much  displease  God  to  be 
unknown  or  neglected,  as  to  be  consorted  with  idols. 


CONTEMPLATION  IX. 

HEZEKIAH    AND    SENSACHERIB. 

IsRABt  is  gone,  Judah  is  left  standing ;  or  rather  some 
few  sprigs  of  those  two  tribes :  so  we  nave  seen,  in  the 
shredding  of  some  large  timber  tree,  one  or  two  boughs 
left  at  the  top  to  hold  up  the  sap.  Who  can  but  la- 
ment the  poor  remainders  of  that  languishing  king- 
dom of  David  ? 

Take  out  of  the  two  tribes  of  Judah  and  Benjamin 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand,  whom  Pekali,  the 
king  of  Israel,  slew  in  ons  day ;  take  out  two  hundred 
thousand  that  were  carried  away  captive  to  Samaria ; 
take  out  those  that  were  transported  into  the  bondage 
of  the  Edomites,  and  those  that  were  subdued  in  the 
south  parts  by  the  Philistines ;  alas !  what  a  handfid 
was  left  to  the  kingof  Judah!  scarce  worth  the  name 
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of  a  dominion :  yet  even  now,  out  of  the  gleeds  of 
Judah,  doth  God  raise  up  a  glorious  light  to  his  for- 
lora  church ;  yea,  from  the  wretched  loiuB  of  Abas, 
doth  Qod  fetch  a  holy  Hezekiah.  It  had  been  hard 
to  conceive  the  state  of  Judah  worse  than  it  was , 
neither  was  it  more  miserable  than  siniul,  and,  in  re- 
gard of  both,  desperate ;  when  beyond  hope,  God 
revives  this  dying  stock  of  David,  and  out  of  vety 
ruins,  builds  up  his  own  housa  Ahaz  was  not  more 
the  ill  SOD  of  a  good  father,  than  he  was  the  ill  £ather 
of  a  good  son.  He  was  the  ill  son  of  good  Jotham, 
the  ill  father  of  good  Hezekiab;  good  Hezekiah  makes 
amends  for  his  &ther's  impiety,  and  puts  a  new  life 
into  the  heartless  remnant  of  Grod's  people. 

The  wisdom  of  our  good  God  knows  when  bis  aid 
will  be  most  seasonable,  most  welcome,  whidi  he  then 
loves  to  give,  when  he  finds  us  left  of  all  our  hopes. 
That  merciM  hand  is  reserved  for  a  dead  lift  ;  then, 
be  biU  us  not 

Now,  you  might  have  seen  this  pious  prince  busily 
bestirring  himself  in  so  late  and  needful  a  reforma- 
tion, removing  the  high  places,  battering  and  burning 
the  idols,  demolishing  their  temples,  cutting  down 
their  groves,  opening  the  temple,  purging  the  altars 
and  vessels,  sanctifying  the  priests,  rekmdling  the 
lamps,  re-newing  the  incense,  re-instituting  the  sacrifi- 
ces, establishing  tbe  order  of  God's  service,  appointing 
the  courses,  settling  the  maintenance  of  the  ministers, 
publishing  the  decrees  for  the  long  neglected  passover, 
celebrating  it,  and  the  other  feasts,  with  due  solemnity, 
encouraging  the  people,  contributing  bountiiiilly  to 
the  otferings ;  and  in  one  word,  so  ordering  all  the 
afi&irs  of  God,  as  if  he  had  been  sent  down  from  heavoi 
to  restore  religion,  as  if  David  himself  had  been  alive 
^;ain  in  this  blessed  heir,  not  so  much  of  his  crown, 
as  of  his  piety.  Oh,  Judah !  happy  in  thy  Hezekiah ; 
ob,  Hezekiah!  happy  in  the  gracious  restoration  of 
thy  Judah.  Ahaz  snail  have  no  thank  for  such  a  son : 
the  God  that  is  able  of  the  very  stones  to  raise  children 
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to  Abraham,  raises  a  true  seed  of  David  out  of  the 
corrupt  loins  of  an  idolater.  That  infinite  mercy  is 
not  tied  to  the  terms  of  an  immediate  propagation : 
for  the  space  of  three  hundred  years,  the  man  after 
God's  own  heart  had  no  perfect  heir  tUI  now.  Till 
now  did  the  high  places  stand :  the  devotions  of  the 
best  princes  of  Judah  were  blemished  with  some  weak 
omissions.  Xow,  the  zeal  of  good  Hezekiah  clears  all 
those  defects,  and  works  an  entire  changa 

How  seasonably  hath  the  providence  of  Ood  kept 
■  the  best  man  for  the  worst  times !  When  God  hath 
a  great  work  to  do,  he  knows  to  fit  himself  with  in- 
struments. 

No  marvel,  if  the  paganish  idols  go  to  wreck,  when 
even  the  brazen  serpent,  that  Moses  had  made  by  God's 
own  appointment,  is  broken  in  piecea  The  Israelites 
were  stung  with  fiery  seipents,  this  brazen  serpent 
healed  them,  which  they  did  no  sooner  see  than  they 
recovered.  But  now,  such  was  the  venom  of  the 
laraelitish  idolatry,  than  this  serpent  of  brass  stung 
worse  than  the  fieiy :  that  which  first  cured  by  the 
eye,  now  by  the  eye  poisoned  the  soul ;  that  which 
was  at  first  the  type  of  a  Saviour,  is  now  the 
deadly  engine  of  the  enemy ;  while  it  helped,  it 
stood ;  it  stood  while  it  hurt  not :  but  when  once 
wicked  abuse  hath  turned  it  into  an  idol,  what  was  it 
but  Nehuahtan  ? 

The  holiness  of  the  first  institution  cannot  privilege 
aught  from  the  danger  of  a  future  profanation ;  nor, 
as  the  case  may  stand,  from  an  utter  abolition.  What 
antiquity,  what  authority,  what  primary  service  might 
this  serpent  have  pleaded  ?  all  that  cannot  keep  it  out 
of  the  dust.  Those  things  which  are  necessary  in  their 
being,  beneficial  in  their  continuance,  may  still  re- 
main when  their  abuse  is  purged :  but  those  things 
whose  use  is  but  temporary,  and  whose  duration  is 
needless  and  unprofitable,  may  cease  with  the  occa- 
sion, and  much  more  perish  wiUi  an  inseparable  abuse. 
B  3 
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Hezekia.1i  willingly  forgets  who  made  the  Berpent, 
when  he  sees  the  Israelites  make  it  an  idol.  It  is  do 
leaa  intolerable  for  God  to  have  a  rival  of  his  own 
making. 

Since  Hezekiah  was  thus,  above  all  his  ancestors, 
upright  with  the  Lord,  it  is  no  marvel  if  the  Lord  were 
with  him,  if  he  prospered  whithersoever  he  went ;  the 
same  God  that  would  have  his  justice  magnified  in 
the  confusion  of  the  wicked  princes  of  Israel  and 
Judah,  would  have  his  mercy  no  less  acknowledged 
in  the  blessings  of  faithfiil  Hezekiah. 

The  great  king  of  Assyria  had,  in  a  sort,  swallowed 
up  both  the  kingdoms  of  Judah  and  Israel,  yet  not 
with  an  equal  cruelty:  he  made  Israel  captive;  Judah, 
upon  a  willing  composition,  tributary.  Israel  is  van- 
isned  in  a  transportation  ;  Judah  continues  under  the 
homage  wherein  Abaz  left  it.  Hezekiah  had  reigned 
but  six  years,  when  he  saw  his  neighbours  of  Israel 
packing  into  a  miserable  captivity,  and  the  proud 
Assyrians  lording  in  their  cities ;  yet  even  then,  when 
he  stood  alone,  in  a  comer  of  Judah,  durst  Hezekiah 
draw  his  neck  out  of  the  yoke  of  the  great  and  victo- 
rious monarch  of  Assyria ;  and,  as  if  one  enemy  had 
not  been  enough,  at  the  same  time  he  fells  upon  the 
encroaching  Philistines,  and  prevails.  It  is  not  to  be 
asked,  what  powers  a  man  can  make,  but  in  what 
terms  he  stands  with  Heaven.  ■  The  unworthy  father 
of  Hezekiah  had  closed  Judah  with  this  servile  fealty 
to  the  Assyrian ;  wnat  the  conditions  of  that  sul^ec- 
tion  were,  it  is  too  late  and  needless  for  us  to  inquire. 
If  this  payment  were  limited  to  a  period  of  time,  the 
expiration  acquitted  him ;  if,  upon  covenants  of  the 
aid,  the  cessation  thereof  acquitted  him ;  if  the  reform- 
ing of  religion,  and  banishment  of  idolatiy,  ran  under 
the  censure  of  rebellion,  the  quarrel  on  Hezekiah's 
part  was  holy,  on  Sennacherib's  unjust :  but  if  the 
reatipulation  were  absolute,  and  the  withdrawing  of 
this  nomage  upon  none  but  civil  grounds,  I  cannot 
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excuse  the  good  king  from  a  just  offence.  It  was  a 
human  fraiity  in  an  obliged  prince,  by  force,  to  effect 
a  free  and  independent  sovereignty. 

What  do  we  mince  that  fact,  which  holy  Hezekiah 
himself  censures?  "  I  have  offended,  return  from  me ; 
what  thou  putteat  on  me  will  I  bear."  The  comfort 
of  liberty  may  not  be  had  with  an  unwarranted  violence. 
Holiness  cannot  &ee  us  from  infirmity.  It  was  a  weak- 
ness to  do  that  act,  which  must  be  soon  undone  with 
much  repentance,  and  more  loss ;  this  revolt  shall 
cost  Hezekiah,  besides  much  humiliation,  three  hun- 
dred yearly  talents  of  silver,  thirty  talents  of  gold. 
How  much  better  had  it  been  for  the  cities  of  Judah 
to  have  purchased  their  peace  with  an  eaay  tribute, 
than  war  with  intolerable  taxation  I 

Fourteen  years  had  good  Hezekiah  fed  upon  a  sweet 
peace,  sauced  only  with  a  set  pension ;  now  he  must 
prepare  his  palate  for  the  bitter  morsels  of  war.  The 
king  of  Assyria  is  come  up  against  all  the  dcfenced 
cities  of  Judah,  and  hath  taken  them.  Hezekiah  is 
fain  to  buy  him  out  with  too  many  talents ;  the  poor 
kingdom  of  Judah  is  exhausted  with  so  deep  a  pay- 
ment, insomuch  as  the  king  is  forced  to  borrow  of 
God  himself,  for  "Hezekiah  gave  him  all  the  silver 
that  was  found  in  the  house  of  the  Lord :  yea,  at  that 
time  did  Hezekiah  cut  off  the  gold  &om  the  doors  of 
the  temple  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  pillars  which 
he  had  overlaid,  and  gave  it  to  the  king  of  Assyria." 
How  hard  was  good  Hezekiah  driven,  ere  he  would 
■  he  thus  bold  with  his  God !  Surely,  if  the  mines  or 
coffers  of  Judah  could  have  yielded  any  supply,  this 
shift  had  been  hateful ;  to  fetch  back  for  an  enemy 
that  which  he  had  given  to  his  Maker.  Only  neces- 
sity excuses  that  from  sacrilege  in  the  son,  which  will 
maJce  sacrilege  in  the  father :  that  which  is  once  de- 
voted to  a  eacred  use,  may  now  he  called  back  to  a 
profane.  But  he,  whose  the  earth  is,  and  the  fulness 
of  it,  is  not  so  taken  with  our  metals,  that  he  should 
more  regard  our  gold  than  our  welfare  :  bis  goodness 
B  4- 
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cannot  gradge  any  outward  thing  for  the  price  of  our 
peace.  To  rob  Gfod,  ont  of  covetousness  or  wanton- 
ness, or  neglect,  is  justly  damnable ;  we  cannot  rob 
him  ont  of  our  need ;  for  then  he  givea  us  all  we  take, 
and  bids  us  ransom  our  lives,  our  liberties ;  the  trea- 
sures of  C^d's  bouse  were  precious  for  his  sake  to 
whom  they  were  consecrated ;  but  more  precious  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord  was  the  life  of  any  one  of  his 
saints. 

Every  true  Israelite  was  the  ^iritual  house  of  God ; 
why  should  not  the  door  of  the  material  temple  be 
willingly  stripped,  to  save  the  whole  frame  of  the 
spiritual  temple !  Take,  therefore,  0  Hezekiah,  what 
tnou  hast  given  ;  no  gold  is  too  holy  to  redeem  thy 
vexation.  It  matters  not  so  much  how  hare  the  doors 
of  the  temple  be  in  a  case  of  necessity,  as  how  well 
the  insides  be  ftimished  with  sincere  devotion.  Oh 
the  cruel  hard-heartedness  of  those  men,  which  will 
rather  suffer  the  living  temples  of  God  to  be  ruined, 
than  they  will  ransom  their  life  with  ferthings  ! 

It  could  not  be,  but  that  the  store  of  needy  Judah 
must  soon  be  drawn  dry  with,  so  deep  an  exaction ; 
that  sum  cannot  be  sent,  because  it  cannot  be  raised. 
The  cruel  tyrant  calls  for  his  bricks,  whUe  he  allows 
no  straw :  his  anger  is  kindled,  because  Hezekiah's 
coffers  have  a  bottom  ;  with  a  mighty  host  doth  he 
come  up  against  Jerusalem,  therefore  shall  that  city 
be  destroyed  by  him,  because  by  him  it  hath  been  im- 
poverished ;  the  inhabitants  must  be  slaves,  because 
they  axe  beggars. 

Oh,  lamentable,  and,  in  sight,  de^rate  condition 
of  distressed  Jeru^em!  Wealth  it  had  none ;  strength 
it  had  but  a  little ;  all  the  country  round  about  was 
subdued  to  the  Assyrian ;  that  proud  victor  hath  be- 
girt the  walls  of  it  with  an  innumerable  army,  scorn- 
ing that  such  a  shoveliul  of  earth  should  stand  out 
but  one  day.  Poor  Jerusalem  stands  alone,  blocked 
up  with  a  world  of  enemies,  helpless,  friendless,  com- 
fortless, looking  for  the  worst  of  a  hostile  fury,  when 
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Tartan,  and  Babsaris,  and  Rabshaket,  the  CTeat  cap^ 
tains  of  the  Assyrians,  call  to  a  parley ;  Hezekiali 
sends  to  them  three  of  his  prime  officers,  his  steward, 
his  secretary,  Ms  recorder.  Lord,  what  insolent  blas- 
phemies doth  that  foul  mouth  of  Ilabshakeh  belch  out 
against  the  living  God,  against  his  anointed  servant ! 

How  plausibly  doth  he  discourage  the  subjects  of 
Hezekiah !  How  proudly  doth  he  insult  upon  their 
impotency  I  How  doth  he  brave  them  with  base 
offers  of  advantage  I  And  lastly,  how  cunningly  doth 
he  forelay  their  confidence,  which  was  only  left  them 
in  the  Almighty,  protesting  not  to  be  come  up  thither 
without  the  Lord !  "  The  Lord  said  to  me.  Go  up  to 
this  land,  and  destroy  it."  How  fearful  a  word  was 
this !  The  rest  were  but  vain  cracks,  this  was  a 
thunderbolt  to  strike  dead  the  heart  of  Hezekiah  :  if 
Babshakeh  could  have  been  believed,  Jerusalem  could 
not  but  have  flown  open ;  how  could  it  think  to  stand 
out  no  less  against  God  than  men  1  Even  thus  doth 
the  great  enemy  of  mankind  ;  if  he  can  dishearten 
the  soul  from  a  dependence  upon  the  God  of  mercies, 
the  day  is  his.  Lewd  miscreants  care  not  how  they 
belie  God,  for  their  own  purposes. 

Eliakim,  the  steward  of  Hezekiah,  well  knew  how 
much  the  people  must  needs  be  affected  with  this 
pernicious  suggestion ;  and  fain  would  therefore,  if 
not  stop  that  wicked  mouth,  yet  divert  these  blas- 
phemies into  a  foreign  egression.  I  wonder  that 
any  wise  man  should  look  for  favour  from  an  enemy : 
"  Speak,  I  pray  thee,  to  thy  servants  in  the  Syrian 
language."  What  was  this,  but  to  teach  an  adversary 
how  io  do  mischief?  Wherefore  came  Rabshakeh 
thither,  but  to  gall  Hezekiah,  to  withdraw  his  sub- 
jects ?  That  tongue  is  most  proper  for  him  which  may 
hurt  most.  Deprecations  of  evil  to  a  malicious  man 
are  no  better  than  advices.  An  unknown  idiom  is  fit 
to  keep  counsel ;  they  are  familiar  words  that  must 
convey  aught  to  the  understanding.  Lewd  men  are 
the  worse  for  admonitions. 
b6 
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EAbshakeh  had  not  so  atrained  his  throat,  to  corrupt 
the  citizens  of  Jerusalem,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
humble  obtestation  of  Eliakim.  Now  he  rears  up  hia 
voice,  and  holds  his  sides,  and  roars  out  his  double 
blasphemies ;  one  while  afirighting  the  people  with  the 
great  power  of  the  mighty  ting  of  Assyria,  another 
while  debasing  the  contemptible  force  of  Hezekiah ; 
now  smoothly  alluring  them  with  the  assurances  of  a 
safe  and  successful  yieldance,  then  discouraging  them 
with  the  impossibility  of  their  deliverance ;  laying 
before  them  the  feanul  examples  of  greater  nations 
vanquished  by  that  sword,  which  was  now  shaken 
over  them,  triumphing  in  the  impotency  and  mis- 
carriage of  their  gods.  "  Who  are  they,  among  all  the 
gods  of  the  countries,  that  have  delivered  their  coun- 
try out  of  mine  hand,  that  the  Lord  should  deliver 
Jerusalem  out  of  mine  hand  ?  Where  are  the  gods  of 
Arpad,  and  of  Hamath  ?"  Where  ?  but  in  that  hellish 
darkness,  that  is  ordained  both  for  them  and  tor  thee, 
barbarous  Assyrian,  that  darest  thus  open  thy  mouth 
against  thy  Maker :  and  can  those  atheistic  eyes  of 
thine  see  no  difference  of  gods  ?  Is  there  no  distance 
betwixt  a  stock,  or  stone,  and  that  infinite  Deity  that 
made  heaven  and  earth?  It  is  enough  that  thou 
now  feelest  it ;  thy  torments  have  taught  thee  too 
late,  that  thou  afirontedst  a  living  God. 

How  did  the  fingers  and  tongues  of  those  Jewish 
peers  and  people  itch  to  be  at  Rabshakeh,  in  a  re- 
vengeful answer  to  those  impieties :  all  is  hushed,  not 
a  word  sounds  &om  those  wajls.  I  do  not  more  wonder 
at  Hezekiah's  wisdom,  in  commanding  silence,  than 
at  the  subjects'  obedience  in  keeping  it.  This  jailer 
could  not  be  more  spited,  than  with  no  answer  ;  and 
if  he  might  be  exasperated,  he  could  not  be  reformed ; 
besides,  the  rebounding  of  those  multiplied  blasphe- 
mies mi^ht  leave  some  ill  impressions  in  the  multi- 
tude ;  this  sulphureous  flash,  therefore,  dies  in  its  own 
smoke,  only  leaving  a  hateful  stench  behind  it. 

Good  Hezekiah  cannot  easily  pa>ss  over  this  devilish 
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oratory  ;  no  sooner  doth  he  hear  of  it,  than  he  rends 
hia  clothes,  and  covers  himself  with  sackcloth,  and 
betakes  himself  to  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  sends 
his  officers,  and  the  gravest  of  the  priests,  clad  in  sack- 
cloth, to  Isaiah,  the  prophet  of  Gtoi,  with  a  doleful 
and  querulous  message. 

Oh  the  noble  piety  of  Hezekiah !  Notwithstanding 
all  the  straits  of  the  siege,  and  the  danger  of  so  power- 
ful an  enemy,  I  find  not  the  garments  of  this  good 
king  any  otherwise  than  whole,  and  unchanged ;  but 
now,  so  soon  as  ever  a  blasphemy  is  uttered  against 
the  majesty  of  his  God,  though  by  a  Pagan  dog,  his 
clothes  are  torn,  and  turned  into  sackclotL  There 
can  be  no  better  argument  of  an  upright  heart,  than 
to  be  more  sensible  of  the  indignities  offered  to  God, 
than  of  our  own  dangers.  Even  these  desperate  re- 
proaches send  Hezekiah  to  the  temple.  The  more 
■we  see  God's  name  profaned,  the  more  shall  we,  if  we 
be  truly  religious,  love  and  honour  it. 

Whither  should  Hezekiah  run,  but  to  the  temple, 
to  the  prophet  ?  There,  there  is  the  refuge  of  all 
faithful  ones,  where  they  may  speak  with  God,  where 
they  may  be  spoken  to  from  Gt>d,  and  fetch  comfort 
&om  both.  It  is  not  possible  that  a  believing  heart 
should  be  disappointea  Isaiah  sends  that  message 
to  the  good  king,  that  may  dry  up  his  tears,  and  cheer 
his  countenance,  and  change  hia  suit :  "  Thus  aaith 
the  Lord,  Be  not  afraid  of  the  words  which  thou  hast 
heard,  with  which  the  servants  of  the  king  of  Assyria 
have  blasphemed  me :  behold,  I  will  send  a  blast  upon 
bimi  and  he  shall  hear  a  rumour,  and  shall  return  to 
his  own  land ;  and  I  will  cause  him  to  fall  by  the 
Bword  in  his  own  land." 

Lo  !  even  while  Sennacherib  was  in  the  height  of 
his  jollity  and  assurance,  God's  prophet  foresees  his 
ruin,  and  gives  him  for  dead,  while  that  tyrant  thought 
of  nothing  but  life  and  victory.  Proud  and  secure 
worldlings  little  dream  of  the  near  approach  of  their 
b6 
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judgments ;  while  they  are  plotting  their  deepest  de- 
signs, the  over-ruling  justice  of  the  Almighty  hati 
contrived  their  sudden  confusion,  and  sees,  and  sets 
them  their  day. 

Rabshakeh  returns,  and,  finding  the  king  of  Assyria 
warring  against  Libnah,  reports  to  him  the  silent,  and 
therein  contemptuous  answer,  and  firm  resolutions  of 
Hezekiah :  in  the  mean  time  God  pulls  Sennacherib 
^  the  ear,  with  the  news  of  the  approaching  army  of 
Tirhakah,  king  of  Ethiopia,  which  was  coming  up  to 
raise  the  siege,  and  to  succour  his  confederatea  That 
dreadfiil  power  will  not  allow  the  Assyrian  king,  in 
person,  to  lead  his  other  forces  up  against  Jerusalem, 
Dor  to  continue  his  former  letter  long  before  those 
walls.  But  now,  he  writes  big  words  to  Hezekiah, 
and  thinks,  with  his  thundering  menaces,  to  beat  open 
the  gates,  and  level  the  bulwares  of  Jerusalem.  Like 
the  true  master  of  Babshakeh,  he  reviles  the  God  of 
heaven,  and  basely  parallels  him  with  the  dunghill 
deities  of  the  heathen. 

Good  Hezekiah  gets  him  into  his  sanctuary ;  there 
he  spreads  the  lett«r  before  the  Lord ;  and  caUs  to 
the  God  that  dwells  between  the  cherubims,  to  re- 
venge the  blasphemies  of  Sennacherib,  b>  protect  and 
rescue  himself,  and  his  p^ple.  Every  one  of  those 
■wordspierced  heaven,  which  was  no  less  open  to  mercy 
unto  Hezekiah,  than  vengeance  to  Sennacherib.  Now 
is  Isaiah  addressed  with  a  second  message  of  comfort 
to  him,  who  doubtless  distrusted  not  the  first :  only 
the  reiteration  of  that  furious  blasphemy  made  him 
take  faster  hold  by  his  faithful  devotion.  Mow,  the 
jealous  God,  in  a  disdain  of  so  blasphemous  a  con- 
testation, rises  up  in  a  style  of  majesty,  and  gloriously 
tramples  upon  tnis  saucy  insolency ;  "  Because  thy 
rage  against  me,  and  thy  tumult  is  come  up  into  mine 
ears,  therefore  I  will  put  my  hook  into  thy  nose,  and 
my  bridle  into  thy  bps,  and  will  turn  thee  back  by 
the  way  thou  cameat.'     Lo,  Sennacherib,  the  God  m 
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heaven  makes  a  beaat  of  thee,  who  haet  so  trutishly 
spumed  at  his  name !  If  thou  be  a  ravenous  bear, 
he  hath  a  hook  for  thy  nostrils :  if  then  be  a  restj 
horse,  he  hath  a  bridle  for  thy  mouth  ;  in  spite  of 
thee,  thou  shalt  follow  his  hook,  or  his  bridle,  and  sbalt 
be  led  to  thy  just  shame  by  either. 

It  is  not  for  us  to  be  the  lords  of  our  own  actions : 
"  Thus  saitb  the  Lord  concerning  the  king  of  Assyria, 
he  shall  not  come  into  this  city,  nor  shoot  an  arrow 
there,  nor  come  before  it  with  a  shield,  nor  cast  a  bank 
against  it :  by  the  way  that  he  came  shall  he  return," 
&C.  Impotent  men,  what  are  we  in  the  hands  of  the 
Almighty  !  We  purpose,  he  over-rules  ;  we  talk  of 
great  matters,  andthmk  to  do  wonders,  be  blows  upon 
our  projects,  and  they  vanish  with  ourselvea  He  that 
hath  set  bounds  to  the  sea,  hath  appointed  limits  to 
the  rage  of  the  proudest  enemies :  yea,  even  the  devils 
themselves  are  confined.  Why  boast  ye  yourselves, 
0  ye  tyrants,  that  ye  can  do  mischief;  ye  are  stinted, 
and  even  within  those  lists  is  confusion. 

Ob  the  trophies  of  Divine  justice !  "That  very  night 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  went  out,  and  smote  in  the  camp 
of  the  Assyrians,  a  hundred  fourscore  and  five  thou- 
eand,  and  when  they  arose  early  in  the  morning,  be- 
hold they  were  all  dead  corpses." 

How  speedy  an  execution  was  this !  How  mirar 
culous !  No  human  arm  shall  have  the  glory  of  this 
victory.  It  was  God  that  was  defied  by  that  pre- 
sumptuous Assyrian  ;  it  is  God  that  shall  right  his 
own  wrongs.  Had  the  Egyptian  or  Ethiopian  forces 
been  come  up,  though  the  same  God  had  done  this 
•  work  by  them,  yet  some  praise  of  this  slaughter  had, 
perhaps,  cleaved  to  their  fingers :  now  an  invisible 
hand  sheds  aU  this  blood,  that  his  very  enemies  may 
clear  him  fi-om  all  partnership  of  revenge.  Go  now, 
wicked  Sennacherib,  and  tell  the  gods  of  Hamath  and 
Arpad,  and  Sepharvaim,  and  Henah,  and  Ivah,  which 
thou  hast  destroyed,  and  say,  that  Hezekiah's  God  is 
but  as  one  of  these.    Go,  wid  add  this  deity  to  the 
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number  of  thy  conquests :  now  say  that  Hezekiah's 
God,  in  whom  he  trusted,  hath  deceived  him,  and 
graced  thy  triumphs. 

With  shame  and  grief  enough,  is  that  sheeped  ty- 
rant returned  to  his  Ninereh,  having  left  behind  him 
all  the  pride  and  strength  of  Assyria,  for  compost  to 
the  Jewish  fields.  Well  were  it  for  thee,  0  Senna- 
cherib, if  thou  couldst  escape  thus  ;  vengeance  waits 
for  thee  at  home,  and  welcomes  thee  into  thy  place  ; 
while  thou  art  worshipping  in  the  house  of  Niaroch 
thy  god,  two  of  thine  own  sons  shall  be  thine  execu- 
tioners. See  now,  if  that  false  deity  of  thine  can 
preserve  thee  from  that  stroke,  which  the  true  God 
sends  thee  by  the  hand  of  thine  own  flesh.  He  that 
slew  thy  host  by  his  angels,  slays  thee  by  thy  sons. 
The  same  angel  that  killed  all  those  thousands,  could 
as  easily  have  smitten  thee :  hut  he  rather  reserves 
thee  for  the  further  torment  of  an  unnatural  stroke ; 
that  thou  mayest  see,  too  late,  how  easy  it  is  for  him, 
in  spite  of  thy  god,  to  arm  thine  own  loins  against  thee. 

Thou  art  avenged,  0  God,  thou  art  avenged  plenti- 
fiilly  of  thine  enemies.  Whosoever  strives  with  thee, 
is  sure  to  gain  nothing  hut  loss,  but  shame,  but  death, 
but  hell.  The  Assyrians  are  stain,  Sennacherib  is 
rewarded  for  his  blaaphemy ;  Jerusalem  is  rescued, 
Hezekiah  rejoices ;  the  nations  wonder  and  tremble^ 
"  0  love  the  Lord,  all  ye  saints ;  for  the  Lord  pre- 
serveth  the  &ithful,  and  plenteously  rewardeth  the 
proud  doer." 


CONTEMPLATION  X. 

UEZBRIAH  SICK,   REGOTEBED,  VISITED. 

Hezekiah  was  freed  from  the  siege  of  the  Assyrians, 
hut  he  is  surprised  with  a  disease.  He  that  delivered 
him  from  the  hand  of  his  enemies,  smites  him  with 
sickness.  God  doth  not  let  us  loose  from  all  afflic- 
tions, when  he  redeems  us  from  one. 
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To  think  tliat  Hezekiah  was  either  not  thankful 
enough  for  his  deliverance,  or  too  much  lifted  up  with 
glory  of  80  miraculoua  a  favour,  were  an  injurious 
nuBConstruction  of  the  hand  of  God,  and  an  uucharita- 
hie  censure  of  a  holy  prince;  for,  though  no  flesh 
and  hlood  can  avoid  the  just  desert  of  homly  punish- 
ment, yet  God  doth  not  always  strike  with  an  in- 
tuition of  sin:  sometimes  he  regards  the  benefit  of 
our  trial ;  sometimes  the  glory  of  his  mercy  in  our 
cure. 

It  was  no  slight  distemper  that  seized  upon  Heze- 
kiah,  but  a  disease  both  paiufiil  and  fierce,  and  in 
nature  deadly.  0  God,  how  thou  lashest  even  those 
whom  thou  lovest !  Hadst  thou  ever  any  such  darling 
in  the  throne  of  Judah,  as  Hezekiah  ?  Yet  he  no 
sooner  breatheth  from  a  miserable  siege,  than  he 
panteth  under  a  mortal  sickness,  when  as  yet  he  had 
not  so  much  as  the  comfort  of*  child  to  succeed  him. 
Thy  prophet  is  sent  to  him  with  a  heavy  message  of 
his  death ;  "  Set  thine  house  in  order,  for  thou  shalt 
die,  and  not  live."  It  is  no  small  mercy  of  God,  that 
he  gives  us  warning  of  our  end :  we  shall  make  an 
ill  use  of  so  gracious  a  premonition,  if  we  make  not  a 
meet  preparation  for  our  passage.  Even  those  that 
have  not  a  house,  yet  have  a  aouL  No  soul  can  want 
important  affairs  to  be  ordered  for  a  final  dissolu- 
tion ;  the  neglect  of  this  best  thrift  is  desperate. 
Set  thy  soul  in  order,  0  man,  for  thou  ahalt  die,  and 
not  live ! 

If  God  had  given  Hezekiah  a  son,  nature  had  be- 
queathed his  estate:  now,  he  must  study  to  find 
heita.  Even  these  outward  things,  though  in  them- 
gelves  worthless,  require  our  careful  disposition  to 
those  we  leave  behind  us ;  and,  if  we  have  delayed 
these  thoughts  till  then,  our  sick  beds  may  not  com- 
plain of  their  importunifv^.  We  cannot  leave  to  our 
&milies  a  better  legacy  than  peace. 

Never  was  the  prophet  Isaiah  unwelcome  to  this 
good  king,  until  now.     Even  sad  tidings  must  he  car- 
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ried  by  those  mesBeDgera  which  would  be  fiuthfiil ; 
neither  may  we  regard  so  much  how  they  will  be 
taken,  as  by  whom  they  are  sent. 

It  was  a  bold  and  harsh  word,  to  say  to  a  king, 
"  Thou  ahalt  die  and  not  live."  I  do  not  hear  Heze- 
kiah  rage  and  fret  at  the  message,  or  threaten  the 
hearer ;  but  he  meekly  turns  his  face  to  the  wall, 
and  weeps,  and  praya  Why  to  the  waU  ?  Was  it 
for  the  greater  secrecy  of  his  devotion  ?  Was  it  for 
the  more  freedom  from  all  distraction  ?  Was  it  that 
the  passion,  which  accompanied  his  prayer,  might 
have  no  witnesses  ?  Or,  was  it  for  that  this  wall 
looked  towards  the  temple,  which  his  heart  and  eyes 
still  moved  unto,  though  his  feet  could  not ! 

Howsoever,  the  patient  soul  of  good  Hezekiaii 
turns  itself  to  that  holy  God,  from  whom  he  smarts, 
and  bleeds,  and  pours  out  itself  into  a  fervent  depre- 
cation ;  "  I  beseech  thee,  0  Lord,  remember  now 
how  I  have  walked  before  thee  in  truth,  and  with  a 
perfect  heart ;  and  have  done  that  which  is  good  in 
thy  sight." 

Coiudst  thou  fear,  0  Hezekiab,  that  Glod  had  for- 
gotten thine  integrity !  The  grace  that  was  in  thee 
was  his  own  work  ;  could  he  in  thee  neglect  himself? 
Or  dost  thou  therefore  doubt  of  his  remembrance  of 
thy  faithfulness,  because  he  siunmons  thee  to  receive 
the  crown  of  thy  faithfulness,  glory,  and  immortality  ? 
Wherein  canst  thou  be  remembered,  if  this  be  to  for- 
get thee  ?  What  challenge  is  this  ?  Is  God  a  debtor 
to  thy  perfection  ?  Hath  thy  holy  carria^  merited 
any  thing  from  that  infinite  justice  i  Far,  far  were 
these  presumptuous  conceits  from  that  humble  and 
mortified  souL  Thou  hadst  hated  thine  own  breast, 
if  it  could  once  have  harbotu^d  bo  proud  a  thought. 
This  perfection  of  thine  was  no  other,  than  an  honest 
soimdness  of  heart  and  life,  which  thou  knewest  God 
had  promised  to  reward.  It  was  the  mercy  of  the 
covenant  that  thou  pleadedst,  not  the  merit  of  thine 
obedience. 
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Every  one  of  these  words  were  steeped  in  tears : 
but  what  meant  these  words,  these  tears  ?  I  hear 
not  of  any  suit  moved  by  Hezekiab,  only  he  wishes 
to  be  remembered,  in  that  which  could  never  be  for- 

fotten,  though  he  should  have  entreated  for  an  ob- 
vion. 

Speak  out,  Hezekiah ;  what  is  it  that  thy  tears 
crave,  while  thy  lips  express  not  i  "  Oh,  let  me  live, 
and  I  shall  praise  thee,  0  God." 

In  a  natural  man  none  could  wonder  at  this  pas- 
sionate request — ^Wbo  can  but  wonder  at  it  in  a  saint, 
whose  happiness  doth  but  then  begin  when  bia  life 
ceasetb,  whose  misery  doth  but  then  end  when  his 
death  enters !  The  word  of  feith  is,  "  Oh,  let  me 
die,  that  I  may  enjoy  thee !"  How  then  doth  the 
good  king  ciy  at  the  news  of  that  death,  which  some 
resolute  Pagans  have  entertained  with  smiles  7  Cer- 
tainly, the  best  man  cannot  strip  himself  of  some 
flesh ;  and  while  nature  hath  an  undeniable  share  in 
him,  he  cannot  but  retain  some  snatch  of  the  sweet- 
ness of  life,  of  the  horror  of  dissolution  :  both  these 
were  in  Hezekiah,  neither  of  them  could  transport 
bim  into  this  passion ;  they  were  higher  respects  that 
swayed  with  so  holy  a  prince :  a  tender  care  of  the 
glory  of  God,  a  carefiil  pity  of  the  Church  of  God. 
His  veiy  tears  said,  0  God,  thou  knowest  that  the 
eyes  of  the  world  are  bent  upon  me,  as  one  that  hath 
abandoned  their  idolatry,  and  restored  thy  sincere 
worship  ;  I  stand  alone  in  the  midst  of  a  wicked  and 
idolatrous  generation,  that  looks  through  all  my  ac- 
tions, all  my  events ;  if  now  they  shall  see  me  snatched 
away  in  the  midst  of  my  days,  what  will  these  hea- 
thens say ;  how  can  thy  great  name  but  suffer  in  this 
iny  untimely  extinction !  Besides,  what  will  become 
of  thy  poor  church,  which  I  shall  leave  feebly  reli- 
gious, and  as  yet  scarce  warm,  in  the.  course  of  a 
pious  reformation  ?  How  soon  shall  it  be  miserably 
overgrown  with  superstition  and  heathenism !  How 
soon  shaU  the  wild  boar  of  Assyria  root  up  this  little 
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vineyard  of  thine !  What  need  I  beseech  thee,  0  Lord, 
to  regard  thy  name,  to  regard  thine  inheritance  ? 

What  one  tear  of  Hezetiah  can  run  waste  i  What 
can  that  good  king  pray  for,  nnheard,  unanswered  ? 
Sennacherib  came,  in  a  proud  confidence,  to  swallow 
up  his  city  and  people :  prayers  and  tears  sent  him 
away  confounded.  Death  conies  to  swallow  up  his 
person ;  and  that  not  without  authority ;  prayers  and 
tears  send  him  away  disappointed.  Before  Isaiah  was 
gone  out  into  the  middle  court,  the  word  of  the  Lord 
came  to  him  saying,  "Turn  again,  and  tell  Hezekiah, 
the  captain  of  my  people,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the 
Gkid  of  David,  thy  father,  I  have  heard  thy  prayer,  I 
have  seen  thy  tears,  behold  I  will  heal  thee  ;  on  the 
third  day  thou  shalt  go  up  to  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
and  I  will  add  to  thy  days  fifteen  years." 

What  shall  we  say,  then,  0  God ;  hast  thou  thus 
soon  changed  thy  purpose  ?  Was  it  not  thy  true 
messa^  which  thy  prophet,  even  now,  delivered  to 
Hezekiah  ?  Is  somewhat  iallen  out  that  thou  fore- 
aawest  not  ?  or  dost  thou  now  decree  somewhat  thou 
meanest  not  ?  The  very  thought  of  any  of  these  were 
no  better  than  blasphemous  impiety.  Certainly  Heze- 
kiah could  not  live  one  day  longer  than  was  eternally 
decreed :  the  decree  of  God's  eternal  counsel  had  from 
everlasting  determined  him  fifteen  years  yet  longer. 
Why  then  doth  God  say,  by  his  prophet, "  Thou  shalt 
die,  and  not  live  ?"  He  is  not  as  man  that  he  should 
repent ;  the  message  is  changed,  the  will  is  not 
changed ;  yea,  rather,  the  message  is  explicated,  not 
changed ;  for  the  signified  will  of  God,  though  it  sound 
absolutely,  yet  must  be  understood  with  condition ; 
that  tells  Hezekiah  what  he  must  expect  from  the 
nature  of  his  disease,  what  would  befal  him  without 
his  deprecations.  There  was  nothing  but  death  in 
the  second  causes,  whatever  secret  purpose  there  was 
in  the  first ;  and  that  purpose  shall  lie  hid  for  a  time, 
under  a  reserved  condition.  The  same  decree  that 
says,  Nineveh  shall  be  destroyed,  means,  if  Nineveh 
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repent,  it  shall  not  be  destroyed.  He  that  finds  good 
reason  to  say  Hezekiah  shall  die,  yet  still  means,  If 
the  quickened  devotion  of  Hezekiah  shall  importune 
me  for  life,  it  shall  be  protracted.  And  the  same 
God  that  hath  decreed  this  addition  of  fifteen  years, 
had  decreed  to  stir  up  the  spirit  of  Hezekiah  to  that 
vehement  and  weeping  importunity  which  should 
obtain  it.  0  God,  thou  workest  thy  good  pleasure 
in  U8,  and  with  us ;  and,  by  thy  reveal^  will,  movest 
us  in  those  ways,  whereby  thou  effectest  thy  secret 
will. 

How  wonderfal  is  this  mercy !  Hezekiah's  tears 
are  not  dry  upon  his  cheeks,  yea,  his  breath  is  not 
passed  his  lips,  when  God  sends  him  a  comfortable 
answer.  How  careful  is  the  God  of  compassions,  that 
his  holy  servant  should  not  languish  one  hour,  in  the 
expectation  of  his  denounced  death!  What  speed 
was  here,  as  in  the  errand,  so  in  the  act  of  recovery? 
Within  three  davs  shall  Hezekiah  be  upon  his  feet ; 
yet,  his  feet  shall  stand  in  the  courts  of  God's  honse ; 
he  that  now  in  his  bed  sighs  and  groans,  and  weeps 
out  a  petition,  shall  then' sing  out  a  thanksgiving  in 
the  temple.  "  0  thou  that  hearest  prayer !  unto  thee 
shall  all  flesh  come."  With  what  cheerful  assurance 
should  we  approach  to  the  throne  of  that  grace,  which 
never  failed  any  suppliant ! 

Neither  was  this  rrant  more  speedy  than  bountiful. 
We  are  wont  to  reckon  seven  years  for  the  life  of  a 
man  ;  and  now,  behold,  more  than  two  lives  hath  God 
added  to  the  age  of  Hezekiah.  How  unexampled  a 
fevour  is  this!  Who  ever  but  Hezekiah  knew  his 
period  so  long  before  ?  The  fixedness  of  his  term  is 
no  less  mercy  than  the  protection :  we  must  be  con- 
tent to  live  or  die  at  uncertainties.  We  are  not  worthy 
to  calculate  the  date  of  our  own  times,  "  Teach  us, 
0  Lord,  so  to  number  our  days,  that  we  may  apply 
our  hearts  to  wisdom." 

There  is  little  joy  in  many  days,  if  they  he  evil. 
Hezeki^  shall  not  be  blessed  only  with  life,  but  with 
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peace.  The  proud  Assyrian  threatens  an  invasion  ; 
his  late  foil  still  sticks  in  his  stomach,  and  stirs  him 
to  a  revenge :  the  hook  ia  in  his  Dostrils,  he  cannot 
move  whither  he  list.  The  God  of  heaven  will  main- 
tain his  own  q^uarrel:  "I  will  defend  this  city  for 
mine  own  sake,  and  for  my  servant  David's  sake." 
Lo,  for  his  life,  Hezekiah  is  beholden,  next  under  the 
infinite  goodness  of  God,  to  his  prayers ;  for  his  pro- 
tection, to  the  dear  memory  of  his  &ther  David! 
Surely,  for  aught  we  find,  Hezekiah  was  no  less  up- 
right and  less  offensive  than  David ;  yet  both  Heze- 
kiah and  Jerusalem  shall  fere  the  better  for  David's 
sake,  above  three  hundred  years  after. 

To  that  man  alter  his  own  heart,  had  God  eng^ed 
himself,  by  his  eracious  promise,  to  preserve  Ms  throne, 
his  seed.  God  loves  to  remember  his  ancient  mercies. 
How  happy  a  thing  is  it  to  be  faithful  with  God! 
This  ia  the  way  to  oblige  those  which  are  yet  unborn; 
and  to  entail  blessings  upon  the  successions  of  ^ture 
generations. 

It  seems  it  was  some  pestilent  ulcer  that  thus 
endangered  the  life  of  Hezekiah.  Isaiah  is  not  a 
prophet  only  but  a  physician.  "  And  Isaiah  said, 
Take  a  lump  of  figs."  He,  that  gave  an  assurance 
of  recovery,  gives  a  receipt  for  the  recovery.  The 
decree  of  God  includes  the  means :  neither  can  the 
medicine  work  without  a  word  ;  neither  will  the  word 
work  without  the  medicine  ;  both  of  them  must  meet 
in  the  cure.  If  we  so  trust  the  promise  that  we 
neglect  the  prescript,  we  presume  to  no  purpose. 
Happy  ia  that  aoul  that  so  regards  the  promise  of 
God's  prophets,  as  that  witl^  he  receives  their 
counsels. 

Nothing  could  be  more  proper  for  the  ripening  of 
hard  and  purulent  tumours,  tnan  dry  figs.  Herein 
Isaiah's  direction  was  according  to  nature ;  wherefore 
should  we  bau]k  the  ordinary  road,  where  it  is  both 
ferir  and  near  ? 

The  sudden  contradiction  of  the  messa^  causes  a 
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juBt  difficulty  in  the  assent.  Hezekiah  therefore 
crayes  a.  sign ;  not  for  that  he  diBtnisteth,  but  that 
he  might  trust  the  more ;  we  can  never  take  too  fast 
hold  of  those  promisea  of  God,  which  have  not  more 
comfort  in  the  application,  than  natural  impossibility 
in  the  performance.  "We  believe,  Lord,  help  our 
unbelief" 

The  sick  king  hath  his  option ;  his  £ither  was 
oflFered  a  sign,  and  refused  it ;  he  sues  for  one  and 
obtains  it :  "  Shall  the  shadow  go  forward  ten  degrees, 
or  back  ten  degrees  i"  As  if  heaven  itself  lay  open 
to  his  choice,  and  were  ready  either  to  mend  his  pace, 
or  retire  for  his  confirmation.  What  creature  is  not 
cheerfully  forward  to  obey  the  faith  of  God's  servants? 

Hezekiah  fastens  rather  upon  that  sign  which  is 
more  hard,  more  disagreeing  from  the  course  of 
nature ;  not  without  good  reason  ;  every  proof  must 
be  clearer  than  the  thing  to  be  proved,  neither  may 
there  want  a  meet  proportion  betwixt  both ;  now  the 
going  forward  of  the  ^adow  was  a  motion,  no  other 
than  natural,  the  recovery  of  that  pestilent  disease 
was  against  the  stream  of  nature ;  the  more  difficult 
sign,  therefore,  the  surer  evidence. 

Whether  shall  we  more  wonder  at  the  measure  of 
the  love  of  God  to  Hezekiah,  or  at  the  power  of 
Isaiah's  faith  in  God  ?  Out  of  both,  either  the  sun 
goes  back  in  heaven,  that  his  shadow  may  go  back  on 
earih,  or  the  shadow  no  less  miraculously  goes  back 
on  earth,  while  the  sun  goes  forward  in  heaven.  It 
is  true  that  the  prophet  speaks  of  the  shadow,  not  of 
the  sun ;  except  perhaps  oecause  the  motion  of  the 
sun  is  best  discerned  by  the  shadow,  and  the  motion 
of  the  shadow  is  led  by  the  course  of  the  sun :  besides, 
that  the  demonstration  of  this  miracle  is  reported  to 
be  local  in  the  dial  of  Ahaz,  not  universal  in  the 
sensible  length  of  the  day ;  withal,  the  retreat  of  the 
sun  had  made  a  public  and  noted  change  in  the  frame 
of  nature :  this  particular  alteration  of  the  shadow  in 
places  limited,  might  satisfy  no  less  without  a  con- 
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^ive  mutation  in  the  fece  of  the  world.  Whether^ 
soever,  to  draw  the  sun  back  together  with  the  shadow, 
or  to  draw  the  shadow  back  without  the  sun,  was  the 
proof  of  a  Divine  omnipotence,  able  therefore  to  draw 
back  Hezekiah  fifteen  degrees  from  the  night  of 
death,  towards  which  he  was  hasting.  0  God,  thou 
wilt  rather  alter  the  course  of  heaven  and  earth, 
than  the  faith  of  thy  children  shall  sink  for  want  of 
supportation. 

It  should  seem,  the  Babylonians  finding  the  Assy- 
rians' power  abated  by  the  revengeful  hand  of  God's 
angel  and  their  own  discord,  took  this  advantage  <rf 
a  revolt ;  and  now,  to  strengthen  their  part,  faU  in 
with  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah,  whom  they  found  the 
old  enemy  to  the  Assyrians,  and  the  great  favourite 
of  Heaven  :  him  they  woo  with  gifts,  him  they  con- 
gratulate with  ambassages.  The  fame  of  Hezesiah's 
sickness,  recovery,  form,  and  assurance  of  cure,  have 
drawn  thither  messengers  and  presents  from  Uerodach 
Baladan,  king  of  Babylon. 

The  Chaldees  were  curious  searchers  into  the 
secrets  of  nature,  especially  into  the  motions  of  the 
celestial  bodies ;  though  there  had  been  no  politic 
relations,  this  very  astronomical  miracle  had  been 
enough  to  fetch  them  to  Jerusalem,  that  they  might 
see  the  man  for  whose  sake  the  sun  forsook  his  place, 
or  the  shadow  forsook  the  sun. 

How  easily  have  we  seen  those  holy  men  miscarried 
by  prosperity,  against  whom  no  miseries  could  pre- 
vail ?  He  that  stood  out  stoutly  against  all  the 
Assyrian  onsets,  clinging  the  faster  to  his  God,  by 
how  much  he  was  harder  assaulted  by  Sennacherib, 
melteth  now  with  these  Babylonian  favours,  and  runs 
abroad  into  ofieusive  weaknesses. 

The  Babylonian  ambassadors  are  too  welcome  to 
Hezekiah :  as  a  man  transported  with  the  honour  of 
their  respective  and  costly  visitations,  he  forgets  his 
tears,  and  his  turning  to  the  wall ;  he  forgets  their 
incompatible  idolatry,  so  hugging  them  in  his  bosom, 
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as  if  there  had  been  no  cause  of  strangeneBs :  all  his 
doors  &y  open  to  them ;  and,  in  a,  vain-glorious 
ostentation,  all  his  new-gathered  treasures,  all  his 
strong  armories  entertain  their  eyes ;  nothing  in  his 
house,  nothing  in  his  dominion,  is  hid  from  tnem. 

0  Hezekiah,  what  means  this  impotent  ambition  t 
it  is  not  long  since  thou  torest  off  the  very  plates  of 
the  temple  doors,  to  give  unto  Sennacherib ;  and  can 
thy  treasures  be  suddenly  so  multiplied,  that  they 
can  be  worthy  to  astonish  foreign  beholders  ?  or,  if 
thy  storehouse  were  as  rich  as  the  earth,  can  thy 
heart  be  so  vain  as  to  be  lifted  up  with  these  heavy 
metals  ?  Bidst  thou  not  see  that  Heaven  itself  was 
at  thy  heck,  whilst  thou  weit  humbled  1  and  shall  a 
little  earthly  dross  have  power  over  thy  soid  ?  Can 
the  flattering  applause  of  strangers  let  thee  loose  into 
a  proud  joy,  whom  the  late  message  of  God's  prophet 
resolved  into  tears  ?  0  God,  if  thou  do  not  keep  us 
as  well  in  our  sunshine,  as  in  our  storm,  we  are  sure 
to  perish ;  as  in  all  time  of  our  tribulation,  bo  in  all 
time  of  our  wealth,  good  Lord,  deliver  us. 

Alas,  how  slight  doth  this  weakness  seem  in  our 
eyes,  to  rejoice  lu  the  abundance  of  God's  blessings, 
to  call  in  foreign  friends  to  be  witnesses  of  our  plenty ; 
to  raise  our  conceits  some  little,  upon  the  acclama- 
tions of  others,  upon  the  value  of  our  own  abilities ! 

Lay  thy  hand  upon  thy  mouth,  0  foolish  flesh  and 
blood,  when  thou  seest  the  censure  of  thy  Maker. 

Isaiah  the  prophet  is  sent  speedily  to  Hezekiah, 
with  a  sharp  and  heart-breaking  message ;  "  Behold 
the  days  come  that  all  that  is  in  thine  house,  and 
that  which  thy  fathers  have  laid  up  in  store,  unto 
this  day,  shall  he  carried  into  Babylon ;  nothing  shall 
be  left,  saith  the  Lord ;  and  of  thy  sons  that  shall 
issue  from  thee,  which  thou  ahalt  beget,  shall  they 
take  away,  and  they  shall  be  eunuchs  in  the  palace 
of  the  king  of  Babylon." 

No  sin  can  be  light  in  Hezekiah :  the  holiness  of 
the  person  adds  to  the  unholiuess  of  the  act ;  emi- 
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nencj  of  profession  doubles  both  the  offence  and  the 
judgment.  This  gloiy  ahaM  end  in  an  ignominious 
loss. 

'The  great  and  holy  God  will  not  digest  pride  in 
anj,  much  less  in  his  own.  That  which  was  the  sub- 
ject of  Hezelciah's  sin,  shall  be  the  matter  of  his 
punishment ;  those  with  whom  he  sinned  shall  be  his 
avengers ;  it  was  his  treasure  and  munition,  wherein 
he  prides  himself  to  these  men  of  Babylon.  The  men 
of  Babylon  shall  carry  away  his  treasure  and  muni- 
tion. What  now  doth  Hezekiah  but  tempt  them  with 
a  glorious  booty,  as  some  fond  traveller  that  would 
show  his  gold  to  a  thief? 

These  worldly  things  are  furthest  off  from  the 
heart ;  perhaps  Hezekiah  might  not  he  much  troubled 
with  their  loss.     Lo !  Crod  comes  closer  to  him  vet. 

As  yet  was  Hezekiah  childless  ;  how  much  better 
had  it  been  to  continue  so  still,  than  to  be  plagued 
in  his  issue !  He  shall  now  beget  children  to  servi- 
tude, bis  loins  shall  yield  pages  to  the  court  of 
Babylon  :  while  he  sees  them  uom  princes,  he  shall 
foresee  them  made  eunuchs  in  a  foreign  paJaca  What 
comfort  can  he  take  in  the  wishes  and  hopes  of 
sons,  when,  ere  they  be  bom,  he  hears  them  destined 
to  captivity  and  bondage  ? 

This  rod  was  smart,  yet  good  Hezekiah  kisses  it ; 
bis  heart  struck  him  no  less  than  the  mouth  of  the 
'  prophet ;  meekly  therefore  doth  he  yield  to  this 
divine  correction ;  "  Good  is  the  word  of  the  Lord 
which  thou  hast  spoken,"  Thou  hast  spoken  this 
word  but  from  the  Lord  ;  it  is  not  thine,  but  his  ;  and 
being  his,  it  must  needs  be,  like  himself,  good ;  good, 
because  it  is  just,  for  I  have  deserved  more,  and 
worse ;  good,  because  merciful,  for  I  suffer  not  ac- 
cording to  my  deserts.  "  Is  it  not  good,  if  there  be 
peace  and  truth  in  my  days  1"  I  nave  deserved  a 
present  payment,  0  God,  thou  deferrest  it ;  I  have 
deserved  it  in  person,  thou  reservest  it  for  those 
whom  I  cannot  yet  so  feel,  because  they  are  not ;  I 
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have  deserved  war  and  tumult,  thou  favourest  me 
with  peace ;  I  have  deserved  to  be  overrun  with 
Buperetitioa  and  idolatry,  thou  blessest  me  with  truth : 
shouldst  thou  continue  truth  unto  me,  though  upon 
the  most  unquiet  terms,  the  blessing  were  too  good 
for  me ;  but  now  thou  hast  promised,  and  will  not 
reverse  it,  that  both  truth  and  peace  shall  be  in  my 
days.     Lord,  I  adore  th^  justice,  I  bless  thy  menw. 

God's  children 'are  neither  waspish  nor  sullen  when 
they  are  chid  or  beaten,  but  patiently  hold  their 
backs  to  the  stripes  of  a  displeased  mercy ;  knowing 
how  much  more  God  is  to  be  magnified  for  what  he 
might  have  done,  than  repined  at  for  what  he  hath 
done ;  resigning  themselves  over  into  the  hand  of 
that  gracious  justice,  which  in  their  smart  seeks  their 
reformation  and  glory. 


CONTEMPLATION  XL 


At  last,  some  three  years  after  his  recovery,  Hezekiah 
hath  a  ;Son ;  but  such  a  one  as,  if  he  could  have  fore- 
seen, orbity  had  been  a  blessing. 

Still  in  the  throne  of  Judah  there  is  a  succession; 
and  interchange  of  good  and  evil  Good  Jotham  is 
succeeded  by  wicked  Ahaz ;  wicked  Ahaz  is  suc- 
ceeded by  good  Hezekiah ;  good  Hezekiah  is  suc- 
oeeded  by  wicked  Manasseh.  Evil  princes  succeed  to 
good,  for  the  exercise  of  the  church ;  and  good  succeed 
to  evil,  for  the  comfort  of  the  church. 

The  young  years  of  Manasseh  gave  advantage  to 
his  miscarriage ;  even  while  he  might  have  been 
under  the  ferule,  he  swayed  the  sceptre.  Whither* 
may  not  a  child  be  drawn,  especially  to  a  garish  and 
puppet-like  superstition  ?  as  mfancy  is  capable  of  aU 
impressions,  so  most  of  the  worst. 

Neither  did  Manasseh  begin  more  early  than  he 
held  out  long ;  he  reigned  more  years  than  his  good 
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&tber  lived,  notwithatan^ng  the  miracalons  s<)ditioa 
to  bis  age,  more  than  ever  any. king  of  Judab  besides 
could  reach.  Length  of  days  ia  no  trne  nrie  of  God's 
&vour ;  as  plants  last  longer  than  senntive  creattures, 
and  brute  creatures  outIiv«  the  reasonable,  so, 
amongst  the  reasonable,  it  is  no  news  for  tbe  wickedly 
great  to  inherit  these  earthly  gloriee  longer  than  ' 
the  best. 

There  wants  not  ai^>arent  reasmi  for  this  differ- 
ence. Good  princes  are  fetched  sway  to  a  better 
crown  ;  they  cannot  be  losers,  that  exchange  a  weak 
and  fading  honour  for  a  perfection  and  eternity  of 
blessedness.  Wicked  men  live  long  to  their  own  dia- 
advantage ;  th^  do  hut  canT  bo  many  more  brands 
to  their  hell.  li^  therefore,  there  be  a  just  man  that 
perisheth  in  bis  righteousness,  and  there  be  a  wicked 
man  that  prolongs  his  life  in  his  wickedness,  &r  be 
it  from  us  either  to  pity  tbe  removal  of  tbejust,  or 
to  envy  the  continuance  of  the  wicked.  This  con- 
tinues to  his  loss,  that  departs  to  a  happy  advance- 
ment. 

It  is  very  like  that  HezekiaJi  manyiDg  so  lat«,  in 
the  vigour  both  of  his  age  and  holiness,  made  a 
careful  choice  of  a  wife  suitable  to  hie  own  piety : 
neither  had  bis  delight  been  bo  mudi  in  her,  accord- 
ing to  her  name,  if  her  delight  had  not  been,  as  bis, 
in  God:  their  issue  swerves  from  both,  so  fiilly 
inheriting  the  vices  of  his  grand&.ther  Ahaz,  a»  if 
there  had  been  no  intervention  of  a  Hezekiah :  bo  we 
have  seen  the  kernel  of  a  well-fruited  plant  degene- 
rate into  that  crab  or  willow  which  gave  the  original 
to  his  stock  :  yet  can  I  not  say,  that  Hezekiah  was 
as  free  from  traducing  evil  to  his  son  Manasse^,  aa 
Ahaz  was  ftwe  from  traducing  good  to  bis  son  Heze- 
kiah. Evil  is  incorporated  in  the  best  nature,  whereas 
even  the  leaat  good  descends  from  above. 

We  may  not  measure  grace  by  means.  Was  it  pos- 
sible that  Manasseh,  having  been  trained  up'  in  the 
religious  court  of  his  &ther  Hezekiali,  under  the  eya 
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of  so  holy  prophets'  and  priests,  unileF  the  shadow  of 
the  temple  of  God,  after  a  childhood  seasoned  with 
so  gracious  precepts,  with  so  frequent  exercise  of 
deTOtion,  should  run  thus  wild  into  all  heathenish 
abominations,  as  if  there  had  been  nothing  but  idol- 
atry in  the  seed  of  his  conception,  in  the  milt  of  his 
nourishment,  in  the  rules  of  his  institution,  in  the 
praetice  of  his  examples  ?  How  vain  are  all  outward 
helps  without  the  influence  of  God's  Spirit,  and  that 
Spirit  that  breathes  where  he  Usteth !  Good  educa- 
tion raiseth  great  hope ;  but  the  proof  of  them  is  in 
the  divine  benediction. 

I  fear  to  look  at  the  outrages  of  this  wicked  son  of 
Hezekiah :  what  havoc  doth  he  make  in  the  church 
of  God  f  as  if  he  had  been  born  to  ruin  religion ;  as 
if  his  only  felicity  had  been  to  untwist,  or  tear  in  one 
day,  that  holy  web  which  his  father  had  been  weaving 
nine  and  twenty  years ;  and  contrarily  to  set  up  in 
one  hour  that  offensive  pile  which  bad  been  above 
three  hundred  years  in  pulling  down :  so  long  had 
the  high  places  stood.  Ths  zeal  of  Hezekiah,  in  de- 
nu^shmg  them,  honoured  him  above  all  his  predeces- 
sors ;  and  now  the  6rst  act  of  this  green  head  was 
their  re-edifying.  That  mischief  may  be  done  in  a 
day,  which  many  ^es  cannot  redress. 

Fearful  were  the  presages  of  these  bold  beginnings. 
Prom  the  mtsbuilding  of  these  chapels  of  the  hills  to 
the  tme  God,  M anasseh  proceeds  to  erecting  of  altars 
to  a  false,  even  to  Baal,  the  god  of  Ahab,  the  stale 
idol  of  the  heathen :  yet  further,  not  content  with  so 
fev  deities,  he  worships  all  the  host  of  heaven,  and, 
that  he  might  despite  God  yet  more,  he  sets  up  altars 
to  these  abused  rivals  of  their  Maker,  in  the  very 
house  of  the  Lord ;  that  holy  place  doth  be  not  fear 
to  defile  with  the  graven  image  of  the  grove  that  he 
had  made.  Never  Anrorite  did  m  wickedly  as  Ma- 
nasseh  ;  and,  which  was  yet  worse,  it  sufficed  not  to 
be  thiis  wicked  himself,  but  he  seduced  God's  people 
to  these  abominatwHia :  and,  that  his  example  might 
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move  tbe  more,  be  spares  not  hh  own  son  from  the 
fire  of  the  idol-sacrifice.  Neither  were  his  witoheries 
less  enormous  than  his  idolatry ;  he  observed  times, 
he  used  enchantments,  he  dealt  with  familiar  spirits, 
and  with  wizards :  neither  were  either  of  these  worse 
than  his  cruelty.  He  shed  innocent  blood  till  be  bad' 
filled  Jerusalem  from  one  end  to  another. 

0  Manasseh,  how  no  less  cruel  wert  thou  to  thine 
own  soul,  than  to  thy  Judah !  What  a  hideous  lift 
of  monstrous  impiety  is  here  ;  any  one  of  which  were 
enough  to  draw  Judgment  upon  a  world!  but  what 
bell  is  sufficient  for  all  together! 

What  brows  are  not  now  lifted  up  to  an  attentive 
expectation  of  some  present  and  fearful  vengeance 
from  God,  upon  such  flagitious  wickedness  ?  "  There- 
fore, thus  saith  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  am  bringing  such 
evil  upon  Jerusalem  and  Judah,  that  whosoever  bear- 
eth  of  it,  both  his  ears  shall  tingle."  Tbe  person  of 
Uanasseb  is  not  capable  of  revenge  enough ;  as  hia 
sin  dilated  itself  by  an  infectious  ditfusion  to  his 
people,  so  shall  the  punishment.  We  are  sensible  of 
the  least  touch  of  our  own  miseries,  how  rarely  are 
we  afTected  with  other  men's  calamities !  yet  this  evil 
shall  be  such,  as  that  the  rumour  of  it  shall  beat  no 
ear,  that  shall  not  glow  with  an  astonishing  commise- 
ration :  what  then,  0  God,  what  shall  the  plague  be 
which  thou  threatenest  with  so  much  preface  of  hor- 
ror ?  "I  will  stretch  over  Jerusalem  the  line  of 
Samaria,  and  the  plummet  of  tbe  house  of  Ahab ; 
and  I  will  wipe  Jerusalem,  as  a  man  wipeth  a  dish, 
wiping  it  and  turning  it  upside  down :  and  I  will 
forsake  the  remnant  of  mine  inheritance ;  and  I  will 
deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  their  enemies,  and 
they  shall  become  a  pre;  and  a  spoil  unto  all  their 


It  is  enough,  0  God,  it  is  enough.  What  ear  can 
but  tingle,  what  eye  can  but  weep,  what  hair  can  but 
start  up,  what  heart  can  be  but  confounded,  at  the 
mention  of  so  dreadful  a  revenge  ?     Can  there  be  a 
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worse  judgment  than  desolation,  captivity,  desertion, 
spoil,  and  torture  of  prevailing  enemies  ?  "But  how- 
ever other  cities  and  nations  have  undergone  these 
disasters,  without  wonder,  that  all  this  should  befal 
to  thy  Jerusalem,  the  place  which  thou  hast  chosen 
to  thyself,  out  of  the  whole  earth,  the  lot  of  thine  in- 
heritance, the  seat  of  thine  abode,  whereof  thou  hast 
said,  "  Here  shall  be  my  rest  for  ever,"  it  is  able  to 
amaze  all  eyes,  all  ears. 

No  city  could  fare  worse  than  Samaria,  whose  in- 
habitants, after  a  wofiil  siege,  were  driven,  like  cattle, 
into  a  wretched  servitude  :  Jerusalem  shall  fare  no 
better  from  Nebuchadnezzar  the  king  of  Babylon. 
Jerusalem,  the  glory  of  the  earth,  the  darling  of 
heaven.  See,  0  ye  vain  men,  that  boast  of  the  privi- 
leges of  chairs  and  churches,  see  and  tremble.  There 
is  no  place  under  heaven,  to  which  the  presence  of 
God  is  so  wedded,  as  that  the  sins  thereof  shall  not 
procure  a  disdainful  and  final  divorce :  the  height 
of  former  favours  shall  he  but  an  aggravation  of 
vengeance. 

^is  total  vastation  of  Jerusalem  shall  take  time. 
Onwards,  God  begins  with  the  person  of  wicked 
Manasseh,  against  whom  he  stirs  up  the  captains  of 
the  host  of  the  late  friend  and  old  enemy  of  Judah. 
Those  thorns,  amongst  which  he  had  shrouded  his 
guilty  head,  cannot  shelter  him  from  their  violence ; 
they  take  him  and  bind  him  with  fetters  of  iron,  and 
carry  him  to  Babylon ;  there  he  lies,  loaded  with 
chains  in  an  uncomfortable  dungeon,  exercised  with 
■variety  of  tortures,  fed  with  such  coarse  pittances  of 
bread,  and  sips  of  water,  as  might  maintain  an  un- 
willing life  to  the  punishment  of  the  owner  What 
eye  can  now  pity  the  deepest  miseries  of  Manasseh  ? 
What  but  bondage  can  befit  him,  that  hath  so  law- 
lessly abused  his  liberty  ?  wliat  but  an  utter  abdica- 
tion can  befit  him  that  hath  cast  off  his  God,  and 
doated  upon  devils  1  what  but  a  dying  life,  and  a 
tormenting  death,  can  be  fit  for  a  man  of  blood  ? 
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Wlio  now  would  not ,  bare  given  tbie  man  for  lost, 
and  have  looked  when  bell  sbould  claim  her  own  ? 
But,  ob  tbo  beight,  oh  the  depth  of  divine  mercy ! 
After  all  these  prodigies  of  ain,  Manasseh  lb  a  con- 
vert ;  "  When  he  was  in  affliction,  be  besought  the 
Lord  his  God ;  and  humbled  himself  greatly  before 
the  Qod  of  his  fathers."  How  true  is  that  w(»d  oC 
the  prophet,  "  Vexation  gives  understanding."  Ths 
viper  when  be  is  lashed,  casts  up  his  poison.  The 
traitor  when  be  is  racked,  tells  that  truth  which  he 
bad  else  never  uttered.  If  the  cross  bears  us  not  to 
heaven,  nothing  can.  What  use  were  there  of  tb« 
grain,  but  for  tne  edge  of  the  sichle  wherewith  it  is 
cut  down,  the  stroke  of  the  flail  wherewith  it  is 
beaten,  the  weight  and  attriti(m  of  the  mill  where- 
with it  is  crushed,  the  fire  of  the  oven  wherewith  it 
is  baked  ?  Say  now  Manasseh,  with  that  grand&ther 
of  thine,  who  was,  till  now,  too  good  for  thee,  "  It 
was  good  for  me  that  I  was  afflicted,"  Even  thine 
iron  was  more  precious  to  thee  than  thj  gold ;  thy 
gaol  was  a  more  happy  lodging  to  thee  than  thy 
palace ;  Babylon  was  a  better  school  to  thee  than 
Jerusalem.  What  foob  are  we  to  frown  upon  our 
afflictions !  Those,  bow  crabbed  soever,  are  our  beet 
friends.  They  are  not  indeed  for  our  pleasure,  they 
are  for  our  proifit,  their  issue  makes  them  worthy  of  a 
welcome.  What  do  we  care  how  bitter  that  potion 
be  which  brings  health ! 

How  far  a  man  may  go,  and  yet  turn !  Could  there 
be  fouler  sins  than  these  ?  lo !  here  was  idolatry  in 
the  height,  violation  of  God's  bouse,  sorceries  of  all 
kinds,  bloody  cruelty  to  his  own  flesh,  to  the  saints  of 
God,  and  all  these  against  the  stream  of  a  religious 
institution,  of  the  zealous  counsels  of  God's  pro^ets, 
of  the  chocks  of  his  own  heart. 

Who  can  complain  that  the  way  of  heaven  is 
blocked  up  against  him,  when  be  sees  such  a  sinner 
enter  ?  Say  the  worst  against  thyself  0  thou  damor- 
ous  sotd  i  here  is  one  that  murdered  men,  defied  God, 
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vorahijmed  .devils,  and  yet  finds  the  way  to  repent- 
ance ;  if  thou  be  worse  than  he,  deny,  if  thou  canst, 
that  to  thyself  which  Gtod  hath  not  denied  to  thee, 
capacity  of  grace :  in  the  meantime  know,  that  it 
is  not  thy  ain,  but  thine  impenitence  that  hu«  heaven 
agaiuBt  thee. 

Presume  not  yet,  0  man,  whoBoever  thou  art,  of 
the  liberty  of  thy  conversion,  as  if  Uiou  couldst  run 
on  lawlesMT  in  a  coune  of  sinning,  tUl  thou  come  to 
the  brim  of  hell,  and  then  ooiddst  suddenly  stop,  and 
return  at  leisure.  The  m«rcy  of  Ckid  never  set  period 
to  a  wit&l  sinner ;  neither  yet  did  his  own  corrupt 
desires,  so  as,  when  he  is  g<me  the  furthest,  he  could 
yet  stay  himiBelf  from  another  step.  No  man  that 
truly  repente  is  refused ;  but  many  a  one  sins  so  long 
that  he  cannot  repent :  his  custom  of  wickedness  hath 
(^ured  his  heart,  and  made  it  flint  to  all  good  im- 
presaions.  There  were  Jeroboams,  and  Abijams,  and 
Ahabs,  and  Joashes,  and  Ahazea,  iu  these  sacred 
thrones ;  there  was  but  one  Maokseeh.  God  hath 
not  left  in  any  man's  hand  the  reins  of  his  own  heart, 
to  pace  and  turn  and  stop  as  he  lists :  this  privile^ 
is  reserved  to  him  that  made  it.  "  It  is  not  of  him 
that  wills,  nor  of  him  that  runs,  but  of  God  that 
ahoweth  mercy ;"  and  that  mercy  neglected,  justly 
binds  over  to  judgment. 

I  wonder  not  at  Manasseh  either  sinning  or  repent- 
ing ;  I  wond^  at  thy  goodness,  0  Lord,  who,  after 
thy  jtist  pernuBaion  of  his  sin  callest  him  thus  gra- 
ciously to  repent,  and  so  receivest  him  repenting  ;  so 
as  Hanasseh  was  not  a  mcure  loathsome  and  monstrous 
spectacle  of  wickedness  than  he  is  now  a  pleasing  and 
nsefiil  pattern  of  eonvermon :  who  can  now  despair  of 
thy  mercy,  0  Ood,  that  sees  the  tears  of  a  Manasseh 
accepted  J  Wlien  we  have  debauched  our  worst,  our 
evil  cannot  match  with  thy  goodness  ;  rather  it  is 
the  praise  of  thy  infinite  store  tlu^  where  sin 
aboiuidB,  grace  abounds  much  more.  Oh  keep  us 
from  a  presumption  of  grace,  that  we  may  repent ; 
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and  raiae  us  from  a  distrust  of  grace  when  we  Lave 
repented. 

No  sooner  is  Manafiseh  penitent  than  be  is  free  ; 
hiB  prayers  have  at  once  loosed  him  from  his  sins,  and 
from  bis  chains,  and  of  a  captive  have  made  bim  a 
king ;  and,  from  the  dungeon  of  Babylon,  have  re- 
stored him  to  the  palace  of  Jerusalem.  How  easy  is 
it  for  the  aarae  hand  that  wounds  to  cure !  What 
cannot  fervent  prayers  do,  either  for  our  rescuing 
frcm  evil,  or  for  our  investing  with  good  ? 

"  Then  Manasseh  knew  that  the  Lord  he  was  God ;" 
then,  and  not  before.  Could  his  younger  years  escape 
the  knowledge  of  God's  miraculous  deliverance  of 
Jerusalem  from  the  Assyrians  1  could  he  but  know 
the  slaughter  that  God's  angel  made,  in  one  night,  of 
a  hundred  fourscore  and  five  thousand  ?  could  be  but 
have  heard  the  just  revenge  upon  Sennacherib  ?  could 
he  be  ignorant  of  his  father's  supernatural  recovery  ? 
could  he  but  see  that  everlasting  monument  of  the 
noted  degrees  in  the  dial  of  Abaz  7  could  he  avoid 
tbe  sense  of  those  fifreen  years  which  were  super- 
added to  his  Other's  age  ?  what  one  of  these  proofe 
doth  not  evince  a  Deity  ?  yet,  till  his  own  smart  and 
cure,  Majiasseb  knew  not  that  the  Lord  was  God. 

Foolish  sinners  pay  dear  for  their  knowledge; 
neither  will  endure  to  be  taught,  good  cheap ;  so  w6 
have  seen  resty  horses  that  will  not  move  till  they 
bleed  with  the  spur ;  so  we  have  seen  dull  and  care- 
less children  that  will  learn  nothing  but  what  is  put 
into  them  with  the  rod. 

The  Almighty  will  be  sure  to  be  known  for  what 
he  is,  if  not  by  fair  means,  yet  by  foul.  If  our  pros- 
perity and  peace  and  sweet  experience  of  his  mercy 
can  win  us  to  acknowledge  him,  it  is  more  for  our 
ea,se ;  but  if  we  will  needs  be  taught  by  stripes,  it  is 
no  less  for  bis  glory. 

Manasseh  now  returns  another  man  to  Jerusalem, 
With  what  indignation  doth  he  look  upon  his  old 
follies !  and  now  all  the  amends  he  can  make  is  to 
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undo  what  he  did,  to  do  that  which  he  undid :  "  He 
took  away  the  strange  gods,  and  the  idol  out  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  ail  the  altars  that  he  had  built 
in  the  mount  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  in  Jeru- 
salem, and  cast  them  out  of  the  city."  True  repent- 
ance begins  to  decline  at  the  ablative,  destroying 
those  monuments  of  shame  which  former  error  bad 
reared.  The  thorns  must  first  be  stubbed  up  ere  the 
ground  can  be  capable  of  seed.  The  true  method 
of  grace  is  first,  "  Cease  to  do  evil,  then  leam  to  do 
good." 

In  vain  had  Manasaeh  professed  a  repentance,  if 
the  strange  gods  had  still  held  possession  of  Jerusalem, 
if  the  idol  had  still  harboured  in  God's  temple ;  if 
foreign  altars  had  still  smoked  upon  the  holy  moun- 
tain. Away  with  all  his  trash,  when  once  Manasseh 
comes  to  a  true  sense  of  piety. 

There  is  nothing  but  hypocriCT-  in  that  penitent, 
who,  after  all  vows  and  tears,  retams  his  old  abomina- . 
tions.  It  is  that  poor  peace  of  satisfaction  which  we 
can  give  to  the  divine  justice,  in  a  hearty  indignation, 
to  fling  down  that  cup  of  wickedness  wherewith  we 
have  been  bewitched,  and  to  trample  upon  the  sheards ; 
without  which,  confession  is  but  wind,  and  the  drops 
of  contrition  water. 

The  living  God  loves  to  dwell  clean  ;  he  will  not 
come  under  the  roof  of  idols,  nor  admit  idols  to  come 
under  his.  First,  therefore,  Manaaseh  casts  out  the 
strange  gods  and  idols,  and  altars,  and  then  "  he  re- 
pairs the  altar  of  the  Lord,  and  sacrifices  thereon  peace- 
offerings  and  thanks-offerings."  Not  till  he  had  pulled 
down,  might  he  build ;  and  when  he  had  pulled  down, 
he  must  build.  True  repentance  is  no  less  active  of 
good.  What  is  it  the  better,  if,  when  the  idolatrous 
altars  are  defaced,  the  true  God  hath  not  an  altar 
erected  to  his  name  ?  in  many  altars  was  superstition, 
in  no  altars  atheism. 

Neither  doth  penitent  Manasseh  build  God  a  new 
altar,  but  he  repairs  the  old,  which,  by  long  disuse, 
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lay  vaate,  and  was  mossy  and  mould^ed  with  age 
and  neglect 

God  lovea  well  his  own  institutions ;  neither  can  he 
abide  innovatious  so  much  as  in  the  out-eidee  of  hii 
service.  It  is  a  happj  work  to  vindicate  any  ocdi- 
nance  of  God  from  the  injuries  of  time,  and  to  restore 
it  to  the  original  glory. 

What  have  our  pious  governors  done  other  in  re- 
ligion ?  had  we  gone  about  to  lay  a  new  foundation, 
the  work  had  been  accumed ;  now  we  have  only  scraped 
off  some  superfluous  moss  that  vras  grown  upon  these 
holy  stones ;  we  have  cemented  some  broken  pieces, 
we  have  pointed  some  crazy  comers  with  wholesome 
mortar,  instead  of  base  clay  wherewith  it  was  disgrace* 
fully  patched  up.  The  altax  is  old ;  it  is  God's  altar; 
it  is  not  new,  not  ours :  if  we  have  laid  one  new  stons 
in  this  sacred  building,  let  it  fly  in  our  faoes,  and  beat 
out  our  eyea 
,  On  this  repaired  altar  doth  Maoaaseh  send  up  th» 
sacrifices  of  his  peace,  of  his  thankfulneee ;  and  doubt- 
less the  God  of  heaven  am^ls  a  sweet  savour  of  rest. 
No  periume  is  so  pleasing  to  God  as  that  which  is  cfut 
in  by  a  penitent  hand. 

It  had  not  served  the  turn  that  Mauasseh  had  ap> 
proached  alone  to  this  renewed  altar:  as  bis  lewd 
example  had  withdrawn  the  people  from  their  God, 
^o  now  "  he  commands  Judah  to  aoFve  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel :"  had  he  been  silent,  he  could  not  have  been 
unfollowed.  Every  act  of  greatness  is  peroeptive  ;  but 
now  that  religion  is  made  law,  what  Isnielite  will  not 
be  devout  ? 

The  true  God  hath  now  no  ctfflipetitor  in  Judah : 
all  the  idols  are  pulled  down,  the  high  places  will  not 
be  pulled  down ;  an  ill  guise  is  easily  taken  up,  it  is 
not  so  easily  left.  After  a  common  depravation  of 
religion,  it  is  hard  to  return  unto  the  first  purity :  as 
when  a  garment  is  deeply  soiled,  it  cannot,  without 
many  lavers,  recover  the  former  cleanness. 
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CONTEMPLATION  III. 
josiah's  befokhation. 
Ybt,  if  we  must  alter  from  ourselves,  it  is  better  to 
be  a  Manasseli  than  a  Joaeh :  J<msb  began  well,  aad 
ended  ill ;  Manasseh  began  ill,  and  ended  well  His 
^;e  varied  from  his  youth,  no  less  than  one  man's 
Cfmdition  can  vary  from  another's ;  his  posterity  auc- 
ceeded  in  both.  Amon,  his  son,  succeeded  in  the  sins 
of  Manaaseh's  youth ;  Josiah,  his  grandchild,  succeeded 
in  the  virtues  of  his  age :  what  a  vast  differ^ice  doth 
grace  make  in  the  same  age  I  Manaaseh  began  his 
reign  at  twelve  years,  Josiah  at  eight ;  Manaeseh  was 
rehgiously  bred  under  Hezekiah,  Josiah  was  mis- 
nurtured  under  Amon  ;  and  yet  Manaas^  runs  into 
absurd  idolatries,  Josiah  is  boly  and  devout.  The 
Spirit  of  Qod  breathes  freely ;  not  confining  itself  to 
times,  or  means. 

No  rules  can  bind  the  hands  of  tiie  Almighty.  It 
is  Em  ordinary  proof,  too  true  a  word,  that  was  said  of 
old,  "  Woe  be  to  thee,  0  land,  whose  king  is  a  child." 
The  goodness  of(}od  makes  his  own  exceptions:  Judah 
sever  bred  better  than  in  the  green  yeara  of  a  Josiah  ; 
if  we  may  not  rather  measure  youth  and  age  by  go- 
vernment and  disposition,  than  by  years ;  surely  thus 
Josiah  was  older  with  smooth  cheeks  than  Manasseh 
with  grey  hairsL  Happy  is  the  infancy  of  princes  when 
it  falls  into  the  hands  of  faithful  counsellors! 

A  good  pattern  is  no  small  help  for  young  beginners. 
Josiah  sets  his  father  David  b^ore  him,  not  Amon, 
not  Han&aseh.  Examples  Eure  the  best  rules  for  the 
inexperienced ;  where  their  choice  is  good,  the  direc- 
tions are  easiest  The  laws  of  Qod  are  tjie  ways  of 
David :  those  laws  ware  the  rule,  these  ways  were  the 
practicft  Good  Joaiah  walks  in  all  the  ways  of  his 
father  David. 

JSven  the  minoiity  of  Josiah  was  not  idle :  we  can- 
not be  good  too  early.    At  eight  years  it  was  enough 
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to  have  his  ear  open  to  hear  good  couiiael,  to  have  his 
eyes  aod  heart,  open  to  seek  after  Grod ;  at  twelve,  he 
begins  to  act,  and  shows  well  that  he  hath  found  the 
God  he  sought.  Then  he  addresses  himself  to  purge 
Judah  and  Jenisalem,  from  the  high  places,  graves, 
images,  altars,  wherewith  it  was  defiled ;  burning  the 
bones  of  the  idolatrous  priests  upon  their  altars ; 
strewing  the  ashes  of  the  idols  upon  the  graves  of  them 
that  had  sacrificed  to  them,  striving,  by  those  fires, 
and  mattocks,  to  testify  his  zealous  detestation  of  all 
idolatry. 

The  house  must  be  first  cleansed  ere  it  can  be  gar- 
nished ;  no  man  wiU  cast  away  his  cost  upon  unclean 
heaps.  So  sooD  as  the  temple  was  purged,  Josiah 
bends  his  thoughts  upon  the  repairing  and  beautifying 
of  this  house  of  the  Lord. 

What  stir  was  there  in  Judah,  wherein  Grod's  temple 
suffered  not!  Six  several  times  was  it  pillaged,  whether 
out  of  force,  or  wUL  First,  Jehoash,  king  of  Judah, 
is  fain,  by  the  spoil  of  it,  to  stop  the  mouth  of  Hazael  - 
then  Joash,  king  of  Israel,  fills  his  own  hands  with 
that  sacred  spoil,  in  the  days  of  Amaziah ;  after  this, 
Ahaz  rifles  it  for  Tiglath-pileacr,  king  of  Assyria ;  then 
Hezekiah  is  -forced  to  ransack  the  treasures  of  it  for 
Sennaoherib :  yet,  after,  the  sacrilege  of  Manasseh 
makes  that  booty  of  it,  which  his  later  times  endea^ 
voured  to  restore !  and  now,  lastly,  Amon,  his  son, 
neglects  the  frame,  embezzles  the  furniture  of  this 
holy  place :  the  veiy  pile  began  to  complain  of  age 
and  unrespect.  Now  comes  good  Josiah,  and,  in  his 
eighteenth  year,  (when  other  young  gallants  would 
have  thought  of  nothing  but  pleasure  and  jolhty,) 
takes  up  the  latest  care  of  his  father  David,  and  gives 
order  for  the  repairing  of  the  temple. 

The  keepers  of  the  door  have  received  the  contri- 
bution of  all  &.ithful  Jews,  for  this  pious  use.  The 
king  sends  Shaphau  the  scribe  to  Hilkiab  the  priest, 
to  sum  it  up,  and  to  deliver  it  unto  carpenters  and 
masons,  for  so  holy  a  work. 

cjiLz^j  J,  Google 
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How  well  doth  it  beseem  the  care  of  a  religions 
priace,  to  set  the  priests  and  scribes  in  hand  with  re- 
edifying  the  temple!  The  command  is  the  king's,  the 
charge  is  the  high  priest's,  the  execution  ia  the  wort- 
men's.  When  the  labourers  are  faithful  in  doing  the 
work,  and  the  high  priest  in  the  directing  it,  and  the 
kingin  enjoining  it,  God's  house  cannot  fail  of  a  happj 
perfection ;  but  when  any  of  these  slacken,  the  busi- 
ness must  needs  languish. 

How  God  blesses  the  devout  endeavours  of  his  ser- 
vants !  While  Hilkiah  was  diligently  surveying  the 
breaches,  and  reparation  of  the  temple,  he  lights  upon 
the  book  of  the  law.  The  authentic  and  original  book 
of  Qod's  law  was,  bv  a  special  charge,  appointed  to  be 
carefully  kept  within  a  safe  shrine,  in  the  sanctuary. 
In  the  depraved  times  of  idolatry,  some  faithful  priest, 
to  make  sure  work,  had  locked  it  &Bt  up,  in  some 
comer  of  the  temple,  irom  the  reach  of  all  hands,  of 
all  eyes,  as  knowing  how  impossible  it  was  that  divine 
monument  could  oflierwise  escape  the  fury  of  profane 
guiltiness.  Some  few  transcripts  there  were  doubtless, 
parcels  of  this  sacred  book  in  other  hands ;  neither 
doubt  I,  but,  as  Hilkiah  had  been  formerly  well  ac- 
quainted with  this  holy  volume,  now  of  a  long  time 
hid,  so  the  ears  of  good  Josiah  had  been  inured  to 
some  passages  thereof ;  but  the  whole  body  of  these 
awful  records,  since  the  late  night  of  idolatrous  con- 
ftiaion  and  persecution,  saw  no  light  till  now.  This 
precious  treasure  doth  Hilkiah  find,  while  he  digs  for 
the  temple.  Never  man  laboured  to  the  reparation  of 
God's  church,  but  he  met  with  a  blessing  more  than 
he  looked  for. 

Hilkiah  the  priest  and  Shaphan  the  scribe,  do  not 
engross  this  valuable  wealth  into  their  own  hands, 
nor  suppress  these  more  than  sacred  rolls  for  their  own 
advantage,  but  transmit  them  first  to  the  ears  of  the 
king,  then  by  him  to  the  people.  It  is  not  the  praise 
of  a  good  scribe  to  lay  up,  but  to  bring  forth  both  old 
and  new.     And  if  the  priest's  lips  shall  keep  know- 
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ledge,  they  Veep  it  to  impart,  not  to  amother :  "  The 
pec^le  sh&ll  se^  the  law  at  Ma  mouth ;  for  he  is  the 
jnesa&iget  of  the  Lord  of  hoste." 

So  soon  as  the  good  king  hears  the  words  of  the 
hook  of  the  law,  and,  in  special,  those  dreadful  threats 
«f  judgment  denounced  against  the  idolatries  of  his 
Judsh,  he  rends  hb  clothes,  to  show  his  heart  rent 
with  sorrow,  and  fearful  expectation  of  those  plagues ; 
and  washes  his  bosom  with  tears.  0  gracious  teudra- 
aeas  of  Jostah !  he  doth  hut  once  hear  the  law  read, 
and  is  thus  humbled ;  humbled  for  his  father's  sins, 
for  the  sins  of  his  people.  How  many  of  us,  after  a 
thousand  hamnoerings  of  the  menaces  of  God's  law, 
upon  our  guilty  bouIs,  continue  yet  insensible  of  our 
danger !  T^  very  reading  of  this  law  doth  thus  affect 
him,  the  preaching  of  it  stirs  not  us ;  the  sins  of  others 
struck  thus  deep  with  him,  our  own  are  slighted  by 
us.  A  soft  heart  is  the  beet  tempered  for  God.  So 
physicians  m%  wont  to  like  those  bodies  best,  which 
are  easiest  to  work  upon,  0  God,  make  our  clay 
wax,  and  our  wax  pliable  to  thy  hand,  so  shall  we 
he  sure  to  be  ftve  either  from  eon,  or  from  the  hurt 
of  sin. 

It  is  no  holy  swrow  that  sends  us  not  to  God.  Jostah 
is  not  moped  with  a  distractive  grief  or  an  astonishing 
fear,  hut  in  the  height  of  his  passion,  sends  five  choice 
messengers  to  Huldah  the  prophetess,  to  inquire  of 
the  Lord,  for  himself,  for  Judah.  It  is  a  happy  trouUe 
that  drives  us  to  this  refuge.  I  do  not  hear  any  of 
these  courtiers  reply  to  this  godly  motion  of  their 
young  king ;  "  Alas,  sir,  what  means  this  deep  per- 
plexity ?  What  needs  all  this  busy  inquisition  I  If 
your  bther  were  idolatrous,  what  is  that  to  you,  who 
have  abandoned  his  sins  t  If  your  people  were  once 
Molatrous,  what  is  that  to  you,  yea  to  them,  who  have 
expiated  these  crimes  by  their  repentance?  Have 
you  not  carefuUy  reformed  all  those  abuses  ?  Hath 
not  your  happy  reformation  made  an  abundant 
amende  for  the  wrongs  ?    Spare  your  tears,  and  save 
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the  labour  of  your  messeagers ;  all  is  well,  all  eball 
be  well ;  these  judgments  are  for  the  obBtinate ;  bad 
we  been  still  guilty,  theae  feara  bad  been  just :  were 
we  atill  in  danser,  what  had  we  gained  by  our  con- 
veraion?"  Katber,  as  glad  to  second  the  religious 
cares  of  tbeir  young  king,  they  feed  his  holy  anxie- 
ties with  a  just  aggravation  of  peril ;  and  by  tbeir 
good  counsel  whet  these  hia  zeaJoua  deairee  of  aapeedy 
reaolution.  That  state  cannot  but  be  happy,  whoae 
priests  and  peers  are  ready  as  to  suggest,  ao  to  cherish, 
and  execute  the  devout  projecta  of  their  aovereigna. 

The  grave  priest)  the  learned  acribe,  the  honourable 
eourtiers,  do  not  diadatn  to  knock  at  tbe  door  of  a 

ahetesa :  neither  doth  any  of  them  say.  It  were 
if  we  should  not  have  aa  much  acquaintance  with 
God,  ae  a  woman ;  hoi  in  an  humble  acknowledgment 
of  her  graces,  they  come  to  learn  the  will  of  God  from 
her  mouth.  True  piety  is  modeat,  and  stands  not 
upon  terms  of  reputation,  in  tbe  businessea  of  God, 
but  willingly  honours  bis  pfts  in  any  subject,  least 
of  all  in  itsel£ 

The  sex  is  not  more  noted  in  Huldah,  than  the 
condition.  As  she  was  a  woman,  so  a  wife,  the  wife 
of  Shallum.  Holy  ntatiimony  was  no  hindrance  to 
ber  divine  revelations ;  she  was  at  onee  a  prophetess 
in  her  college,  a  housewife  in  her  family.  It  waa  never 
the  practi.ce  of  God  to  confine  bis  graces  to  virginity. 
At  this  very  time  the  &mou8  prophet  Jeremiah 
flourished ;  some  years  had  be  already  spent  in  this 

Sublic  aerriee ;  why  was  not  be  rather  consulted  by 
osiah  ?  It  is  not  unlike,  that  some  prophetical  em- 
ployments called  him  away  at  this  time  from  Jeru- 
salem ;  his  presence  could  not  have  been  baulked. 
Purposely,  doubtless,  doth  God  ca^t  bis  message  upon 
tbe  point  of  that  absence,  that  he  might  honour  tbe 
weaker  vessel  with  his  divine  oracle,  and  exercise  the 
humility  of  ao  great  clients.  In  the  answers  of  God, 
it  is  not  to  be  regarded  who  apeaka,  but  from  whom. 
The  injury  redounds  to  God,  if  the  weakneases  of  the 
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person  cause  us  to  undervalue  the  autbority  of  the 
tunction ! 

As  Josiahandhis  messengers  do  not  deBpiseHuldah, 
because  she  was  a  woman,  so  HuHah  dotn  not  flatter 
Josiah,  because  a  ting ;  "  Go  tell  tbe  man  that  sent 
you,  Thus  aaitb  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  will  bring  evil 
upon  this  placa"  Lo,  he  that  was  as  God  to  his  sub- 
jects, is  hut  as  man  to  the  prophetess :  neither  is  the 
'  message  ever  the  sweeter,  because  it  is  required  by 
a  prince.  No  circumstance  may  vary  the  form  of 
divine  truth 

Evil  must  befal  Jerusalem  and  Judab,  yea,  all  the 
words  of  that  book  must  alight  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  both.  In  bow  bad  a  case  we  may  be,  and  yet 
think  ourselves  not  safe  only,  hut  happy !  These 
Jews  bad  forgotten  tbeir  old  revolts ;  and  now, 
having  framed  themselves  to  holy  courses,  promised 
themselves  nothing  but  peace,  when  the  prophetess 
foresees  and  forctels  their  approaching  ruin.  Even 
tbeir  old  score  must  be  paid,  after  the  opinion  of  a 
clear  agreement.  In  vain  shall  we  hope  to  quit  our 
arrearages  by  prorogation  This  prophetess  had  im- 
mediate visions  from  God,  yet  she  must  speak  out  of 
the  hook.  There  was  never  any  revelation  from  the 
Lord  that  crossed  his  writings :  his  hand  and  his 
tongue  agree  eternally.  If  that  book  have  cursed 
Judah,  she  may  not  absolve  it. 

Yet,  what  a  gracious  mixture  was  here  of  mercy 
with  severity  ;  severity  to  Judah,  mercy  to  Josiah  : 
Judah  shall  be  plagued,  and  shaU  become  a  desolation, 
and  a  curse.  Josiah  shall  be  quietly  housed  in  bis 
grave,  before  this  storm  fell  upon  Judah ;  his  eye 
shall  not  see  what  his  people  shall  feel.  It  is  enough 
that  the  expectation  of  these  evils  afflicts  him,  the 
sense  shall  not. 

Whence  is  this  indulgence  ?  "  Because  thine  heart 
was  tender,  and  thou  hast  humbled  thyself  before  the 
Lord."  How  happy  a  thing  it  is  to  be  a  reed  unto 
Ood's  judgments,  rather  than  an  Oak  ;  the  meek  and 
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gentle  reed  stoops,  and  therefore  stands;  the  oak 
stands  stiffly  out  against  the  strongest  gust,  and 
therefore  is  turned  up  hy  the  roots.  At  least,  let  us 
lament  those  sins  we  have  not  avoided  ;  and  mourn 
for  the  sins  of  others,  while  we  hate  our  own. 

He  that  found  himself  exempted  from  this  venge- 
ance, bj  his  repentance  ana  deep  humiliation, 
would  fain  find  the  same  way  for  the  deliverance  of 
his  people.  The  same  words  of  the  law,  therefore, 
that  had  wrought  upon  hia  heart,  are  by  him  caused 
to  he  publicly  read  in  the  ears  of  Judah  and  Jeru- 
salem. The  assembly  is  universal,  of  priests,  prophets, 
people  both  small  and  great ;  because  the  sin  was 
such,  the  danger  was  sudi ;  that  no  man  may  com- 
plain to  want  information,  the  law  of  God  sounds  in 
every  ear.  If  our  ear  be  shut  to  the  law,  the  sin  is 
ours ;  but  if  the  law  be  shut  to  our  ears,  the  sin  is  of 
our  governors.  Woe  be  to  them  that  hide  God's 
book  from  the  people,  as  they  would  do  ratsbane  from 
the  eyes  of  children .'  Ignorant  souls  cannot  perish 
without  their  murder.  There  is  no  fear  of  knowing 
too  much  ;  there  is  too  much  fear  of  practising  too 
little.  Now,  if  the  people  do  not  imitate  their  king 
in  relenting,  they  are  not  worthy  to  partake  with 
him  in  his  impunity.  Howsoever,  they  shall  not 
want  a  great  example,  as  of  sorrow  so  of  amendment. 
Gtiod  Josiah  stands  by  the  pillar,  and  solemnly  renews 
his  covenant  with  his  God ;  the  people  cannot  for 
shame  refuse  to  second  him  :  even  they  that  looked 
for  a  destruction,  yet  do  not  withdraw  their  ohedienoe, 
God's  children  may  not  be  sullen  under  his  corrections, 
but,  whether  they  expect  or  feel  smart,  are  no  other 
than  dutiful  to  his  awiul  hand.  As  a  man  that  finds 
he  hath  done  something  that  might  endanger  the 
forfeit  of  his  favour,  puts  himself  into  some  deserving 
action,  whereby  he  may  hope  to  re-endear  himself,  so 
doth  Josiah  here.  No  endeavour  is  enough  to  testify 
his  zeal  to  that  name  of  God  which  was  so  profaned 
hy  his  people's  idolatry  ;  whatever  monuments  were 
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vet  remiiiniDg  of  wicked  Paganism,  he  defaces  with 
uidignation :  be  bums  the  vesaelB  of  Baal,  and  puts 
down  his  Ohemajim,  destroys  the  houses  of  the 
Sodomites,  strewe  the  powder  of  their  idols  in  the 
brook  Kedron,  defiles  TojAeth,  takes  away  the  horses 
of  the  sua,  buniE  the  ehariots  of  the  sun  with  fire,  and 
omits  nothing  that  might  reconcile  God,  clear  Jud&h, 
perfect  a  reformaticm. 

Neither  is  this  care  ccHifined  to  Jerusalem,  and  the 
neighbouring  towns,  but  stretches  itself  to  the  utmost 
coasts  of  Josiah's  kingdom ;  Bd;hel  was  the  in&mons 
Beat  of  the  pollution  of  Israel :  it  seems  the  heirs  of 
Jeroboam,  who  set  up  his  golden  calf  there,  enjoyed 
it  not  long  ;  the  kings  of  Judab  recovered  it  to  their 
erown,  but  it  had  not  yet  recovered  itself  from  that 
ancient  infection.  Thither  doth  good  Josiah  send 
the  imhallowed  ashes  of  Baal's  rehcs,  to  stain  that 
altar  first,  which  he  will  soon  after  defa«e. 

The  time  was,  and  it  was  no  less  than  three  hundred 
and  fifly  years  since,  that  the  man  of  God,  out  of 
Judab,  cned  against  Jeroboam's  altar. 

"  0  altar,  altar !  thus  aaith  the  Lord,  Behold  a 
child  shall  be  bom  unto  the  house  of  David,  Josiah 
by  name,  and  upon  thee  shall  he  ofTer  the  priestfi  of 
the  high  places,  that  bum  incense  upon  toee,  and 
men's  bones  shall  be  burnt  upon  thee.' 

And  now  is  the  hour  come,  wherein  every  of  those 
words  shall  be  accomplished!  It  could  not  but  be 
a  great  confirmation  to  Josiah  to  see,  that  God  so  long 
ago  fore-marked  him  for  his  own,  and  fore-named  him 
to  so  zealous  a  service. 

All  our  names  are  equally  foreknown  of  that  divine 
Providence,  though  not  fore-spoken ;  neither  can  any 
act  pass  from  us,  which  was  not  predetermined  in  th^ 
eternal  counsel  of  the  Almighty :  neither  can  any  act, 
that  is  predetermined,  be  unfulfilled  upon  earth.  In- 
tervention of  time  breaks  no  squares  in  the  diTine 
decrees :  our  purblind  eyes  see  nothing,  but  that 
which  toucheth  their  lids  ;  the  quick  sight  of  God's 
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in-esdence  sees  that  aa  pres^it,  which  is  a  world  off. 
According  to  the  prediction,  the  stesch  of  dead  men'g 
bones  is  a  tit  pemime  to  send  up  from  this  altar  to 
heaven,  whose  beat  sacrifices  savoured  worse  in  the 
nostrils  of  God :  and  the  blood  of  the  idolatrous 
sacrificers  was  a  meet  oblation  to  that  God,  who  had 
been  dishonoured  by  their  bumt-offerings  to  his  base 
corrivals. 

Even  that  prophet,  who  foretold  this,  had  his  tomb 
in  Bethel,  and  that  tomb  had  his  inscription ;  his 
weakness  might  not  rob  him  of  the  honour  of  his 
-sepulture,  flow  palpably  doth  these  Israelites  con- 
demn themselves,  while  they  reserve  so  &mou8  s 
monument  of  their  own  conviction  •  It  was  no  pre- 
judice to  this  holy  prophet,  that  his  bones  lay  amongst 
the  sepulchres  of  idolaters.  His  epitaph  preserved 
those  bones  from  burning  upon  that  altar,  which  he 
had  accursed ;  as  the  lion  might  not  tear  his  carcass 
when  he  died,  so  now  the  fury  -of  the  multitude  may 
Bot  violate  the  very  bones  in  his  grave. 

I  do  not  see  Josiah  save  them  for  relics ;  I  hear  him 
command  tbey  shall  rest  in  peace.  It  is  fit  the  dead 
bodies  of  God's  saints  should  oe  as  free  from  contempt, 
as  from  superstition. 

After  the  removal  of  these  rites  of  felse  worship,  it 
J8  time  to  bring  in  the  true.  Now  a  solemn  paesover 
shall  be  kept  unto  the  Lord,  by  the  charge  of  Josiah  ; 
that  book  of  the  law  sets  him  the  time,  place,  cir- 
inimstauces  of  this  sacrament ;  his  aeal  so  carefully 
follows  it,  that  since  the  days  of  Samuel,  this  feast 
was  ne^er  so  gloriously,  so  punctually  celebrated, 
Jerusalem  is  the  place,  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  first 
month  is  the  time,  the  Levites  are  the  actors,  a  year- 
ling and  spotless  lamb  is  the  provision ;  no  bone  of 
it  is  broken,  the  blood  is  sprinkled  upon  the  door- 
poata,  it  is  roasted  whole,  eaten  with  sour  herbs,  with 
Dread  unleavened  j  the  remainder  is  consumed  by  fire. 
The  law,  the  sacrifices,  had  been  in  vain,  if  the  jmss- 
over  had  been  neglected.    No  true  Israelite  might 
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■want  whether  this  monument  of  their  deliverance  past, 
or  this  type  of.  the  Messiah  to  come.  Rather  than 
feil,  Josiah's  bounty  shall  supply  to  Judah  Iambs  for 
their  paschal  devotion.  No  alms  is  so  acceptable,  as 
that  whereby  the  soul  is  furthered. 


CONTEMPLATION  XIIL 


JosiAH  hath  now  happily  settled  the  affairs,  both  of 
God  and  the  state  ;  and  hath  now  sweet  leisure  to 
enjoy  himself  and  his  people :  bis  conscience  doth 
not  more  cheer  him  at  home,  than  bis  subjects  abroad  ; 
never  king  reigned  with  more  officious  piety  to  God, 
with  more  love  and  applause  of  men.  But  what 
stahUity  is  there  in  these  earthly  things  ?  how  seldom 
is  excellency  in  any  kind  long-lived !  In  the  very 
strength  of  his  age,  in  the  heiglit  of  his  strength,  ia 
Josiah  withdrawn  from  the  earth  ;  as  not  without  a 
merciful  intention  of  bis  glory  on  God's  behalf,  so  not 
without  some  weakness  on  his  own.  Pharaoh  Necho, 
king  of  Egypt,  comes  up  to  fight  against  the  king  of 
Assyria.  What  is  that  to  Josiah  ?  Perhaps  the 
Egyptians  attempted  to  pass  through  the  land  of 
Judah,  towards  Carchemisn,  the  seat  of  his  war  >  but 
as  a  neighbour,  not  as  an  enemy  :  Josiah  resists  him, 
as  neither  holding  it  safe  to  admit  a  foreign  power 
into  the  bosom  of  his  country,  nor  daring  to  give  so 
fair  an  occasion  of  provoking  the  Assynan  hostility 
against  him. 

The  king  of  Egypt  mildly  deprecates  this  enmity ; 
he  sends  ambassadors  to  Josiah,  saying,  "  What  have 
I  to  do  with  thee,  thou  king  of  Judah  ?  I  come 
not  against  thee  this  day,  but  against  the  house 
wlierewitb  I  have  war ;  for  G«d  commanded  me  to 
make  haste  :  forbear  thee  from  meddling  with  God, 
who  is  with  me,  that  he  destroy  thee  not." 
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What  friend  could  have  said  more  ?  what  prophet 
could  have  advised  more  holily  ?  viij  doth  not  good 
Josiah  say  with  himself,  There  may  be  truth  in  this 
suggestion ;  God  may  have  sent  this  man  to  he  a 
scourge  of  mine  old  enemy  of  Ashur.  If  the  hand  of 
the  Almighty  be  in  this  design,  why  do  I  oppose  it ! 
the  quarrel  is  not  mine,  why  do  I  thrust  my  finger 
into  this  flame  unbidden  ?  wherefore  should  I  hazard 
the  effusion  of  blood  upon  a  harmless  pass^e  ?  Can  I 
hear  him  plead  a  command  from  God,  and  not  inquire 
into  it !  How  easy  is  it  for  me  to  know  the  certainty 
of  this  pretended  commission  ?  have  not  I  the  priests 
and  prophets  of  God  about  me  ?  let  me  hrst  go  and 
consult  his  oracle ;  if  God  have  sent  him,  and  for- 
bidden me,  why  should  my  coun^e  carry  me  against 
my  piety  ? 

It  is  strange,  that  the  good  heart  of  Josiah  could 
escape  these  thoughts,  these  resolutions  :  yet  he  that, 
upon  the  general  threats  of  Qod's  law  against  Judah, 
sends  messengers  to  inquire  of  a  prophetess,  now, 
upon  these  particular  threats  of  danger  to  himself, 
speaks  not,  stirs  not.  The  famous  prophet  Jeremiah 
was  then  living,  and  Zephaniah,  besides  a  whole 
college  of  seers :  Josiah  doth  not  so  much  as  send  out 
of  doors  to  ask,  "  Shall  I  go  up  against  the  king  of 
Egypt  ?"  Sometimes  both  grace  and  wit  are  asleep 
in  the  holiest  and  wariest  breast :  the  best  of  all  God's 
saints  may  be  sometimes  miscarried  by  their  passions 
to  their  cost. 

The  wise  providence  of  God  hath  mercifully  de- 
termined to  leave  Josiah  to  his  own  counsels,  that,  by 
the  weakness  of  his'servant,  he  might  take  occasion 
to  perfect  his  glory.  Even  that,  wherein  Josiah  was 
wanting  unto  God,  shall  concur  to  the  making  up  of 
God's  promise  to  Josiah :  when  we  are  the  most 
blindfolded,  we  run  on  the  ways  of  God's  hidden 
decrees :  and  whatever  our  intents  be,  cannot,  if  we 
would,  go  out  of  that  unknown  path. 
.    ^eeds  will  Josiah  put  himself  into  arms  against  aii 
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unwilling  enemj ;  and  to  be  lese  noted,  disguises  tmu- 
gelf.  The  fatal  airow  of  an  Egyptian  archer  finds  him 
out  in  the  throng,  and  gives  him  his  death's  wound  ; 
now,  too  late,  he  calls  to  a  retreat ;  his  changed  chariot 
is  turned  to  a  bier  to  cany  his  bleeding  corpse  to  his^ 
grave  in  Jerusalem. 

Tfhat  eye  doth  not  now  pity  and  lament  the  xm- 
timelyend  ofa  Josiah?  whcancanit  choose  but  afi^t, 
to  see  a  religious,  just,  virtuous  prince,  snatched  away 
in  the  vigour  of  his  age  ?  After  all  our  foolish  ipoan, 
the  providence  that  directed  that  shaft  to  his  lighting- 
place,  intends  that  wound  for  a  stroke  of  mercy.  The 
God  whom  Josiah  serves  looks  through  his  death  at 
his  glory ;  and,  by  this  sudden  violence,  will  deliver 
him  from  the  view  and  participation  of  the  miseries 
of  Judah,  which  had  been  many  deaths,  and  fetches 
Mm  to  the  participation  of  that  happiness,  which  could 
countervail  more  deaths  than  could  be  incident  to  a 
Josiah.  Oh  the  wonderful  goodness  of  the  Almighty, 
whose  very  judgments  are  merciful !  Oh  the  safe 
condition  of  God's  children,  whom  very  pain  easeth, 
whom  death  revives,  whom  dissolution  unites,  whom, 
lastb',  their  very  sin  and  temptation  glorifies ! 

How  happily  hath  Josiah  gained  by  this  change  ;■ 
Instead  of  a  froww^  people,  he  now  is  sorted  with 
saints  and  angels ;  instead  of  a  ^ing  and  corruptible 
erovra,  he  now  enjoys  an  eternal,  l^ie  orphan  sub- 
jects are  ready  to  weep  oat  their  eyes  for  sorrow ; 
their  loss  cannot  be  so  great  as  his  gain ;  he  is  glo- 
rious ;  they,  as  their  sins  had  deserved,  miserable.  If 
the  separated  soul  could  be  capable  of  passion,  couW 
Josiah  have  seen,  after  his  departure,  the  calamities 
of  his  sons,  of  his  people,  it  coidd  not  have  but  laid 
siege  to  his  peace. 

The  sad  aobjects  pxtclaim  his  son  Jehoahaz,  kb^, 
instead  of  so  lamented  a  father ;  he  both  doth  ill,  and! 
feres  ill.  By  that  time  he  hath  sat  but  three  months 
on  the  throne,  Phanioh  Necho,  king  of  Egypt,  seconds 
ihe  father's  death  with  the  son's  captivity.     This  vie- 
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torious  enemy  pots  down  tbe  wicked  son  of  Josiah, 
and  lades  him  witb  chains  at  Riblalii,  in  the  land  of 
Hamath ;  and  lades  his  people  with  a  tribute  of  a 
hundred  talents  of  silver,  and  a  talent  of  gold ;  yet, 
as  if  he  that  waa  unwilling  to  £ght  with  Josiah,  were 
BO  less  unwilling  to  root  out  his  posterity,  this  Egyp- 
tian sets  Eliaktm,  the  second  son  of  Jomb,  upon  the 
seat  of  his  ^her ;  and,  that  he  might  be  all  his, 
ehanges  his  name  to  Jehoiakim.  Oh,  the  woful  and 
unworthy  succession  of  Josiah !  one  son  is  a  prisoner, 
the  other  is  a  tributary ;  both  are  wicked.  After 
that  Jfliioiakim  hath  been  some  years  Pharaoh-'s 
bailifT,  to  gather  and  rack  the  dear  tents  of  Judah, 
Nebuchadnezzar,  the  great  king  of  Babylon,  comes  up, 
and  sweeps  away  both  the  lord  and  his  feodaiy,  Pha- 
raoh and  Jehoiakim. 

So  &r  was  the  tuubitions  Egyptian  from  maintaining 
his  encroachment  upon  the  territories  of  Judab,  that 
he  could  not  now  hold  his  own.  From  Nilus  to  Eu- 
phrates all  is  lost :  so  subject  are  the  lesser  powers 
still  to  be  swallowed  up  of  the  Q;reater :  so  just  is  it 
with  God,  that  they,  which  will  be  affecting  undue 
enlargement  of  their  estates,  should  fall  short  of  what 
they  had. 

Jehoiakim  is  carried  in  fetters  to  Babylon ;  and  now, 
in  that  dungeon  of  bia  captivity,  hath  more  leisure 
than  grace,  to  bethink  himself  of  all  bis  abominations ; 
md,  while  he  inherits  the  sad  lodging  of  his  great 
grandiather  Uanasseh,  inherits  not  his  success. 

While  he  is  rotting  in  this  gaol,  his  young  son  Je- 
hoiakim starts  up  in  bis  throne,  like  to  a  mushroom 
that  rises  up  in  a  night,  and  withers  in  a  day.  Within 
three  months  and  ten  days  is  that  young  prince,  the 
Boeet  son  of  such  a  father,  fetched  up  in  irons  fo 
his  fetber's  prison  ;  neither  ehafl  he  go  alone  (his  at- 
tendance shall  add  to  his  misery),  his  mother,  his 
wives,  hia  officers,  his  peers,  hb  craftsmen,  his  warriws 
accompany  him  manacled  and  chained,  to  their  per- 
petual bondage. 

cjiLzs-jj-Googlc 


408  josiah's  death,  with  the       [book  ix. 

Now,  according  to  Isaiah's  word,  it  would  have  been 
great  prefermeD^  for  the  iruit  of  Hezekiah's  loins  to 
be  p^es  in  the  court  of  Babylon. 

One  only  branch  yet  remains  of  the  unhappy  stock 
of  holy  Josiah,  Mattaniab,  the  brother  of  Jehoiakim, 
whom  Nebuchadnezzar,  changing  his  name  to  Zede- 
kiah,  sets  up  in  that  forlorn  and  tributary  throne ; 
there  might  he  have  lived,  though  an  underling,  yet 
peaceable :  this  man,  to  make  up  the  measure  of  God's 
just  judgments,  as  he  was  ever  a  rebel  to  Grod,  so 
proves  rebellious  to  his  sovereign  master  the  king  of 
Babylon.  The  prophet  Jeremiah  hath  forewarned  him 
in  vain :  nothing  could  teach  this  man  but  smart. 

Who  can  look  for  other  than  fiiry  from  Nebuchad- 
nezzar against  Jerusalem,  which  now  had  afilronted 
him  with  three  several  successions  of  revolts  and  con- 
spiracies against  his  government ;  and  thrice  abused 
his  bounty  and  indulgence !  with  a  mighty  army  doth 
be  therefore  come  up  against  his  seditious  deputy, 
and  besieges  Jerusalem,  and  blocks  it  up  with  forts 
rotmd  about.  After  two  years*  siege,  the  Chaldees 
without  and  the  &mine  within  have  prevailed ;  king 
Zedekiah  and  his  soldiers  are  fled  away  by  night,  as 
thinking  themselves  happy^,  if  they  might  abandon 
their  walls,  and  save  their  lives. 

The  Chaldees,  as  caring  more  for  tbe  birds  than  for 
the  nest,  pursue  them,  and  overtake  Zedekiah,  for- 
saken of  all  his  forces,  in  the  plain  of  Jericho,  and 
bring  him  to  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Babylon.  What 
can  so  unthankful  and  perfidious  a  vassal  expect,  but 
the  worst  of  revenge  ?  The  sentence  is  fearfiil :  firet, 
the  sons  of  Zedekiah  are  slain  before  his  eyes  ;  then 
those  eyes  of  his,  as  if  they  bad  seen  enough,  when 
they  had  seen  him  childless,  are  put  out.  His  eyes 
are  only  lent  him  so  long  as  to  torment  him  with  the 
sight  of  his  own  utmost  discomfort ;  had  his  sons  but 
over-lived  his  eyes,  the  grief  had  been  so  much  tbe 
less  as  the  apprehension  of  it  had  been  less  lively  and 
piercing ;   now  this  woftd  object  shall  shut  up  his 
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sight,  then  even  when  hia  bodily  eyes  are  gone,  yet 
the  eyes  of  his  mind  might  evtr  see  what  be  last  saw ; 
that  thus  hia  aons  might  be  ever  dying  before  him, 
and  himself  in  their  death  ever  miserable. 

Who  doth  not  now  wish  that  the  blood  of  Hezekiah 
and  Josiah  could  have  been  severed  &om  these  impure 
dregs  of  their  lewd  issue  ?  No  man  could  pity  the 
offenders,  were  it  not  for  the  mixture  of  the  interest 
of  so  holy  progenitors. 

No  more  sorrow  can  come  in  at  the  windows  of  Ze- 
dekiah,  more  shall  come  in  at  bis  doors ;  his  ears  shall 
receive  what  more  to  rue  for  his  Jerusalem.  Kehu- 
zaradan,  the  great  marshal  of  the  king  of  Babylon, 
comes  up  against  that  deplored  city,  and  breaks  down 
the  walls  of  it  round  about,  and  bums  the  temple  of 
the  Lord,  and  the  king's  house,  and  every  fair  palace 
of  Jerusalem,  with  fire  ;  drives  away  tbe  remainder 
of  her  inhabitants  into  captivity,  carries  away  the 
last  spoils  of  the  glorious  temple.  0  Jerusalem,  Jeru- 
salem, the  wonder  of  all  times,  the  paragon  of  nations, 
the  glory  of  the  earth,  the  favounte  of  heaven,  how 
art  thou  now  become  heaps  of  ashes,  hills  of  rubbish, 
a  spectacle  of  desolation,  a  monument  of  ruin  .'  If 
lat^,  yet  no  less  deep  hast  thou  now  pledged  that 
bitter  cup  of  God's  vengeancG,  to  thy  sister  Samaria ; 
how  carefully  had  thy  God  forewarned  thee !  Though 
Israel  play  the  harlot,  yet  let  not  Judah  sin :  lo  now, 
as  thine  iniquities,  so  thy  judgments  have  overtaken 
her  Both  ue  together  in  the  dust,  both  are  made  a 
ourse  to  all  posterities.  0  God,  what  place  shall  thy 
justice  spare,  if  Jerusalem  have  perished  ?  If  that 
delight  of  thine  were  cut  off  for  her  wickedness,  "Let 
not  us  be  high-minded,  but  fear." 

What  pity  it  was  to  see  those  goodly  cedars  of  the 
temple  flaming  up  higher  than  they  stood  in  Lebanon! 
To  see  those  curious  marbles  which  never  felt  the  dint 
of  the  pick-axe  or  hammer,  in  the  laying,  wounded 
with  mattocks,  and  wounding  the  earth  in  their  fall .' 
To  see  the  holy  of  holies,  whereinto  none  might  enter 
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but  the  Iiigh-priest  ohm  a  year,  thronged  with  Pagans ; 
the  vails  rent,  the  sacred  ark  of  God  violated  and  de- 
uced, the  tables  overturned,  the  altars  broken  down, 
the  pillars  demolished,  the  pavements  digged  up,  yea, 
the  very  ground  where  that  famous  pile  stood,  de- 
formed. 0  God,  thou  wouldst  rather  have  no  visible 
house  upon  earth,  than  endure  it  defiled  with  idolatries. 
Four  nundred  thirty  and  six  years  had  that  temple 
stood,  and  beautified  the  earth,  and  honoured  heaven, 
now  it  is  turned  into  rude  heaps.  There  is  no  prescrip- 
tion to  be  pleaded  for  the  favour  of  the  Almighty : 
only  that  temple  not  made  with  hands,  is  eternal  in 
the  heavens.  Thither  he  graciously  brings  us,  that 
hath  ordained  us  thither,  for  the  sake  of  that  glorious 
High-priest,  that  hath  once  for  all  entered  into  that 
holy  of  holies.    Amen. 


BOOK  XXL 


CONTEMPLATION  L 

ZEAUBBABBL  AND  EZRA. 

Tee  first  transportation  into  Babylon,  under  Jshoi- 
akim,  wherein  Daniel,  Ezekiel,  and  many  others  of 
the  best  note,  were  driven  into  captivity,  was,  some 
eleven  years  after,  followed  with  a  second  under  Ze- 
dekiah,  wherein  the  remnant  of  the  now  ruined  Jeru- 
salem and  Judah  were  swept  away.  Seventy  years 
was  the  period  of  their  longest  servitude ;  while  Ba- 
bylon was  &  queen,  Judah  was  her  vassal  When  that 
proud  tyranness  fell,  God's  people  began  to  rise  again. 
The  Babylonian  monarehy  was  no  socmer  swallowed 
up  of  the  Persian,  than  the  Jews  felt  the  comfort  of 
liberty. 
For  Cyrus,  conquering  Babylon  and  finding  the 
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Jews  groaning  under  that  cap^vity,  straight  releases 
them,  and  sends  them,  under  the  conduct  of  their 
captain  Zerubbabel,  back  to  their  almost  forgotten 
country. 

The  world  stands  upon  vicissitudes :  every  nation 
hath  her  turn,  and  must  make  up  her  measure.  Three- 
score and  ten  years  ago,  it  was  the  course  of  Judah, 
the  iniquity  of  that  rebellious  people  wslb  fiiU.  Some 
hundred  and  thirty  years  before  that,  was  the  turn  of 
Samaria,  and  her  Israelites :  now  the  staff  is  come  to 
the  doors  of  Babylon,  even  that  wherewith  Judah 
was  beaten  ;  and  those  Persians,  which  are  now  vic- 
torious, must  have  their  term  also.  It  is  in  vain  for 
any  earthly  state  to  promise  to  itself  an  immutable 
condition.  At  last,  the  rod  that  scourged  God's  chil- 
dren is  cast  into  the  fire.  "  Thou  hast  remembered, 
0  Lord,  the  children  of  Edom,  in  the  day  of  Jerusalem, 
how  they  said,  Down  with  it,  down  with  it,  even  to 
the  ground.  0  daughter  of  Babylon,  wasted  with 
misery,  how  happy  is  he  that  rewardeth  thee  as  thou 
hast  served  them !"  '  It  is  Cyrus  that  hath  wrought 
this  revenge,  this  rescue. 

Doubtless,  it  did  not  a  little  move  Cyrus  to  this 
favour,  that  he  found  himself  honourably  fore-named 
in  these  Jewish  prophecies,  and  fore-appointed  to  this 
glorious  service,  no  less  than  a  hundred  and  seventy 
years  before  hewas.  Whowouldnotbegladtomake 
good  so  noble  and  happy  a  destiny  ?  0  God,  if  we 
hear  that  thou  hast  ordained  us  to  life,  how  gladly, 
how  carefully  should  we  work  out  our  salvation !  if 
to  good  works,  how  should  we  abound ! 

In  the  first  year  of  his  monarchy,  doth  Cyrus  both 
make  proclamations,  and  publish  them  in  writing, 
through  all  his  kingdom,  herein  he  both  professeth 
his  zealous  resolutions,  and  desires  to  build  up  God's 
house  in  Jerusalem,  and  enjoins  and  encourages  all 
the  Jews  through  his  dominions,  to  address  themselves 
to  that  sacred  work  ;  and  incites  all  his  subjects  to 
aid  them  with  silver  and  gold,  and  goods,  and  beasts. 
t2 


412  ZBBDBBABBL   iHD   ESBA.  [bOOK  ZXL 

How  gra<nouB  was  the  jsommand  of  that  whereof  the 
ve^  ftllowaace  was  a  fevour ! 

Was  itOyruathat  did  this!  was  it  not  thou,  O  God, 
in  whose  hands  are  the  hearts  of  kings,  that  stirredst 
up  the  spirit  of  that  Persian,  as  if  he  had  been  more 
than  a  son  of  thy  church,  a  father  ?  How  ea^  is  it 
for  thee  to  make  very  Pagans  protectors  to  thy  church ; 
enemies,  benefactors  I 

Not  with  an  emptjr  grace  doth  this  great  king  dis- 
miss the  Jews,  but  with  a  royal  bounty ;  "  He  brings 
forth  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  which 
Nebuchadnezzar  had  brought  forth  out  of  Jerusalem, 
and  had  put  them  in  the  house  of  his  gods,  and  causes 
them  to  be  numbered  by  his  treasurer  to  the  hands 
of  Sheshbazzar  the  prince  of  Judah,  for  the  use  of  the 

nle ;  no  fewer  tban  five  thousand  and  four  hun- 
vessels  of  gold  and  silver." 
Certainly  this  great  monarch  wanted  not  wit  to 
think,  It  is  a  rich  booty  that  I  find  in  the  temples  of 
Babylon ;  by  the  law  of  conquest  it  is  mine ;  having 
vanquished  their  gods,  I  may  well  challenge  their 
spoil ;  how  seasonably  doth  it  now  fall  into  my  hands, 
upon  this  victory,  to  reward  my  soldiers,  to  settle  my 
new  empire !  what  if  this  treasure  came  from  Jeru- 
salem ?  the  propriety  is  now  altered,  the  very  place, 
according  to  the  conceit  of  the  Jews,  hath  pro&ned 
it.  The  true  God,  I  have  heard,  is  curious,  neither 
will  abide  those  vessels  which  have  been  polluted 
with  idolatrous  uses :  it  shall  be  enough,  if  I  loose 
the  bonds  of  this  miserable  people :  if  I  give  liberty, 
let  the  next  give  wealth.  They  will  think  themselves 
happy  in  bare  walls,  in  their  native  earth.  To  what 
purpose  should  I  pamper  their  penury  with  a  sudden 
store  ?  But  the  princely  heart  of  Cyrus  would  admit 
of  no  such  base  sacrilegious  thoughts.  Those  vessels 
that  he  finds  stamped  with  Qod's  mark,  he  will  return 
to  their  owner :  neither  his  own  occasions,  nor  their 
abuse,  shall  be  any  colour  of  their  detention.  O 
Cyrus,  how  many  close-handed,  gripple-minded  Chris- 
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tians  sliaU  once  be  choked  in  judgment,  with  the 
example  of  thy  just  munificence  ?  thou  restoredst 
that  which  we  purloin.  Woe  be  to  those  houses  that 
are  stored  with  the  spoils  of  Gkid's  temple !  woe  be  to 
those  Engers  that  are  tainted  with  holy  treasures ! 

Kings  can  hardly  do  good  alone,  their  laws  are  not 
more  followed  than  their  examples.  No  sooner  do 
the  chief  of  the  fathers  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  and 
the  priests  and  Levites,  set  their  &ces  towards  Jeni- 
aalem  for  the  building  of  the  temple,  than  the  hberal 
hands  of  their  Pagan  neighbours  furnish  them  with 
gold  and  silver  and  precious  things.  Every  Persian 
is  glad  to  be  at  the  charge  of  laying  a  stone  in  God's 
house.  The  same  God  that  had  given  them  these 
metals  out  of  the  cofiers  of  the  earth,  gives  it  out  of 
their  coffers  to  his  temple.  He  that  took  away  by 
the  Chaldees,  gives  by  the  Persians.  Where  the  Al- 
mighty intends  a  work,  there  cannot  be  any  want  of 
means. 

Thus  heartened,  thus  laded,  do  the  joyfol  families 
of  Judah  return  to  their  old  home.  How  many  thou- 
sands of  them  were  worn  out  and  lost  in  that  seventy 
years'  servitude  !  how  few  of  them  yet  survived  that 
could  know  the  place  of  their  birth  and  habitation, 
or  say.  Here  stood  the  temple,  here  the  palace ! 
Amongst  those  forty  and  two  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  threescore  Jews,  besides  servants  seven 
thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  that  re- 
turned in  this  £rst  expedition,  there  were  whom  the 
confusion  of  their  long  captivity  had  robbed  of  their 
pedigree  :  they  knew  themselves  Jews,  but  could  not 
derive  their  line  ;  these  were  yet  admitted  without 
difficulty :  but  tlioae  of  the  priestly  tribe,  which  could 
not  deduce  their  genealogy  from  the  register,  are 
cashiered  as  unclean :  then,  God  would  be  served  in 
a  blood :  now,  in  a  due  succession.  If  we  could  not 
fetch  the  line  of  our  pedigree  from  Christ  and  his 
apostles,  we  were  not  fit  for  the  evangelical  altars. 
Their  calling  was  by  nature,  ours  by  grace :  the  grace 
t3 
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of  inward  abilities,  of  outward  ordination :  if  we  can- 
not approve  both  these,  we  are  justly  abandoned : 
now  nad  the  children  of  Israel  taken  down  theii 
harps  from  the  willowa  which  grew  by  the  waters  of 
Babylon,  and  could,  unbidden,  sing  the  true  soogs  of 
their  recovered  Sion  :  they  are  newly  settled  in  their 
old  mansions,  when,  upon  the  first  public  feast,  in  the 
autumn  immediately  following  their  return,  they  flock 
up  to  Jerusalem :  their  first  care  is  their  public  sacri- 
fice :  that  school  of  their  captivity,  wherein  they  have 
been  long  trained,  hath  taught  them  to  begin  with 
(Jod.  A  forced  discontinuance  makes  devotion  more 
eavouiy,  more  sweet  to  reli^ous  hearts ;  whereas  in 
an  open  freedom,  piety  doth  too  often  lauguisK 

Joshua  the  priest,  and  Zerubbabel  the  prince,  are 
fitly  joined  in  the  building  of  the  altar :  neither  of 
their  hands  may  be  out  of  the  aacred  work.  Mo 
sooner  is  that  set  upon  the  bases,  thaa  it  is  employed 
to  the  daily  burnt-offerings :  the  altar  may  not  stay 
the  leisure  of  the  terapfo ;  God's  church  may  not 
want  her  oblations.  He  can  be  none  of  the  sons  of 
Israel,  that  doth  not  every  day  renew  his  acknow- 
led^ents  of  God. 

How  feelingly  do  these  Jews  keep  their  feast  of 
tabernacles,  while  their  sojourning  in  Babylon  was 
still  in  their  thoughts,  while  as  yet  their  tents  must 
supply  their  ruined  houses !  The  first  motions  of 
zeal  are  commonly  strong  and  fervent ;  how  carefully 
do  these  governors  and  priests  make  preparation  for 
God's  temple !  carpenters  and  masons  are  hired ; 
Tyrian  worsmen  are  again  called  for,  and  Iiebanon 
is  now  anew  solicited  for  cedar  trees.  The  materials 
are  ready ;  every  Israelite  with  such  course  ad- 
dresses himself  to  this  service,  as  if  his  life  lay  in 
those  stones :  and  now  while  the  foundation  of  the 
temple  was  laying,  the  priests  stand  in  their  habits, 
with  trumpets,  the  Levites  with  cymbals,  interchang- 
ing their  holy  music,  and  melodiously  singing  praises 
to  the  God  of  Israel,  who  bad  turned  their  captivity 
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as  the  streamB  in  the  south,  and  honoured  their  eyes 
and  their  hands  with  the  first -stones  of  his  house. 
The  people  second  their  songs  with  shouts ;  the  earth 
sounds,  and  heaven  rings  with  the  joyful  acclamations 
of  the  multitude.  It  is  no  small  comfort,  in  a  good 
action,  to  have  hegun  well.  The  entrance  of  any 
holy  enterprise  is  commonly  encountered  with  many 
discouragements,  which  if  we  have  once  overcome, 
the  passage  is  smooth. 

How  would  these  men  have  shouted  at  the  laying 
on  of  the  last  stone  of  the  battlements,  who  are  thus 
joyed  with  laying  the  first  stones  of  the  foundation  • 
The  end  of  anytning  is  better  than  the  beginning ; 
that  hath  certainty,  this  danger ;  this  labour,  that 
rest :  little  did  these  men  think,  that,  for  all  this, 
few  of  them  should  live  to  see  the  roof 

What  different  affections  shall  we  see  produced  in 
men  by  the  same  occasion !  the  Younger  Jews  shouted 
at  this  sight,  the  elder  wept :  the  younger  shouted  to 
see  a  new  foundation,  the  elder  wept  to  remember 
the  old :  they  who  had  seen  no  better,  thought  this 
goodly ;  they  who  had  seen  the  former,  thought  this 
mean  and  homely ;  more  sorrowing  for  what  they 
lost,  than  rejoicing  in  so  unequal  a  reparation. 

As  it  may  fell  out,  it  is  some  piece  of  misery  to 
have  been  happier ;  every  abatement  of  the  degrees 
of  our  former  height  lays  siege  to  our  thankfiuness 
for  lesser  mercies.  Sometimes  it  proves  an  advantage 
to  have  known  no  better ;  he  shall  more  comfortably 
enjoy  present  benefits,  who  takes  them  as  they  are, 
without  any  other  comparisons,  than  of  the  weakness 
of  his  own  deservings.  It  is  nothing  to  me  what 
myself  or  others  have  been,  so  I  be  now  well  Neither 
is  it  otherwise  in  particular  churches ;  if  one  be  more 
gloriously  built  than  another,  yet  if  the  foundation 
be  rightly  laid  in  both,  one  may  not  insult,  the  other 
may  not  repine ;  each  must  congratulate  the  truth  to 
other,  each  must  thankfully  enjoy  itself. 

The  noise  was  not  more  loud,  than  confused ;  here 
I  4 
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■was  a  discordant  mixture  of  lamentation  and  shout- 
ing; it  was  hard  to  say  whether  drowned  the  other. 

Tliia  assembly  of  Jews  was  a  true  image  of  God's 
Church  on  earth;  one  sings,  another  cries;  never 
doth  it  all  either  laugh  or  mourn  at  once.  It  shall 
be  in  our  triumph,  that  all  tears  shall  be  wiped  from 
our  eyes  ;  till  then,  our  passions  must  be  mixed,  ac- 
cording to  the  occasions. 

The  Jews  are  busy  at  work,  not  more  full  of  joy 
than  hopes  ;  and  now  that  the  walls  begin  to  over- 
look the  earth,  their  thoughts  seem  to  overlook  the 
walls.  But  what  great  enterprise  was  ever  set  on 
foot  for  God  which  found  not  some  crosses  ? 

There  was  a  mongrel  brood  of  Samarit-Assyrians, 
which  ever  since  the  days  of  Sennacherib,  dwelt  in 
the  land  of  Israel,  whose  religion  was  a  patched  coat 
of  several  shreds  ;  some  little  part  Jewish,  the  rest 
Pagan,  not  without  much  variety  of  idolatiy.  These 
hoflow  neighbours  proffer  their  assistance  to  the  chil- 
dren of  the  captivity ;  "  Let  us  build  with  you,  for 
we  seek  your  God  as  ye  do,  and  do  sacrifice  to  Mm," 
Might  men  be  their  own  judges,  there  would  be  no 
heresy  in  the  world,  no  mis-worship.  It  is  true,  these 
men  did  sacrifice  to  the  true  God  ;  the  lions  taught 
"them  to  seek,  and  the  Israelitish  priest  taught  them 
to  find,  the  feshions  of  the  God  of  the  land.  Some  of 
these  Jews  knew  their  devotion  of  old  ;  they  served 
Israel's  God,  but  with  their  own :  as  good  no  Gwi  as 
too  many.  In  a  just  indignation,  therefore,  do  these 
Jewish  governors  repel  the  partnership  of  such 
helpers :  "  You  have  nothing  to  do  with  us,  to  build 
an  house  to  our  Gfld ;  but  we  ourselves  together  will 
build  unto  the  Lord  God  of  Israel."  The  hand  of  an 
idolater  is  contagious  ;  yet  had  it  been  to  the  build- 
ing of  some  fortress,  or  common-hall,  perhaps  their 
aid  had  not  been  refused ;  but  when  the  walls  rf 
God's  house  are  to  be  raised,  this  society  had  been 
piacular. 

Those  that  may  not  be  allowed  to  help  the  work, 
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will  ask  QO  leave  to  hinder  it ;  their  malicious  sug- 
gestions weaken  the  hands  of  the  people  of  Judfm, 
and  stir  up  authority  to  suppress  them. 

Cyrus  was  far  off,  neither  lived  he  long  after  that 
gracious  commission,  and,  besides,  was  so  taken  up 
the  while  with  his  wars,  that  he  could  not  have  leisure 
to  sift  these  querulous  accusationa  ^aw  therefore, 
during  the  last  years  of  Cyrua,  and  the  reign  of  his 
son  Cambyses,  and  the  long  government  of  Darius 
Hystaspides,  and  of  his  son  Xerxes,  or  Ahasuerus, 
and  lastly  of  his  sod  Artazerzes  until  the  days  of 
Darius  Nothus,  (which  was  no  less  than  five  succes- 
sions of  kings,  besides  Cyrus,)  do  the  walls  of  the 
temple  stand  still,  yea  lie  waste,  subject  to  the  wrongs 
of  time  and  weather,  the  fit  matter  of  sorrow  to  the 
Jews,  insultation  to  the  enemies,  derision  to  pa^en- 
gers. 

What  a  wide  gap  of  time  was  here,  betwixt  the 
foundation  of  God's  house  and  the  battlements !  how 
lat^  a  trial  doth  Ood  now  secondly  take  of  the  &ith, 
of  the  patience  of  his  people  !  how  large  a  proof  doth 
he  give  of  his  own  long-suffering !  0  God,  when  thou 
hadst  but  one  house  upon  earth,  thou  wert  content  to 
put  up  delays,  yeaaf^nts,  in  the  building  of  it :  now 
thou  hast  many,  it  is  no  marvel  if  thy  longanimity' 
and  justice  abide  some  of  them  to  lie  desolate !  They 
are  not  stones,  or  metals,  or  men,  that  can  make  thee 
more  glorious ;  thou  best  knowest  when  to  serve  thy- 
self of  all  these,  when  to  honour  these  with  thy  service. 

A  small  matter  hinders  the  worthiest  action  ;  as  a 
little  fish,  they  say,  stays  the  greatest  ship.  Before 
the  Jews  were  discouraged  with  words,  but  now  they 
are  stopped  by  commands. 

These  envious  Samaritans  have  corrupted  the  go- 
vernors which  the  Persian  kings  set  over  those  parts, 
and  irom  their  hands  have  obtained  letters  of  deep 
calumniation,  to  Ahasuerus  the  king,  and  after  him 
to  his  son  Artazerzes,  wherein  Jerusalem  is  charged 
with  old  rebellion  to  kings,  and  for  proof  appellation 
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is  made  to  the  records :  jrom  which  evidence  is  spite- 
fully inferred,  that  if  these  walls  be  once  built,  the 
king  shall  receive  no  tribute  on  this  side  the  river. 
Never  was  (rod's  church  but  subject  to  reproaches. 

Princes  have  reason  to  be  jealous  of  meir  right& 
The  records  are  searched  ;  it  soon  appears,  that,  with- 
in one  century  of  years,  Jerusalem  had  rebelled  a^inst 
Nebuchadnezzar,  and  held  out  two  years'  siege  of  that 
great  Babylonian.  The  scandal  of  disloyalty  is  per- 
petual :  although  indeed  they  held  him  rather  a 
prevailing  enemy,  than  a  lawful  sovereign ;  one  act 
disparages  either  place  or  person,  to  all  posterities. 
Therefore  shall  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  lie  waste,  be- 
cause it  had  once  been  treacherous:  after  a  hundred 
years  doth  that  city  rue  one  perfidious  act  of  Zede- 
kiah.  Fidelity  to  our  governors  is  ever  both  safe  and 
honourable. 

Command  is  now  sent  out  from  Artaxerxes,  (sur- 
named  Long-hand,)  even  the  son  of  queen  Esther,  to 
restrain  the  work.  All  respects  must  cease  with  car- 
nal minds,  when  their  honours  and  profits  are  in 
question.  S«bum  the  chancellor,  and  Shimahai  the 
scribe,  come  now  armed  with  authority:  the  sword 
hath  easily  prevailed  against  the  troweL  Still  do  the 
Jews  find  themselves  as  it  were  captives  at  home : 
and  in  silence,  and  sorrow,  cease  from  thrar  labours, 
until  the  days  of  the  next  successor,  Darius  Nothua. 

As  those  that  had  learned  to  sow  after  a  had  crop, 
these  Jews,  upon  the  change  of  the  prince,  by  the 
encoun^ement  of  the  prophets  of  God,  Haggai  and 
ZechariaJi,  take  new  heart  to  build  again.  If  others' 
power  hinders  us  in  the  work  of  God,  our  will  may  not 
be  guilty. 

Their  new  governors  come,  as  before,  to  expostulate : 
"  Who  bath  commanded  you  to  build  this  house,  and 
to  make  up  this  wall  ?  and  what  are  your  names  ?" 
They  wisely  and  modestly  plead  the  service  of  the 
God  of  heaven,  the  decree  of  Cyrus :  still  persisting 
to  build,  as  if  the  prohibition  of  Artaxerxes  had  dira 
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with  the  author.  The  impartial  governors  do  neither 
claw  Dor  exasperate,  but  relating  the  humble  and  just 
answer  of  the  Jews,  move  the  king,  that  search  may 
he  made  in  the  rolls  of  Babylon,  whether  such  au 
edict  were  made  by  Cyrus,  and  require  his  royal 
pleasure,  conoeming  the  validity  of  such  a  pretended 
decree.  Darius  searches,  finds,  ratifies,  enkj^eth  it, 
not  only  charging  his  officers  not  to  hinder  the  work, 
but  comman£ng  to  levy  sums  of  his  own  tribute, 
beyond  the  river,  for  the  expenses  of  the  building,  for 
the  furnishing  of  sacrifices,  threatening  utter  mm  to 
the  house  of  that  man,  and  death  to  his  person,  who 
should  offer  to  impeach  this  bounty ;  and  shutting  up 
with  a  zealous  imprecation,  "  The  God  of  heaven,  that 
hath  caused  his  name  to  dwell  there,  destroy  all  kings 
and  people  that  shall  put  to  their  hand  to  alter,  and 
to  destroy  this  house  of  God  which  is  at  Jerusalem  : 
I  Darius  have  made  a  decree,  let  it  be  done  with 
speed," 

Who  could  have  looked  for  such  an  edict  from  a 
Persian  1  No  Solomon,  no  David  could  have  said  more. 

The  Ruler  of  all  hearts  makes  choice  of  his  own 
instruments,  and  when  be  pleaseth,  can  glorify  him- 
self by  those  means  which  are  least  expected.  That 
sacred  work,  which  the  husband  and  son  of  an  Esther 
crossed,  shall  be  happily  accomplished  by  a  Darius. 
In  the  sixth  year  of  his  reign  is  the  temple  of  God 
fully  finished  ;  and  now  the  dedication  of  it  is  cele- 
brated by  a  joyftil  feast :  a  hundred  bullocks,  two 
hiindred  rams,  four  hundred  lambs,  in  a  meet  pro- 
portion, smoke  upon  their  altars.  And  now  the 
children  of  the  captivity  think  this  day  a  sufficient 
parent  for  all  tneir  sorrows  ;  we  have  reason  to 
think  it  the  &irest  day  that  ever  shone  forth  to  us, 
wherein  the  spiritual  building  of  God's  house  is  raised 
up  in  our  souls.  How  should  we  shout  at  the  laying 
pf  this  foundation,  and  feast  at  the  laying  on  of  the 
roof!  What  other,  what  better  sacrifice  can  we  offer 
up  to  God  in  the  sense  of  our  joy,  than  ourselves  ? 
T  6 
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Let  our  hearts  be  at  once  the  temple,  the  altar,  the 
sacrifice.  0  God,  be  thou  glorified  in  all  these,  who 
hast  graciously  honoured  all  these  with  thyself 

Every  holy  feast  is  now  duly  kept,  the  priests  know 
their  divisicms,  the  Levitos  their  courses,  and  the  whole 
Bervice  of  God  is  put  iuto  a  settled  order ;  but  as  there 
can  be  no  new  beginnings  without  imperfection,  nor 
long  continuance  without  corruption,  reformation  is 
no  less  necessary  than  good  institutiona  Artazerxes 
Mnemon  (the  mindful)  bath  learned  of  his  &ther 
Darius  to  befriend  God's  people,  and  strives  to  inherit 
his  beneficence :  under  his  goTomment  is  Ezra,  the 
priest  and  learned  scribe,  sent  with  a  large  commission 
from  Babylon  to  Jerusalem,  to  inquire  into  the  wants, 
and  redress  the  disorders  of  the  Jews,  with  full  power, 
not  only  to  cany  with  him  all  the  voluntaries  of  his 
nation,  and  the  treasures  contributed  in  all  the  pro- 
vince of  Babylon,  but  to  raise  such  sums  out  of  the 
king's  revenues,  as  should  be  found  requisite  ;  and, 
withal,  to  ordain  magistrates  andjudges,  and  to  crown 
the  laws  with  due  execution,  whether  to  death,  or 
banishment,  or  confiscations ;  and,  lastly,  with  a  large 
exemption  of  the  priests  and  Levites,  and  all  the  in- 
ferior officers  of  the  temple,  from  all  tolls,  tributes, 
customs.  Nothing  wanted  here,  whether  for  direction 
or  encouragement.  It  is  a  sign  of  God's  great  favour 
to  any  nation,  when  the  hearts  of  sovereign  govemore 
are  raised  up,  both  to  the  choice  of  worthy  agents, 
and  to  the  commanding  of  pious  and  restorative 
actions. 

Holy  and  careful  Ezra  gathers  a  new  colony  of  Jews, 
takes  view  of  them  at  the  river  of  Ahava ;  and  finding 
a  miss  of  the  sons  of  Levi,  (without  whom  no  company, 
no  plantation  can  be  complete,)  sends  for  their  supply; 
and  now  fully  furnished,  he  proclaims  a  fast  in  the  way. 
I  do  not  hear  him  aay,  The  journey  is  long  and  dan> 
gerous ;  the  people  liave  need  of  all  their  strength.  I 
could  well  wish  us  all  afflicted  with  a  religious  fest, 
were  it  not  that  the  abatemeat  of  the  courage,  and 
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vigour  of  the  multitude  may  endanger  our  success  : 
but,  without  all  these  carnal  couBultatious,  he  hegins 
■with  this  solemn  act  of  humiliation.  It  is  better  to 
have  God  strong  in  our  wealtness,  than  to  have  flesh 
and  blood  strong  in  bis  neglect, 

Artazerxes  was  a  patron  of  the  Jews,  yet  a  Pi^an 
by  profession  ;  wise  Ezra  was  afraid  of  quenching  those 
sparks  of  piety,  which  he  descried  in  this  semi- 
proselyte.  Rather  therefore  than  he  will  seem  to 
imply  a  distrust  in  the  providence  of  that  God,  in 
whose  service  be  went,  by  seelting  a  convoy  of  soldiers 
irom  the  king,  Ezra  chooses  to  put  himself  upon  the 
hazard  of  the  way,  and  the  immediate  protection  of 
the  Almighty.  Any  death  were  better  than  to  hear 
Artaxerxes  say.  Is  this  the  man  that  so  confidently 
told  me,  "  The  band  of  our  God  is  upon  all  them  for 
good  that  seek  him :  hut  his  power  and  his  wrath  is 
against  all  them  that  forsake  him  ?"  Doth  he  believe 
himself  that  be  thus  doubts  ere  he  begin  ?  Dare  he 
not  trust  his  God  with  his  own  businesses  1 

The  resolutions  of  faithful  hearts  are  heroical.  No 
heathen  man  shall  stumble  at  Ezra's  fear :  he  can  find 
more  assurance  in  bis  fast,  than  in  a  Persian  band : 
with  a  courageous  reliance  upon  the  hand  of  his  God, 
he  puts  himself  into  tbejoumey,  and  finds  nothing 
but  safety  and  success.  The  fidelity  of  the  Almigbty 
never  disappointed  the  confidence  of  his  servants.  AU 
the  army  of  Artazerxes  could  not  have  been  so  strong 
a  guard  to  the  Jews,  as  their  invisible  protection. 

In  the  space  of  four  months  is  Ezra  and  his  company 
happily  arrived  at  Jerusalem,  where  he  joys  to  see 
the  new  temple,  and  his  old  colleagues :  and  now 
having  delivered  up  the  charge  of  his  treasure,  by 
weight,  in  the  chambers  of  the  bouse  of  the  Lord,  he 
applies  himself  to  his  work,  and  delivers  the  king's 
commission  to  the  lieutenants  and  governors,  for  their 
utmost  assistance. 

The  princes  of  Judah  do  not,  for  aught  I  hear, 
repine  at  the  large  patent  granted  to  this  priest,  nor 
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say,  What  doth  a  man  of  this  robe  meddle  with  placing 
or  displacing  magistrates,  with  executions  of  judg- 
ments  to  death,  Iraads,  bfuiishment  1  But  rather,  as 
congratulating  this  power  to  sacred  hands,  gladly  pre- 
sent unto  him  all  their  grievances.  Truly  religious 
hearts  cannot  grudge  any  honour  to  their  spiritual 
guides. 

This  holy  commissioner  is  soon  welcomed  with  a  sad 
bill  of  complaint,  from  some  good  peers  of  Israel : 
wherein  they  charge  divers  of  the  priests,  Levites, 
people,  not  to  have  separated  themselves  from  the 
idolatrous  inhabitants  of  the  lands,  nor  therefore  from 
their  abominations,  even  from  Canaanites,  Elittites, 
Perizzites,  and  the  rest  of  those  branded  nations ; 
that  they  have  taken  of  their  daughters  for  them- 
selves, and  for  their  sons,  so  that  the  holy  seed  have 
mingled  themselves  with  those  forbidden  people  ;  and, 
whi^  made  the  matter  so  much  more  heinous,  less 
remediable,  that  the  "  hand  of  the  princes  and  rulers 
hath  been  chief  in  this  trespasa" 

0  hypocritical  Jews,  did  ye  refuse  to  suffer  yoiir 
Saroantan  neighbours  to  join  with  you  in  building  a 
lifeless  house  unto  God,  and  do  ye  now  join  affinity 
with  a  more  accursed  generation  for  the  building  of 
living  houses  unto  posterity,  for  the  pulling  down  of 
the  lively  house  of  God  ? 

How  could  Ezra  hear  this  with  his  clothes,  his  hair, 
his  beard  untom?  What  grief,  what  astonishment 
must  this  news  needs  bring  to  a  zealous  heart !  And, 
were  it  not  that  the  conscience  of  his  sincere  respect 
of  God's  glory  relieved  him,  how  could  Ezra  choose 
but  repent  him  of  his  journey,  and  say,  Am  I  come 
from  Babylon  to  find  paganism  in  Judah  ?  Did  I  leave 
Persians,  to  meet  with  Canaanites  i  What  do  I  hear, 
if  Jerusalem  be  removed  7  How  much  better  were  a 
clear  captivity,  than  an  idolatrous  freedom !  Woe  is 
me,  that  having  left  many  Jewish  hearts  in  Babylon, 
I  now  am  forced  to  find  heathen  blood  in  Jerusalem ! 
As  a  man  distracted  with  sorrow,  Ezra  sits  down  upon 


OONT.  I.]  ZBSDBBABEL   AND   EZRA.  423 

the  earth  with  his  garmenta  rent,  with  the  hair  of  hia 
head  and  beard  plucked  off,  wringing  his  hands, 
knocking  his  breaat,  not  moving  from  his  place  until 
the  evening'  sacrifice.  It  is  hard  to  be  too  much 
affected  witn  the  public  sins  of  God's  people.  Those 
■who  find  themselves  in  the  ship  of  God's  church, 
cannot  but  be  much  troubled  with  eveiy  dangerous 
leat  that  it  takes.  Common  cases  are  not  more 
neglected  by  the  careless,  than  taken  to  heart  hj  the 
wise  and  godly. 

There,  and  thus,  Ezra  sits  astomshed  until  the 
evening  sacrifice :  others  resorted  to  him  the  while, 
even  ^  that  trembled  at  the  words  of  the  God  of 
Israel ;  but  to  help  on  his  sorrow,  not  to  relieve ; 
neither  doth  any  man  wish  a  mitigation  of  his  owq 
or  other's  grief  At  last  he  rises  up  from  his  heaviness, 
and  casts  himself  upon  his  knees,  and  spreads  out  his 
hands  unto  the  Lord  his  God.  Wherefore  was  all 
that  pensiveness,  lasting,  silence,  tearing  of  hair  and 
clothes,  but  to  serve  as  a  meet  preface  to  his  prayers  ? 
wherein  he  so  freely  pours  out  nis  heart,  as  if  it  had 
been  all  dissolved  into  devotion,  professing  his  shame 
to  lift  up  his  feoe  towards  the  throne  of  God,  con- 
fessing theiniquitiesof  his  people,  which  were  increased 
over  their  heads,  and  grown  up  unto  heaven,  fetching 
their  trespass  hr  and  charging  them  deep,  feelingly 
acknowledging  the  just  hand  that  followed  them  in 
all  their  judgments,  and  the  juat  confusion  wherein 
ihey  now  stand  before  the  face  of  their  God. 

Tears,  and  sighs,  and  grovellings  accompanied  his 
prayers :  the  example  and  noise  whereof  drew  Israel 
into  a  participation  of  this  public  mourning ;  "  for  the 
people  wept  very  sore."  How  can  they  choose  but 
think.  If  he  thus  lament  for  us,  how  should  we  grieve 
for  ourselves  ?■ 

AU  Judah  went  away  merrily  with  their  sin,  till 
this  check  of  Ezra ;  now  thev  are  afflicted.  Had  not 
the  bauds  of  the  peers  been  in  this  trespass,  the  peo^ 
pie  had  not  been  guilty ;  had  not  the  cheeks  of  Ezra 
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been  first  drenched  with  tears,  the  people  had  not  been 
penitent  It  cannot  be  spoken  what  power  there  is 
m  a  great  example,  whether  to  evil  or  good. 

Prayers  and  tears  are  nothing  without  endeavours. 
Shechaniah,  the  eon  of  Jehiel,  puts  the  first  life  into 
this  business.  Having  seconded  the  complaint  of 
Ezra,  he  now  adds,  "  Yet  there  is  hope  in  Israel  con- 
cerning this  thing ;  now  therefore  let  us  make  a 
covenant  with  our  Ckid  to  put  away  all  the  wives,  and 
such  as  are  bom  of  them  :  arise,  for  this  matter  be- 
longeth  to  thee,  we  also  will  be  with  thee ;  be  of 
good  courage,  and  do  it." 

When  mischief  is  once  done,  the  chief  care  is  how  to 
redress  it.  The  best  waj  of  redress  is  the  deliberate 
undoing  of  that  which  we  have  rashly  committed.  The 
surest  obligation  to  the  undoing  of  an  evil  act,  is  an 
oath  or  covenant  made  vrith  God,  for  the  performanca 

There  is  no  man  so  wise,  but  he  may  make  use  of 
good  counsel ;  there  is  no  man  so  forward,  but  he 
may  abide  incitation.  It  is  no  small  encouragement, 
to  see  a  hearty  assistance  in  an  envious  and  difficult 
service.  "Then  arose  Ezra,  and  made  the  chief  priests, 
the  Levitea,  and  all  Israel,  to  swear  that  they  should 
do  according  to  this  word." 

It  is  half  done  that  is  thus  assured.  There  was  Deed 
of  a  strong  power  to  dissolve  a  matrimonial,  though  in- 
ordinate love.  Doubtless,  these  men  had  married  out 
of  affection  ;  their  hearts  were  no  less  set  upon  these 
wives,  though  heathenish,  than  if  they  had  been  of 
their  own  tribes ;  neither  were  their  children  thus  be- 

fotten,  less  dear  unto  them,  than  if  they  had  lain  in 
ewiah  wombs.  Nothing  less  than  an  oath  of  Clod 
therefore  could  quiet  these  passions ;  that  is  both 
required  and  taken. 

Now  begins  Ezra  to  conceive  some  hope  of  present 
redress ;  the  comfort  whereof  yet  cannot  turn  off  his 
sorrow  for  the  offence  past  He  neither  eata  bread 
nor  drinks  water,  willingly  punishing  himself  because 
Israel  had  sinned.     Now  shall  his  countrymen  easily 
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i^ad  in  his  (ace  their  own  penance,  and  just  humilia- 
tion, and  say,  Tliis  man  takes  no  joy  in  our  sufferings  ; 
he  would  not  smart  thus  for  us,  if  he  did  not  descry 
more  danger  towards  us  than  we  can  apprehend. 

Proclamation  is  made  through  Judan  and  Jeru- 
salem, under  pain  of  forfeiture  of  substance,  and  ex- 
communication from  God's  people,  that  all  the  children 
of  the  captivity  should  gather  themselves  together 
unto  Jerusalem,  They  are  met  accordingly ;  the  courts 
of  Gkid's  house  are  thronged  with  penitents,  and  now, 
as  if  the  heaven  would  teach  them  what  to  do,  the 
clouds  rain  down  abundance  of  tears.  What  with 
those  sad  showers,  what  with  their  inward  remorse, 
the  people  sit  trembling  in  the  open  courts,  and 
humbly  wait  for  the  reproof,  for  the  sentence  of  Ezra. 
He  rises  up,  and  with  a  severe  countenance,  lays  be- 
fore them  their  sin,  their  amends ;  the  sin  of  their 
strange  wives,  the  amends  of  their  confession,  of  their 
separation  ;  not  sparing  to  search  their  wound,  not 
neglecting  the  meet  plaster  for  their  cure. 

The  people,  as  willing  to  be  healed,  yield  them- 
selves patiently  to  that  rough  hand,  not  snrinking  at 
the  pain,  nor  mvouring  the  sore ;  "  As  thou  haat  said, 
80  must  we  do :"  only  craving  a  fit  proportion  of  time, 
and  a  due  assistance  for  the  despatch  of  so  long  and 
important  a  work.  Ezra  gladly  hearkens  to  this,  not 
so  much  request,  as  counsel  of  Israel.  The  charge  is 
divided  to  men  and  days ;  for  two  months'  space  the 
commissioners  sit  close,  and  within  that  compass  finish 
this  business,  not  more  thankless  than  necessary. 
Doubtless  much  variety  of  passion  met  with  them  in 
this  busy  service.  Here  you  should  have  seen  an 
affectionate  husband  bitterly  weeping  at  the  dismis- 
sion of  a  loving  wife,  and  drowning  Tiis  last  farewell 
in  sobs.  There  you  might  have  seen  a  passionate 
wife,  banging  upon  the  arms  of  her  beloved  husband ; 
and  on  her  knees  conjuring  him  by  his  former  vows, 
and  the  dear  pledges  of  their  loves,  and  proffering, 
with  many  tears,  to  redeem  the  loss  of  her  husband 
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with  the  change  of  her  religion.  Here  you  might 
have  seen  the  Idndred  and  parents  of  the  dismissed, 
shutting  up  their  denied  suits  with  r^e  and  threats ; 
there  the  abandoned  children  kneeling  to  their  seem- 
ingly cruel  &ther,  beseeching  him  not  to  cast  off  the 
fruit  of  his  own  loins,  and  expostulating  what  they 
have  offended  in  being  his.  The  resolved  Israelites 
must  be  deaf,  or  blind  to  these  moving  objects,  and 
80  fer  forget  nature,  as  to  put  off  part  of  themselves. 
Personal  inconveniences  have  risen  to  yield  to  public 
mischiefs :  long  entertainment  makes  that  sin  hard 
to  be  ejected,  whose  first  motions  might  have  been 
repelled  with  ease. 

Had  not  the  prohibition  of  these  marriages  been 
express,  and  tbeir  danger  and  mischief  palpable,  the 
care  of  their  separation  had  not  bred  so  much  tumult 
in  Israel.  He  that  ordained  matrimony,  had  upon 
fearful  curses  forbidden  an  unequal  yoke  with  infidels. 
Besides  the  marring  of  the  church  by  the  mixture  of 
an  unholy  seed,  religion  suffered  for  the  present,  and 
all  good  hearts  with  iti  ^^t^y  tears,  many  sacrifices, 
ne^  to  expiate  so  foul  an  offence,  and  to  set  Israel 
straight  again. 

All  this  while  even  these  mesline  Jews  were  yet 
forward  to  build  the  temple.  The  worst  sinners  may 
yield  an  outward  conformity  to  actions  of  piety.  Ezra 
hath  done  more  service  in  pulling  down,  than  the  Jews 
in  building ;  without  this  act,  the  temple  might  have 
stood,  religion  must  needs  have  fallen :  Babel  had 
been  translated  to  Jerusalem,  Jews  had  turned  Gen- 
tiles. Oh  happy  endeavours  of  devout  and  holy  Ezra, 
that  hath  at  once  restored  Judah  to  God  and  to  itself! 


CONTEMPLATION  II. 

MBHEUIAH    BTHLDINO   THE   WALLS   OF  JBEUSALEIL 

Thirteeh  years  were  now  passed  since  Ezra's  going  up 
to  Jerusalem,  when  Nehemiah,  the  religious  courtier 
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of  Artaxerxes,  inquires  of  the  estate  of  his  counttr, 
and  brethren  of  Judea  ;  he  might  well  find  that  holy 
scribe  had  not  been  idle.  The  commisBion  of  Arta- 
xerxes  had  been  improved  by  him  to  the  utmost.  Dis- 
orders were  reformed,  but  the  walla  lay  waste :  the 
temple  was  built,  but  the  city  was  ruinous ;  and  if 
some  streets  were  repaired,  yet  they  stood  unguarded, 
open  to  the  mercy  of  an  enemy,  to  the  infestation  of 
ill  neighbourhood.  Great  bodies  must  have  slow  mo- 
tions :  aa  Jerusalem,  so  the  church  of  God,  whose 
type  it  was,  must  be  finished  by  leisure. 

Nehemiah  sat  warm  in  the  court  at  Shushan,  &- 
voured  by  the  great  king  Artaxerxes :  nothing  could 
be  wanting  to  him,  whether  for  pleasure  or  state : 
what  needed  he  to  trouble  hia  head  with  thoughts  for 
Jerusalem  ?  what  if  those  remote  walls  lay  on  heaps, 
while  himself  dwelt  fair  ?  what  if  bis  &r  distant 
countrymen  be  despised,  while  himself  is  honoured  by 
the  great  monarch  of  the  world  ? 

It  is  not  80  easy  for  gracious  dispositions  to  turn  off 
the  public  calamities  of  God's  church :  neither  can 
they  do  other  than  lose  their  private  felicities,  in  the 
common  distresses  of  the  universal  body.  "  If  I  foi> 
get  thee,  0  Jerusalem,  let  my  right  hand  forget  her 
cunning  ;  if  I  do  not  remember  3iee,  let  my  tongue 
cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth." 

Many  Jews  went  up  from  Babylon  and  Shushan  to 
Jerusalem,  few  ever  returned  voluntarily  fix)m  their 
native  home  to  the  region  of  their  captivity.  Some 
occasion  drew  Hanani,  with  certain  others  of  Judah, 
to  this  voyage.  Of  them  doth  Nehemiah  carefiilly 
inquire  the  present  condition  of  Jerusalem.  It  was 
no  news,  that  the  people  were  afflicted  and  reproached, 
the  walls  broken  down,  the  gates  burnt  with  fire. 
Ever  since  the  furious  vastation  of  Nebuzaradan,  that 
city  knew  not  better  terms.  Seldom  doth  the  spiritual 
Jerusalem  fare  otherwise,  in  respect  of  outward  estate. 
External  glory  and  magnificence  is  an  unsure  note  of 
the  church. 

cjiLzs-jj-Googlc 
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7ell  bad  Neliemiah  hoped  that  the  gra,ciouB  edict 
and  beneficence  of  Darius,  and  the  successive  patron- 
age of  his  lord  Artaxerxes,  had,  by  the  continuance 
of  twenty  years'  favour,  advanced  the  strength  and 
glory  of  Jerusaleni :  but  now,  finding  the  holy  city  to 
lie  still  in  the  dust  of  her  confusion,  neglected  of  God, 
despised  of  men,  he  sits  down  and  weeps,  and  mourns, 
and  fasts,  and  prays  to  the  God  of  heaven.  How 
many  saw  those  ruins,  and  were  little  afiected !  he 
hears  of  them  a&r  off,  and  is  thus  passionate.  IIow 
many  were  upon  this  sight  afltected  with  a  fruitless 
sorrow !  his  mourning  is  joined  with  the  endeavours 
of  redress.  In  vain  is  that  grief,  which  hath  no  other 
end  than  itself 

Nehemiah  is  resolved  to  kneel  to  the  king  his 
master,  for  the  repair  of  his  Jerusalem :  he  dares  not 
attempt  the  suit  till  he  have  begun  with  Gild.  This 
good  courtier  knew  well,  that  the  hearts  of  these 
earthly  kings  are  in  the  ovei^mling  hand  of  the  King 
of  heaven,  to  incline  whither  he  pleaseth.  Our 
prayers  are  the  only  true  means  to  make  way  for  our 
success.  If  in  all  our  occAsions  we  do  not  begin  with 
the  first  mover,  the  course  is  preposterous,  and  com- 
monly speeds  thereafter. 

Who  dares  censure  the  piety  of  courtiers,  when  he 
finds  Nehemiah  standing  before  Artaxerxes  i  even 
the  Persian  palace  is  not  incapable  of  a  saint.  No 
man,  that  waits  on  the  altar  at  Jerusalem,  can  com- 
pare for  zeal  with  him,  that  waits  on  the  cup  of  a 
Pagan  monarch.  The  mercies  of  God  are  unlimited 
to  places,  to  callings. 

Thus  armed  with  devotions,  doth  Nehemiah  put 
himself  into  the  presence  of  his  master  Artaxerxes. 
His  face  was  overclouded  with  a  deep  sadness,  neither 
was  he  willing  to  clear  it.  The  king  easily  notes  the 
disparity  of  the  countenance  of  the  bearer,  and  the 
wine  that  he  bears ;  and,  in  a  gracious  fiimiliairity,  asks 
the  reason  of  such  unwonted  change. 

How  well  it  becomes  the  great  to  stoop  unto  a  cour- 
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teouB  aflabilit^,  and  to  exchange  words  of  respect, 
even  with  their  humble  vassals .' 

Nehemiah  had  not  been  ao  long  in  the  court,  but 
he  knew  that  princes  like  no  other  than  cheerful 
attendants  ;  neither  was  he  wont  to  bring  any 
other  face  into  that  presence,  than  smooth  and 
smiling. 

Greatness  uses  to  be  full  of  suspicion,  and,  where  it 
sees  a  dejection  and  sourness  of  the  brows,  is  ready  to 
apprehend  some  sullen  thoughts  of  discontentment, 
or,  at  the  least,  construes  it  for  a  disrespect  to  that 
sovereignty,  whose  beams  should  be  of  power  to  dis- 
perse all  our  inward  mists.  Even  good  manners  for- 
bid a  man  to  press  into  the  presence  of  a  prince, 
except  he  can  either  lay  by  these  unpleasing  passions, 
or  hide  them :  so  had  Nehemiah  hitherto  done  Now, 
he  purposely  suffers  his  sorrow  to  look  through  his 
eyes,  that  it  may  work  both  inquiry  and  compassion 
from  his  master ;  neither  doth  he  fail  of  his  hopes  in 
either :  "  Why  is  thy  countenance  sad,  seeing  thou  art 
not  sick  ?"  How  sensible  do  we  think  the  Father  of 
mercies  is  of  all  our  pensive  thoughts,  when  a  heathen 
master  is  so  tender  of  a  servant's  grief?  How  ready 
should  our  tongues  be  to  lay  open  our  cares  to  the 
God  of  all  comfort,  when  we  see  Nehemiah  so  quick 
in  the  expressions  of  his  sorrow  to  an  uncertain  ear ! 
"  Let  the  king  live  for  ever :  why  should  not  my 
coimtenance  be  sad,  when  the  city,  the  place  of  my 
father's  sepulchres,  Keth  waste,  and  the  gates  thereof 
burnt  with  fire?"  Not  without  an  humble  prefoce 
doth  Nehemiah  lay  forth  his  grievance  ;  complaints 
have  ever  an  unpleasing  harshness  in  them,  which  must 
be  taken  off  by  some  discreet  insinuation :  although 
it  could  not  but  sound  well  in  the  generous  ear  of 
Artazerxes,  that  his  servant  was  so  careful  for  the 
honour  of  his  country.  As  nature  hath  made  us  all 
members  of  a  community,  and  hath  given  us  common 
interests,  so  it  is  most  pleasing  to  us  to  see  these 
public  cares  divide  us  from  our  own. 

,  Google 
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The  king  easily  descries  a  sweet  supplication  wrap- 
ped up  in  this  moanfiil  answer,  which  the  modest 
suitor  was  afraid  to  disclose ;  and,  therefore,  he  helps 
that  bashfiit  motion  into  the  light :  "  For  what  dost 
thou  make  request  f  It  is  the  praise  of  bounty  to 
draw  on  the  just  petitions  of  fearful  suppliants. 

Nehemiah  dares  not  open  his  moutli  to  the  king 
till  his  heart  hath  opened  itself  by  a  sudden  ejacula- 
tion to  his  God :  no  business  can  be  so  hasty  but  our 
prayer  may  prevent  it ;  the  wings  whereof  are  so 
nimble,  that  it  can  fly  up  to  heaven  and  solicit  God, 
and  bring  down  an  answer,  before  ever  our  words 
need  to  come  forth  of  our  lips.  In  vain  shall  we  hope 
that  any  design  of  ours  can  prosper,  if  we  have  not 
first  sent  this  messenger  on  our  errand. 

After  this  silent  and  insensible  preparation,  Ne- 
hemiah moves  his  suit  to  the  king,  not  yet  at  one^ 
but  by  meet  degrees,  first  he  craves  leave  for  his  jour- 
ney, and  for  building,  then  he  craves  aid  for  both ; 
both  are  granted  JJehemiah  departs  fiirnished  with 
letters  to  the  governor  for  a  convoy,  with  lettera  to 
the  keeper  of  the  ting's  forest  for  timber,  not  more 
full  of  desire  than  hope. 

Who  ever  put  his  hand  to  any  great  work  for  the 
behoof  of  God's  church  without  opposition  ?  Aa  the 
walls  of  the  temple  found  busy  enemies,  so  shall  the 
walls  of  the  city  ;  and  these  so  much  more,  as  they 
promise  more  security  and  strength  to  Jerusalem. 
Sanballat,  the  deputy-lieutenant  of  the  Hoabites,  and 
Tobiali,  the  like  officer  to  the  Ammonites,  and  Geshem 
to  the  Arabians,  are  galled  with  envy  at  the  arrival 
of  a  man  authorized  to  seek  the  welfiire  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  There  cannot  be  a  greater  vexation 
to  wicked  hearts,  than  to  see  the  spiritual  Jerusalem 
in  any  likelihood  of  prosperity.  Evil  spirits  and  men 
■  need  no  other  torment  than  their  own  despite. 

This  wise  courtier  hath  learned  that  secrecy  is  the 
surest  way  of  any  important  despatch.  His  errand 
could  not  but  be  known  to  the  govemore ;  their 
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furtlieraiiee  was  enjoined  for  tlie  provisioD  of  materials, 
else  die  walls  of  Jerusalem  had  overlooked  the  first 
notice  of  their  Heathen  neighhours.  Without  any 
noise  doth  Nehemiah  arise  in  the  dead  of  night,  and 
taking  some  few  into  hia  company,  none  into  his 
connael,  he  secretly  rounds  the  d!ecayed  walls  of  Jeru- 
salem, and  views  the  breaches,  and  observeB  the  gates, 
and  returns  home  in  silence,  joying  in  himself  to  fore- 
see those  reparations,  which  none  of  the  inhabitants 
did  once  dream  of.  At  laat,  when  he  had  fully  di- 
gested this  great  work  in  his  own  breast,  he  calls  the 
rulers  and  citizens  together ;  and  having  condoled 
with  them  the  common  distress  and  reproach,  he  tells 
them  of  the  hand  of  his  God,  which  was  good  upon 
him,  he  shows  them  the  gracious  commission  of  the 
king,  his  master,  for  that  good  work.  They  answer 
him  with  a  zealous  encouragement  of  each  other, 
"  Let  us  rise  up  and  buQd."  Such  a  hearty  invitation, 
countenanced  by  authority,  hath  easily  strengthened 
the  hands  of  the  multitude :  with  what  observance 
and  deamess  do  they  now  look  upon  their  unexpected 

Eatron  !  how  do  they  honour  him  as  a  man  sent  from 
eaven,  for  the  welfiire  of  Jerusalem  !  Every  man 
flies  to  his  hod  and  trowel,  and  rejoices  to  second  so 
noble  a  leader,  in  laying  a  stone  in  that  wall  of  their 
common  defence. 

Those  emulous  neighbours  of  theirs,  Sanballat, 
Tobiah,  Greshem,  the  chief  commanders  of  Moab,  Am- 
Tnon,  Arabia,  have  soon  espied  the  first  mortar  that  is 
laid  upon  that  old  foundation.  Envy  is  usually  more 
quick-sighted  than  love ;  and  now  they  scomfuHy 
apply  themselves  to  these  despised  Jews,  and  think 
to  scoff  them  out  of  their  work.  The  iavourablest 
persecution  of  any  good  cause  is  the  lash  of  lewd 
tongues,  whether  by  bitter  taunts  or  by  scurrilous  in- 
Tectives ;  which  it  is  as  impossible  to  avoid,  as  neces- 
saiy  to  contemn  The  barking  of  these  dogs  does  not 
hinder  Nehemiah  from  walking  on  his  way,  professing 
his  confidence  in  the  God  of  heaven,  whose  work  that 
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waa :  Le  shakes  off  their  impotent  malice,  and  goes 
on  cheerfiiUy  to  build:  every  Israelite  knows  his  sta- 
tion. Eliashib,  the  high-priest,  aad  the  rest  of  that 
sacred  tribe,  put  the  first  hand  to  this  TTork ;  they 
build  the  sheep-gate,  and  sanctify  it,  and  in  it  all  the 
rest.  As  the  first-fruits  of  the  field,  so  the  first  stones 
of  the  wall  are  hallowed  to  God,  by  the  consecration 
of  those  devout  a^nts.  That  business  is  like  to  prosper 
which  begins  with  God. 

No  man  was  idle,  no  part  was  intermitted ;  sH 
Jerusalem  was  at  once  encompassed  with  busy  labour- 
ers. It  cannot  be,  but  the  joint  endeavours  of  faithful 
hearts  must  raise  the  walls  of  the  church. 

Now  Sanballat,  aad  his  brethren,  find  some  matter 
to  spend  their  scoffs  upon ;  "  What  do  these  feeble 
Jews  ?  will  they  fortify  themselves !  will  they  sacrifice? 
will  they  make  an  end  in  a  day !  will  they  revive  the 
stones  out  of  the  heaps  of  rubbish  which  are  burnt  ?" 

How  basely  do  carnal  minds  think  of  the  projects 
and  actions  of  God's  children ;  therefore  viliiying  them, 
because  they  measure  them  by  no  other  line  than  out- 
ward probability.  Oh,  foolish  Moabites !  this  work  is 
God's,  and  therefore,  in  despite  of  all  your  tongues  and 
hands,  it  shall  prosper.  He  hears  you  whom  ye  have 
blasphemed,  and  shall  turn  your  reproach  upon  your 
own  heada 

And  thou,  proud  Ammonite,  that  couldst  say,  "  If 
a  fox  go  upon  their  stone-wall,  he  shall  break  it  down," 
shalt  well  find,  that  all  the  wolfish  troops  of  your  con- 
federates shall  not  be  able  to  remove  one  stone  of  this 
pure  fortification ;  while  Moab  and  Ammon  repine 
and  bluster  in  vain,  th'iB  wall  shall  rise,  and  when  Moab 
and  Ammon  shall  lie  in  the  dust,  this  wall  shall  stand. 
The  mortar  that  hath  been  tempered  with  so  many 
prayers,  cannot  but  out-last  all  the  flints  and  marbles 
of  human  confidence. 

Now  the  growth  of  this  wall  hath  turned  the  mirth 
of  the  adversaries  into  rage :  these  Moabites,  Ammon- 
ites, Arabians,  Ashdodites,  conspire  all  together  to 
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figKt  a^inst  Jerusalem,  and  while  the  mortar  is  yet 
green,  to  demolish  those  envied  heapa. 

What  hath  this  city  offended,  in  desiring  to  be  de- 
fenced  ?  what  wrong  could  it  be  to  wish  a  freedom 
from  wrongs  1  were  this  people  so  mighty  that  there 
could  be  danger  in  overpowering  their  neighbours,  or 
in  resisting  a  common  sovereign,  there  might  have 
appeared  some  colour  for  this  hostile  opposition :  but, 
^^>  what  could  a  despised  handfiil  do  to  the  preju- 
dice of  either  ?  It  is  quarrel  enough  to  Jerusalem, 
that  it  would  not  be  miserable. 

Neither  is  it  otherwise  with  the  head  of  these  hell- 
iah  complices ;  there  needa  no  other  cause  of  his 
utmost  niry,  than  to  see  a  poor  soul  struggling  to  get 
out  of  the  reach  of  his  tyranny.  So  do  savage  beasts 
bristle  up  themselves,  and  make  the  most  fierce  as- 
saults when  they  are  in  danger  of  losing  the  prey 
which  they  had  once  seized  on. 

In  the  meanwhile,  what  doth  Nehemiah  with  his 
Jews  for  their  common  safety  t  they  pray  and  watch  j 
they  pray  unto  God,  they  watch  agamst  the  enemy. 

d^us  shall  we  happily  prevail  against  those  spiri- 
tual wickednesses  which  war  against  our  souls.  No 
evil  can  surprise  us  if  we  watch ;  no  evil  can  hurt  us 
if  we  pray.  "  This  is  the  victory  that  overcomes  the 
world,  eveu  our  faith." 

There  was  need  of  a  continued  vigilancy ;  the  enemy 
was  not  more  malicious  than  subtile,  and  had  said, 
"  They  shall  not  know,  neither  see,  till  we  come  in  the 
midst  amongst  them,  and  slay  them."  Open  force  is 
not  BO  dangerous  as  close  dissimulation ;  they  meant 
to  seem  Jews,  while  they  were  Uoabites  and  Ammon- 
ites, and  in  the  clothes  of  brethren  purposed  to  hide 
murderers.  Never  is  Satan  so  prevalent  as  when  he 
comes  transfonned  into  an  angel  of  light. 

It  was  a  merciful  providence  of  God,  that  made 
these  men's  tongues  the  blabs  of  their  own  counsel 
Many  a  fearful  design  hadprospered,  if  wickedness 
could  have  been  siknt.     Warning  is  a  lawful  guard 

VOL.  II.  u 
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to  a  wise  adversary ;  now  doth  Nehemiah  arm  hb 
people,  and,  for  the  time,  changes  their  trowels  into 
swords,  and  spears,  and  bows,  raising  up  their  courage 
with  a  vehement  exhortation  to  rem^nber  the  Loid, 
which  is  "  great  and  terrible,  and  to  fight  for  their 
brethren,  their  sons,  their  daughters,  their  wives,  and 
their  houses,"  Nothing  can  so  hearten  us  to  the  en- 
countering of  any  evil,  as  the  remembrance  of  that 
infinite  power  and  wisdom,  which  can  either  avert,  or 
mitigate,  or  sanctify  it.  We  could  not  faint,  if  we  did 
not  forget  God, 

Necessity  urges  a  man  to  fight  for  himself;  love 
enables  his  hand  to  fight  for  those  which  challenge 
a  part  in  him.  Where  lore  meets  with  necessity,  there 
can  want  no  endeavour  of  victory.  Necessity  can  make 
even  cowards  valiant :  love  makes  the  valiant  unre- 
sistabla  Nehemiah  doth  not  therefore  persuade  these 
Jews  to  fight  for  themselves,  but  for  theirs.  The 
judgment  of  the  interest,  and  danger,  cannot  but 
quicken  the  dullest  spirits. 

Discovered  counsels  are  already  prevented  These 
serpents  die  by  being  first  seen ;  "  When  the  enepiies 
heard  that  it  was  known  unto  us,"  they  let  fall  their 
plot.  Could  we  descry  the  enterprises  of  Satan,  that 
tempter  would  return  ashamed. 

It  is  a  safe  point  of  wisdom  to  can^  a  jealous  eye 
over  those  whom  we  have  once  found  hollow  and  hos- 
tile. From  that  time  forth  Nehemiah  divided  the 
task  betwixt  the  trowel  and  the  sword,  so  disposing 
of  every  Israelite,  that  while  one  hand  was  a  mason, 
the  other  was  a  soldier :  one  is  for  work,  the  other  for 
defence.  Oh  lively  image  of  the  church  militant ! 
wherein  every  one  labours  weaponed  ;  wherein  there 
is  neither  an  idle  soldier,  nor  a  secure  workman :  eveiy 
one  so  builds,  as  that  he  is  ready  to  ward  temptations ; 
every  one  so  wields  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  for  defence, 
that  withal  he  builds  up  himself  in  his  most  holy  faith : 
here  is  neither  a  fruitless  valour,  nor  an  unsafe 
diligence. 

c.j,L.zs.jj,GoogIC 
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But,  wbat  can  our  weapoaB  avail  us,  if  there  be  not 
means  to  warn  us  of  an  enemy  ?  without  a  trumpet 
we  are  armed  in  vain.  "  The  work  is  great  and  large, 
and  we  are  separated  upon  the  wall,  one  far  from 
another."  Yea,  so  far  as  the  utmost  bounds  of  the 
earth,  are  we  separated  one  from  another  upon  the 
walls  of  the  spiritual  Jerusalem;  only  the  sacred 
trumpets  of  God  call  us,  who  are  distant  in  place,  to 
a  combination  in  profession :  and  who  are  those 
trumpets  but  the  public  messengers  of  God,  of  whom 
Gf  d  nath  said,  "  If  the  watchman  see  the  sword  come, 
and  blow  not  the  t^mpet,  and  the  people  be  not 
warned,  if  the  sword  come,  and  take  any  person  from 
among  them,  he  is  taken  away  in  his  iniquity,  but 
his  blood  will  I  require  at  the  watchman  s  hand." 
Woe  be  to  us  if  we  sound  not,  if  the  sound  we  give  be 
tmcertain !  woe  be  to  our  people,  if  when  we  premon- 
ish  them  of  enemies,  of  judgments,  they  sit  still  un- 
moved,  not  buckling  themselves  to  a  resistance,  to  a 
prevention ! 

It  is  a  mutual  aid,  to  which  these  trumpets  invite  us; 
we  might  fight  apart,  without  the  signals  of  war :  "  In 
what  place  ye  hear  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  resort 
ye  thither  unto  ub."  There  can  be  no  saiety  to  the 
church,  but  where  eveiy  man  thinks  his  life  and  wel- 
&re  consists  in  his  feUows.  Conjoined  forces  may 
prosper ;  single  oppositions  are  desperata  All  hearts 
and  hands  must  meet  in  the  common  quarrel. 


CONTEMPLATION  IIL 

HEHEHIAH  BEDBB66IN0  THB  EXTORTION  OF  THE  JBW8. 

With  what  difficulty  do  these  miserable  Jews  settle 
in  their  Jerusalem .'  the  fear  of  foreign  enemies  doth 
not  more  afflict  them  than  the  extortion  of  their  own : 
dearth  is  added  unto  war.  Miseries  do  not  stay  for 
a  mannerly  succession  to  each  other,  but  in  a  rude 
V  2 
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importuuity  throne  m  at  onee.  Babel  ma;  be  built 
with  ease ;  but  wboaoever  goes  about  to  raise  the 
walls  of  God's  city  sh^l  have  his  hands  full.  The 
incursion  of  public  enemies  may  be  prevented  with 
vigilancy  and  power ;  but  there  is  no  defence  against 
the  secret  gripes  of  oppression. 

There  is  no  remedy ;  the  Jews  are  so  taken  up  with 
their  trowel  and  sword,  for  the  time,  that  thej  cannot 
attend  their  trades ;  so  as  while  the  wall  did  nse,  their 
estates  must  needs  impair.  Even  in  the  cheapest 
season  they  must  needs  be  poor,  that  earned  nothing 
but  the  public  safety,  how  much  more  in  common 
scarcity!  Their  houses,  lands,  'vineyards  are  there- 
fore mortgaged,  yea  their  veiy  skins  are  sold  for  corn, 
to  tbeir  brethren :  necessity  forces  them  to  sell  that, 
which  it  was  cruelty  to  buy.  What  will  we  not,  what 
must  we  not  part  with  for  life  ?  The  covetous  rulers 
did  not  consider  the  occasions  of  this  want,  but  the 
advantage.  Sometimes  a  bargain  may  be  as  unmerci- 
ful as  a  robbery.  Charity  must  be  the  rule  of  all 
contracts,  the  violation  whereof,  whether  in  the  matter 
or  the  price,  cannot  but  be  sinfuL 

There  could  not  be  a  juster  ground  of  expostulation, 
than  this  of  the  oppressed  Jews ;  "  Our  flesh  is  as  the 
flesh  of  our  brethren,  our  children  as  their  children : 
and  lo,  we  bring  into  bondage  our  sons  and  our  daugh- 
ters." While  there  is  no  difference  in  nature,  why 
should  there  be  such  an  injurious  disproportion  in 
condition  ?  even  the  same  flesh  may  bear  a  just  in- 
equality ;  some  may  be  rulers,  while  others  are  subject ; 
some  wealthy,  others  poor :  but,  wliy  those  wealthy 
nders  should  tyrannize  over  those  poor  inferiors,  and 
turn  brotherhood  into  bondage,  no  reason  can  be  given, 
but  lawless  ambition.  If  there  were  one  flesh  of  peers, 
another  of  peasants,  there  should  be  some  colour  for 
the  proud  impositions  of  the  great,  as,  because  the 
flesh  of  beasts  is  in  a  lower  rank  than  ours,  we  kill, 
we  devour  it  at  pleasure :  but  now  since  the  large 
body  of  mankind  consists  of  the  same  flesh,  why  shoidd 
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tfae  h&nd  strike  the  foot  ?  and  if  one  flesh  may  chal- 
lenge meet  respects  from  us,  how  much  more  one 
spirit!  The  spirit  is  more  noble  than  the  flesh  is 
hose ;  the  flesh  is  dead  without  the  spirit ;  the  spirit 
withont  the  flesh  active  and  immortal.  Our  soul,  though 
shapeless  and  immaterial,  is  more  apparently  one  than 
the  flesh ;  and  if  the  unity  of  our  human  spirit  call 
us  to  a  mutual  care  and  tenderness  in  our  carriage 
each  to  other,  how  much  more  of  the  divine  !  by  that 
we  are  men,  by  this  we  are  Christians.  As  the  soul 
animates  us  to  a  natural  life,  so  doth  God's  Spirit 
animate  the  soul  to  an  heavenly,  which  is  so  one  that 
it  cannot  be  divided.  How  should  that  one  Spirit 
cause  UB  so  far  to  foi^t  all  natural  and  civil  differ- 
ences, as  not  to  contemn,  not  to  oppress  any  whom  it 
informeth !  they  are  not  Christians,  not  men,  that 
can  enjoy  the  miseries  of  their  brethren,  whether  in 
the  flesh  or  spirit 

Good  Nehemiah  cannot  choose  but  be  much  moved 
at  the  barbarous  extortion  of  the  people  ;  and  now, 
like  an  impartial  ^vemor,  be  rebukes  the  rulers  and 
nobles,  whose  hand  was  thus  bloody  with  oppression. 
As  of  fishes,  so  of  men,  the  lesser  are  a  prey  to  the 
great.  It  is  an  ill  use  made  of  power,  when  the  weight 
of  it  serves  only  to  crush  the  weak.  There  were  no 
living  amonffst  men,  had  not  God  ordained  higher 
than  the  highest ;  and  yet  higher  than  they.  Emi- 
nency  of  place  cannot  be  better  improved,  than  by 
taking  down  mighty  oflTenders. 

If  nobility  do  embase  itself  to  any  foul  sin,  it  is  so 
much  more  worthy  of  coercion,  by  how  much  the 
person  is  of  greater  mark. 

The  justice  of  this  reproof  could  not  but  shame 
impudence  itself:  "We,  after  owr  ability,  have  re- 
deemed our  brethren  the  Jews  which  were  sold  to 
the  heathen,  and  will  you  sell  your  brethren,  or  shall 
they  be  sold  to  us  1"  Shall  they  find  at  home  that 
yoke  of  bondage  which  they  had  put  off  abroad  t 
while  they  are  still  Jews,  sbafi  we  turn  Assyrians  ?  if 
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they  nmst  be  slaves,  why  not  rather  to  enemies  than 
to  brethren !  how  much  more  tolerable  were  a  foreign 
servitude,  than  a  domestical!  £e  ashamed,  O  ye 
nobles  of  Israel,  to  renew  Babylon  in  Jerusalem.  1 
marvel  not,  if  the  offenders  be  stricken  dumb  with  so 
unanswerable  an  expostulation.  Guiltiness  and  con- 
fusion have  stopped  their  mouths. 

Many  of  those  who  have  not  had  rrace  enough  to 
refrain  sin,  yet  are  not  so  utterly  void  of  grace  as  to 
mwitain  sin.  Our  afterwits  are  able  to  discern  a 
kind  of  unreasonableness  in  those  wicked  actions, 
which  the  first  appearance  repi'esents  unto  us  plau- 
.  aible.  Gain  leads  in  sin,  but  shame  follows  it  out. 
There  are  those  that  are  bold  and  witty  to  bear  out 
commodious  or  pleasant  evils;  neither  could  these 
Jewish  enormities  have  wanted  some  colours  of  de- 
fence :  their  stock  waa  their  own,  which  might  have 
been  otherwise  improved  to  no  less  profit.  The  offer, 
the  suit  of  these  bargains,  waa  from  the  sellers :  these 
escheats  fell  into  their  hands  unsought ;  neither  did 
their  contract  cause  the  need  of  their  hrethren,  but 
relieve  it :  but  their  conscience  will  not  bear  this 
plea.  I  know  not  whether  the  maintenance  of  the  least 
evil  be  not  worse  than  the  commission  of  the  greatest: 
this  may  be  of  frailty,  that  argues  obstinacy.  There 
is  hope  of  that  man  that  can  blush,  and  be  silent. 

After  the  conviction  of  the  fact,  it  is  seasonable  for 
Nehemiah  to  persuade  reformation.  No  oratory  is 
so  powerful  as  that  of  mildness ;  especially,  when  we 
have  to  do  with  those,  who  either  through  stomach, 
or  greatness,  may  not  endure  a  rough  reproof  The 
drops  that  fall  easily  upon  the  com,  ripen  and  fill  the 
ear,  but  the  stormy  showers,  that  fall  with  violence, 
beat  down  the  stalks  flat  to  the  earth,  and  lay  whole 
fields,  without  hope  of  recovery.  Who  can  resist  this 
sweet  and  sovereign  reprehension  ;  "  Ought  ye  not  to 
walk  in  the  fear  of  our  God,  because  of  the  reproach 
of  the  heathen,  our  enemies  t"  Did  we  dwell  alone 
in  the  midst  of  the  earth,  yet  the  fear  of  our  God 
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flhould  over-awe  our  ways ;  but  now  that  we  dwell  in 
tte  midst  of  our  enemies,  whose  eyes  are  bent  upon 
all  our  actions,  whose  tongues  are  as  ready  to  blas- 
pheme God  as  we  to  offend  him,  how  carefidly  should 
we  avoid  those  sins,  which  may  draw  shame  upon  our 
profession ! 

Now  the  scandal  is  worse  than  the  fact ;  thus  shall 
religion  suffer  more  from  the  heathen,  than  our 
bretiiren  do  from  us.  If  justice,  if  charity  cannot 
sway  with  us,  yet  let  the  scornful  insultations  of  the 
profane  Gentiles  fright  us  from  these  pressures.  No 
ingenuous  disposition  can  be  so  tender  of  his  own 
disgrace,  as  the  true  Israelite  is  of  the  reproach  of 
his  Grod :  what  is  it  that  he  will  not  rather  refrain, 
do,  suffer,  than  that  glorious  name  shall  hazard  a 
blemish  1  They  cannot  want  outward  retentives  from 
sin,  that  live  either  among  friends  or  enemies :  if 
friends,  they  may  not  be  grieved ;  if  enemies,  they 
may  not  be  provoked.  Those  that  would  live  well, 
must  stand  in  awe  of  all  eyes  ;  even  those  that  are 
without  the  church,  yet  may  not  be  without  regard. 
No  person  can  be  so  contemptible,  as  that  his  censure 
should  be  contemned. 

In  dissuading  from  stn,  reason  itself  cannot  prevail 
more  than  example  "  I  likewise,  and  my  brethren, 
and  my  servants  might  exact  of  them  money  and 
com ;  but  from  the  time  that  I  was  appointed  to  the 
charge  of  Judah,  I  and  my  brethren  have  not  eaten 
the  bread  of  the  governor."  He  shall  never  rule  well, 
that  doth  aU  that  he  may :  it  is  not  safe  for  either 
part,  that  a  prince  should  live  at  the  height  of  his 
power ;  and  if  the  greatest  abate  of  their  right,  is  it 
for  inferiors  to  extort  ?  Had  Nehemiah  aimed  at  his 
own  greatness,  no  man  could  have  had  fairer  pre- 
tences for  his  gain. 

"  The  former  governors,  that  were  before  him,  were 

chargeable  unto  the  people,  and  had  taken  of  them 

bread  and  wine,  besides  forty  shekels  of  silver."    His 

foot  had  not  first  trod  in  this  commodious  path ;  it 
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was  beaten  by  the  steps  of  his  predecessors  ;  neither 
did  &nj  of  them  walk  beside  it.  However  it  might 
be  envious  to  raise  new  taxations,  yet  to  continue 
those  he  found  unrepiued  at,  had  been  out  of  the 
reach  of  exception,  A  good  governor  looks  not  so 
much  what  hath  been  done,  as  what  should  be :  pre- 
cedents are  not  the  rule  whereby  he  rules,  but  justice, 
hut  piety.  "  So  did  not  I,  because  of  the  fear  of  the 
LonL"  Laws  are  not  a  atraiter  curb  to  subjects,  than 
conscience  is  to  good  princes. 

They  dare  not  do  what  they  cannot  do  charitably. 
What  advant^^  can  they  think  it  to  be  from  under 
the  controlment  of  men,  when  the  God  of  heaven 
notes,  and  punishes  their  offences  ?  Whoso  walketh 
by  this  rule,  can  neither  ei^  nor  miscarry.  It  is  no 
trusting  to  the  extemd  remedies  of  sin  ;  either  they 
are  not  always  present,  or  if  present,  not  powerful 
enough  :  but  if  the  fear  of  God  have  once  taken  up 
the  heart,  it  goes  ever  with  ua,  and  is  strong  enough 
to  over-master  the  most  forcible  temptation. 

Therefore  must  these  Jews  follow  this  example  of 
Nehemiah,  because  he  followed  not  the  example  of 
his  predecessors ;  because  he  left  their  evil,  they  must 
imitate  his  good.  In  vain  shall  rulers  advise  against 
their  own  practice  ;  when  they  lead  the  way,  thw 
may  well  challenge  to  be  followed.  Seldom  hath  it 
been  ever  seen,  that  great  persons  have  not  been 
seconded  in  evil :  why  should  not  their  power  serve 
to  make  patterns  of  their  virtues  ? 

Thus  well  did  it  speed  with  Nehemiah :  his  mer- 
ciful carriage,  and  zealous  suit,  have  drawn  the  rulers 
to  a  promise  of  restitution ;  "  We  vriU  restore  them, 
and  will  require  nothing  of  them,  so  will  we  do  as 
thou  sayest" 

It  is  no  small  advantage  that  these  nobles  must 
forego  in  their  releases:  there  cannot  be  a  better 
sign  of  a  sound  amendment,  than  that  we  can  be 
content  to  be  losers  by  our  repentance.  Many  formal 
penitents  have  yielded  to  part  with  so  much  of  their 
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sin,  as  may  abate  nothing  of  their  profit:  as  if  these 
rulers  should  have  been  willing  to  restore  the  persons, 
but  withal  should  have  stood  atifflj'  to  require  their 
sums :  this  whining  and  partial  satisfaction  had  been 
thankless.  True  remorse  enlargeth  the  heart,  and 
openeth  the  hand  to  a  bountifiu  redemption  of  our 
errors. 

Good  purposes  do  too  often  cool  in  time,  and  vanish 
into  a  careless  forgetfulness :  Nehemiah  feared  this 
issue  of  these  holy  resolutions ;  and  therefore  he  pro- 
secutes them  in  their  first  heat,  not  leaving  these 
_  promises,  till  he  had  secured  them  with  an  oath ;  the 
'  priests  are  called  for,  that  in  their  mouths  the  a^ura- 
tion  niE^  be  more  solemn  and  sacred.  It  is  the  best 
point  of  wisdom  to  take  the  first  opportunity  of  fixing 
good  motions,  which  otherwise  are  of  themselves 
%ht  and  slighty.  To  make  all  yet  more  sure,  their 
oaths  are  cross-barred  with  his  execration :  "  Also  I 
shook  my  lap,  and  said.  So  God  shake  out  every  man 
from  his  bouse,  and  from  his  labour,  that  performeth 
not  this  promise,  even  thus  be  he  shaken  out,  and 
emptied :  and  all  the  congregation  said.  Amen."  A 
promise,  an  oath,  a  curse,  are  passed  upon  this  act ; 
now,  no  Israelite  dares  falter  in  the  execution.  When 
we  have  a  sin  in  chase,  it  is  good  to  follow  it  home, 
not  slackening  our  pursuit  till  we  have  fully  pre- 
vailed ;  and  when  it  is  once  &llen  under  our  hands, 
we  cannot  kill  it  too  much. 

Now  Nehemiah  having  thus  happily  delivered  his 
people  from  a  domestic^  captivity,  commends  his 
service  to  the  gracious  remuneration  of  the  Almighty ; 
"Think  upon  me,  my  God,  for  good,  according  to  all 
that  I  have  done  for  this  people ;"  therefore  doth  he 
refuse  the  bread  of  the  governor,  that  he  may  receive 
the  reward  of  the  Governor  of  heaven.  Had  he  taken 
a  temporary  recompense,  both  he  and  it  had  been 
foi^tten,  now  he  hath  made  a  happy  change  for 
eternity.     Not  that  he  pleads  his  ment,  but  sues  for 
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mercy ;  neither  doth  he  pray  to  be  remembered  for 
his  work,  but  according  to  his  work. 

Our  good  deeds,  aa  they  are  well  accepted  of  God, 
BO  they  shall  not  go  unrewarded ;  and  viiat  God  will 
give,  why  may  not  we  crave  ?  Doubtless,  as  we  may 
oflFer  up  our  honest  obediences  unto  God,  so  we  may 
expect  and  beg  his  promised  retributions  ;  not  out  of 
a  proud  conceit  of  the  worth  of  our  earnings,  who,  at 
the  best,  are  no  other  than  unprofitable  servants,  but 
out  of  a  &ithful  dependence  upon  his  pact  of  bounty, 
who  cannot  be  less  than  his  word.  0  God,  if  we  do 
aught  that  is  good,  it  is  thine  act,  and  not  ours ; 
crown  thine  own  work  in  us,  and  take  thou  the  glory 
of  thine  own  mercies. 

While  Nehemiah  is  busy  in  the  reforming  abuses 
at  home,  the  enemy  is  plotting  against  him  abroad ; 
Sanballat,  and  Tobiah,  and  Geahem  the  Arabian,  con- 
spire against  his  life,  and  in  him,  against  the  peace 
of  Jenualem.  What  open  hostility  could  not  do,  they 
hope  to  effect  by  pretence  of  treaties :  four  several 
messages  call  Nehemiah  to  a  &iendly  meeting.  Dia< 
trust  is  a  sure  guard.  The  wise  governor  hath  learned 
to  suspect  the  nollow  favours  of  an  enemy,  and  to  re- 
turn uiem  with  safe  and  just  excuses :  "  I  cannot 
come  down ;  why  should  the  work  cease,  while  I  leave 
it,  and  come  down  to  you  T'  I  do  not  hear  him  say, 
You  intend  mischief  to  me,  I  will  Dot  come  forth  to 
Tou ;  though  this  were  the  proper  cause  of  his  for- 
bearance ;  but  he  turns  them  on  with  an  answer,  that 
had  as  much  truth  as  reservedness.  Fraud  la  the  fit- 
lieat  answered  with  subtilty.  Even  innocency  is  al- 
lowed a  lawful  craft ;  that  man  is  in  an  ill  case,  that 
conceals  no  truth  from  an  adversary. 

What  entreaties  cannot  do,  shall  be  attempted  by 
threats ;  Sanballat's  servant  comes  now  the  fifth  time 
with  an  open  letter,  importing  dangerous  intimation^ 
wherein  is  written, "  It  is  reported  among  the  heathen, 
and  Gashmu  saith  it,  that  the  Jews  think  to  rebel ; 
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for  which  cause  thou  buUdest  the  wall,  that  thou 
mayest  be  their  kiuff."  "  It  is  reported :"  and  what 
folsehood  may  not  plead  this  warrant  i  What  can  be 
more  lying  than  report?  "Among  the  heathen:" 
and  who  is  more  ethnic  than  Sanballat  ?  What  Pagan 
can  be  worse  than  a  mongrel  idolater  ?  "And  Gaah- 
mu  saith  it,"  Ask  my  f^ow  else ;  this  Arabian  was 
one  of  those  three  heads  of  all  the  hostile  combination 
a^iust  Jerusalem,  against  Nehemiab.  It  would  be 
wide  with  innocence,  if  enemies  might  be  allowed  to 
accuse.  "  That  the  Jews  think  to  rebel :"  a  stale 
suggestion,  hut  once  powerful ;  malice  hath  learned 
to  miscall  all  actions;  where  the  hands  cannot  be 
taxed,  very  thoughts  are  prejudged :  "  For  which 
cause  thou  buildest  the  wall,  that  thou  mayest  be 
their  king."  He  was  never  true  Israelite,  that  hath 
not  passed  spiteful  slanders  and  misconstructions. 
Artaxerxes  knew  his  servant  too  well,  to  believe  any 
rumour  that  should  have  been  so  shameless.  The 
ambition  of  Nehemiah  was  well  known  to  reach  only 
to  the  cup,  not  the  sceptre  of  his  sovereign  ;  and  vet 
to  make  up  a  sound  tale,  "  Prophets  are  suborned  to 
preach.  There  is  a  king  in  Judah  ;"  as  if  that  loyal 
governor  had  corrupted  the  pulpits  also,  and  had 
taught  them  the  language  of  treason. 

But  what  of  all  this  ?  What  if  some  false  tongue 
have  whispered  such  idle  tales  ?  It  is  not  safe  for 
thee,  0  Nehemiah,  to  contemn  report :  perhaps  this 
news  shall  fly  to  the  court,  and  work  thee  a  deadly 
displeasure,  ere  thou  canst  know  thyself  traduced: 
come,  therefore,  and  let  us  take  counsel  together. 
Surely,  that  man  cannot  be  sparing  of  anything,  that 
is  prodigal  of  his  reputation.  If  aught  under  heaven 
can  fetch  Nehemiah  out  of  his  hold,  it  is  the  care  of 
his  fame.  But  that  warv  governor  sees  a  net  spread 
near  unto  this  stall ;  and  therefore  keeps  aloof,  not 
without  contempt  of  those  sly  devices :  "  There  are 
no  such  things  done  as  thou  sayest,  but  thou  feignest 
them  out  of  uiine  own  heart."-.  Seme  imputations  are 
V  6 
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beat  answered  with  a  neglective  deniaL  It  falla  out 
often,  that  ^laiu  dealing  puts  craft  out  of  countenance. 

Since  neither  force  nor  fraud  can  kill  Nehemiah, 
they  will  now  try  to  draw  him  into  a  sin,  and  thereby 
into  a  reproaoh :  0  Gkid,  that  any  prophet's  tongue 
should  be  mercenary !  Shemaiah  the  seer  is  hired 
by  Tobiah  and  Sanluillat  to  affright  the  governor  with 
the  noise  of  his  intended  murder,  and  to  advise  him, 
for  shelter,  to  fly  to  the  forbidden  refuge  of  the  tem- 
ple. The  colour  was  fiiir.  Violence  is  meant  to  thy 
person,  no  place  but  one  can  promise  thee  safety ;  the 
city  hath  as  yet  no  gates :  come,  therefore,  and  shut 
thyself  up  in  the  temple ;  there  only  shalt  thou  be 
iree  from  all  assaults. 

And  what  if  Nehemiah  had  hearkened  to  this 
counsel  1  Sin  and  shame  had  followed :  that  holy 
place  was  for  none  but  persons  sacred,  such  as  were  ■ 
privileged  by  blood  and  function :  others  should  pre- 
sume and  offend  in  entering :  and  now  what  would 
the  people  say  ?    What  shall  become  of  us,  while  our 

fovemor  hides  his  head  for  fear  1  Where  shall  we 
nd  a  temple  to  secure  us !  What  do  we  depending 
upon  a  cowardly  leader  ? 

Well  did  Nehemiah  forecast  these  circumstances, 
both  of  act  and  event ;  and  therefore  resolving  to 
distrust  a  prophet  that  persuaded  him  to  the  violation 
of  a  law,  he  rejects  the  motion  with  scorn  ;  "Should 
such  a  man  as  I  fly  ?  Should  I  go  into  the  temple  to 
save  my  life  ?  I  will  not  go."  It  is  fit  for  great  per- 
sons to  stand  upon  the  honour  of  their  places  ;  their 
very  stations  should  put  those  spirits  into  them,  that 
should  make  them  hate  to  stoop  unto  base  conditions. 
Had  Gtid  sent  this  message,  we  know  he  hath 
power  to  dispense  with  his  own  laws ;  but  well  might 
the  contradiction  of  a  law  argue  the  message  not  sent 
of  God ;  God,  as  he  is  one,  so  doth  he  perfectly  agree 
with  himself.  If  any  private  spirit  cross  a  written 
word,  let  him  be  accursed 
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CONTEMPLATION  IV. 

AHASOBSCB  PEA8TIS0,  VA8HTI  OAST  OFF,  K8THBE  CHOSBH. 

What  bounds  can  be  set  to  human  ambition  ?  Aha- 
sueruB,  that  is,  Xerxes,  the  son  of  Darius,  is  already 
the  king  of  a  hundred  and  seven  and  twenty  provinces, 
and  now  is  ready  to  fight  for  more.  He  hath  newly 
subdued  Egypt,  and  is  now  addressing  himself  for 
the  conquest  of  Greece.  He  cannot  hope  ever  to  see 
all  the  land  that  he  posseeseth,  and  yet  he  cannot  be 
quiet  while  he  hears  of  mora  Less  than  two  ells  of 
earth  shall  ere  long  serve  him,  whom,  for  the  time, 
a  whole  world  shall  scarce  satisfy ;  in  vain  shall 
a  man  strive  to  have  that  which  he  cannot  enjoy, 
and  to  enjoy  aught  by  mere  relation  :  it  is  a  windy 
happiness  that  is  sought'  in  the  exa^eration  of  those 
titles  which  are  taken  upon  others'  credit,  without  the 
sense  of  the  owner.  Nothing  can  fill  the  heart  of 
man,  but  he  that  made  it. 

This  great  monarch,  partly  in  triumph  of  the  great 
victories  that  he  hath  lately  won  in  EWpt,  and  ^irtly 
for  the  animation  of  his  princes  ana  soldiers  to  his 
future  exploits,  nu^ea  a  feast,  like  himself  royal  and 
magnificent. 

What  is  greatness,  if  it  be  not  showed?  And 
wherein  can  greatness  be  better  shown,  than  in  the 
achievements  of  war,  and  the  entertainments  of  peace? 

All  other  feasts  were  but  hungry  to  this  of  Aha- 
Buerus,  whether  we  regard  the  number  of  guests,  or 
the  largeness  of  preparation,  or  continuance  of  time. 
^During  the  space  of  a  whole  half  year,  all  the  tables 
were  sumptuously  furnished  for  all  comers,  from  India 
to  Ethiopia ;  a  worid  of  meat ;  eveiy  meal  was  so  set 
on,  as  if  it  should  have  been  the  last ;  yet  all  this 
long  feast  hath  an  end,  and  all  this  glory  is  shut  up 
in  Kirgetfuhiess.  What  is  Ahasuerus  the  better,  that 
his  peers  then  said,  he  was  incomparably  great? 
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What  are  his  peers  the  better,  that  they  were  feasted? 
Happy  is  he  that  eate  bread  and  drmka  new  wine  in 
the  kingdom  of  God ;  this  banc^uet  is  for  eternity, 
without  intermission,  without  satiety ! 

What  variety  of  habits,  of  languages,  of  manners, 
met  at  the  boards  of  Ahasuerus  !  What  confluence 
of  strange  guests  was  there  now  to  Sbushan !  And 
leat  the  glory  of  this  great  king  might  seem,  like 
some  coarse  picture,  only  fair  a&r  off,  after  the  princes 
and  nobles  of  the  remote  provinces,  all  the  people  of 
Shushan  are  entertained  for  seven  days,  with  equal 
pomp  and  state.  The  spacious  court  of  the  palace  is 
turned  into  a  royal  hall,  the  walla  are  of  rich  hang- 
ings, the  pillars  of  marble,  the  beds  of  silver  and  gold, 
the  pavement  of  porphyry,  curiously  chequered :  the 
wine  and  the  vessels  strove  whether  should  be  the 
richer,  no  men  drunk  in  worse  than  gold ;  and,  while 
the  metal  was  the  same,  the  form  of  each  cup  waa 
diverse.  The  attendance  was  answerable  to  the  cheer, 
and  the  freedom  matched  both ;  here  was  no  compul- 
sion, either  to  the  measure  or  quality  of  the  draught ; 
every  man's  rule  waa  his  own  cboica  Who  can  but 
blush  to  see  forced  healths  in  Christian  banquets, 
when  the  civility  of  veiy  Pagans  commands  liberty  ? 

I  cannot  but  envy  the  modesty  of  heathen  dames ; 
Yashti,  the  queen,  and  her  ladies,  with  all  the  several 
ranks  of  that  sex,  feast  apart,  entertaining  each  other 
with  a  bashful  courtesy,  without  wantoaneas,  without 
that  wild  scurrility  which  useth  to  haunt  promiscuous 
meetings.  0  shamefiil  unchastity  of  those  loose 
Christians,  who  must  feed  their  lust,  while  they  fill 
their  bellies,  and-  think  the  feast  imperfect,  where 
they  may  not  satiate  their  eye  no  less  than  palate ! 

The  last  day  of  this  pompous  feast  is  now  come 
King  Ahasuerus  is  so  much  more  cheerful,  by  how 
much  his  guests  are  nearer  to  their  dismission.  Eveir 
one  is  wont  to  close  up  his  courtesy  with  so  much 
more  passion,  as  the  last  acts  use  to  make  the  deepOT 
impression     And  now,  that  he  might  at  once  apiaze 
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aud  endear  the  beboldeni,  Yaahti,  the  queen,  in  all 
her  royalty,  is  called  for :  her  eight  shall  shut  uptbe 
feast,  that  the  princes  and  people  may  say,  How- 
happy  is  king  Anasuerus,  not  so  much  in  this  great- 
ness as  in  that  heauty ! 

Seven  officers  of  the  chamher  are  sent  to  carry  the 
message,  to  attend  her  entrance,  and  are  returned 
with  a  denial :  perhaps  Vashti  thought.  What  means 
this  uncouth  motion  ?  more  than  six  months  hath 
this  feast  continued;  and,  all  this  while,  we  have 
enjoyed  the  wonted  liberty  of  our  sex.  Were  the 
king  stm  himself  this  command  could  not  be  sent : 
it  is  the  wine,  and  not  he,  that  is  guilty  of  this  errand ; 
is  it  for  me  to  humour  Mm  in  so  vain  a  desire  ?  Will 
it  agree  with  our  modest  reservedness  to  offer  our- 
selves to  be  gazed  at  by  millions  of  eyes  ?  who  knows 
what  wanton  attempts  may  follow  upon  this  un- 
govemed  excess?  This  veir  message  argues,  that 
wit  and  reason  have  yielded  their  places  to  that  be- 
sotting liquctf.  Nothing  but  absence  can  secure  us 
from  some  unbeseeming  proffer ;  neither  doubt  I,  but 
the  king,  when  he  returns  to  himself,  will  give  ma 
thanks  »)r  so  wise  a  forbearance. 

Thus,  upon  the  conceit,  as  is  likely,  that  her  ptO' 
aence  would  be  either  needless  or  unsafe,  Yashti 
refiiseth  to  come :  although,  perhaps,  her  great  spirit 
thought  much  to  receive  a  command  from  the  hand 
of  officers. 

The  blood  that  is  once  inflamed  with  wine,  is  apt 
to  boil  with  rage ;  Ahasuerus  is  veiy  wroth  with  this 
indigu  repulsa  It  was  the  ostentation  of  his  glory 
and  might  that  he  affected  before  these  princes,  peers, 
people ;  and  now  that  seems  eclipsed,  in  the  shutting 
up  of  all  his  magnificence,  with  the  disgraceful  afiront 
of  a  woman.  It  vexes  him  to  think  that  those 
nobles,  whom  he  meant  to  send  away  astonished 
with  the  admiration  of  his  power  and  majesty, 
should  now  say.  What  boots  it  Ahasuenis  to  rule 
afar  off,  when  he  oannoi  command  at  home  I  in  vain 
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doth  he  boast  to  govern  kings  while  he  is  checked 
by  a  woman. 

Whatever  were  the  intentions  of  Vashti,  surely  her 
disobedience  was  inexcusable.  It  is  not  for  a  good 
wife  to  judge  of  her  husband's  will,  but  to  execute  it ; 
neither  wit  nor  stomach  may  cany  her  into  a  curious 
inquisition  into  the  reasons  of  an  enjoined  charge, 
much  less  to  a  resistance ;  but,  in  a  hood-winked 
simplicity,  she  must  follow  whither  she  is  led,  as  one 
that  holcis  her  chief  praise  to  consist  in  subjection. 

Where  should  the  perfection  of  wisdom  dwell,  if  not 
in  the  courts  of  great  princes  ?  or  what  can  the  trea- 
sures of  monarcns  purchase  more  invaluably  precious 
than  learned  and  judicious  attendance  ?  or  who  can 
be  so  fit  for  honour  as  the  wisest  1 

I  doubt  how  Ahasuerus  could  have  been  so  great, 
if  his  throne  had  not  been  still  compassed  with  them 
that  knew  the  times  and  understood  the  law  and  judg* 
ment.  These  were  his  oracles  in  all  his  doubts,  these 
are  now  consulted  in  this  difficulty;  neither  must 
their  advice  be  secretly  whispered  in  the  king's  ew, 
but  publicly  delivered  in  the  audience  of  all  the  princes. 
It  is  a  perilous  way  that  these  sa^s  are  called  to  go, 
hetwixt  a  husband  and  wife,  especially  of  such  power 
and  eminency ;  yet  Memucan  fears  not  to  pass  a  heavy 
sentence  t^ainst  queen  Vashti ;  "  Vaahti,  the  queen, 
hath  not  done  wrong  to  the  king  only,  but  also  to  all 
the  princes,  and  aU  the  people  that  are  in  all  the 
provinces  of  the  king  Ahasuerus."  A  deep  and  sore 
crimination ;  injuries  are  so  much  more  intolerable  as 
they  are  dilated  unto  more ;  those  offences,  which  are 
of  narrow  extent,  may  receive  an  easy  satisfitction ; 
tbe  amends  are  not  possible  where  the  wrong  is  uni- 
versal :  "  For  this  deed  of  the  queen  shall  come  abroad 
to  aU  women,  so  that  they  shall  despise  their  husbands 
in  their  eyes."  Indeed  so  public  a  fact  must  needs  flv : 
that  concoursegave  fit  opportunity  to  diffuse  it  all  the 
world  over.  The  examples  of  the  great  are  easily 
drawn  into  rules.    Bad  lessons  are  apt  to  be  taken 
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out ;  as  honour,  so  contempt,  falls  down  from  tlie  head 
to  the  skirts,  never  ascentk  from  the  skirts  to  the 
head. 

These  wise  men  are  so  much  the  more  sensible  of 
this  danger,  as  they  saw  it  more  likely  the  case  might 
prove  their  own.  "Likewise  shall  the  ladies  of  Persia 
and  Media  say  this  day  unto  all  the  kings  and  princes." 
The  first  precedents  of  evil  must  he  carefully  avoided. 
If  we  care  to  keep  a  constant  order  in  good,  prudence 
cannot  better  bestir  itself  than  in  keeping  mischief 
from  home. 

The  foundation  of  this  doom  of  Memucan  is  not  laid 
80  deep  for  nothing,  "  If  it  please  the  king,  let  there 
go  a  royal  commandment  from  him,  and  let  it  he 
wiitten  among  the  laws  of  the  Persians  and  Medians, 
that  it  be  not  altered,  that  Yashti  come  no  more  before 
Ahasuerus  ;  and  let  the  king  give  her  royal  estate  to 
another  that  is  better  than  she."  How  bold  a  word 
was  tjiis,  and  bow  hazardous  !  Had  Ahasuerus  more 
loved  the  beauty  of  Vashti  than  his  honour,  Memuoan 
bad  spoken  against  his  own  life.  Howsoever,  a  queen 
of  so  great  spirit  could  not  want  strength  of  fevour 
and  faction  in  the  Persian  court,  which  could  not  but 
take  fire  at  so  desperate  a  motion,  Faithfiil  states- 
men, over-looking  private  respects,  must  bend  their 
eyes  upon  public  dangers,  labouring  to  prevent  a  com- 
mon mischief  though  with  the  adventure  of  their  own. 
Nature  had  taught  these  Pagans  the  necessity  of  a 
female  subjection,  and  the  hate  and  scorn  of  a  proud 
disobedience.  They  have  unlearned  the  veiy  dictates 
of  nature  that  can  abide  the  head  to  be  set  below 
the  rib. 

I  cannot  say  but  Vashti  was  worthy  of  a  sharp  cen- 
sure, I  cannot  say  she  was  worthy  a  repudiation.  This 
plaister  drew  too  hard :  it  was  but  Heathen  justice  to 
publish  the  wife's  disobedience,  in  one  indifferent  act, 
with  a  divorce.  Nothing  but  the  violation  of  the 
marriage-bed  can  either  break  or  untie  the  knot  of 
marriage.     Had  she  not  been  a  queen,  had  not  that 
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contemptuouB  act  been  public,  the  sentence  bad  not 
been  so  hard;  nowthepunishmentmustbeexemphu?, 
leat  the  sin  should  be  so.  Hanj  a  one  had  smarted 
less,  if  their  persons,  if  their  pkce  had  been  meaner. 

The  king,  the  princes,  approve  this  heavy  judgment 
of  Memucan :  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  mir  &ce  of 
Vashti  to  warrant  her  stomach.  No  doubt  many 
messages  passed  ere  the  rigour  of  this  execution.  That 
great  heart  knows  not  to  relent,  but  will  rather  break 
than  yield  to  an  humble  deprecation.  When  the  stone 
and  the  steel  meet,  fire  is  stricken :  it  is  a  soft  answer 
that  sppeaseth  wrath.  Vashti  is  cast  off.  Letters  are 
sent  from  the  king  into  all  his  provinces,  to  command 
that  every  man  should  rule  at  home :  the  court  affords 
them  an  awful  pattern  of  authority.  Had  not  Ahasu- 
erus  doated  much  upon  Vashti'a  beauty,  he  had  not 
called  her  forth  at  the  feast  to  be  wondered  at  by  his 
peers  and  people ;  yet  now  he  so  feels  the  wound  of 
his  reputation,  that  be  foigets  he  ever  felt  any  wound 
of  his  afiection.  Even  the  greatest  love  maybe  over- 
strained :  it  is  not  safe  presuming  upon  the  deepest 
assurances  of  deamess.  There  is  no  heart  that  may 
not  be  estranged  It  is  not  possible  that  great  jtrinces 
should  want  soothing  up  in  all  their  inclinations,  in 
all  their  actions.  While  Ahasuerus  is  following  the 
chase  of  his  ambition,  in  the  wars  of  Greece,  his  fol- 
lowers are  providing  for  bis  lust  at  home.  Nothing 
could  sound  more  pTeaeing  to  a  carnal  ear  than  that 
all  the  fair  young  virgins  throughout  all  bis  dominions 
should  be  gathered  into  his  pahtce  at  Shushan  for  hia 
assay  and  choice.  The  decree  is  soon  published :  the 
charge  is  committed  to  Hegai,  the  king's  chamberlain, 
both  of  their  purification  and  ornaments. 

What  strife,  what  emulation  was  now  amongst  all 
the  Persian  damsels,  that  either  were,  or  thought 
themselves  fair !  Every  one  hopes  to  be  a  queen,  and 
sees  no  reason  why  any  other  should  be  thought  more 
(excellent.  How  happy  were  we  if  we  could  be  so  am- 
bitious of  our  espousals  to  the  King  of  heaven ! 
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Amongst  all  this  throng  of  virginB,  Qoi  hath  pro- 
vided a  ■wife  for  Abasuerus,  havmg  determined  hia 
choice,  where  most  advanta^^e  shall  rise  to  his  forlorn 
people. 

The  JewB  were  miserably  scattered  over  the  world, 
iu  that  woful  deportation  under  Jeconiab  ;  scarce  a 
handful  of  them  returned  to  Jerusalem :  the  rest  re- 
mained still  dispersed,  where  thej  ma;  but  have 
leave  to  live.  There  are  many  thousands  of  them 
turned  over  with  the  Babylonian  monarcbr,  to  the 
Persian :  amongst  the  rest  was  Uordecai,  tne  son  of 
Jair,  of  the  tribe  of  Bei^amin,  a  man  of  no  mean  note 
or  ability,  wbo,  living  in  Shushan,  had  brought  up 
Hadassah,  or  Esther,  hia  uncle's  daughter,  in  a  liberal 
fashion;  it  waa  happy  for  this  orphan  that,  in  a  region 
of  captivity,  she  hghted  into  such  good  hands.  Her 
wise  kinsman  finds  it  fit  that  her  breeding  and 
habit  should  be  Persian-like ;  in  outward  and  civil 
forms,  there  waa  no  need  to  va,ry  from  the  heathen  ; 
her  religion  muat  be  her  own ;  the  rest  was  so 
altogether  theirs,  that  her  very  nation  was  not  dis- 
cerned. 

The  same  God  that  had  given  inoomparable  beauty 
to  this  Jewess,  gave  her  also  favour  m  the  eyes  of 
Hegai,  the  keeper  of  the  women :  she  is  not  only 
taken  into  the  Persian  court  as  one  of  the  selected 
virgins,  but  observed  with  more  than  ordinary  respect ; 
all  necessaries  for  her  speedy  purification  are  brought 
to  her ;  seven  maids  are  allowed  for  her  attendance, 
and  the  beat  and  most  honourable  place  in  that  se- 
raglio is  allotted  to  her ;  as  if  this  great  officer  had 
designed  her  for  a  queen,  before  the  choice  of  hia 
master. 

What  strange  preparation  was  here  for  the  impiire 
bed  of  a  heathen !  every  virgin  must  be  six  months 
purified  with  the  oil  of  myrm,  and  six  other  mouths 
perAmied  with  sweet  odours,  besides  those  special 
receipts  that  were  allowed  to  each,  upon  their  own 
election.     0  Crod,  what  care,  what  cost  is  requisite  to 
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that  Boul  whicli  should  he  addressed  a  fit  bride  for 
thine  own  toly  and  glorious  Uiuesty ! 

When  we  have  scoured  ourselves  with  the  cleanest 
oil  of  our  repentance,  and  have  perfumed  ourselves 
with  thy  best  graces,  and  our  perfectest  obedience, 
it  is  the  only  pnuse  of  thy  mercy  that  we  may  be 
accepted 

The  other  virgins  passed  their  probation  unregarded. 
When  Esther's  turn  came,  though  she  required  nothing, 
but  took  what  was  given  her ;  thougn  she  affected 
nothing,  but  brought  that  face,  that  demeanour  which 
nature  had  cast  upon  her,  no  eye  sees  her  without 
admiration :  the  king  takes  such  pleasure  in  her 
beauty,  that,  contemning  all  the  other  vulgar  forma,  his 
choice  is  fully  fixed  upon  her.  All  things  must  pros- 
per, where  God  hath  intended  the  success.  The  most 
wise  providence  of  the  Almighty  fetches  his  projects 
from  far :  the  preparation  and  advantage  of  his  own 
people  is  in  hand ;  for  the  contriving  of  this,  Vashti 
shall  be  abandoned,  the  virgins  shall  be  chosen  ;  Es- 
ther only  shall  please  Ahasuerus,  Korde<'ai  shall  dis- 
^ease  Haman ;  Haman's  ruin  shall  raise  Mordecai. 
The  purposes  of  God  cannot  be  judged  by  bis  remote 
actions ;  only  the  accomplishment  shows  his  designs ; 
in  the  mean  time,  it  pleaseth  him  to  look  another 
way  than  be  moves,  and  to  work  his  own  ends  by 
arbitrary  and  unkindly  accidents. 

None  but  Esther  shall  succeed  Vaahti,  she  only 
carries  the  heart  of  Ahasuerus  from  all  her  sex  ;  the 
royal  crown  is  set  upon  her  head  ;  and  as  Vashti  was 
wst  off  at  a  feast,  so  with  a  solemn  feast  shall  Esther 
be  e^ioused ;  here  wanted  no  triumph  to  express  the 
joy  of  this  great  bridegroom,  and,  that  the  worn  might 
witness  he  could  be  no  less  loving  than  severe,  all  his 
provinces  shall  feel  the  pleasure  of  this  happy  match, 
in  their  immunities,  in  their  rich  gifts.    - 

With  what  envious  eyes  do  we  think  Vashfi  looked 
upon  her  glorious  rival !  hbw  doth  she  now,  though 
too  late,  secretly  chide  her  peevish  will,  that  had  thus 
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stript  her  of  her  royal  crown,  and  made  way  for  a 
more  happy  successor !  little  did  she  think  her  re- 
peal coiud  have  bad  80  heinoue  a  construction ;  little 
did  she  fear,  that  one  word,  perhaps  not  ill  meant, 
should  have  forfeited  her  husband,  her  crown,  and 
all  that  she  was.  Whoso  is  not  wise  enough  to  fore- 
cast the  danger  of  an  oflence,  or  indiscretion,  may 
have  leisure  enough  of  an  unseasonable  repentance. 

That  mind  is  truly  great  and  noble  that  is  not 
changed  with  the  highest  prosperity  ;  queen  Esther 
cannot  forget  her  cousin  Mordecai ;  no  pomp  can 
make  her  slight  the  charge  of  so  dear  a  kinsman :  in 
all  her  royalty  she  casts  her  eye  upon  him  amongst 
the  throng  of  beholders,  but  she  must  not  know  him ; 
her  obedience  keeps  her  in  awe,  and  will  not  sufTer 
her  to  draw  him  up  with  her  to  the  participation  of 
her  honour :  it  troubles  her  not  a  little  to  forbear 
this  duty,  but  she  must ;  it  is  enough  for  ber,  that 
Uordecai  hath  commanded  her  not  be  known,  who, 
or  whose  she  was. 

Perhaps  the  wise  Jew  feared,  that,  while  her  honour 
was  yet  green  and  unsettled,  the  notice  of  her  nation, 
and  the  name  of  a  despised  captive,  might  be  some 
blemish  to  her  in  that  proud  court ;  whereas  after- 
wards, upon  the  merit  of  her  carriage,  and  the  full 
possession  of  all  hearts,  her  name  might  dignify  her 
nation,  and  countermand  all  reproaches. 

Mordecai  was  an  officer  in  the  court  of  Ahasuerus ; 
his  service  called  him  daily  to  attend  in  the  king's 
Kite ;  much  better  might  he,  being  a  Jew,  serve  a 
Pagan  master,  than  his  foster-daughter  might  ascend 
to  a  Pagan's  bed. 

If  the  necessity  or  convenience  of  his  occasiops 
called  him  to  serve,  his  piety  and  religion  called  him 
to  faithfulness  in  his  service :  two  of  the  king's  . 
chamberlains,  Bigthana  and  Teresh,  conspire  against 
the  life  of  tbeir  sovereign.  No  greatness  can  secure 
from  treacheiT  or  violence :  he  that  ruled  over  mil- 
lioos  of  men,  through  a  hundred  and  seven  and  twenty 
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provinces,  cannot  assure  himself  from  the  hand  of  a 
villain  ;  he,  that  had  the  power  of  other  men's  lives, 
is  in  danger  of  his  own,  Happy  is  that  man  that  is 
once  possessed  of  a  crown  incorruptible,  nnfadeable, 
reserved  for  him  in  heaven :  no  force,  no  reason  can 
reach  thither ;  there  can  be  no  peril  of  either  violence 
or  forfeiture. 

The  likeliest  defence  of  the  person  of  any  prince  is 
the  fidelity  of  his  attendants :  Mordecai  overhears  the 
whispering  of  these  wicked  conspirators,  and  reveals 
it  to  Esther ;  she  (as  glad  of  such  an  opportunity  to 
commend  unto  Amiauenis  the  loyalty  of  him  whom 
she  durst  but  secretly  honour)  reveals  it  to  the  king ; 
the  circumstances  are  examined,  the  plot  is  discover^ 
the  traitors  executed,  the  servioe  recorded  in  the 
Persian  annals.  A  good  foundation  is  thus  laid  for 
Uordecai's  advancement,  which  yet  is  not  over-hast- 
ened on  either  part ;  worthy  dispositions  labour  only 
to  deserve  well,  leaving  the  care  of  their  remuneration 
to  them  whom  it  concerns :  it  is  fit  that  Ckid's  leisure 
should  be  attended  in  all  his  designments.  The  hour 
is  set  when  Mordecai  shall  be  raised :  if  in  the  mean 
time  there  be  an  intervention,  not  only  of  neglect, 
but  of  fears  and  dangers,  all  these  shall  make  hia 
honour  so  much  more  sweet,  more  precious. 


CONTEMPLATION  V. 


Bbsidkb  the  charge  of  his  office,  the  care  of  Elstber's 
prosperity  calls  Mordecai  to  the  king's  gate,  and  fixes 
him  there :  with  what  inward  contentment  did  he 
think  of  his  so  royal  pupil !  Here  I  sit  among  my 
fellows ;  little  doth  the  world  think  that  mine  adopted 
child  sits  in  the  throne  of  Persia ;  that  the  great  em- 
press of  the  world  owes  herself  to  me  :  I  might  have 
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more  honour,  I  could  not  hifre  so  much  secret  com- 
fort, if  all  ^ushajL  knew  what  interest  I  have  in 
queen  Esther. 

While  his  heart  is  taken  up  with  these  thoughts, 
who  should  come  ruffling  hy  him,  hut  the  new-raised 
fiivourite  of  king  Ahaauerus,  Haman  the  son  of  Ame- 
datha  the  Agagite  !  him  hath  the  great  king  unex- 
pectedly advanced,  and  set  his  seat  above  all  the 
princes  that  were  with  him.  The  gracious  respects 
of  princes  are  not  always  led  by  merit,  but  by  their 
own  will,  which  is  ever  affected  to  be  so  much  the 
freer,  as  themselves  would  be  held  more  great. 

when  the  sun  shines  upon  the  dial,  every  passenger 
will  be  looking  at  it ;  there  needed  no  command  of 
reverence  where  Ahasuerus  was  pleased  to  counte- 
nanoe  ;  all  knees  will  bow  alone,  even  to  forbidden 
idols  of  honour ;  how  much  more  where  royal  autho- 
rity enjoins  obeisance !  All  the  servants,  all  the  sub- 
jects of  king  Ahasuerus,  are  willingly  prostrate  before 
this  great  minion  of  their  sovereign  ;  only  Mordecai 
stands  stiff,  as  if  he  saw  nothing  more  than  a  man  in 
that  proud  Agagite. 

They  are  not  observed  that  do  as  the  most,  but  if 
any  one  man  shall  vary  from  the  multitude,  all  eyes 
are  turned  upon  him  :  Mordecai's  fellow-oflScers  note 
this  palpable  irreverence,  and  expostulate  it ;  "  Why 
tmnsgressest  thou  the  king's  commandment  ?"  Con- 
Biderest  thou  not  how  far  this  affront  reacheth  ?  it  ia 
not  the  person  of  Haman  whom  thou  relusest  to  adore, 
but  the  king  in  him  :  neither  do  we  regard  so  much 
the  man,  as  the  command ;  let  him  be  never  so  vile 
whom  the  king  bids  to  be  honoured,  with  what  safety 
«an  a  subject  examine  the  chai^,  or  resist  it  ?  hia 
unworthiness  cannot  dispense  with  our  loyalty. 

What  a  dangerous  wilfulness  should  it  be  to  incur 
the  forfeiture  of  thy  place,  of  thy  life,  for  a  courtesy ! 
If  thou  wilt  not  Bow  with  others,  expect  to  suffer 
alone  ;  perhaps  they  thought  this  omission  was  un- 
heedy,  in  a  case  of  ignorance  or  incogitancy ;  it  was 
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a  friendly  office  to  adnonish  j  the  sight  of  the  error 
had  been  the  remedy. 

Mordecai  hears  tlieir  challenee,  their  advice,  and 
thinks  good  to  answer  both  wifti  silence,  as  willing 
they  should  ima^ne  his  inflexibleness  proceeded  from 
a  resolution,  and  that  resolution  upon  some  secret 
^unds,  which  he  needed  not  impart :  at  last  yet  he 
imparts  thus  much,  Let  it  suffice  that  I  am  a  Jew, 
and  Haman  an  Amalekite. 

After  a  private  expostulation,  the  continuance  of 
that  open  n^lect  ia  construed  for  a  sullen  obstinacy ; 
and  now  the  monitors  themselves  grow  sensible  of 
the  contempt :  men  are  commonly  impatient  to  lose 
the  thank  of  their  endeavours,  and  are  prone  to  hate 
whom  they  cannot  reform.  Partly  therefore  to  pick 
a  thank,  and  partly  to  revenge  this  contumacy,  these 
officers  turn  informers  against  Mordecai,  neither  meant 
to  make  the  matter  fairer  than  it  was ;  they  tell  H»- 
man,  how  proud  and  stubborn  a  Jew  sat  amongst 
them ;  how  ill  they  could  brook  so  saucy  an  afiront 
to  be  offered  to  his  greatness ;  how  seriously  they 
had  expostulated,  how  stomachftilly  the  offender  per^ 
sisted ;  and  beseech  him  that  he  would  be  please*^  in 
his  next  passage,  to  cast  some  glances  that  way,  and 
but  observe  the  passion  of  that  intolerable  insolency. 
The  proud  Agagite  cannot  long  endure  the  very  ex- 
pectation of  such  an  indignity :  on  purpose  doth  he 
stalk  thither,  with  higher  than  his  ordinary  steps,  snuff- 
ing up  the  air  as  he  goes,  and  would  see  the  man  that 
durst  deny  reverence  to  the  greatest  prince  of  Persia. 

Mordecai  holds  his  old  posture,  only  he  is  so  much 
more  careless,  as  he  sees  Haman  more  disdainful  and 
injurious ;  neither  of  them  goes  about  to  bide  his  pas- 
sion  ;  one  looked,  as  if  he  bad  said,  I  hate  the  pride  of 
Haman,  the  other  looked,  as  if  he  had  said,  I  will  plague 
the  contempt  of  MordecaL  How  did  the  eyes  of  Ha- 
man sparkle  with  fury,  and  as  it  Were  dart  out  deadly 
heams  in  the  fece  of  that  despiteful  Jew !  how  did 
he  swell  with  indignation,  and  then  again  wax  pale 
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with  anger !  shortly,  his  very  brow  and  his  motion 
bade  Mordecai  look  for  the  utmost  of  revenge. 

Mordecai  foreseeB  his  danger,  and  contemns  it ;  no 
frowns,  no  threats  can  supple  those  joints  :  he  may 
break,  he  will  not  bow. 

What  shall  we  say  then  to  this  obfirmed  resolution 
of  Mordecai  ?  what  is  it,  what  can  it  be,  that  so  stiffens 
the  knees  of  Mordecai,  that  death  is  more  easy  to 
him  than  their  incurration  ?  Certainly,  if  mere  civi- 
lity were  in  question,  this  wiliul  irreverence  to  so 
great  a  peer  could  not  pass  without  the  just  censure 
of  a  rude  perverseness.  It  is  religion  that  forbids 
this  obeisance,  and  tells  him  that  such  courtesy  could 
not  be  free  from  sin ;  whether  it  were,  that  more  than 
human  honour  was  required,  to  this  new-erected 
image  of  the  great  king,  as  the  Persians  were  ever 
wont  to  be  noted  for  too  much  lavishness  in  these 
courtly  devotions,  or  whether  it  were,  that  the  ancient 
curse,  wherewith  God  had  branded  the  blood  and 
stock  of  Ilaman,  made  it  unlawful  for  an  Israelite  to 
give  him  any  observance :  for  the  Amalekites,  of 
whose  royal  Une  Hainan  was  descended,  were  the  na- 
tion with  which  Qod  bad  sworn  perpetual  hostility. 
Mid  whose  memoiy  he  had  straitly  charged  his  people 
to  root  out  from  under  heaven ;  how  may  I,  thinks  ne, 
adore  where  God  commands  me  to  detest  ?  how  may 
I  profess  respect,  where  God  professeth  enmity !  how 
may  1  contribute  to  the  establishment  of  that  seed 
upon  earth,  which  God  hath  charged  to  he  pulled  up 
ft^om  under  heaven  ?  Outward  actions  of  inmfferency, 
when  once  they  are  felt  to  trench  upon  the  conscience, 
lay  deep  obligations  upon  the  soul,  even  while  they 
are  most  slighted  by  careless  hearts. 

In  what  a  flame  of  wrath  doth  Haman  live  this 
while !  wherewith  he  could  not  but  have  consumed 
his  own  heart,  had  he  not  given  vent  to  that  rage  in 
his  assured  purposes  of  revenge.  Great  men's  anger 
is  like  to  themselves,  strong,  fierce,  ambitious  of  an 
excessive  satisfaction.    Haman  scorns  to  take  up  with 
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the  blood  of  Hordecai,  this  were  but  a  vulgar  amends  ; 
poor  meo  can  kill  where  thej  hate,  and  expiate  their 
own  wrong  with  the  life  of  a  single  enemy.  Haman'a 
fiiiy  shall  Sj  a  higher  pitch  ;  millions  of  throatB  are 
few  enough  to  bleed  for  this  offence :  it  ia  a  Jew  that 
hath  deepited  him  ;  all  the  whole  nation  of  the  Jews 
shall  periah  for  the  atomach  of  this  one.  The  mo- 
narchy of  the  world  was  now  in  the  hand  of  the  Per- 
sian :  as  Judea  was  within  this  compass,  so  there  waa 
scarce  a  Jew  upon  earth  without  the  verge  of  the 
Persian  dominions :  the  generation,  the  name  shall 
now  die  at  once  ;  neither  shall  there  be  any  memory 
of  them  but  ihis,  There  was  a  people,  which  having 
been  famous  through  the  world  for  three  thousand 
four  hundred  and  fourscore  years,  were,  in  a  moment, 
extinct  by  the  power  of  Hamsn,  for  default  of  a 
courtesy. 

Perhaps  that  hereditary  grudge  and  old  antipathy, 
that  was  betwixt  Israel  and  Amalek,  stuck  still  in 
the  heart  of  this  Agagite ;  he  might  know  that  God 
had  commanded  Israel  to  root  out  Amalek  from  under 
heaven ;  and  now  therefore  an  Amalekite  shall  be 
ready  to  take  this  advantage  against  IsraeL  It  is 
extreme  injustice  to  dilate  the  punishment  beyond 
the  offence,  and  to  enwrap  thousands  of  innocents 
within  the  trespass  of  one.  How  many  that  were  yet 
nnbom,  when  Hamau  was  unsaluted,  most  rue  the 
feet  they  lived  not  to  know !  How  many  millions  of 
Jews  were  then  living  that  knew  not  there  was  a 
Uordecai !  all  of  them  are  fetched  into  one  condition, 
and  must  suffer,  ere  they  can  know  their  offenca  Oh 
the  infinite  distance  betwixt  the  unjust  cruelty  of 
men,  and  the  just  mercies  of  the  Almighty!  Even 
Caiaphas  himself  could  say,  "  It  is  better  that  one 
man  die,  than  that  all  the  people  should  perish  ;"  and 
here  Haman  can  say,  "  It  is  better  that  all  the  People 
should  perish,  than  that  one  man  should  die."  Thy 
mercy,  0  God,  by  the  willing  death  of  one  that  had 
not  smned,  hath  defrayed  the  just  death  of  a  world  of 
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ainners .'  vbile  the  injurious  riffour  of  a  man,  for  the 
supposed  fault  of  one,  would  destroy  a  whole  nation 
that  had  not  ofiended.  It  ib  true,  that  by  the  sin  of 
one,  death  reigned  over  all ;  but  it  was,  because  all 
sinned  in  that  one ;  had  not  all  men  been  in  Adam, 
all  had  not  &Uen  in  him,  all  had  not  died  in  him ;  it 
was  not  the  man,  but  mankind  that  fell  into  sin,  and 
by  sin  into  death.  No  man  can  complain  of  punish- 
ment, while  no  man  can  exempt  himself  &om  the 
transgression.  ITnmerciful  Haman  would  have  im- 
brued his  hands  in  that  blood,  which  he  could  not  but 
confess  innocent. 

It  is  a  rare  thing,  if  the  height  of  favour  cause  not 
presumption :  such  is  Haman's  greatnes;^  that  he 
takes  his  design  for  granted,  ere  it  can  receive  a  mo- 
tion: the  fittest  days  for  this  great  massacre  are  de- 
termined by  the  lots  of  their  common  divination  : 
according  whereunto,  Haman  chooseth  the  hour  of 
this  bloody  suit ;  and  now,  waited  on  by  opportunity, 
he  addresseth  himself  to  king  Ahasuerus :  "  There 
is  a  certain  people  scattered  abroad,  and  dispersed 
among  the  people,  in  all  the  provinces  of  thy  kingdom, 
and  their  laws  are  diverse  from  all  people :  neither 
keep  they  the  king's  laws,  therefore  it  is  not  for  the 
king's  profit  to  suffer  them :  if  it  please  the  king,  let 
it  be  written  that  they  may  be  destroyed,  and  I  will 
pay  ten  thousand  talents  of  silver  to  the  hands  of  the 
officers."  With  what  cunninghath  this  man  couched 
bia  malice .'  he  doth  not  say,  There  is  a  Jew  that  hath 
afironted  me,  let  me  be  avenged  of  his  nation  ;  this 
rancour  was  too  monstrous  to  be  confessed  ;  perhaps 
this  suggestion  might  have  bred  in  the  mind  of  Aha- 
suerus a  conceit  of  Haman's  ill-nature,  and  intolerable 
immanity :  but  his  pretences  are  plausible,  and  such 
as  drive  at  no  other  than  the  public  good :  every  word 
hath  his  insinuation, "  It  is  a  scattered  people :"  were 
the  nation  entire,  their  maintenance  could  not  but 
stand  with  the  king's  honour  ;  but  now  since  they 
are  but  stragglers,  as  their  loss  would  be  insensible, 
x2 
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SO  their  continuance  and  mixture  cannot  but  be  pre- 
judicial :  it  was  not  tbe  fault,  it  was  the  miseiy  of 
these  poor  Jews  that  they  were  dispersed,  and 
now  their  dispersion  is  made  an  argument  of  their 
extirpation :  tnerefore  must  they  be  destroyed  from 
the  earth,  because  they  were  scattered  over  tbe  earth. 
As  good,  so  evils  draw  on  each  other ;  that  which 
should  plead  for  pity  in  the  well-affected,  is  a  motive 
to  cruelty  in  sava^  minds.  Seldom  ever  hath  ex- 
tremity of  mischief  seized  where  easier  afflictions  have 
not  been  billeted  before. 

All  &ithful  Jews  had  wont  to  say  unto  God,  "  Have 
mercy  upon  us,  0  God,  and  save  us,  for  our  soul  is 
full  of  contempt,  and  we  are  scattered  amongst  the 
Heathen  ;"  and  here  this  enemy  can  say  of  them  to 
Aha^uerus,  "  Destroy  them,  for  they  are  scattered  t" 
root  them  out,  for  they  are  condemned.  How  much 
better  is  it  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  God,  than  of  men, 
since  that  which  whets  the  sword  of  men,  works  com- 
mberation  in  the  Almighty !  besides  the  dissipation 
of  the  persons,  "  Their  laws  are  diverse  &om  all 
people."  All  other  people  live  by  thy  laws,  they  onl^ 
by  their  own :  and  now  can  this  singularity  of  their 
fashions  but  breed  disorder  and  inconvenience  ?  Did 
they  live  in  some  comer  of  the  earth  apart,  the  differ- 
ence in  religion  and  government  coiild  not  import 
much  ;  now,  that  they  are  dispersed  amongst  all  thy 
subjects,  what  do  these  uncouth  forms  of  theirs  but 
teach  all  the  world  to  be  irregular  1  why  should  they 
live  under  thy  protection,  that  will  not  be  governed 
by  thy  laws  ? 

Wicked  Haman !  what  were  the  laws  of  Israel  but 
the  laws  of  God  ?  if  this  be  a  quarrel,  what  shall  the 
death  of  the  Jews  be  other  than  martyrdom  ? 

The  diversity  of  judgment  and  practice  from  the 
rest  of  the  world,  hath  been  an  old  and  envious  impu- 
tation cast  upon  God'a  church.  What  if  we  be  singled 
from  others  while  we  walk  with  God  ?  In  matters 
lawful,  arbitrary,  indifferent,  wisdom  teaches  us  to 
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conform  ourselves  to  all  others ;  but  where  God  hath 
laid  a  special  imposition  upon  us,  we  must  either  vary 
or  sin.  The  greatest  glory  of  Israel  was  their  laws, 
wherein  they  as  far  exceeded  all  other  nations,  as 
heaven  is  above  earth  ;  yet  here  their  laws  are  quar- 
relled, and  are  made  the  inducements  of  their  de- 
struction. It  is  not  possible  that  the  church  of  God 
should  escape  persecution,  while  that  which  it  hath 
KOod  is  maligned,  while  that  offends  which  makes  it 
happy. 

Yet  that  they  have  laws  of  their  own  were  not  so 
unsufferable,  if  withal  they  did  observe  thine,  0  king ; 
but  these  Jews,  as  they  are  unconformable,  so  they 
are  seditious:  "They  keep  not  the  king's  laws." 
Thou  slanderest,  Haman  ;  they  could  not  keep  their 
own  laws,  if  they  kept  not  the  king's ;  for  their  laws 
call  them  to  obedience  unto  their  sovereigns,  and 
adjudge  hell  to  the  rebellious.  In  all  those  nundred 
and  seven  and  twenty  provinces,  king  Ahasuerus 
hath  no  subjects  but  them  ;  they  obey  out  of  con- 
science, others  out  of  fear :  why  are  they  charged  with 
that,  which  they  do  most  abhor  t  what  can  be  the 
ground  of  this  crimination  ?  Ahasuerus  commanded 
all  knees  to  bow  to  Haman:  a  Jew  only  refuses. 
Malicious  Haman  !  he  that  refused  to  bow  unto  thee, 
had  sufficiently  approved  his  loyalty  to  Ahasuerus ; 
Ahasuerus  had  not  been,  if  Mordecai  had  not  been  a 
good  subject.  Hath  the  king  no  laws,  but  what  con- 
cern thine  adoration  ?  Set  aside  religion,  (wherein 
the  Jew  is  ready  to  present,  if  not  active,  yet  passive 
obedience,)  and  name  that  Persian  law  which  a 
Jew  dares  break. 

As  I  never  yet  read  or  heard  of  a  eonacionable 
Ismelite  that  hath  not  passed  under  this  calumniation, 
BO  I  cannot  yield  him  a  true  Israelite  that  deserves  it. 

In  vain  doth  he  profess  to  acknowledge  a  God  in 
heaven  that  denies  homage  to  hia  deputy  on  earth. 

"  It  is  not  for  the  king's  profit  to  suffer  them." 

Worldly  hearts  are  not  led  by  good  or  evil,  hut  by 
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profit  or  loss ;  neitlier  have  they  grace  to  know,  that 
nothing  is  profitable  but  what  is  honest,  nothing  so 
desperately  incommodious  as  wickedness  ;  they  must 
needs  ofi'end  by  rule  that  measure  all  things  by  ppi>- 
fit,  and  measure  profit  hy  their  imagination.  How 
easy  ia  it  to  suggest  strange  untruths,  when  there  is 
nobody  to  make  answer !  False  Ham  an,  how  is  it  not 
for  the  king's  profit  to  suff'er  the  Jews  ?  if  thou  con- 
strue this  profit  for  honour,  the  king's  honour  ia  in  the 
multitude  of  subjects ;  and  what  people  more  nu- 
merous than  they  ?  If  for  gain,  the  king's  profit  is  in 
the  lareeness  of  his  tributes ;  and  what  people  are 
more  deep  in  their  payments  ?  If  for  service,  what 
people  are  more  officious  ?  How  can  it  stand  with  the 
king's  profit  to  bereave  himself  of  aubjects,  his  subjects 
of  taeir  lives,  his  exchequer  of  their  tributes,  hia  state 
of  their  defence  ?  He  is  a  weak  politician  that  knows 
not  to  gild  over  the  worst  project  with  a  pretence  of 
public  utility.  Ko  name  und^-  heaven  hath  made  so 
many  fools,  so  many  villains,  as  this  of  profit. 

Lastly,  aa  Ahasuerus  reaps  nothing  but  diaprofit  by 
the  Uvea  of  the  Jews,  so  he  shall  reap  no  small  profit 
by  their  deaths ;  "  I  will  pay  ten  thousand  talents 
of  silver  to  the  king's  treasury  for  this  eiecution," 
If  revenge  were  not  very  sweet  to  the  malicious  maai, 
he  could  not  be  content  to  purchase  it  at  so  high  a 
rate.  How  do  we  see  daily,  that  the  thirst  hereof 
carries  men  to  a  riotous  prodigality  of  estate,  body, 
soul! 

Cruel  Haman,  if  thou  eouldst  have  awimmed  in  a 
whole  sea  of  Jewish  blood,  if  thou  eouldst  have  raised 
mountains  of  thoir  carcasea,  if  thou  couldat  have  made 
all  Persia  thy  shambles,  who  would  have  given  thee 
one  farthing  for  all  those  piles  of  flesh,  for  all  those 
streams  of  blood  ?  yea,  who  would  not  rather  have 
been  at  charge  for  the  avoiding  of  the  annoyances  of 
those  slaughtered  bodies  whiM  thou  oflereat  to  buy 
at  ten  thousand  talents  1  It  were  a  happy  thing  if 
charity  could  enlarge  itself  but  so  much  as  nuJice  ;  if 
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the  preBervation  of  mankind  could  be  bo  much  beholden 
to  our  bounty  as  the  destruction. 

Now  when  all  these  are  laid  together,  the  baseness 
and  disperaedness  of  the  people,  the  diversity  of  the 
laws,  the  irregularity  of  their  government,  the  re- 
bellion of  their  practice,  the  inconvenience  of  their 
toleration,  the  gain  of  their  extirpation ;  what  could 
the  wit  or  art  of  maft  doviae  more  inainuative,  more 
likdy  to  persuade  1  How  could  it  be,  but  Ahasuerus 
muet  needs  think,  (since  he  could  not  suspect  the 
ground  of  this  suit,)  what  a  zealous  patriot  have  I 
raised,  that  can  be  content  to  buy  off  the  iucommodity 
of  the  state  at  his  own  charge!  how  worthy  is  he  rather 
of  the  aid,  both  of  my  power  and  purse  !  why  should 
I  be  fee'd  to  ease  my  kingdoms  of  rebels  ?  "The  silver 
is  given  to  thee,  the  people  also,  to  do  with  them  as 
Beemeth  good  to  thee."  Without  all  delay,  the  secre- 
taries are  called  to  write  the  warrants,  the  king's  ring 
is  given  to  seal  them,  the  posts  are  sent  out  to  cany 
them  into  all  provinces.  The  day  is  set  wherein  all 
Jews,  of  all  ages,  of  both  sexes,  through  the  hundred 
and  seven  and  twenty  provinces  of  the  king,  shall  be 
sacrificed  to  the  wrath  of  Haman. 

In  all  the  carriage  of  Ahasuerus,  who  sees  not  too 
much  headiness  of  pas^on  ?  Vashti  is  cast  off  for  a 
trifie,  the  Jews  are  given  to  the  slaughter  for  nothing ; 
his  rage  in  the  one,  bis  favour  in  the  other,  is  too  im- 
potent. He  is  not  a  worse  husband  than  a  king :  the 
bare  word  of  Haman  is  enough  to  kill  so  many  sub- 
jects. No  disposition  can  be  more  dangerous  in  great 
persons  than  violence  of  aflection  mixed  with  credulity. 
Oh  the  seeming  ineqtiality  of  human  conditions !  "The 
king  and  Haman  sat  down  to  drink,  hut  the  city  of 
Shushan  was  perplexed."  It  is  a  woflil  thing  to  see 
great  ones  quaff  the  tears  of  the  oppressed,  apd  to 
hear  them  make  music  of  shrieks. 

With  what  lamentation  do  we  think  all  the  syna- 
gogues of  Jews,  through  the  world,  received  this  &tal 
jneas^e  of  their  proclaimed  destruction !  how  do  they 
X  4 
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bemoan  themselves  each  to  other !  bow  do  their  coa- 
joined  cries  fill  heaven  and  earth  !  But,  above  all, 
what  sackcloth  and  ashes  could  suffice  woful  Mordecai, 
that  found  in  himself  the  occasion  of  all  this  slaughter? 
what  soul  could  be  capable  of  more  bitterness  than  he 
felt  ?  while  he  could  not  but  think,  Wretched  man 
that  I  am !  it  is  I  that  have  brought  all  this  calamitj 
upon  my  nation  ;  it  is  I  that  have  been  the  ruin  of 
my  people :  woe  is  me  that  ever  I  put  myself  into 
the  court,  into  the  service  of  a  P^an  ;  how  unhappy 
was  I  to  cast  myself  into  these  straits,  that  I  mast 
either  honour  an  Agag^te,  or  draw  vengeance  upon 
Israel!  yet,  how  could  I  imagine,  that  the  Same  of 
Haman's  rage  would  have  broken  owt  so  far  ?  might 
that  revenge  have  determined  in  my  blood,  how  happy 
should  I  have  been  '.  now,  I  have  brought  death  upon 
many  thousands  of  innocents,  that  cannot  know  where- 
fore they  die.  Why  did  I  not  hide  myself  rather  ftY)m 
the  place  of  that  proud  Amalekite?  why  did  I  stand 
Out  in  contestation  with  so  over-powerfiil  an  enemy? 
Alas !  no  man  of  Israel  shall  so  much  as  live  to  curse 
me,-  only  mine  enemies  shall  record  my  name  with 
ignMniny,  and  say,  Mordecai  was  the  bane  of  his 
nation.  Oh  that  my  zeal  should  have  reserved  me  for 
so  heavy  a  service  !  Where  now  are  those  vain  am- 
bitions, wherewith  I  pleased  myself  in  this  great  match 
of  Esther  ?  how  fondly  did  I  hope,  by  this  undue 
means,  to  raise  myself  and  my  people !  yea,  is  not 
this  carnal  presumption  the  quarrel  that  God  hath 
against  me  i  do  I  not  therefore  smart  ^m  these 
Pagans,  for  that  I  secretly  affected  this  uncircumcised 
alliance  ?  Howsoever  it  be,  yet,  0  God,  what  have 
thy  people  done  ?  Oh  let  it  be  thyjust  mercy,  that  I 
may  perish  alone ! 

In  these  sad  thoughts  did  Mordecai  spend  his  heart, 
wbOe  he  walked  moumtully  in  sackcloth  before  that 

fate  wherein  he  was  wont  to  sit :  now  his  habit  bars 
is  approach,  no  sackcloth  might  come  within  the 
court.     Lo,  that  which  is  welcome  in  the  court  of 
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heaven,  is  here  excluded  from  the  presence  of  this 
earthly  royalty :  "  A  broken  and  a  contrite  heart,  0 
God,  thou  wilt  not  despise." 

Neither  did  it  a  little  add  to  the  sorrow  of  Uordecai, 
to  hear  the  bitter  insultations  of  his  former  monitors : 
"  Did  we  not  advise  thee  better?  did  we  not  fore -ad- 
monish thee  of  thy  danger  ?  see  now  the  issue  of  thine 
obstinacy :"  now  see  what  it  is  for  thine  earthen 
pitcher  to  knock  with  brass.  Now,  where  is  the  man 
that  would  needs  contest  with  Haman  ?  hast  thou 
not  now  brought  thy  matters  to  a  fair  pass  ?  thy 
stomach  had  long  owed  thee  a  spite,  and  now  it  hath 
paid  thee :  who  can  pity  thy  wilfulness  ?  since  thou 
wouldst  needs  deride  owr  counsel,  we  will  take  leave 
to  laugh  at  thy  sackcloth.  Nothing  but  scorns,  and 
griefs,  and  terrotB  present  themselves  to  miserable 
Hordecai  All  the  external  buffets  of  adversaries 
were  slight,  to  the  wounds  that  he  hath  made,  and  - 
felt  in  hia  own  heart. 

The  perpetual  intelligences,  that  were  cloae^  held 
betwixt  Esther  and  Mordecai,  could  not  suiter  hia 
public  sorrow  to  be  long  concealed  from  her.  The 
news  of  his  sackcloth  afflicts  her,  ere  she  can  suspect 
tiie  cause  ;  her  crown  doth  but  clog  her  head,  wnile 
she  hears  of  bis  ashes.  True  friendship  transforms  us 
into  the  condition  of  those  we  love  ;  and,  if  it  cannot 
raise  them  to  our  cheerfulness,  draws  us  down  to  their 
dejection.  Fain  would  she  uncase  her  foster-father  of 
these  mournful  weeds,  and  change  his  sackcloth  for 
tissue ;  that  yet,  at  least,  his  clothes  might  not  hinder 
his  access  to  her  presence,  for  the  free  opening  of  his 
griefs. 

It  is  but  a  slight  sorrow  that  abides  to  take  in  out- 
ward comforts :  Mordecai  refuses  that  kind  offer,  and 
would  have  Esther  see  that  his  affliction  was  such,  as 
that  he  might  well  resolve  to  put  off  his  sackcloth  and 
his  skin  at  once ;  that  he  must  mourn  to  death,  rather 
than  see  her  face  to  live. 

The  good  queen  is  astonished  with  this  constant 
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humiliation  of  bo  dear  a  friend  ;  and  now  ebe  sends 
Hatach,  a  trusty,  though  a  Pagan  attendant,  to  inquire 
into  the  occasion  of  this  bo  irremediable  heaviness. 
It  should  seem  Esther  inquired  not  greatly  into 
matters  of  state ;  that,  which  perplexed  all  Shushan, 
was  not  yet  known  to  her :  her  followers,  not  knowing 
her  to  be  a  Jewess,  conceived  not  how  the  news  might 
concern  her,  and,  therefore,  had  forborne  the  relatimL 
Uordecai  first  intbrms  her,  by  ber  measenger,  of  the 
decree  that  was  gone  out  against  all  her  nation,  of  the 
day  wherein  they  must  prepare  to  bleed,  of  tbe  sum 
which  Haman  bad  proffered  for  their  beads,  and  de- 
livers the  copy  of  tnat  bloody  edict,  charging  her  now, 
if  ever,  to  bestir  herself,  and  to  improve  all  her  love, 
all  ber  power  with  king  Ahasuerus,  in  a  speedy  and 
bumble  supplication  for  the  saving  of  the  Lfe  (not  of 
himself,  so  much  as)  of  her  people. 

It  was  tidings  able  to  confound  a  weak  heart ;  and 
hers  so  much  the  more,  as  she  could  apprehend  nothing 
hut  impossibility  of  redress.  Sbe  needs  but  to  put 
Mordecai  in  mind  of  that,  which  all  the  king's  servants 
and  subjects  knew  well  enough,  that  the  Persian  law 
'made  it  no  less  than  death,  for  whomsoever,  man  or 
woman,  that  should  press  into  tbe  inner  court  of  the 
king,  uncalled.  Nothing  hut  the  royal  soeptre  ex- 
tended could  keep  that  presumptuous  offender  from 
the  grave.  For  her,  thirty  days  were  now  passed 
since  she  was  called  in  to  the  king :  an  intermisson 
that  might  be  justly  suspicious:  whether  the  heat  <^ 
his  first  affection  were  thus  soon,  of  itself,  allayed 
towards  ber ;  or  whether  some  suggestions  of  a  secret 
enemy,  perhaps  his  Agagite,  might  have  set  him  off; 
or  whether  some  more  pleasing  olgect  may  have  laid 
,  hold  on  his  eyes :  whatever  it  might  be,  this  absence 
could  not  but  argue  some  strangeness,  and  this 
strangeness  must  needs  imply  a  danger  in  hOT  bcdd 
intrusion.  She  could  bewail,  therefore,  she  could  not 
hope  to  remedy,  this  dismal  day  of  her  people.  This 
answer  in  the  oars  of  Mordecai  sounded  truth,  but 
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weakness  ;  neither  can  he  take  up  with  so  feeble  a 
return :  these  occasions  require  other  epirits,  other 
resolutions,  which  must  be  quickened  by  a  more 
stirring  reply  ;  "  Think  not  with  thyself  that  thou 
shalt  escape  in  th«  king's  house,  more  than  all  the 
Jews  ;  for,  if  thou  altogether  holdeet  thy  peace  at  this 
time,  then  shall  there  enlargement  and  deliverance 
arise  to  the  Jews  from  another  place,  but  thou  and  thr 
fother'a  house  shall  be  destroyed ;  and  who  knoweth 
whether  thou  art  come  to  the  kingdom  for  such  a 
time  as  this  ?" 

The  expectation  of  death  bad  not  quailed  the  strong 
heart  of  &ithful  Mordecai ;  even  whue  he  mourns,  his 
zeal  droops  not ;  there  could  have  been  no  life  in  that 
breast,  which  this  message  could  not  have  roused. 

What  then  7  is  it  death  that  thou  feareat  in  this 
attempt  of  thy  supplication  }  what  other  than  death 
awaits  thee  in  the  neglect  of  it  ?  there  is  hut  this  dif-. 
ference,  sue  and  thou  mayest  die,  sue  not  and  thou 
must  die :  what  blood  hast  thou  but  Jewish  ?  and  if  , 
these  unalterable  edicts  exempt  no  living  soul,  what 
shall  become  of  thine  ?  and  canst  thou  be  so  vainly 
timorous,  as  to  die  for  fear  of  death  ?  to  prefer  cer- 
tainty of  danger,  before  a  possibility  of  hopes  ?  Away 
with  this  weak  cowardice,  unworthy  of  an  Israelite, 
unworthy  of  a  queen.  But  if  faint-heartedness,  or 
private  respects,  shall  seal  up  thy  lips,  or  withhold 
thine  hand  from  the  aid  of  thy  people  ;  if  thou  canst 
BO  far  neglect  Qod's  church,  know  thou  that  God  will 
not  neglMt  it :  it  shall  not  be  in  the  power  of  tyrants 
to  root  out  his  chosen  seed ;  that  Holy  One  of  Israel 
shall  rather  work  miracles  from  heaven,  than  hia  in- 
heritance shall  perish  upon  earth ;  and  how  just  shall 
it  then  be  for  that  jealous  God  to  take  vengeance 
upon  thee,  and  thy  ather's  house,  for  this  cold  un- 
helpMnesB  to  his  distressed  church !  Suffer  me,  there- 
fore, to  adjure  thee,  by  all  that  tenderness  of  love 
wherewith  I  have  trained  up  thine  orphan  infancy, 
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hj  all  those  dew  and  thankful  respects  which  thou 
hast  voved  to  me  again,  by  the  name  of  the  GK>d 
o£  Israel  whom  we  serve,  that  thou  awaken  and  atir 
up  thy  holy  courage,  and  da.re  to  adventure  thy  life 
for  the  saving  of  naany.  It  hath  pleased -the  Almighty 
to  raise  thee  up  to  that  height  of  honour,  which  our 
progenitors  comd  little  expect ;  why  shouldst  thou  be 
wanting  to  him,  that  hath  been  so  bountiful  to  thee  T 
yea,  why  should  I  not  think,  that  CKhI  hath  put  this 
very  act  iuto  the  intendment  of  thine  exaltation  ; 
having  on  purpose  thua  seasonably  hoisted  thee  up  to 
the  throne,  that  thou  mayest  rescue  his  poor  church 
from  an  utter  ruin  ? 

Oh  the  admirable  &ith  of  Uordecai,  that  shinea 
through  all  these  clouds,  and,  in  the  thickest  of  these 
fogs,  descries  a  cheerM  glimpse  of  deliverance  t  He 
saw  the  day  of  their  common  destruction  enacted ; 
he  knew  tbe  Pereiau  decrees  to  he  unalterable  ;  but, 
withal,  he  knew  there  was  a  Messiah  to  come ;  he 
was  so  well  acquainted  with  (Jod's  covenanted  assur> 
ances  to  his  church,  that  he,  through  tbe  midst  of 
those  bloody  resolutions,  foresees  indemnity  to  Israel ; 
rather  trusting  the  promises  of  God  than  the  threats 
of  men.  This  is  the  victory  that  overcomes  all  the 
fears  and  fury  of  the  world,  even  our  &ith. 

It  is  quarrel  enough  against  any  person,  or  com- 
munity, not  to  have  been  aidful  to  the  distresses  of 
GJod's  people.  Not  to  ward  the  blow,  if  we  may,  is 
construed  for  little  better  than  striking.  Till  we 
have  tried  our  utmost,  we  know  not  whether  we  have 
done  that  we  came  for. 

Mordecai  hath  sud  enough :  these  words  have  so 
put  a  new  life  into  Esther,  that  she  is  resolute  to 
hazard  tbe  old ;  "  Cro  gather  tog^er  all  tbe  Jews 
that  are  present  in  Shushan,  and  fast  ye  for  me,  and 
neither  eat  nor  drink  three  days,  night  or  day ;  I  also 
and  my  maidens  will  fast  likewise,  and  so  will  I  go 
in  unto  the  king,  which  is  not  according  to  the  law, 
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and  if  I  perish,  I  periBb."  Heroical  thoughts  do  well 
befit  great  actions.  Life  can  never  be  better  adven- 
tured, than  where  it  shall  be  gain  to  lose  it. 

There  can  be  no  law  against  the  bumble  depreca- 
tion of  evils ;  where  the  necessity  of  God's  church 
calU  to  us,  no  danger  should  withhold  us  from  all 
honest  means  of  relief  Deep  humiliations  must 
make  way  for  the  snccese  of  great  enterprises  ;  we 
are  most  capable  of  mercy,  when  we  are  thoroughly 
empty.  A  ^ort  hunger  doth  but  whet  the  appetite, 
but  so  long  an  abstinence  meets  death  half  way,  to 
prevent  it.  Well  may  they  enjoin  sharp  penances 
unto  others,  who  practise  it  upon  themselves. 

It  was  the  face  of  Esther  that  must  hope  to  win 
AhasueruB ;  yet  that  shall  be  macerated  with  &sting, 
that  she  may  prevail.  A  carnal  hetut  would  have 
pampered  the  flesh,  that  it  might  allure  those  wanton 
eyes ;  she  pines  it,  that  she  may  please. 

God,  and  not  she,  must  work  the  heart  of  the  king. 
Faith  teaches  her  rather  to  trust  her  devotions,  than 
her  beauty. 


CONTEMPLATION  VI. 

BSTHKE  soma  TO  AHASUBRD& 

The  Jews  are  easily  entreated  to  fast,  who  had  re- 
ceived in  themselves  the  sentence  of  death ;  what 
pleasure  could  they  take  in  meat  that  knew  what  day 
they  must  eat  their  last  ?  The  three  days  of  absti- 
nence are  expired ;  now  Esther  changes  ber  spirits, 
no  less  than  her  clothes :  who  that  sees  that  &ce  and 
that  habit,  can  say  she  had  mourned,  she  had  fasted? 
never  did  ber  royafapparel  become  her  so  well.  That 
God,  before  whom  sne  had  humbled  herself,  made 
her  so  much  more  beautiful,  as  she  hath  been  more 
dejected ;  and  now  with  a  winning  confidence,  she 
walks  into  the  inner  court  of  the  king,  and  puts 
herself  into  that  forbidden  presence ;  as  if  she  said, 
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Here  I  am  with  my  life  in  my  hand ;  if  it  please  the 
king  to  take  it,  it  ia  ready  for  him.  Vashti,  my  pre- 
decessor, forfeited  her  place  for  not  coming  when  she 
was  called  ;  Esther  shall  now  hazard  the  forfeiture  of 
her  life,  for  coming  when  she  is  not  called.  It  ia  ne- 
cessity, not  disobedience,  that  hath  put  me  upon,  this 
bold  approach  ;  according  to  thy  construction,  O  king, 
I  do  either  live  or  die,  either  shall  be  welcome.  Tie 
unexpectedness  of  jdeasing  objects  makes  them  many 
times  the  more  acceptable :  the  beautilul  counte- 
nance, the  graceful  demeanour,  and  goodly  presence 
of  Esther,  have  no  sooner  taken  the  eyes,  than  they 
have  ravished  the  heart  of  king  Ahasuenis:  love 
hath  soon  banished  all  dreadfulnesa ;  "  And  the  king 
held  out  to  Esther  the  golden  sceptre  that  was  in  his 
hand."  Moderate  intermission  is  so  far  from  cooling 
the  affection,  that  it  inflames  it.  Had  Esther  been 
seen  every  d^y,  perhaps  that  satiety  had  abated  of 
the  height  of  her  welcome ;  now,  three  and  thirty 
days'  retiredneas  hath  endeared  her  more  to  the  sur- 
feited eyea  of  Ahaeuerus. 

Had  not  the  golden  sceptre  been  held  out,  where 
had  queen  Esther  been  ?  The  Persian  kings  affected 
;  a  stem  awfulness  to  their  subjects ;  it  was  death  to 
solicit  them  uncalled.  How  safe,  how  easy,  how 
happy  a  thing  it  is  to  have  to  do  with  the  King  of 
heaven,  who  is  so  pleased  with  our  access,  that  he 
solicits  suitors :  who,  as  be  is  unweariable  with  our 
requests,  so  is  inflnite  in  his  beneficences  I 

How  gladly  doth  Esther  touch  the  top  of  that 
sceptre  by  wmch  she  holds  her  life !  And  now,  while 
she  thinks  it  well  that  she  may  live,  she  receives, 
besides  pardon,  fiivour.  "What  wilt  thou,  queen 
Esther,  and  what  is  thy  request  ?  It  shall  be  given 
thee,  even  to  the  half  of  the  kingdom."  Commonly, 
when  we  fear  most,  we  speed  beat ;  God,  then,  most 
of  all,  magaifies  his  bounty  to  us,  when  we  have  most 
'  affiicted  ourselves.  Over-confident  expectations  are 
seldom  but  disappointed,  while  humble  suspicions  go 
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laughing  away.  It  was  the  benefit  ajid  safety  of  but 
one  piece  of  the  kingdom  that  Esther  comes  to  sue 
for,  and  behold  Ahasuerus  offers  her  the  free  power 
of  the  ba1£  He  that  gave  Haman  at  the  first  word, 
the  lives  of  all  his  Jewish  subjects,  is  ready  to  ^ve 
Esther  half  his  kingdom  ere  she  ask.  Now  she  is  no 
less  amazed  at  the  loving  munificence  of  Ahasuerus, 
than  she  was  before  afiaid  of  his  austerity :  "  The 
king's  heart  is  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  as  the  rivens 
of  water;  he  tumeth  it  whithersoever  he  will." 

It  is  not  good  to  swallow  favours  too  greedily,  lest 
they  either  choke  us  in  the  passage,  or  prove  hard  of 
digestion.  The  wise  queen,  nowever  she  might  seem 
to  nave  a  fair  opportunity  offered  to  her  suit,  finds  it 
not  good  to  apprehend  it  too  suddenly,  as  desiring, 
by  this  small  dilation,  to  prepare  the  ear  and  heart 
of  the  king  for  so  important  a  request. 

JUavr  all  her  petition  ends  in  a  banquet :  "  If  it 
seem  good  unto  the  king,  let  the  king  and  Haman 
come  this  day  unto  the  banquet  that  I  nave  prepared 
for  him."  It  is  an  easy  favour  to  receive  a  small 
courtesy,  where  we  offer  to  give  great.  Haman  is 
called,  the  king  comes  to  Esther's  table ;  and  now 
highly  pleased  with  his  entertainment,  he  himself 
solicits  ner  to  propound  that  suit,  for  which  her 
modesty  would,  but  durst  not  solicit  him.  Bashfiil- 
ness  shall  Ime  nothing  at  the  hand  of  well-governed 
greatness. 

Yet  still  Esther's  suit  sticks  in  her  teeth,  and  dares 
not  come  forth  without  a  further  preface  of  time  and 
expectation ;  another  banquet  must  pass  ere  this 
reckoning  e&a  be  given  in.  Other  suitors  wait  long 
for  the  delivery  of  their  petition,  longer  for  the 
receipt  of  their  answer.  Here  the  king  is  fain  to  wait 
for  hia  suit  -.  whether  Esther's  heart  would  not  yet 
serve  her  to  contest  with  so  strong  an  adversary  as 
Haman,  without  further  recollection ;  or  whether  she 
desired  to  get  better  hold  of  the  king,  by  endearing 
him  with  so  pleasing  entertainments ;  or  whether  she 
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would  thus  ripen  her  hopes,  by  working  in  the  mind 
of  king  Ahasuerus  a  foreconceit  of  the  greatneBS  and 
difficiilty  of  that  suit,  which  was  so  loth  to  come  forth ; 
or  whether  she  meant  thus  to  give  scope  to  the  pride 
and  malice  of  Haman,  for  his  more  certain  ruin ; 
howsoever  it  were,  to-morrow  is  a  new  day  set  for 
Esther's  second  banquet,  and  third  petition. 

The  king  is  not  invited  without  Haman ;  favours 
are  sometimes  done  to  men  with  a  puiyose  of  displea- 
sure: doubtless  Haman  tasteth  of  the  same  cates 
with  his  master ;  neither  could  he,  in  the  forehead 
of  Esther,  read  any  other  characters  than  of  respect 
and  kind  applause,  yet  had  she  then  in  her  hopes 
designed  him  to  a  just  revenge.  Little  do  we  know 
by  outward  carriages,  in  what  terms  we  stand  with 
either  God  or  man. 

Every  little  wind  raiseth  up  a  bubble ;  how  is 
Haman  now  exalted  in  himself  with  the  singtdar 
graces  of  queen  Esther ;  and  begins  tb  value  himself 
so  much  more,  as  he  sees  himself  higher  in  the  rate 
of  others'  opinion ! 

Only  surly  and  sullen  Mordecai  is  an  alhiy  to  his 
happiness ;  no'  edict  of  death  can  bow  the  knees  of 
that  stout  Jew ;  yea,  the  notice  of  that  bloody 
cruelty  of  this  Agaeite  hath  stiffened  them  so  mudEi 
the  more.  Before  ne  looked  at  Haman  as  an  Ama- 
lekite,  now  as  a  persecutor.  Disdain  and  anger  look 
out  at  those  eyes,  and  bid  that  proud  enemy  do  his 
worst.  No  doubt  Mordecai  had  been  listening  after 
the  speed  of  qaeen  Esther ;  how  she  came  in  to  the 
king,  how  she  was  welcomed  with  the  golden  sceptre, 
and  with  the  more  precious  wordsof  Ahasuerus:  now 
she  had  entertained  the  king,  how  she  pleased ;  the 
news  had  made  him  quit  his  sackcloth,  and  raised  his 
courage  to  a  more  scornful  neglect  of  his  professed 
adversary. 

Haman  comes  home,  I  know  not  whether  more  full 
of  pride,  or  of  rage ;  calls  an  inward  council  of  his 
choice  &iends,  ti^ther  with  bis  wife  ;  makes  a  glo- 
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riouB  report  of  all  his  wealth,  magnificence,  height  of 
favour  hoth  with  the  king  and  queen ;  and  at  la^t, 
after  all  his  sunshine,  sets  in  this  cloudy  epilogue ; 
"  Yet  all  this  availeth  me  nothing,  so  long  as  I  see 
Mordecai  the  Jew  sitting  at  the  king's  gate."  It  is 
seldom  seen  that  God  allows,  even  to  the  greatest 
darlings  of  the  world,  a  perfect  contentment ;  some- 
thing thej  must  have  to  complain  of,  that  shall  give 
an  unsavoury  verdure  to  their  sweetest  morsels,  and 
make  their  very  felicity  miserable. 

The  wit  of  women  hJath  wont  to  be  noted  for  more 
sudden,  and  more  sharp.  Zeresh,  the  wife  of  Haman, 
sets  on  foot  that  motion  of  speedy  revenge,  which 
is  applauded  by  the  rest ;  "  Let  a  gallows  be  made  of 
fifty  cubits  high,  and  to-morrow  speak  thou  to  the 
king,  that  Mordecai  may  be  hanged  thereon;  then 
go  thou  in  merrily  with  the  king  unto  the  banquet." 
I  do  not  hear  them  say,  Be  patient  a  while,  thou  hast 
already  set  Mordecai  his  last  day ;  the  month  Adar 
will  not  he  long  in  coming ;  the  determination  of  his 
death  hath  miade  him  desperate;  let  him  in  the 
mean  time  eat  his  own  heart  in  envy  at  thy  great- 
ness ;  but  they  rather  advise  of  a  quick  dispatch. 
Malice  is  a  thing  full  of  impatience,  and  hates  delay 
of  execution,  next  iinto  mercy.  While  any  grudge 
lies  at  the  heart,  it  cannot  be  freely  cheerful.  Forced 
smiles  are  but  the  hypocrisy  of  mirth.  How  hapj^ 
were  it  for  us,  if  we  could  be  so  zealously  carefiu  to 
remove  the  hindrances  of  our  true  spiritual  joy,  those 
Btubborh  corruptions  that  will  not  stoop  to  the  power 
of  grace ,' 
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Thb  wit  of  Zereah  had  like  to  have  gone  beyond  the 
wit  of  Esther ;  had  not  the  working  providence  of  the 
Almighty  contrived  these  events  beyond  all  hopes,  all 
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conceits,  Uordec^  had  been  dispatched  ere  Esther's 
second  banquet.  To-morrow  was  the  day  pitched  for 
both  their  designs  ;  had  not  the  stream  been  unex- 
pectedly turned,  in  rain  had  the  queen  bkmed  her 
delays  ;  Mordec&i's  break&st  had  prevented  Esther's 
dinner ;  for  certainly  he  that  had  given  to  Haman  so 
many  tJiousand  lives,  would  never  have  made  dainty 
upon  the  same  ^t,  to  anticipate  one  of  those  whom 
he  had  condemned  to  the  slaughter.  But  God  meant 
better  things  to  his  church,  and  fetches  about  all  his 
holy  piuposes,  after  a  wonderful  fa^ion,  in  the  vcty 
instant  of  opportunity.  "He  that  keepeth  Israel,  and 
neither  slutnbereth  nor  sleepeth,"  cauaeth  sleep  that 
night  to  depart  from  him  that  had  decreed  to  root  out 
Israel.  Great  Ahasuerus,  that  commanded  a  hundred 
and  seven  and  twenty  provinces,  cannot  command  an 
hour's  sleep.  Poverty  is  rather  blessed  with  the 
freedom  of  rest  than  wealth  and  power.  Cares  and 
surfeit  withhold  that  from  the  great  which  {M^sseth 
upon  the  spare  diet  and  labour  of  the  meanest 
Nothing  is  more  tedious  than  an  ea^r  pursuit  of 
denied  sleep,  which,  like  to  a  shadow,  flies  away  so 
much  faster,  as  it  is  more  followed  Experience  tells 
us,  that  this  benefit  is  best  solicited  by  neglect,  and 
soonest  found  when  we  have  forgotten  to  seek  it. 

Whether  to  deceive  the  time,  or  to  bestow  it  well, 
Ahasuerus  shall  spend  his  restless  hours  in  the  chroni- 
cles of  his  time.  Nothing  is  more  requisite  for  princes 
than  to  look  back  upon  their  own  actions  and 
events,  and  those  of  their  predecessors :  the  examina- 
tion of  fore-past  actions  makes  them  wise ;  of  events, 
thankful  and  cautelous. 

Amongst  those  voluminous  registers  of  acts  and 
monuments,  which  so  many  scores  of  provinces  must 
needs  yield,  the  book  shall  open  upon  Uordecai's  dis- 
covery of  the  late  treason  of  the  two  eunuchs :  the 
reader  is  turned  thither  by  an  insensible  sway  of  Pro- 
vidence. Our  most  arbitrary  or  casual  actions  are  over- 
ruled by  a  hand  in  heaven. 

cjiLz^j  J,  Google 
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The  Icing  now  feels  afresh  the  danger  of  that  con- 
spiracy ;  and  as  great  Bpirits  abide  not  to  smother  or 
bury  good  offices,  inquires  into  the  recompense  of  so 
royal  a  service ;  "  What  honour  and  dignity  hath  been 
done  to  Mordecai  for  this  V  Surely  Mordecai  did 
but  his  duty  ;  he  had  heinously  sinned,  if  he  had  not 
revealed  this  wicked  treachery ;  yet  Ahasuerus  takes 
thought  for  his  remuneration.  How  much  more 
careful  art  thou,  0  God  of  all  mercies,  to  reward  the 
weak  obedience  of  thine  (at  the  best)  unprofitable 
aervants ! 

That  which  was  intended  to  procure  rest,  sets  it 
off:  king  Ahasuerus  is  imquiet  in  himself  to  think 
that  so  great  a  merit  should  lie  but  so  long  neglected; 
neither  can  he  find  any  peace  in  himself  till  Be  have 
given  order  for  a  speedy  retribution :  hearing,  there- 
fore, by  his  servants,  that  Haman  was  below  in  the 
court,  he  sends  for  him  up  to  consult  with  him,  "What 
shall  be  done  to  the  man  whom  the  king  delighteth 
to  honour?"  0  marvellous  concurrence  of  circum- 
stances, drawn  together  by  the  infinite  wisdom  and 
power  of  the  Almighty !  Who  but  Haman  should  be 
the  man  ?  and  when  should  Haman  be  called  to  advise 
of  Mordecai's  honour,  but  in  the  very  instant  when  he 
came  to  sue  for  Mordecai's  hanging  ?  Had  Ahasuerus 
but  slept  that  night,  Mordecai  had  been  that  morning 
advanced  fifty  cubits  higher  than  the  earth,  ere  the 
king  could  have  remembered  to  whom  he  was  be- 
holden. 

What  shall  we  say  then  to  reconcile  these  cross  pas- 
simis  in  Ahasuerus  ?  Before  he  signed  that  decree  of 
killing  all  the  Jews,  he  could  not  but  know  that  a 
Jew  had  saved  his  life  :  and  now,  after  that  he  had 
enacted  the  slaughter  of  all  the  Jews  as  rebels,  he  is 
giving  order  to  nonour  a  Jew,  as  his  preserver.  It 
were  strange,  if  great  persons,  in  the  multitude  of 
their  distractions,  should  not  let  fall  some  incon- 
gruities. 
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Yet,  who  can  but  think  that  king  Ahasuenis  meant 
upon  some  second  thoughts  to  make  amends  to  Mor- 
decai  ?  neither  can  he  choose  hut  put  these  two  toge- 
ther; the  Jews  are  appointed  to  death  at  the  suit  of 
Haman :  this  Uordecai  is  a  Jew  ;  how  then  can  I  do 
more  grace  to  him  that  hath  saved  my  life,  than  to 
command  him  to  be  honoured  by  that  man  who  would 
spill  his  ? 

When  Haman  heard  himself  called  up  to  the  bed- 
chamber of  his  master,  he  thinks  himself  too  happy 
in  80  early  an  opportunity  of  presenting  his  suit :  but 
yet  more  in  the  pleasing  question  of  Ahasuerus, 
wherein  he  could  not  hut  imagine  that  favour  forced 
itself  upon  him  with  strange  importunity :  for  how 
could  he  conceive  that  any  intention  of  more  than 
ordinary  honour  could  fall  besides  himself?  Self-love, 
like  to  a  good  stomach,  draws  to  itself  what  nourish- 
ment it  likes,  and  casts  off  that  which  offends  it. 
Haman  will  be  sure  to  be  no  niggard  in  advising  those 
ceremonies  of  honour  which  he  thinks  meant  to  his 
own  person.  Could  he  have  once  dreamed  that  this 
grace  had  been  purposed  to  any  under  heaven  but 
himself,  he  had  not  been  so  lavish  in  counselling  so 
pompous  a  show  of  excessive  magnificence.  Now  the 
tings  own  royal  apparel,  and  his  own  steed,  is  not 
sufficient,  except  the  royal  crown  also  make  up  the 
glory  of  him  who  shall  thus  triumph  in  the  king's 
&rVOur ;  yet  all  this  were  nothing  in  base  hands,  ^e 
actor  shall  be  the  best  part  of  this  great  pageant. 
"  Let  this  apparel,  and  this  horse  he  delivered  to  one 
of  the  king's  most  noble  princes,  that  they  may  array 
the  man  withal  whom  the  king  delighteth  to  honour, 
and  bring  him  on  horseback  through  the  streets  of  the 
city,  and  proclaim  before  him.  Thus  shall  it  be  done 
to  ihe  man  whom  the  king  delighteth  to  honour." 
Honour  is  more  in  him  that  gives  than  him  that  re- 
ceives it  To  be  honoured  by  the  unworthy  is  little 
better  than  disgrace :  no  meaner  person  will  serve  to 
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attend  this  Agagite,  in  his  supposed  greatness,  than 
one  of  the  noblest  princes.  The  ambition  is  too  high- 
flown,  that  seeks  glory  in  the  servility  of  equals. 

The  place  adds  much  to  the  act :  there  is  small 
heart  in  a  concealed  honour ;  it  is  nothing,  unless  the 
streets  of  the  city  of  Shushan  he  witnesses  of  this 
pomp,  and  ring  with  that  gracious  acclamation. 

The  vain  hearts  of  proud  men  can  easily  devise  those 
means  whereby  they  may  best  set  out  themselves.  Oh 
that  we  would  equally  affect  the  means  of  true  and 
immortal  gloiy  !  The  heart  of  man  is  never  so  cold 
within  him,  as  when,  from  the  height  of  the  expecta- 
tion of  good,  it  falls  into  a  sudden  sense  of  evil :  so 
did  this  Aga^te.  "  Then  the  king  said  to  Haman, 
Make  haste,  and  take  the  apparel,  and  the  horse,  as 
thou  hast  said,  and  do  even  so  to  Mordecai,  the  Jew, 
that  sitteth  at  the  king's  gate  ;  let  nothing  &il  of  all 
that  thou  hast  said."  How  was  Haman  thunder- 
stricken  with  this  killing  word !  "  Do  thou  so  to 
Mordecai."  I  dare  say,  all  the  honours  that  Abasuerus 
had  heaped  upon  Haman  cannot  countervail  this  one 
vesation.  Doubtless,  at  first,  he  distrusts  his  ear,  and 
then  muses  whether  the  )dag  be  in  earnest ;  at  last, 
whenhe  hears  the  charge  soseriously  doubled,  and  finds 
himself  forced  to  believe  it,  he  begins  to  think.  What 
means  this  inconceivable  alteration  ?  Is  there  no  man 
in  all  the  court  of  Persia  to  be  picked  out  for  extra- 
ordinary honour  but  Mordecai  ?  is  there  no  man  to  be 
picked  out  for  the  performance  of  this  honour  to  him, 
but  Haman  ?  have  I  but  one  proud  enemy  in  all  the 
world,  and  am  I  singled  out  to  grace  him  ?  did  it  gall 
me  to  the  heart,  and  make  all  my  happiness  tedious  to 
me,  to  see  that  this  Jew  would  not  bow  to  me,  and 
must  I  now  bow  to  him?  That,  which  he  would 
rather  die,  and  forfeit  the  life  <^  sil  his  nation,  than 
do  to  me,  notwithstanding  the  king's  command,  shall 
I  be  forced,  by  the  king's  command,  to  do  unto  him  ? 
Yea,  did  be  refuse  to  give  but  a  cap  and  a  knee  to  my 
greatness,  and  must  I  lacquey  so  base  a  fellow  through 
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the  streets ;  must  I  be  his  herald,  to  proclaim  his 
honour  through  all  Shuahan  ?  Why  do  I  not  let  the 
king  know  the  insolent  affronts  that  he  hath  offered 
me  ?  Ti'hy  do  I  not  signify  to  my  sovereign,  that  my 
errand  now  was  for  another  kind  of  advancement  to 
Uordecai !  If  I  ohtain  not  my  de^red  revenge,  yet, 
at  least,  I  shall  prevail  so  &r,  as  to  exempt  myself 
from  this  officious  attendance  upon  so  unequal  an 
enemy.  And  yet  that  motion  cannot  he  now  safe  ;  I 
see.  the  king's  heart  is,  upon  what  ground  soever,  bent 
upon  this  action  ;  should  I  fly  off  never  so  little,  after 
my  word  so  directly  passed,  perhaps  my  coldness  or 
opposition  might  he  construed  as  some  wayward  con- 
testation with  my  master ;  especially  since  the  service 
that  Mordecai  hath  done  to  the  king  is  of  a  higher 
nature  than  the  despite  which  he  hath  done  to  me. 
I  will,  I  must  give  way  for  the  time ;  mine  humble 
yieldance,  when  all  the  carriage  of  this  business  shall 
be  understood,  shall,  I  doubt  not,  make  way  for  mine 
intended  revenge  Mordecai,  I  will  honour  thee  now, 
that  by  these  steps  I  may  ere  long  raise  thee  many 
cubits  higher.  I  will  obey  the  command  of  my 
sovereign  in  observing  thee,  that  he  may  reward  the 
merit  of  my  loyalty  in  thine  execution. 

Thus  resolved,  Haman  goes  forth  with  a  &ce  and 
heart  lull  of  distraction,  mil  of  confusion ;  and  ad- 
dresses himself  to  the  attiring,  to  the  attending  of  his 
old  adversaty,  and  new  master,  Mordecai.  What  looks, 
do  we  now  toink,  were  cast  upon  each  other,  at  th^ 
first  greeting  ?  their  eyes  had  not  forgotten  their  old 
langu^e:  certainly,  when  Mordecai  saw  Haman  come 
into  the  room  where  he  was,  he  could  not  hut  think. 
This  man  hath  long  thirsted  for  my  blood,  and  now 
he  comes  to  fetch  it ;  I  shall  not  live  to  see  the  suc- 
cess of  Esther,  or  the  tutal  day  of  my  nation.  It  was 
known  that  momiug  in  the  court,  what  a  lofty  gibbet 
Haman  had  provide  for  Mordecai :  and  why  might 
it  not  have  come  to  Mordecai's  ear !  what  could  he 
therefore  now  imagine  other  than  that  he  was  called 
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out  to  that  execution  ?  But,  when  he  aaw  the  royal 
robe  that  Hamau  brought  to  him,  he  thinks,  Is  it  not 
enough  for  this  man  to  kill  me,  but  he  must  mock  me 
too  ?  what  an  addition  is  this  to  the  former  cruelty, 
thus  to  insult,  and  play  upon  my  last  distress }  But, 
when  he  yet  saw  the  royal  crown  ready  to  be  set  on, 
his  head,  and  the  king's  own  horse,  licnly  fiimished, 
at  his  gate,  and  found  himself  raised  by  princely 
hands  into  that  royal  seat,  he  thinks.  What  may  ^ 
this  mean  i  Is  it  the  purpose  of  mine  adversary,  that 
I  shall  die  in  state  ?  Would  he  have  me  hanged  in 
triumph?  At  hist,  when  he  sees  such  a  train  of 
Persian  peers  attending  him,  with  a  grave  reverence, 
and  hears  Haman  promaim  before  him,  "  Thus  shall 
it  be  done  to  the  man  whom  the  king  delightetb  to 
Iiouour :"  finding  this  pomp  to  be  serious  and  well 
meant,  he  imagines,  in  all  l^elihood,  that  this  unex- 
pected change  proceeds  from  the  suit  of  his  Esther ; 
now  he  begins  to  hft  up  his  head,  and  to  hope  well  of 
himself,  and  his  people,  and  could  not  but  say  within 
himself  that  he  nad  not  fasted  for  nothing.  Oh  the 
wondrous  alteration  that  one  morning  hath  made  in 
the  court  of  Persia  !  he  that  was  yesternight  despised 
by  Haman's  footmen,  is  now  Waited  on  by  Haman, 
and  all  his  fellow  princes :  he,  that  yesternight  had 
the  homage  of  all  Itnees  but  one,  and  was  ready  to 
burst  for  the  lack  of  that,  now  doth  obeisance  to  that 
one  by  whom  be  was  wilfiilly  neglected :  it  was  not 
Almsuerus  that  wrought  this  strange,  mutation,  it  was 
the  overruling  power  of  the  Almighty,  whose  imme- 
diate hand  would  thus  prevent  Esther's  suit,  that  he 
might  challenge  all  the  thank  to  himself  While 
princes  have  their  own  wills,  they  must  do  his  ;  and 
shall  either  exalt  or  depress  according  to  divine  xp- 
pointment 

I  should  commend  Haman's  obedience  in  his  humble 
condescent  to  so  unpleamng  and  harsh  a  command  of 
his  master,  were  it  not,  that  either  he  durst  do  no 
other,  or  that  he  thus  stooped  for  an  advantage.    It 
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is  a  thankless  respect  that  is  either  forced,  or  for 
ends.  True  subjection  is  &ee  and  absolute,  out  of 
the  conscience  of  duty,  not  out  of  fear  or  hopes. 

All  Shushan  is  in  amaze  at  this  sudden  g\ory  of 
Mordecai,  and  studies  how  to  reconcile  this  day  with 
the  thirteenth  of  Adar ;  Mordecai  had  reason  to  hope 
well ;  it  could  not  stand  with  the  honour  of  the  king, 
to  kOl  him  whom  he  saw  cause  to  advance  ;  neither 
could  this  be  any  other  than  the  beginning  of  a  dum- 
ble  promotion  ;  otherwise,  what  recompense  had  an 
hour's  riding  been  to  so  great  a  service  ? 

On  the  other  side  Haman  droops,  and  hath  changed 
passions  with  Mordecai :  neither  was  that  Jew  ever 
more  deeply  afflicted  with  the  decree  of  his  own  death 
than  this  Agagite  was  with  that  Jew's  honour.  How 
Lea^  doth  it  lie  at  Hainan's  heart,  that  no  tongue 
but  his  might  serve  to  proclaim  Mordecai  bappy! 
Even  the  greatest  minions  of  the  world  must  have 
their  turns  of  sorrow. 

With  a  covered  head,  and  a  dejected  countenance, 
doth  he  hasten  home,  and  longs  to  impart  his  grie^ 
where  he  had  received  his  advice.  It  was  but  cold 
comfort  that  he  finds  ^m  his  wife  Zeresh,  and  his 
friends :  "  If  Mordecai  be  of  the  seed  of  the  Jews, 
before  whom  thou  hast  begun  to  fall,  thou  shaJt  not 
prevail  against  him,  but  shalt  surely. fall  before  him." 
Out  of  the  mouth  of  Pagans,  0  God,  thou  hast  oiv 
dained  strength,  that  thou  mayest  still  the  enemy 
and  the  avenger.  What  credit  hath  thy  great  name 
won  with  these  barbarous  nations,  that  they  can,  out 
of  all  experience,  make  maxims  of  thine  undoubted 
protection  of  thy  people,  and  the  certain  ruin  of  their 
adversaries  I  Men  find  no  difference  in  themselves  ; 
the  &ce  of  a  Jew  looks  so  like  other  men's,  that  Esther 
and  Mordecai  were  not,  of  long,  taken  for  what  they 
were :  he  that  made  them,  makes  the  distinction 
betwixt  them  ;  so  as  a  Jew  may  fall  before  a  Persian, 
and  get  up,  and  prevail ;  but  if  a  Persian,  or  whoso- 
ever of  the  Gentiles,  begin  to  fall  before  a  Jew,  he 
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can  neither  stay  nor  rise.  There  is  an  invisible  hand 
of  omnipotencj  that  strikes  in  for  hia  own,  and  con- 
founds their  oppoeites.  0  God,  neither  is  thy  hand 
shortened,  nor  thy  bowels  straitened  in  thee ;  thou 
art  still  and  ever  tiiyself  If  we  be  thy  true  spiritual 
Israel,  neither  earth  nor  hell  shall  prevail  against  us ; 
we  shall  either  stand  sure,  or  surely  rise,  while  our 
enemies  shall  lick  the  dust. 


CONTEMPLATION  VIII. 

HAUA^   HANQED,    M0BJ3ECAI   ASTAKCED. 

HahAn's  day  is  now  come ;  that  vengeance  which 
hath  hitherto  slept  is  now  awake,  and  rouseth  up  it- 
self to  a  just  execution  ;  that  heavy  morning  was  but 
the  preface  to  his  last  sorrow,  and  the  sad  presage  of 
iriends  is  verified  in  the  speaking :  while  the  word 
was  in  their  mouths,  the  messengers  were  at  the  door 
to  fetch  Haman  to  his  funeral  banquet. 

How  little  do  we  know  what  is  toward  us  i  "As  the 
fishes  that  are  takeu  in  an  evil  net,  and  as  the  birds 
that  are  caught  in  the  snat^,  bo  are  the  sons  of  men 
snared  in  an  evil  time,  when  it  folleth  suddenly  upon 
them." 

It  was,  as  Haman  conceived,  the  only  privilege  of 
his  deamesB,  and  the  comfort  of  his  present  heaviness, 
that  he  only  wfl«  called  with  the  king  to  Esther's 
banquet,  when  this  only  was  meant  for  his  bane.  The 
fece  of  this  invitation  was  fair,  and  promiseth  mudi ; 
and  now  the  ingenious  man  begins  to  set  good  con- 
structions upon  all  events.  Surely,  thinks  he,  the 
king  was  tied  in  his  honour  to  give  some  public  grati- 
fication to  Mordecai ;  so  good  an  office  could  deserve 
no  less  than  an  hoar's  glory :  but  little  doth  my 
master  know  what  terms  thffl%  bxb  betwixt  me  and 
Mordecai ;  had  he  fiiUy  understood  tie  insolences  of 
this  Jew,  and  should,  notwithstanding,  have  enjoined 
me  to  honour  him,  I  might  hav9  had  just  cause  to 
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complain  of  disgrace  and  disparagenent ;  but  now, 
since  all  this  business  hath  been  carried  in  ignorance 
and  j!«sualty,  why  do  I  wrong  myself  in  being  too 
muoj^affected  with  that  which  was  not  ill  meant ! 
hadi^ither  the  kin^  or  queen  abated  aught  of  their 
favodr  to  me,  I  mi^t  have  dined  at  home ;  now  this 
renewed  invitation  ar^es  me  to  stand  right  in  the 
grace  of  both  ;  and  why  may  not  I  hope  this  day  to 
meet  with  a  good  occasion  of  my  desired  revenge  t 
how  just  will  it  seem  to  the  king,  that  the  same  man, 
whom  he  liath  publicly  rewarded  for  his  loyalty,  should 
now  be  publicly  punished  for  Mb  dieobedience ! 

With  such  Kite  thoughts  Haman  cheers  up  himself 
and  addresseth  himself  to  the  royal  banquet,  with  a 
countenance  that  would  fain  seem  to  forget  his  morn- 
ing's task :  Esther  works  her  face  to  an  unwilling 
smile  upon  that  hatefiil  guest ;  and  the  king,  as  not 
unguilty  of  any  dignity  that  he  hath  put  upon  his 
fitvourite,  frames  himself  to  as  much  cheerfulness  as 
his  want  of  rest  would  permit.  The  table  is  royally 
furnished  with  all  delicate  confections,  with  all  pleas- 
ing liquors.  King  Ahasuerus  so  eats,  as  one  that  both 
knew  ne  was,  and  meant  to  make  himself,  welcome : 
Haman  so  pours  in,  as  one  that  meant  to  drown  his 
cares  ;  and  now,  in  this  fulness  of  cheer,  the  king 
hungers  lor  that  long  delayed  suit  of  queen  Esther : 
thrice  hath  he  graciously  called  for  it,  and,  as  a  man 
constant  to  his  own  favours,  thrice  hath  he,  in  the 
same  words,  vowed  performance  of  it,  though  to  the 
half  of  his  kingdom.  It  falls  out  oftentimes,  that, 
when  large  promises  ^11  suddenly  from  great  persons, 
they  abate  by  leisure,  and  shrink  upon  cold  thoughts ; 
here  king  Ahasuerus  is  not  more  liberal  in  his  offer 
than  firm  in  his  resolutions,  as  if  his  first  word  had 
been,  like  his  law,  unalterable.  I  am  ashamed  to 
miss  that  steadiness  in  Christians,  which  I  find  in  a 
P^an.  It  was  a  great  woixl  that  he  had  said ;  yet 
be  eats  it  not,  as  over-lavishly  spoken ;  but  doubles 
and  triples  it  with  hearty  assurances  of  a  real  prose- 
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cution  ;  while  those  tongues,  which  profess  the  name 
of  the  true  God,  say  and  unaay  at  pleasure,  recanting 
their  good  purposes,  contradicting  their  own  just  en- 
gagements, upon  no  cause  but  their  own  chaage- 
ableness. 

It  is  not  for  queen  Esther  to  drive  off  any  longer  ; 
the  same  wisdom  that  taught  her  to  defer  her  suit, 
now  teaches  her  to  propound  it :  a  well-chosen  season 
is  the  greatest  advantage  of  any  action,  which  as  it 
is  seldom  found  in  haste,  so  is  too  often  lost  in  delay. 
Now  therefore,  with  an  humble  and  gracefid  obeisance, 
and  with  a  countenance  fidl  of  modest  fear  and  sad 
gravity,  she  so  delivers  her  petition,  that  the  Icing 
might  sec  it  was  necessity  that  both  forced  it  upon 
her,  and  wrung  it  from  her.  "  If  I  have  found  favour 
in  thy  sight,  0  king,  and  if  it  please  the  king,  let  my 
life  be  given  me  at  my  petition,  and  my  peope  at  my 
request/'  Expectation  is  either  a  friend  or  an  enemy, 
according  to  the  occasion :  Ahasuerus  looked  for  some 
high  and  difficult  boon ;  now  that  he  hears  bis  queen 
beg  for  her  life,  it  could  not  be  but  that  the  surplusage 
of  his  love  to  her  must  be  turned  into  fury  against 
her  adversary ;  and  bis  zeal  must  be  so  much  more  to 
her,  as  her  suit  was  more  meek  and  humble.  "  For 
we  are  sold,  I  and  my  people  to  be  destroyed,  to  be 
slain,  and  to  perish  ;  but,  if  we  had  been  sold  for 
bondmen,  and  bondwomen,  I  had  held  my  tongue, 
although  the  enemy  could  not  countervail  the  king's 
damage."  Crafty  men  are  sometimes  choked  with 
their  own  plots.  It  was  the  proffer  of  ten  thousand 
talents  wherewith  Haman  hoped  both  to  purchase  his 
intended  revenge,  aJid  the  reputation  of  a  worthy 
patriot :  that  sum  is  now  laid  in  his  dish,  for  a  just 
argument  of  malicious  corruption :  for  well  might 
Esther  plead.  If  we  Jews  deserved  death,  what  needed 
our  slaughter  to  be  bought  out  7  and  if  we  deserved 
it  not,  what  horrible  cruelty  was  it  to  set  a  price  upon 
innocent  blood !  It  is  not  any  offence  of  ours,  it  is 
t2 
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only  the  despite  of  an  enemy,  that  hath  wrought  our 
deetruetion. 

Besides,  now  it  appears  the  king  was  abused  Inr 
miBinformatioQ ;  the  adversair  suggested,  that  the  lire 
of  the  Jews  could  not  stand  with  the  king's  profit ; 
whereas  their  very  bondage  should  be  more  damage 
to  the  state,  than  all  Hamau's  worth  could  counter- 
Tail  Truth  may  be  smothered,  but  it  cannot  die ;  it 
may  be  disguised,  but  it  will  be  known  ;  it  may  be 
suppressed,  but  it  will  triumph. 

But  what  shall  we  say  to  so  harsh  an  aggravation  1 
Could  Esther  have  been  silent  in  a  oue  of  decreed 
bondage,  who  is  now  so  vehement  in  a  case  of  death  7 
Certainly,  to  a  generous  nature,  death  is  far  more 
easy  than  bondage ;  why  would  she  have  endured  the 
greater,  and  yet  so  abhor  the  less)  was  it  for  that 
the  Jews  were  already  too  well  inured  to  captivity, 
and  those  evils  are  more  tolerable  wherewith  we  are 
acquainted  i  or,  was  it  for  that  there  may  be  h(q>eB 
in  bondage,  none  in  death  i  surely  either  of  them 
were  lamentable,  and  such  as  might  deserve  her 
humblest  deprecation. 

The  q^ueen  was  going  on  to  have  said,  But,  alas 
nothing  will  satisfy  our  bloody  enemy,  save  the  utter 
extirpation  of  me  and  my  nation :  when  the  impatient 
rage  of  the  king  interrupts  her  sentence  in  the  midst, 
and,  as  if  he  had  heard  too  much  already,  and  could 
too  easily  supply  the  residue  of  her  complaint,  snatches 
the  word  out  of  her  mouth  with  a  furious  demand ; 
"  Who  is  he,  and  where  is  he,  that  durst  presume  in 
his  heart  to  do  so  ?"  It  was  the  interest  of  queen 
Esther's  person  that  raised  this  storm  in  Ahasuerus  ; 
set  that  aside,  how  quietly,  how  merrily  was  the  de- 
termined massacre  of  the  Jews  formerly  digested .' 
Actions  have  not  the  same  taae,  when  we  look  upon 
them  with  contraiy  affections. 

Now  queen  Esther  musters  up  her  inward  forces, 
and,  with  an  undaunted  courage,  fixing  her  angiy 
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eyes  upon  that  hated  Agagite,  she  says ;  "The  ad- 
versary and  enemy  is  this  wicked  Haman,"  The 
word  was  loth  to  come  forth,  hut  it  strikes  home  at 
the  last.  Never  till  now  did  Haman  hear  bb  true 
title ;  before,  some  had  styled  him  noble,  others  great ; 
some  mi^ificent,  and  some  perhaps  virtuous :  only 
Esther  gives  him  his  own,  "Wicked  Haman."  Ill- 
deserving  greatness  doth  in  vain  promise  to  itself  a 
perpetuity  of  applause.  If  our  ways  be  foul,  the  time 
shall  come,  when,  after  all  vain  flattery,  after  all  our 
momentaTT  glory,  our  sins  shall  be  ript  up,  and  our  ■ 
iniquities  laid  before  ua  to  our  utter  confusion.  With 
what  consternation  did  Hamannow  stand !  How  do 
we  think  he  looked  to  hear  himself  thus  enstyled,  thus 
accused,  yea,  thus  condemned !  Certainly  death  was 
in  his  fitce,  and  horror  in  every  of  his  joints ;  no  sense, 
no  limb  knows  his  office ;  fain  would  he  speak,  but 
his  tongue  falters,  and  his  lips  tremble ;  fain  would 
he  make  apologies  upon  his  knees,  but  his  heart  fails 
him,  and  tells  him,  the  evidence  is  too  great,  and  the 
offence  above  all  pardon :  only  guiltiness  and  fear 
look  through  his  eyes  upon  the  enraged  countenance 
of  his  master,  which  now  bodes  nothing  to  him  hut 
revenge  and  death. 

In  what  a  passionate  distemper  doth  this  banquet 
shut  up !  King  Ahasuenia  flies  from  the  table,  as  if 
he  had  been  hurried  away  by  a  tempest.  His  wrath  is 
too  great  to  come  forth  at  his  mouth  ;  only  his  eyes 
tell  Haman  that  he  hates  to  see  him,  and  vows  to  see 
his  dispatch.  For  solitariness,  and  not  for  pleasure, 
doth  he  now  walk  into  his  garden,  and  thinks  with 
himself.  What  a  monster  have  I  favoured !  Is  it  pos- 
sible that  so  much  cruelty  and  presumption  should 
harbour  in  a  breast  that  I  thought  ingenuous  T  Could 
I  be  so  bewitched  as  to  pass  so  bloody  a  decree  ?  Is 
my  credulity  thus  abused  by  the  treacherous  subtilty 
of  a  miscreant,  whom  I  trusted  ?  I  confess  it  was  my 
weak  rashness  to  yield  unto  bo  prodigious  a  motion, 
but  it  was  the  villany  of  this  Ag^te  to  circumvent 
t3 
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me  by  false  suggestions :  he  sliall  pay  for  my  error ; 
the  world  shall  see,  that  as  I  exceeded  in  grace,  so  I 
will  not  come  short  in  justica  Haman,  thy  guilty 
blood  shall  expiate  that  innocent  blood,  which  thy 
malice  might  have  abed. 

In  the  mean  time,  llaman,  so  soon  as  ever  be  could 
recover  the  qualm  of  his  afitomshment,  finding  him- 
self letl  alone  with  queen  Esther,  loseth  no  time, 
spareth  no  breath  to  mitigate  her  anger,  which  bad 
made  way  to  bis  destruction.  Doubtless,  with  many 
vows,  and  tears,  and  solemn  oaths,  he  labours  to  clear 
his  intentions  to  her  person,  bewailing  his  danger, 
imploring  her  mercy,  confessing  the  ui^ust  extent 
of  nis  malice,  proffering  endeavours  of  satisfaction. 
Wretched  man  that  I  am,  I  am  condemned  before  I 
speah,  an^  when  1  have  spoken,  I  am  condemned. 
Upon  thy  sentence,  0  queen,  I  see  death  awaits  for 
me  ;  in  vain  shall  I  seek  to  avoid  it ;  it  is  thy  will 
that  I  should  perish ;  but  let  that  little  breath  I  have 
left  acquit  me  so  far  with  thee,  as  to  call  heaven  and 
earth  to  record,  that,  in  regard  of  thee,  I  die  innocent. 
It  is  true,  that  mine  impetuous  malice  miscarried  me 
against  the  nation  of  the  Jews,  for  the  sake  of  one 
stubborn  offender ;  but  did  I  know  there  was  the 
least  drop  of  Israelitish  blood  in  thy  sacred  personl 
could  I  suspect  that  Mordecai,  or  that  people,  did 
aught  concern  thee  ?  Let  not  one  death  be  enough 
for  me,  if  I  would  ever  have  entertained  tmy  thought 
of  evil  gainst  nation  or  man,  that  should  have  cost 
but  a  fh>wn  from  thee.  All  the  court  of  Persia  can 
sufficiently  witness,  how  I  have  magnified  aod  adored 
thee,  ever  since  the  royal  crown  was  set  on  thy  bead ; 
neither  did  I  ever  fail  to  do  thee  all  good  offices  unto 
that  my  sovereign  master,  whom  thou  hast  now  mor- 
tally incensed  against  me.  0  queen,  no  hand  can 
save  my  life,  but  thine,  that  hath  as  good  as  bereaved 
it ;  show  mercy  to  him,  that  never  meant  but  loyalty 
to  thee.  As  ever  thou  wouldst  oblige  an  humble  and 
faithful  vassal  to  thee,  as  ever  thou  wouldst  honour  thy 
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name  and  sex  with  the  praise  of  tender  CQmpa£sioii,take 
pity  upon  me,  abd  spare  that  life  whieh  shall  be  vowed 
to  thy  service ;  andwh^'eas  thy  displeasure  may  justly 
allege  against  me  that  rancorous  plot  for  the  extirpa- 
tion of  that  people  whom  I,  too  late,  know  to  be  thine, 
let  it  suffice  that  I  hate,  I  curse,  mine  own  cruelty, 
and  only  upon  that  condition  shall  beg  the  reprieval 
of  my  life,  that  I  shall  work  and  procure,  by  thy  gra- 
cious aid,  a  full  defeasance  of  that  unjust  execution. 
Oh  let  fall  upon  thy  despairing  servant  one  word  of 
favour  to  my  displeased  master,  that  I  may  yet  live. 

While  he  was  speaking  to  this  purpose,  having 
prostrated  himself,  for  the  more  humility,  before  the 
queen,  and  spread  his  arms  in  a  vehement  implora- 
tion  up  to  her  bed,  the  king  comes  in,  and,  as  not 
unwilling  to  misconstrue  the  posture  of  himwhom 
he  now  hated,  says,  "  What !  will  he  force  the  queen 
also  before  me  in  the  house  t"  That  which  Haman 
meant  as  an  humble  suppliant,  is  interpreted  as  irom 
a  presumptuous  offender :  how  oft  might  he  have  done 
BO,  and  more,  while  he  was  in  favour,  imcensured' 
Actions  are  not  the  same  when  the  man  alters.  As 
charity  makes  a  good  sense  of  doubtful  occurrents,  so 
prejudice  and  displeasure  takes  all  things,  though 
weU  meant,  at  the  worst.  It  ia  an  easy  thmg  to  pick 
a  quarrel,  where  we  intend  a  mischief 

The  wrath  of  the  king  is  as  a  messenger  erf  death. 
While  these  words  were  yet  in  the  mouth  of  Aha- 
suerus,  Haman,  in  turning  his  head  towards  the  king, 
is  suddenly  muffled  for  his  execution ;  he  shall  no 
more  see  either  fece  or  sun,  he  shall  be  seen  no  more 
but  as  a  spectacle  of  shaime  and  horror :  and  now  he 
thinks.  Woe  is  me,  whose  eyes  serve  me  onlv  to  fore- 
see the  approach  of  a  dishonourable  and  painiul  death! 
what  am  I  the  better  to  have  been  great  t  Oh  that  I 
never  had  been !  oh  that  I  could  not  be !  How  too 
truly  have  Zeresh,  and  my  friends,  foretold  me  of  this 
heavy  destiny !  Now  am  I  ready  to  feel,  what  it  is 
that  I  meant  to  thousands  of  innocents ;  I  shall  die 
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witli  pain  and  ignominy.  Oh  that  the  conscience  of 
mine  intended  murder  could  die  with  me  I  It  is  no 
marvel,  if  wicked  men  find  nothing  hut  utter  dis- 
comforta  in  their  end ;  rather  than  fail,  their  former 
happiness  shall  join  -with  their  imminent  miseries,  to 
torment  them.  It  is  the  just  judgment  of  God,  that 
presumptuous  sinners  shomd  be  swallowed  up  of  those 
evils,  which  they  would  not  fear.  Happy  is  that  man 
who  hath  grace  to  foresee,  and  avoid,  tl^se  ways, 
which  will  lead  him  to  a  perfect  confusion.  Happy  is 
he  that  hath  so  lived,  Wiat  he  can  either  welcome 
death  as  a  friend,  or  defy  it  as  an  enemy. 

Who  was  ever  the  better  for  favour  past  ?  Those 
that  had  before  kissed  the  feet  and  smiled  in  the  face 
of  Haman,  are  now  as  ready  to  cover  his  head,  and 
help  him  to  the  gallows.  Harbonah,  one  of  the  cham- 
berlains, seasonably  tells  the  king,  how  stately  a  gibbet 
Haman  had  newly  set  up  for  weU-deserving  Uonlecai, 
within  his  own  palace, 

I  hear  not  one  man  open  his  mouth  to  intercede 
for  the  offender,  to  pacify  the  king,  to  excuse  or  lessen 
the  feet ;  eveiy  one  is  ready  to  pull  him  down  that 
is  felling,  to  trample  on  him  that  is  down :  yet,  no 
doubt,  fliere  were  some  of  these  courtiers  whom  Ha- 
man had  obliged :  bad  the  cause  been  better,  thus  it 
would  have  been.  Every  cur  is  ready  to  fell  upon 
the  dog  that  be  sees  worried ;  but  here  it  was  the 
just  hand  of  Ood  to  set  off  all  hearts  from  a  man  that 
had  been  so  unreasonably  merciless,  and  to  raise  up 
enemies,  even  among  friends,  to  him  that  had  pro- 
fessed enmity  to  God's  church :  so  let  thine  enemies 
Eerish,  0  Lord,  unsuccoured,  unpitied.  "  Then  the 
ing  said.  Hang  him  thereon !"  There  can  be  no 
truer  justice  than  in  retaliation  ;  who  can  complain 
of  his  own  measure  ?  "  Behold  the  wicked  travaileth 
with  iniquity,  and  hath  conceived  misdiief,  and 
brought  forth  falsehood.  He  made  a  pit  and  digged 
it,  and  is  fallen  into  the  ditch  that  ne  made  ;  his 
mischief  shall  return  upon  his  own  head,  and  his 
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violent  dealing  shall  come  down  upon  his  own 
pate." 

There  htuiga  Haman,  iu  more  repwich  than  ever 
he  stood  in  honour ;  Ebnd  If  ordecai,  who  is  now  first 
known  for  what  he  waa,  succeeds  his  &Tour,  and 
changes  inheritances  with  his  enemy ;  for  while  Ha- 
man inherits  the  gibbet  of  Mordecai,  Mordeeai  inherits 
the  house  and  honour  of  Haman.  "  0  Lord,  let  the 
malice  of  the  wicked  come  to  an,  end,  but  establish 
thou  the' just" 

One  hour  hath  changed  the  face  of  the  Per^an 
court :  what  stability  is  there  in  earthly  greatness  t 
He,  whom  in  the  morning  all  knees  bowed  tmto,  aq 
more  than  a  man,  iiow  hangs  up  Uke  a  despised  ver- 
min, for  a  prey  to  the  ravens :  he,  who  this  morning 
was  destined  to  the  gallows,  now  rules  over  princes ; 
neither  was  it  for  nothing,  that  he  this  day  rode  in 
triumph.  The  king's  ring  that  was  taken  from  Ha- 
man, IS  now  given  to  tf  ordecai,  as  the  pledge  of  his 
authority ;  and  he,  that  even  now  sat  in  the  gate,  is 
called  up  next  to  the  throne.  Wickedness  and  honest 
innocence  have  now  paid  their  debts  to  both  their 
clients. 

Little  joy  would  it  yet  have  been  to  Esther,  that 
her  enemy  was  dead,  her  kinsman  advanced,  if  still 
her  people  must  &r  all  this  expect  their  fatal  day ; 
her  next  suit  therefore  is  for  the  safety  of  her  nation, 
in  the  countermand  of  that  bloody  decree  which 
Haman  had  obtained  against  them :  that  which  waa 
surreptitiously  gotten,  and  rashly  given,  is  so  much 
more  gladly  reversed,  by  how  mudi  mercy  is  more 
pleasing  to  a  good  nature  than  cruel  injustice.  Mor- 
decai hath  power  to  indite,  seal,  send  out  letters  of 
favour  to  the  Jews,  which  were  causelessly  sentenced 
to  the  slaughter.  If  a  Persian  law  might  not  be  re- 
versed, yet  it  might  be  couaterchanged,  Uordecai 
may  not  write,  "  Let  no  Jew  be  slain,'  he  may  write, 
"  Let  the  Jews  meet,  and  stand  for  their  lives  against 
those  that  would  slay  them."    This  command  dies 
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after  the  former  so  feat,  as  if  it  would  overtake  that 
which  it  cannot  recall  The  JewB  are  revived  with 
this  happy  tidings,  that  they  may  have  protection  as 
well  as  enmity,  that  authority  wUl  not  be  their  exe- 
cutioner, that  their  own  handJs  are  allowed  to  be  their 
avengers. 

Who  would  imagine,  that  after  public  notice  of 
this  alteration  at  the  court,  when  the  world  could 
not  choose  but  know  the  malicious  ground  of  that 
wrongful  edict,  the  shameful  death  of  the  procurer, 
the  power  of  the  party  opposite,  any  one  should  be 
found,  throughout  all  the  provinces,  that  would  once 
lift  up  his  hand  against  a  Jew,  that,  with  his  own 
danger,  would  endeavour  to  execute  a  controlled  d&- 
cree?  The  church  of  God  should  cease  to  be  itself, 
if  it  wanted  malicious  persecution :  there  needs  no 
other  quarrel  than  the  name,  the  religion  of  Israel. 

N^ot withstanding  the  known  favour  of  the  king,  and 
the  patronage  of  Mordecai,  the  thirteenth  of  Adar  is 
meant  to  be  a  bloody  day :  Haman  hath  too  many 
abettors  in  the  Persian  dominions ;  those  join  to- 
gether to  perform  that  sentence,  whereof  the  author 
repented.  The  Jews  take  heart  to  defend  themselves, 
to  kill  their  murderers.  All  the  provinces  are  turned 
into  a  field  of  civil  war,  wherein  innocence  vanquisheth 
malice.  The  Jews  are  victors,  and  not  only  are  alive, 
but  are  feared ;  the  most  resist  them  not,  many  assist 
them,  and  some  become  theirs.  The  countenance  of 
the  great  leads  the  world  at  pleasure ;  fear  of  authority 
sways  thousands  that  are  not  guilty  of  a  conscience. 

Yea,  besides  the  liberty  of  defence,  the  Jews  are 
now  inade  their  own  justices:  that  there  may  be 
none  left  from  the  loins  of  that  accursed  Aeagite, 
who  would  have  left  none  of  the  Jewish  seei^  they 
slay  the  ten  sons  of  Haman,  and  obtain  new  days  of 
fiirther  executions:  neither  can  death  satisfy  their 
revenge ;  those  ten  sons  of  Haman  shall,  in  their 
very  carcases,  bear  the  reproach  of  their  father,  and 
hang  aloft  upon  his  gallows. 
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Finally,  no  man  doth,  no  man  dares  frown  npon  a 
Jew ;  they  are  now  become  lords  in  tbe  midat  of  their 
captivity :  no  marvel  if  they  ordain  and  celebrate 
their  joyful  Purim,  for  a  perpetual  memory,  to  all 
posterities,  of  their  happy  deliverance.  It  were  pity 
that  the  church  of  God  should  not  have  sunshines  as 
well  as  storms,  and  should  not  meet  with  interchanges 
of  joy  in  their  warfare,  before  they  enter  upon  the 
unchangeable  joy  of  their  endless  triumph. 
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